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PREFACE. 



^^ 



HBN the following pages I have endeavoured to give the 
jH history of the district which has been variously 
^ described as Thor, Tor, Tor Briwire, Tor Brewer, 
Fleete, Tor Key, Tormohun, Tor Moone, Tormoham, and 
Torquay. For all postal purposes, for traffic arrangements, 
government business, and hydrographical records, the town 
has been known as Torquay for nearly a hundred years ; 
for parochial and local government purposes it has been 
known as Tormohun and Tormoham respectively. In 1876 
the Local Board of Health obtained the sanction of Govern- 
ment to alter the name of the district from Tormoham to 
Torquay, and accordingly that name has been adopted as 
the title of this book. 

The sources from which I have derived my information 
are the works of old and modem historians, manuscripts 
and deeds, charters and court rolls, the records of the State 
Paper Office, and likewise the Reports of the Historical 
Manuscript Commissioners. In addition, the parish books, 
the parish registers, the churchwardens' book, the minute 
books of the Select Vestry, the Improvement Commis*^ 
sioners, and of the Torquay Local Board of Health, private 
letters, and the files of local newspapers, have been laid 



nnder contribution. Besides this, from a long residence in 
Torquay, I have been enabled to obtain a considerable 
amount of oral testimony from old inliabitantB, As a rule 
I bave confined myself to the limits of the pariRli, excepting 
where the importance of the case has made it necessary for 
me to travel a little beyond in order to preserve a continuity 
in the record. 

Some of my readers may consider the story of the 
Spanish Armada a httle too prolix. In explanation I may 
say that I was advised to give it as fully as possible for 
many reasons. In the first place, the actual facts relating 
to the Spanish prize in Torbay are entu-ely unknowTi to the 
general public — the documents in reference thereto ha\-ing 
only within recent years been rendered accessible ; secondly, 
the traditionary statements respecting the fate of the 
Spanish crew are altogether erroneous ; and thirdly, as the 
capture of this galleon was but a small episode in the ever 
memorable encounter in the Channel, historians have but 
briefly referred to it, — their attention being naturally 
directed to the main issue. The incidents and details which 
they have omitted are of the greatest interest to those 
who reside on the Torbay littoral, and it is these particu- 
lars that I have endeavoured to furmsh. 

I have touched but lightly on the subjects of Kent's 
Cavern and Climate, as each has a literature of its own. 



J. T. WHITE. 



Toniuiy, March, 1^8. 
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CHAPTER THE FIRST. 



TORE AY. 



Ckarograpky of Torbay.—Thc Rocks.—Tht Short-line.— Fortificatioia 
on Berry Head.— The Armed Cruizer in Torbay.— The Hospitals.— 
Naval Station. — Proposals for a Brtakwatir. — Projected Lighthouse 
on Berry Head.— The Parishes on the Torbay Littoral— The Charter 
to Ike Black Prince conferring on him the Right to Levy Dues in 
"the Port of Dartmouth." 



^ORBAY is Bitnated on the Bouthem coast of 
Devonshire, nearly midway between the rivers 
W^ Teign and Dart. It may be described rb an inner 
r, recess of the Great West Bay, which extends from 
^i^^^ the Bin of Portland to the Start Point, In out- 
-1- line it is a rude semi-circle, broken by smaller 
bays and inlets, which alternate with bold limestone cliffs, 
headlands of red sandstone, beaches of white pebbles, and 
firm and extensive sands. From the shore a beautifully 
undulating country spreads upward until it meets the 
hills, which are clad with perennial verdure, forming a 
panorama of diversified beauty, which, on a memorable 
occasion, extoried the admiration of Napoleon, and at a 
later date called forth the praises of Macaulay. 

The northern extremity of Torbay is known as Hope's 
Nose, or Ness; the southern, as Berry Head. From point 
to point, the distance is four miles ; and the depth, from 
the centre of the line to Paignton, is three miles and a 
half; the coast line, from one headland to another, is 
about twelve miles in extent. The depth of water at the 
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entrance of the Bay ranges from six fathoms at Hope's 
Nose to twelve fathoms off Berry Head. The bottom, 
composed of fine sand and clay, forms a good holding 
ground for vessels at anchor. From the entrance to withm 
half a mile of the shore the water gradually shoals to four 
fathoms and less, according to the nature of the shore, 
whether shelving or precipitous. To the west of the 
imaginary line drawn from headland to headland, the 
anchorage is known to mariners as the Inner Bay, and 
that to the east as the Outer Bay. 

There are but few' rocks in Torbay, and these are on 
the northern shore. About three hundred yards S.E. 
of Hope's Ness is the Flat Bock. Eight hundred yards 
beyond, with nearly the same compass bearing from the 
Ness, is the Ore Stone. In a direction W. by S. of this 
rock, distant fifteen hundred yards, and lying off the point 
beyond the Ilsham valley, is the islet known as the 
Thatcher. Off the western end of Meadfoot Beach is a 
singularly-shaped rock, which, when seen from a particular 
part of the beach, has very much the figure of the Sphinx; 
this rock is known as the East Shag; the West Shag is 
close under Daddy Hole Plain. The four rocks, West and 
East Shags, the Thatcher, and Ore Stone, lie nearly in a 
direct line. About three hundred yards to the south of 
the East Shag is a small but dangerous shoal, having only 
four feet of water on it at low tide ; its name is Morris 
Rogue. Master mariners leaving Torquay for the east, 
p;enerally keep the Ore Stone its own length open of the 
Thatcher, and thus clear the Morris Bogue and all other 
dangers. Close in front of the Baths are the Mill Stones ; 
and off the Torre Abbey Sands there is a ledge of rocks, 
covered at half tide, known as the Harbrick. Both pro- 
montories, firom Berry Head to Goodrington on one hand, 
and from Hope's Nose to the Torre Abbey Sands on the 
other, consist of the limestone and shale of the Devonian 
system; whilst the intermediate shores are composed of 
the red sandstone and conglomerates of the Triassic system. 



From tbv earli^nt timeH TorbAy has been fiuiiKiiK Ji8 a 
naml rendezvous. Whenever a succeHfiion of westerly gales 
{Ffevaik (or any leu^th of time, even at this date, it is iio 
UDCoromon xif^bt to >iee more tlian a hinKlied uerchautuieD 
at aiiclinr in ]}vi<cliaJn TEoadFi. It was alen during wiu- time 
a general rendez-voiis for Hbipping waitiug for a man-of-war 
to convoy them unt of the Channel. 

boring the last war between France and England, for- 
tificatiotiH were rained on Berry Head for the protection of 
the Bliippittg. The barracks and battery were erected oa 
the site of the old Roman Lnt-ampinent. but being con- 
rtnicted for the raoBt part of wood, the biiildingfi soon fell 
intn decay after the disarmament which followed the decla- 
ration of peace in 1815. That part, however, which of 
D«ci>ssity was built of masonry still remains, and might 
b* made available nhould foreign political complications 
rvnder such a defence deBiruble. The restoration of the 
bairaelis and fort for the use of the mflitia as well au for 
the protection of the coast has, during late years, been the 
sabject of much cousideration by the Government. The 
open ground nithui the moat h suDiciently extensive for 
tuanwuvring a thousand men, and as the coasts of Devon 
and fiorset, from Portland to Plymoutbj are unprotected, 
the aiichoruge would afford security to vessels navigating 
the Cltannul agaiiixt any of the enemy's cruizers. The 
niilitKry hospital no long occupied for scholastic puii)oses 
hy Mr. Lyte, is lieb! on a teniu-e by which it may be 
rifsniu^d at «. very brief notice. 

At the present time there are reservoirs at Brixham 
alwayn maintained in a state of efficiency, for watering the 
tle4^t : there is likewise a small depot for naval stores. Evei-y 
year the (iovemment advertise for tenders for tlie supply of 
beef and vegetables to the fleet, althougli there may be no 
na^'sl ships in Torbay. It is only occasionally, when the 
Cliunuel or Itt-serve squadron anchor for a few days, that 
ibc luiaU puTTpyor buK the privilege of fulfilling his contract. 

For Mvvnl years in the first decade of the century, liie 
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armed brig Lord Corhviiiii- was stationc-il m Torliay to pro- 
tect the trawlers and fibbing boats fiom Freuch criiizers. 
The usual practice was for tbe brig to sail with the fishing 
vessels every Monday morning, and retuni on the following 
Saturday, The brig carritid fourteen six-pounders, and a 
crew of over a hundred men. 

Besides the hospital at Brixliam, a similar establiRhment 
was maintained at Goodrington, where a company of sol- 
diers waa stationed. In the burying-gi-ound may still be 
seen tbe head-stones erected over the graves of the various 
officers and men who were there interred. 

The value of Torbay as a naval station has been much 
dimiiiiahed by the construction of more perfect havboui's of 
refuge at Plj-mouth and Weymouth, and also by the una of 
steam, which has not only corajjletely revolutionized the 
old style of naval architecture and vastly altered the order 
of battle, but haw rendered the fleets of tbe present day less 
dependent upon the winds and cun-entK. 

So highly valued was Torbay as a roadstead, that long 
before the Plymouth breakwater was projected, the Govern- 
ment, at the urgent request of tlie Admu-alty, seriously 
considered the subject of constructing a breakwater ; for, 
although the advantages of Torbay as an anchorage has 
been recognised ou all sides, it has one verj' serious draw- 
back, — its shelter is useful only during westerly and south- 
westerly gales, Wienever the wind changes to the eastward, 
the vessels clear out and give it a wide berth. Sometimes 
a change of wind occurs so suddenly that a ahtp becomes 
embayed and ■m-ecked. It was with this ever-present danger 
before him that Admii-al Jervis, in oue of his despatches, 
urged the Government to construct a breakwater, de- 
claring his conviction that Torbay would one day become 
the grave of the Channel fleet. Mr. '\\'hidby, an engineer 
of much repute, in 1799 prepared plans for a breakwater; 
but in all probability these were set aside more fi'om 
motives of economy than the dictates of wise imUcy; for it 
must be confessed that the constant warfare in which the 
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outiuQ was «ugag«i1 hiid vtry niucli crippU'd its resources, 
Phinouth Sound, near vfliich a imval dockyai-tl had existed 
for more than a, centmy, was subaiqueutly deemed to be ii 
more fitting site for a harliour of refuge; and in 1812 tliitt 
(tnmd national uudertakin;;. the Pljtiiouth Itreokwater, was 
eoniiuenccd. Wlieii Kiny William IV., as Duke of Clarence, 
hv\A th« office of Lord Hif^li Admiral, the subject was agaiu 
rvrived, but Weymouth was selected iu preference to Torbay, 
as being nbnut e<iuaily distant fiom the two great naval 
arM-nalH of Portsmouth and Pij-moutb, Tbo '\Vej-mouth 
litwikwatrr was completed in 1872. 

Mr. Whidby'a estimate of the cost of the Torbay break- 
witvr was i;U12lt.OOO, Thus, for the oorapai'atively amall 
outliiy (wnsidering the national importance of the workt 
of W0,(M10 jwr annum, the Government would have secured 
in twrtity-pight years — the term over whicli it was intended 
io i-ttfiid the work — a harbour of refuge capable of sliel- 
tvrtiig bolf-A-dozen fleets from every wind, .\fter the disas- 
troHs storm in Torbay which occiured on tlie lltb of 
Jaouury, lHfi6, the Board of Trade was petitioned to con- 
iitruct a breakwater, and tbe reply they gave was that they 
lia<l uu money at their disposal for such a purpose. 

In lS7ij, Sir L. Palk, M.P. for East Devon, submitted 
to Parliament a petition from shipowners and others, praying 
for a li}{bthouse to be erected on Berry Head. The petition 
was retiei^td but not entertained, the Start lighthoiise being 
bpid to be sufficient for lighting tbit^ part of the coast. 

Six parishes are situated on tbe shores of Torbay. Tbe 
boundary' line of St. Mary-Church commences at Watcombe 
ttad (ruds at tlie watercourse in the llsliam ^'alley. Here 
Uie jtariflh i>f Torquay begins, and extends to the stream of 
watt-r which passes down the meadow into the sea on tbe 
western side of Torre Abbey, Cockington jiarish, beginning 
here, reaches on to the water course near tbe Torquay Gas 
works. From thence to Goodrington is the water-line of 
tbe \nmah of Paignton ; and from Goodrington to beyond 
Bllmry Cove is the pariah of Cburston l-'eners. The coast- 
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line from Elbury Cove to the south side of Berry Head is 
in the parish of Brixham. 

Torbay foimed a part of the Port of Dartmouth, which 
originally extended from the Erme to Hope's Nose, including 
the creek of Tor Key, or Fleete. On the 17th of March, in 
the eleventh year of the reign of Edward HI., a Parlia- 
mentary charter was made in favour of the Black Prince, 
containing a grant of the "Water of Dartmouth; ** and 
attaching to the property so granted was the right to levy 
dues within "the Port of Dartmouth." At a later period 
the boundaries of the port were limited to Salcombe at one 
extremity, and Hope's Nose on the other. In 1852 the 
boundaries of the ports were again modified : Teignmouth, 
which had hitherto been a creek of the Port of Exeter, was 
raised to the dignity of a port, and the creek of Torquay 
added to it; up to this date all vessels belonging to Torquay 
were registered as belonging to the Port of Dartmouth. 
The right to levy dues under the charter granted to the 
Black Prince is exercised at the present time. About ten 
years ago the landowners of the neighbourhood and the 
merchants of Torquay challenged this right to exact dues, 
but were defeated. The original charter, together with a 
translation, was tendered as evidence in a case heard before 
the Torquay magistrates early in 1877.* 

* The original charter is preserved in the office of the Duchy of Cornwall, 
Kuckingham Gate, London. 
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TOR. 

Prom the Conguaf to the Thirteenth Century. — Roman and Saxon 
Tract!.— The Conqueror in De\-on.— Grant of Tor to William 
Briwere. — His vast Possessions. — Grant to the Abbey. — The succes- 
sive Owners of the Manor. — Tor in the Domesday Book. — Daccombe 
and Thomtts-i-Btckelt.—The Men of Tor and E.ittir. 



- OIK^rAY is said to have no hiatory, in the true 
ISO of the word, its existence only dating 
back ft hundre<l and twenty years; but as the 
vilhige of Tor, of which it is the outgrowth, it 
iniiy certainly lay claim to some little pretension 
to antiquity. 

The records of the Roman and Saxon periods are 
Kilent respecting this district ; but it was undoubtedly 
\\e\A to be an important station, inasmuch as the Roman 
Ifgious have left indisputable evidence of tlieir occupation, 
Up to within recent years lines of circumvallation were 
easily traced on the Down between Anstis Cove and Bab- 
bacombe, extending to Warberry Hill. Mr. Mac Enery 
■ discovered tlie traces of elliptic towers at the angles of 
the enclosure ; and there were distinctly discernible the 
vestiges of three walls or embankments extending from the 
coast to the Babbacombe Road. This ancient fortification, 
he says, covered the entire Down between Babbacombe 
and Anstis Cove. " The General's or Consul's quarter 
would seem to have been placed on the inside of the 
rampart or breastwork," " from which the grand street 
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directly emanateB, ^vith parallel lines and intersecting 
alleys, produced by the division of the area into squares. 
The marks of the wheels are distinctly visible on the entire 
line of the streets."* 

On the opposite promontory of Benry Head may be 
seen the remains of a fortified camp; there is a very 
extensive camp on Milber Down; and on the hills above 
Berry Pomeroy there are remains of a Roman station. 

It is said that Arviragus, King of the Britons, refusing 
tribute to the Romans, Claudius took measures to enforce 
it by sending Vespasian, who landed in Torbay, and 
marched on Exeter, which he besieged. The chronicle of 
the Cathedral of Exeter contains an entry relating to this 
presumed siege, m the following words : — A^ino Domhii 
49, Vespasianu^ cum lioinano exercita civitatem nunc 
vocatam Exeter octo diehiis ohsedit sed minime i)r(evnhdt 
Arrirayo Rege Civihus anxUnim 'puestanteJ" '\ 

Of the Saxon era the traces are more of a philologi- 
cal than an archaeological kind. Wherever the Saxons 
prevailed they altered and changed the names of places 
and towns, ** accounting it a gi*eat renown, as also a 
perpetual memorial of then* chivalry, to give new names, 
either of their own devises or of their native countries." 
Thus, in. the immediate neighbourhood, there are to be 
met with the words Bahecumb (Babbacombe), Ness, Anstis, 
Barton, Shephay, Ilesam, Aller, Karswell, Fleete, and 
others, all of Saxon origin. It is believed that the church 
which stood on the site of the Abbey of Tor was a Saxon 
structure. J 

* Mac Enery'g Cavern Researches, p. 78. Ed. 1859. Edited by Mr. E. 
Vivian. Transactions Devonshire Association, voL VI., p. 65, Paper by 
Mr. W. Pengelly. 

'\r At the meeting of the British Archseological Association held at 
Exeter in 1868, Mr. Gidley read a paper on *• Royal Visits to Exeter," 
in which was given an account of the siege of Exeter by Vespasian, as 
narrated by Hoker, who derived his account from Geoffrey of Monmouth. 
The story, however, is not generally received. - 

t The Parish Church of St. Mary -Church Is the third on the present site ; 
ihe iirst was Saxon, and is b<»lievcd to have been the earliest planted in the 
leighbourhood ; the fine old Saxon font is still in use. 



Witb the Normau ConqiieBt a little mure ligbt 18 gained 
ri'speetiiig Tor. Devonsliii'e stood out boldly against the 
Notorious Normau invader; and it was uot until Exeter 
had been besieged and reduced to obedience by William in 
person, that the Weet reluctantly accepted the new order 
of thin^. The Con<iHeror was exceedingly liberal in the 
disposition among his followers ef the lands and goods 
of the vanqniBhed Saxons. The rich and fertile lands of 
Tor were granted to one of his most powerful and trusty 
adherents, Richard de Briwere, de Brewera, or de Brewere. 
In accordance with the usages of the time, the name of its 
possessor was conferi'ed on the village, which thus became 
known as Tor Brewer. 

William Lord Brewer, Baron of Torbay, is supposed 
to have been bora at Tor, There seems, however, a 
doubt whether he was a lineal descendant of Bichard. the 
immediate follower of the Conqueror. In the cartulary 
given in Oliver's Mfimislicoii Exiimriinh, the two names are 
not only differently spelt (which in itself might easily be 
accounted for), but it is implied that Briwere was a pur- 
chaser from De BruerH. But seeing that not more than a 
hundred years had elapsed from the gift by the Conqueror to 
the concession of land by William Brewer for the piu-poses of 
a monasterj-, the pTObability is that the Briweres and Brewers 
were one and the same family. However that may be, 
William Brewer was a man of remarkable ability. During 
the reign of four monarchs, Henry II., Bichard I., Iving 
John, and Hem-y III., he ivae a great favourite, " and en- 
joyed honours, public employmeutiJ, and civil and military 
places of trust," William Lord Brewer was one of the six 
lords appointed to serve as Counsellors to- the Itegents who 
governed the kingdom during Bichard's visit to the Holy 
Laud, 1190, • and when the king was imprisoned by the 
Duke of Austria, on his return journey, William Brewer be- 
came one of his hostages. On another occasion Brewer was 
appointed to settle a difference between the .\i'chbishop and 

• Rdpin'. Hist, Eng. Ed. 1727. Vol. III., i>. 107. 
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the Canons of Yovk. Prince aays that King John " gave liim 
license to enclose his woods at Tear (Tor), Cadeleigh, 
Ruddeu, and Ailesht-re, in Dtvon, and Biirghwalter (now 
Bridgwater), with free liberty to hunt the hare, fox. cat, and 
wolf," tlironghout Devonshire." To him Henry III. gave 
thfi wiirdshii) of Reginald de Jlohun, Lord of Dnnster, 
who Hubsecjuently inanjed Alicia, the fifth and youngest 
danghtiT of his guardian, by whom he became poKSeSBed of 
" the manors of Thor, 'Waggthorough (Wolborongh), Kadele, 
Hiilberton, Acford, Brawortliy, and Axuiinster," in l)i;von, 
and other pro])erty in Somerset. Lord Brewer was not only 
a valued servant of the State, but he was a liberal patron 
of the Church. As his ancestor bad freely received of the 
Conqueror, so he almost as freely gave. He founded Toitb 
Abbey in 119*5, likewise the Abbey of Duukeswell, and en- 
dowed a Priory of Benedictine monks at Polsloe (Exeter). 
The Augustine Hospital of St. John at Bridgwater, and the 
Augustine Priory of Motesfont in Hampshire, were also 
founded by the same benefactor. 

Wlien such part of the Manor of Tor Brewer wliicli was 
not included in the grant to the Abbey passed, by marriage, 
into the family of Mohuu, the name was changed to Tor 
Moliuu, which, of late years bus been transmuted into Tor- 
moham. Lord Mohun, at his death, left two sons, Reginald 
and William, The latter exchanged with his brother the 
Manors of " Tor, Maryugelegh, Endecombe als Codecombe 
in Somerset," for the Manor of .\sminster, where he pro- 
posed to establish a colony of Cistercians, This exchange 
reeeive^l the sanction of Pope Innocent IV. Camden stateu 
that the Court House of Lord William Brewer was situated i 
to the eastwai'd of the present parish Chui-ch. " riiriit »im 
ilr Thorrc," and, with the permission of Abbot Simon, a 
private chapel was erected in connection with the mansion. 
All remauis of these hnildinge have long since disappeared; 
but Mr. 0. Blewitt, who wrote that excellent work, The 
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P'tiwriima nf Turqiufii, in 1882, says, — " A few ti'ftoeR of 
tlie»e buUiIiugs xnd partB of the viMh are still remaiulug 
on the eaat side of Tor Church," 

The history of Torquay is iutimately aHSociated w itli thiit 
of the Abbey ; but imfortuuatdy the registers wliicli would 
UluEtrate the period from the time of the foundation of the 
mouastery to its diHsoIution are unattainable. What par- 
ticiilai'H have been procured from other sources, together 
with an account of the Abbey, will be giien in another 
chapter. 

The earliest authoritative written evidence is that fiir- 
uit^lied by the Domesday Book. .A copy of this record, so far 
as it relates to Devonshire, is deposited in the ai*cbi\efi of 
Eseter Cathedi'al. The order for the survey was given in 
lOSO, and the work was completed in 1081), It sets forth 
the extent and value of every man's laud, what he is called 
upon to pay under the last of the Saxon Kings (Edwitnl), 
and the amount of tax demanded of him under tliis new- 
assessment. In this book there are two entries, relating 
evidently to two different places, under the word Torre. 
Antiquaries are in doubt as to which of these has reference 
to this parish, because there are other Torres in the neigh- 
bourhood, for instance. Tor Brian and Tor Newton — to 
either of which they may apply. The following are 
translations of the entries in question ; — 

L4SD8 or THE KlSit'S THANES, OK NOBLES, 

" Godwa holds Torre, which Brictrie * held in the time of 
King Edward, and pays geld" (tax) "thii-ty pence for 
three hides of land" (each hide being fi-om eighty to ninety 
acres), "of which twelve carueates" (that is as much land 
as can be tilled with twelve ploughs) " ai-e in demesne" 

• Brirtrir. a liUtinpniBhod Snion noble, appear* to hiivo pMsemeil grenl 
wmltli and inHaence. W'hen deapntchnl on n luiision tu Ilxlilwin. Kuii of 
Flaiulen, he nlCnuted the Httention of the Earl's dnuKlitcr, Matilda. wli» 
Araightw*)' made overtnreA to him oitti n rlew to mBtrimony. Tlie honour, 
kowevrr, will devl ined. Distppointed love wii« ronverteil into revenge, und 
when Hatilda beolme the itifu of tht CoDqueror she gnititied it h; procnring 
• grant of eighteen of the uianon in Uevoiuhire, held by Urivtric, who 
WM oonTeyeil to Winclieater, and died in i>ri»on. 
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(in his own possession) "besides four" (other) ** carucates; 
and there are four servi " (slaves), " sixteen villeins, or 
tenant farmers " (tenants who held cottages and lands, for 
which they were charged with certain stated servile offices, 
and were conveyed as an estate or appurtenances of the 
manor to which they belonged),* " and twelve bordarii" (a 
sort of meaner farmer who had a bord or cottage allowed 
them, for which they supplied the lord with poultry and 
eggs) **with eight carucates. There are one hundred acres 
of wood, six acres of meadow, and twenty acres of pasture, 
valued at one hundred shillings." 

LANDS OF THE KING*S SERVANTS. 

" The same William [Hostirius] holds Torre, Alric held 
in the time of King Edward, and yields geld for two hides 
of land, of which seven carucates are in demesne. There 
are four servi, sixteen villeins, and twelve bordarii, with 
four carucates. There are twenty-four acres of meadow, 
and two hundred acres of pastm'e, and were formerly 
valued at sixty shillings." 

Now, as William Hostirius was the possessor of Ilesam 
at the time of the survey, it may be fairly presumed that 
he was also the owner of the manor of Tor, being spoken 
of as ** the same William," and the entry following that 
of Ilesam, shows that they were contiguous; accordingly 
the last quoted paragraph would refer to this parish. 
Adopting the method of computation followed by the Rev. 
Preb. Banies, in estimating the population of St. Mary- 
Church at the time of the Domesday survey,t the number 
of inhabitants, inchiding the fishermen, who are mentioned 
as ** numerous," in the Hundred of Carswell (for the 
Hundred at that time took its name from Kingskerswell), 
was far above one hundred and fifty. 

Two great events occurred in English history during the 
time tliat William de Brewer lived at the Court House, 

• Bailey. 
t Rev, Preb Karnes's History of St. M.ry -Church. 
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near Tor Chnrcli, and no doul>t. from the Htatesmanliko 
(jaalHies he hod displayed, lib advice wa» Bought in both 
iitfttanceK; certainly \m perHoual services were demanded 
in one of them. The fiifit was the ([uarrel between Thomas- 
K-Bt-ckett and Henry II. ; tb* otbei' the unhappy contention 
liet««en King John and the Barous. Without entering into 
llie diftputen between the monarch and the prelate, it will 
suffice to aay that, after a meeting in which Henry received 
much provocation, " and fitung by the insolence of a subject 
uliom he had raised from the dust." he could not help utter- 
ing aloud the wordw, — " I am very unhappy that among tlie 
great nnmherH I maintain there is not a man that dares 
undertake to revenge the affronts I perpetnally receive from 
the liiuidii of a wretched priest."* The words were not un- 
heeded. Four of the barons of the Eoyal bedcliamber, 
Richard Fttz-Urse, William Tracey, Richard Britton, 
luul HuRh Morrill, resolved to despatch the Aj'chbisbop. 
Watchinj; their opportunity, they assassinated a-Beekett 
Wfun^ tht altar of Canterbury Cathedral. This was in 
1171. Auioug the MSS, belonging to the Dean and 
Chapter of Canterbury is one containing an expiatory 
offering made by William de Tracey. It is an original 
imttniment, fortitied by the seal of the donor, by which is 
conveyed to the Convent of Christ Church, Canterbm-y, "the 
Manor cil Doccombe," in the adjoining parish, '■ pro mnorf: 
liti, rf Mlute»Himf iiier rt iireihcenmiruni nieonim, ctaviore 
heati Thiiiu: Arrliifpinvopi, rl mnrtires iiivmorif crncriiiuh:."^ 
The general discontent arising from the ill-government 
of King John was greatly increased when the Pope laid the 
wlwle kiugdoiQ under a sentence of excommunication. By 
Ibis terrible edict divine service in the churches wan 
forbidflen; no sacrament but that of baptism was adminis- 
t«T«d ; the dead were refused Christian burial, and had to 
be interred without any funeral ceremony, many bodies 
being cast into the ditches. Marriage was celebrated in the 



• H»pin'» Hi.1, KnB,. vol. III.. 
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highways, and the people were absolved from allegiance to 
the Sovereign. Through all these troubles the city of 
Exeter remained loyal to the King, and refused to admit the 
revolted barons. In this momentous state of things, the 
King seems to have remembered his old and faithful baron 
in Devonshire, the lord of Tor; for in 1216 he sent a com- 
mission to Robert de Courtenay, who was at that time 
Viscount of Devon and Governor of Exeter Castle, to admit 
into the city William Brewere and all his forces, if he 
thought his own, with that of the citizens, were not sufficient 
for its defence. 



CHAPTER THE THIRD. 



TOR AND TOR ABBEY. 

ThiHetnth to Sixteenth Century.— Lord William Brewer's Grant to the 
Abbey. — Tlu Boundaries of tite Land, — Grant of the Parish Church 
and Shiphay Collatan. — Founding of Torre Abbey. — Arrival of the 
Monks.— The Abbey the Centre of Religious Life.— The Gift of 
Tuttiital. — A Chaplain sent to Dartmouth. — The Heir of the Donor 
disputes tht Gift.— A Compromiu.—Mort Gifts to the Abbey.— The 
Abbey and tht Totnes Guild.— The Monks Distrained upon for 
Arrears.— Riches of tht Abbey.—SobU Work of the Monks.— 
.Monasteries the Repositories of Learning and the Arts. — An Abbvt 
Maligned. — The Headless Ghost in the Avenues. — Grants made to the 
Abbey. — The great Reputation of the Inmates. — Exactions. — The 
Suppression of the Monasteries. — List of the Abbots. — Revenues. — 
List of the Ejected Monks and the Pensions awarded them. — The 
subsequent Possessors of the Abbey. — The Croien Grant to the 
kidgeways. 



a ORD William Brewer founded Torre Abbey with 
. the pious motive that the canons should "pray 
for the souls of the Kings of England, his father's, 
his own, and all his predecessors and successors." 
He made a grant of St. Saviour's Church at 
Tor, and the gi-ound surrounding it, "together 
with sufficient pastmtt for one hundi-ed sheep, which 
Richard, the parson of Torre, possessed." The gi'ant states 
that the Abbey "shall be built on the very place where 
St. Saviour's was founded, to wit, the culture or tillage or 
improved ground called Rowedon, in the Manor of Toitc, 
by the limits undermentioned, to wit : By the road which 
comes from Cockington home to the \"illagc of Torre, and 
80 before the gate of Richard, the then parson of Torre, 
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' down to the fiea, and so from the s 



I to I 



by the way going c 

the calcetum causeway, and bo from the causeway t 
Haid toad coming from Cockingtou. by a certain jilace ol 
a fipiTng of water called Efridiswelle/ and whatever is 
within the aforesaid limits, and snch liberty of hshing and 
drawing the net in the water or sea of Tone aa I have or 
should have, or my heirs should have. I have given also 
and granted the church of Torre entu-ely with whatever 
belongs to it, and also the pasture of one hundred sheep in 
the same manner as the parson aforesaid had it, or should 
have had it. I give and grant a certain part of my 
village of Coletont which lies beneath these bounds, to 
wit, the road leading from Torre by wjTigate} towards the 
\Tllage of Coleton as fai" as another road coming from the 
village of Torre, and so going up by the same way home 
to the territorj- of Karswell, with the hill which is called 
HjTigeedon, and then returning by Boscum. or the wood ot 
Cockington, and by the bounds which di\-ide Cockington ' 
and Coleton by the aforesaid village, which comes by the 
wjiigate of the aforesaid village of Torre. And I also 
grant to the same canonn leave to make a pond and one 
fish pond in the part of the uorth-wille of Torre, towards 
constructing an aqueduct to the oflSces and other con- 
veniences of the monastery as shall be thought most 
proper."§ Lord William Brewer also granted "all that field 
or meadow which comes down before the Abbey of Torre 
lying on the western part of the causeway to the sea, 
between the causeway and Cockington meadow." This 
grant included pimtagin (bridge tolls), pfiss'ujin (passing 
tolls), Itistagin (dues on imported or exported goods), and 
uttiUixiiio (dues for sites of tolls). 

• Thii well dried nji ahoat IBOO, in cuii9e(|ueiice nf the entenaioa o( I 
biiiliJings uround; it wm situated opposite tlio Ijtcli gste of Tor Charch, \ 
The Uev. J. .Iftoies caused h drinking; fountain to be erected in iti place. 

t Sliiplifty Culliiton. X Behind the honu knuwn t% Pilmuir. 

% Theu extTacls un derived IVnin an old MS. 
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Tlie grant was confirmed by King Jolin,* and by tiie 
widow Brattice, relict of William Brewer, afterwards by 
William Brewer tlie son, and aubsequently by Reginald 
Mohun. The Abbey charter was further conlU-med by 
Edward I., in 1303 and 1307. 

The site of Torre Abbey was judiciously selected, being 
Hituated at the lower end of a valley opening towards the 
sea ; and down the vale ran a copious stream of water. 
The exact date of the commencement of tlie building can- 
not be ascertained ; but from the diraensions of the edifice, 
imd the magnificence of the architecture, its construction 
must have occupied several years. In consequence, pro- 
Iiably, of the fretjuent ravages of northern and other sea 
rovers, the walls and towers were crenellated and machio- 
lated, and the building was protected by a moat.t A rude 
ijnay, used by the fishermen, existed in the creek long 
before the arrival of the monks ; and here it was that the 
Beer, Purbeek, and Portland stones, which enter largely 
into the struotni-e of the Abbey, were landed. The monks, 
who in those days were as ekilful in the arts as tliey were 
devoted to their religion, improved upon the fishermen's 
landing-place, secured the excJusive right to the fishery of 
Torbay,t and levied toUage on the fishermen accordingly. 

This Norbertine monastery, dedicated to the honour of 
the Holy Saviour, the Holy Trinity, and Blessed Virgin, 
was taken poaseaaiou of by Adam, the first Abbot, with six 
monks, on the 25th of March, 1196, and was no doubt an 
t!vent commemorated by the meeting together of the Bishop 
and the Abbots of other religious houses in this part of the 
country, as we kuow was the cane some years later when 
the Abbey of Buckfastleigh was founded.§ 

Adam, who was a canon of Welbeck House, in Notting- 
hamshire, seems to have entered upon the Abbacy with 
no intention of continuing long in it ; his energies were 

• King Jnlin gnntwl tin tinoni iniinnliitiei from «cut»ge, geld, ■nil loll, 
t The iMt temnining i»rtiuti of this mcMt »«. lilUd up id 1876. 
X Dugdule. I Fur the luode of iliiily life nee the Appeiidii. 



18 THE HISTOIIV OF TOUQtAV. 

evidently devoted to orgiiiiizing aud bringing the infant 
fstftblisbment into working order ; for, after a brief resi- 
lience of three-aud-a-liiilf years, Le retired to Newbus, in 
LincolnNliire, the first bouse of tbe Order planted in 
England.* 

Tbe monftstery was tbe centre of religious life in this 
^listrict. Bj' tbeir austerities and earnest preacbing, the 
mi>nks ftirred up tbe parisb priests to greater exei-tion ; 
and they sent out luenibers of tbeii' Order to preach at 
Hennock. Wolborougb, Tiinstall (Dartmouth), Ilsani, and 
St. Mary-Cburcb. So great was tbe reputed sanctity of the 
pious men of Tor, that gifts flowed in from all sides. Nobly 
endowed an the Ahbey was by the founder, it grew more 
wealthy by the gifts and bequeflts of tbe rich, until at length 
it was unquestionably the best endowed of all the monas- 
teries of this Order in England. Within eight years of the 
founding of the Abbey, lands at Dartmouth came into its 
poBseflsion. Among tbe Corporation Dei-ds of Dartmouth is 
one to the following effect: — "To all sons of Holy Mother 
Church, William Fitz-Stepben, greeting. Know all of you 
that I, for tbe sake of God. and for pious considerations, 
have given and granted to God and the Church of the Holy 
Trinity of Torre, and tbe canons there serving God, the 
Church of Tuuiatal, with all its appurtenances, for tbe 
health of my soul, and of Isabel ray wife, and my heirs, 

■ The PremoiiHtnitenBeB we'e a religious order of reguUr ciinons inititutad 
t>,v St. Xorbert, Hud thence citled Xurliertinea. 'Die timt itionuter; of this 
order wm bnilt by Nnrliert in the Iiile of Fmni^e. nine iniUa to the wett of 
Ijum. luid by hiia oBlled Prenionntre. Preuiunatiatsnici, whence the order 
if«elf wm diinominated. As to the occuion of this anoe bciiiK given, the 
writen of the order iirc divided. The onlrr was approved liy Honoriui II. 
in 1126, and ngain by skveral mcceedinf; I'opc*. At Hnit the HbsCinence from 
tnente wut rigidly obierved; in ISilG Inoncent IT. cooiplained of its being 
neglected to a geneiiil Cliiiiter ; in 1288 their (lenertl, WiUlBm, proenred 
leave of Pope Nichola* IV'. to eat meat on jnurneyi. In lldU l^iu J* 
gnnted tliein a general |ieruii»uiin t« eat ineit, eicept from Scptnagesinu 
Eaner. The religious of this order were clothed in white, with a fcapnlary 
before the cnuock. Out of iloora they wore a white cloak and whl' ' ' 
within, a little eamail, and at clmrcti a «iirplioe. In the Rrst iiion 
liiiilt by Norbert, there wim one for men and another for wmnen, only aep*- 
ntted by a waII. In 1137, by ■ decree of n general ehnpter, thia practi 

pmhihiteil, and (he women were removed lo establishiu — '- -' ■ ' 

tanoe fram those occupied by the men. 
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anil all oiir ancestorii antl Buccei^aora, aud for the soul of 
William Berclielee, in free, pui-e, and periietual alius. .Vud 
that this my gift may remain mtiiied aud unshaken, I hiive 
con&rmed it with settuig thereto my seal. Witness, Sir G, 
de Lucy, BiHiiop of Winchester, William Briwere, liiclmrd 
Heriet, Thomas de Usfiehame, Hfiu-y de Lapumei, .Tohn 
de Torintoue, Matthew Fitz-Herht-rt, Richard Fleming, Wido 
de Aubemaile, William Bavian, Mnrtiu the Chaplain, Itulph 
de Brai, Ralph de More, Kefjanald de Auhemarle," and 
many others. This deed must have been executed befoiv 
1204. because Godfrey de Lucy, Bishop of W'incheeter. 
died in that yeai-. William Briwere, the founder of Torre 
Abbey, died before 1226, and lUchiird Heriet died before 
April Gth, 1208.' 

It may here be incidentally mentioned that the Chm-cb 
referred to above was the Mother Chui-ch of St. Clement, 
at Toimstall, or Tmistal, situated about a mile inland, on 
the summit of a high hill. St. Saviour's, the prestut 
Church of Dartmouth, was hiiilt as a chapel-of-ease to 
Tunstall in 1374. 

William Brewer, supposed to be a cousin of the founder 
of Torre Abbey, aud who was Bishop of Exeter from 1224 
to 1244, confirms this gift in a deed which, after setting 
forth thy particuhiis, goes on to say, "We. for the love 
of God, with the consent of onr Chapter of Exeter, have 
contributed and have granted the Church of Tnnestalle, 
which is vacant, and of right htlonging to the gift of 
the religious men, the Abbot aud Convent of Torre, unto 
the same .\bbot and Convent for ever, to their own use to 
jWBsess the same, with all things unto the same pertaining; 
BO, howe^-er. tliat the same Church bo not in futiu-e defrauded 
of divine ministrations, but that a secular chaplain con- 
tinually reside there, honest and fittiug therefor, who shall 
in the Church aforesaid usefully aud honestly demean bim- 
ttelf ; and that there be saved also in all things the episcopal 
dignity aud that of the Chapter of Exeter." 

• Kifth Ke|iort Hl«l.>rii.Til jrumi-Tipt Coiiiiini-ioiiera. \<. 600. 
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Ttiifl clearly points to some irrcgulai-ity in the ordinary 
c^mduct of the miniBtratioiiH of the Church, or to some 
interruption or interferenct- therewith. It further appears 
that what William Fitz-Stejihen had no generously given 
to the religious men of Torre was protested againnt by hie 
HuccesRor who did not tjiiite concur in tluH gift of Church 
and lands to the monks, notwitlistandiug that it was done 
for the benefit of his ancestors and successors. There was 
a great litigation between the claimant and the possesBors 
uf the estate, hut as the Chiu'ch held the lands, the 
claimant, as a natui'al consequence, went to the wall. 
For example, there is a pai"chment deed in Latin ' which 
purports to be the record of a covenant made in the Court 
of the Lord King, in a suit moved between Gilbert, son of 
Hichard Fitz-Stephen, claiming the advowson of the 
Chui-ch at Tunstalle against the Abbot and Monastery of 
Torre, wliereby he tjuit-claimed all right to the same for 
'20 marks sterling, "In witness whereof the said Gilbert 
has set his seal hereto." The witnesses to this document 
are Robert le Deneys, John de Asseleghe, Kuight, Peter . 
Heym, Philip llurde, A\'illiani de Alehui-u, and others. It 
bears date "Tuesday before the feast of the Epiphany 
A.D. 1294, in the year of the reign of King Edward, 
the 23rd." 

According to another deed, John Raleghe, mariner, of 
l>artmouth, granted to Robert Pampallone a tenement 
in Monkenestrete, within the Manor of Northtone, near 
Hardenaase, to render yeaily to the Abbot and Convent of 
Torre twelve pence and the services due for the same. This 
is dated the eleventh yeai- of Hichai'd II- It is presumed 
that the mariner here referred to was not improbably a 
member of the family from which Sii' Walter Raleigh 
sprang. 

In a document hearuig date the day of St. Stephen, in 
the 16th year of King Heniy, Thomas Wambe, chaplain, 
'gi-anted to the Abbot of Torre a messuage and garden at 
• Kifth Ile]Hirt HUtoriciil .Manutieript Coii» 
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TonstiiUe. " which is situate between the Church of St. 
Oemeiit and the house of the pareoii of the same vill." 

There is also a very quaint parchment deed, according 
to which the Prior of St. Nicholas at Exeter, Collector of 
the tenth (imposed as a Ruhsidy for the Roman Catholic 
Church) acknowledges the receipt of sums respectively from 
the Churches of \Vellehurgh,Torrebrwere, Tonstalle, Brade- 
wortli, Hanoke, the pension from the Prior of Tottont^ys, 
the prebend of the Abbot of Torre, of Asse Clyft, the 
temporalities of tlie Ahhot. This is dated the 13th Dec, 
1303, and is described as being the first term of the third 
year of the said payment. 

tinder date the 35th year of Heniy VI., John More, 
Thomas Gylle, John Maryfeld, John Cade, and Richard 
Rake, granted to Richard Cade, Abbot of Torre, all the 
messuages which they had in Tounestalle of the gift of 
John Jeomelle, and which they had in Torre Mohun, of 
^ft of Kichard Croekex" and Margery his wife, and of 
Richard Wolston. 

In the collection of manuseriptH in the possession of 
Mr. B.- W. PrideauK. of Dai*tmouth, in a deed by which 
John Paytefyn grants to Alice, daughter of Richard Stoke- 
haye. his curtilage in Hardiuasse, to hold of the Lord 
Abbot and Convent of Torre, tlie said .\lice paying to them 
one penny of silver, in efjual portions, at the four principal 
terms of the yeaj:. This bears date the 38th vear of 
Edward III.* 

The Corporation of Totnes have also ii gi-eat number 
of documents of an interesting character, among which 
are some i-efeiTing to Torre. There is, for instance, a roll, 
in Latin, giving an account of the Merchants' Guild at 
Totnes, commencing in A.D. 12fi0, and extending far into 
the reign of Edward I. On one side of thiH roll is a list of 
the members of the fi-atemity, about two hundred in 
namber. The first name on the list is that of the Abbot 
of Torre, who "pays 2b. yeai-ly to the Seneschal of the 
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Guild for all tallages ; '' and next in order is the Abbot of 
Buffesteie (Buckfastleigh). One of the privileges of the 
guild was that the members were able to make all their 
purchases in like tnanner with the burgesses.* 

Matters, however, did not always go on smoothly 
between the men of Torre and the Guild of Totnes, for in 
1313 **it was adjudged by the whole Court Jof the Guild] 
that the men of the Abbot of Torre should be distrained 
because that the said Abbot had not made satisfaction for 
arrears." 

Roger of Buckland was a munificent benefactor ; he 
gave to the Abbey the greater i)art of his inheritance, and 
those gifts were confirmed and added to by his successors, 
one of whom, William, was buried in the conventual 
church. In the "Tor Abbey Cartidari/ are mentioned vaiious 
deeds and instruments, and amongst them the following: 
a deed of Roger de Bokelonde, conveying the wood of 
Bokelond, together with the glebe. By a second document 
Roger surrenders **all his wood with its belongings." There 
is a third deed, evidently relating to the same transaction ; 
also one of Thomas Cole, concerning the wood of Bokelond. 
William de Baldrynton gave to the Abbey half a furlong 
of land in South Brook; and John Gobat, one **claw" 
of land in Southbrook, within the Manor of Bokelond. 
William, son and heir of Roger de Bokelond, confirms 
these concessions by deed. There is also the ratification 
of Gerald de Spineto, formerly Lord of Stoke-in-Tynhed, 
of all lands and tenements, houses, gardens, etc., in Boke- 
lond-in-la-more. In the collection of Trinity College, 
Dul)lin, is a manuscript said to be ** the Chartulary of the 
Monastery of Thorre, in Devonshire.'' It is on vellum, 
extending over 170 leaves, and its records extend from the 
time of King John to 1400, which latter is believed to bei 
the latest express date in the collection; it contains a 
notice of the interments of William Briwere the younger, 
who died in 1232, and of William de Bokelond, and it 

* Third Report Historical Manuscript Commissioneri, p. 3t2. 
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expressly iltcJarefi tLat Ihey were bmied iu the conventiiul 
church. ThtTf is alfio the notice of "a grant by Williiuu 
lie Bokelond of all his land of Redeclire, in the Manor of 
Bnckland, liy metes and hounds, with common of pasture 
liver the said Mnnor, to the Abbot, Sue, of Thorr." There 
is likewise a contirmation from Edward de Spiueto to the 
Abbot of Tliorre, of one fiu'long of land in Heobetore, 
"which William de Bokelond had (pven to the said Ahlntt 
with hia body," with a fm-ther grant of all reliefs, ward- 
^'hips, and other endowments occrn'ring on the said laudii.' 

These are but small items among the gifts by which 
the Abbey became enriched. Grants of extensive manorH 
were added to the Monastery, whose lord, in the extent of 
liifi territory, vied with some of the wealthiest nobles of the 
land. .Among the property belonging to the Abbey may lie 
i-eckoned the manors and churches of Torre and Wool- 
borough ; the lands of Grindle in Woodbury, the fishery of 
Torbay, the tithes of Bt. Mary-Church, the giange and 
lands of Shiphny, the churches of Bradwoithy, Pancnis- 
wicke, and North Shilliugfurd. The manor of Ilsam was 
given to the Abbey, as was also Collaton, in the pansli of 
Paignton. Kingswear was granted by Wiuldo de Vasey, and 
the prebend of Ash Clyst, attached to Ht. Mary's Chapel 
within the Castle of Exeter, was gi-aiited in July, 1242, iu 
jierpeliMiH to Torre .Abbey ; and, in addition, the monks 
possessed th^ rights of common on Dartmoor. The Abbot 
also held the right of presentation to several chmches in 
the neighbourhood, including Cockington, Tor, Heunock, 
Buckland Brewer, and Blackawtou. .All that could con- 
tribute to the magnificence of the church was supplied. 
Bishop Grandisson speaks of its being furnished with 
cloth of gold, with eopes, and the richest of eeclesiaetieal 
ornaments, as well for the altai' as the attire of the chief 
i*ulers of the house, f 

And BO the Monastery grew apace, accumulating lands 
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and money ou all sides. It boeame the centre of a 
liopulatiou which was almost wholly dependent upon it 
for enipio^inent ; the poor were entirely maintained by ita 
charity ; and within its ^alls tlie distressed and friendless 
fomid au asylum. It may, perhaps, not be out of place 
to state here, that in the pre-refonuation days the clergy 
were di^-ided into two gi-eat diviaioni? — the secular clergj', 
or parish priests, lining as they now do among their own 
people, imder their ecclesiaBtical snpertors, the arehdeacona 
and bishops ; and the clerg;y of the various religions orders 
who lived in abbeys and monasteries. With the latter were 
invariably associated a certain number of lay brethren. 
The labours which devolved upon the monks were many 
and arduous. To the Abbey resorted the children of the 
gentry, the merchants, and the richer farmers, to be 
educated ; for although many of the parish priests kept 
schools, the higher class education was entirely in the 
liands of the nionks. Services were maintained at Kings- 
wear, Tunstall, St. Clement, Tor, Aldwtskerswetl, Hennock, 
Newton, and other places, to which some of the brother- 
hood were sent out. They reclaimed binds from bogs, 
commons, and warrens, and won well-earned crops 
from an unwilling soil; they planted mills on the brooks, 
and gi-ound breftdstutTs for themselves and dependents; 
they steutlily cultivated the production of wool, and paved 
the way for the ultimate introduction of the manufacture 
of stuffs, for which the West of England is so well known ; 
they introduced and developed the cultivation of many of 
our fruits and esculents ; whilst their skill in the con- 
struction of granaries and farm buildings is attested by the 
dm-ability of the walls that remain. The first orchai-da in 
Devon were planted by the Cistercians, In addition, t 
rehgioUB houses were a refuge for leai^ied men, and often 
for those who were broken down by disease, or for children 
whom hapless fate had throivn upon the world as orphans. 
It has been too often the fashion to condemn monasticism 
in terms of unmitigated reproach ; but, perhaps, those 
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Vho indulge in audi censui-e are not mindful of what we 
owe to the monks. They were the men who fed " the 
undying lamp of truth," which the "' Happing of a con- 
queror's banner wouhl hlowont for ever," When knowledge 
was shut up in sheepskin scrolls, these patient men 
employed themselves in copying the Classics, the GospelB, 
the dissertations of the Fathers, the accounts of travellers, 
and the records of their own orders. A whole lifetime 
has thus been devoted to the production of a single work. 
Many of these are, for chasteness of design, beauty of 
execution, and brilliancy of coloui, precious works of art; 
and no inconsiderable number of these illuminated missals 
are now of priceless worth. " In an age when books were 
few, so few, so precious, that tliey wert chained to their 
oaken shelves with iron chains, like galley slaves to their 
bencheH. these men with tbeii- laborious hands copied upon 
parchment all the lore and wisdom of the past and trans- 
mitted them to ns. Pei-hapa it is not too much to say 
that, but for these monks, not one line of the classics 
would have reached our day. Surely, then, we can [lardon 
something to tliose superstitious ages, perhaps even the 
mysticism of the scholastic philosophy, ainee, after all, we 
can find no harm in it, only the mistaking of the possible 
for the real, and the high aspirings of the human mind 
after a long-sought and unknown somewhat."* 

It appears, however, that a gi-eat scandal occurred 
during the Abbacy of William Norton, who was confirmed 
Abbot on the 37th of July, 138'2. This prelate is said to 
have been a very amiable man, and led an irreproachable 
life. But even Abliots are not proof against the shafts of 
calumny. It was widely cu-culnted that the Abbot bad 
an-ogated to himself the privilege of the Lord of the Manor 
tn inflict capital punishment, by having decapitated one of 
the Canons, named Simon Hastings, A great outcry was 
made about it, and the poor Abbot was sorely troubled. As 
he could not brook the dreadful accusation, he prayed 

" liongfellow's " Hyperion." 
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Bisliop Brantyngham to cauBe an iiivestigutioii to be made. 
The enquiry was held ou the 14th of August. 1390, and as 
Simon Hastings vma produced in the flesh, the fxcelleat - 
Binhop had no difficulty in pronouncing the accusation to 
bt' ■' a falsehood of the hlackeat dye." The Bishop con- 
gratulated the good Abltot, bore testimony to his blameless 
life, and concluded by anathematizing the party or parties 
who bad so much defamed bim. But, however soothing 
this decision may have been to the Abbot or gi-atifying to 
the Bishop, it appears that there were many incredulous 
folks in the parish, according to whose beHef the weird 
spirit of Simon Hastings haunted the neighboiu'hood of the 
Abbey ; and to this day tradition asBei-ts that the ghost of 
the headless Master Simon Hastings may occasionally be 
seen, mounted on a horse, madly galloping along the 
Avenues. Tlie time generally selected for these inordinate 
equestrian exercises is said to be at midnight in the month 
of November, and should there be a heavy gale of wind 
from the south-west (a by no means improbable contingency 
at that time of the year) the clatter of the horse's boofe is 
distinctly heard ! 

During the time that Norton was at tlie head of the 
Abbey, on July 24th. 1405, Tunstall Vicai-age waa taxed by 
Bishop Stafford, and the deed was signed with the Chapter 
seal of Torre three days afterwards. 

Thomas Dyiire, or Dyer, the fifteenth Abbot, gi-onted 
several leases from 1502 to 1523 : among these is one by 
which he grants land for the Chiu'ch house, afterwards used 
as the parish Workhouse, and since occupied as tenements, 
bemg No, 8 Church Street, Torre. The deed seta forth : — 
" Thomas Dyare, .-Vbbot of our Saviour's Chiu:ch at Torre, 
grants to Thomas Worcester, John Bartlett, sen., John Bart- 
lett, jim., Roger Bartlett, jun., John Waye, Thomas Waye, 
Thomas Colcott, WiUiam Colcott, Tbos. Stremer, and ThoB. 
Bishop, a parcel of land in Torre-Wohun, lying and being 
there between Torre-Mohuu on the South, the land of John 
Cokemau on the West, the King's Highway on the North, 
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and tlif Cliiircli patli on the East, containing seventy feet 
in lengtli, and twenty-four in brea,dtb, to hold tlie siune to 
the ten persons above-named, and to tlieir assigns foi- ever, 
to tile use of the parislj Chnrch, under the yearly rent to 
the Abbot and Convent and then- successora of l&l. at 
Michatlmae. iu heu of all other demand)) and services," 

The rules of the Order were rigidly observed. The 
monkH of Torre Abbey wore hair shirts, and abstained from 
meats ; while tlieir daily and nightly services were numerous 
and exhausting. The Abbey grew rich at the expense of 
the parish or secular clergj' of the neigh bonihood, some of 
vbom were reduced to want. Among the papers in the 
parii^h cheat at Tavistock, there is a petition from the 
officiating priest to the Parishioners in vestry, begging for 
a pair of shoes.* 

With the lapse of years, the sterner niles of life were 
relaxed : with their relaxation were introduced luxury and 
idleness, and thus the way was prepared for numerous evils 
and abuses. It is hut fair, liowever, to say, that of all the 
Beligioiis Houses in the kingdom Torre Abbey appears to 
have come out of the inquu^ conducted by the Commis- 
Bionere of Henry VIII. with the least blame. But the 
reputation of the Abbey for piety and purity could not 
avert the doom which had been pronomiced upon that aud 
other similar uistitutiuns. Had but a tithe of the com- 
plaints made against them been estabhshed, the monasteries 
Would still have been confiscated. The open aud lawless 
lives of many of the religious Orders simply precipitated the 
Et;formation, For more than two hundred yeai-s the land 
had groaned imder the exactions of Rome ; money was not 
only extorted on all sorts of pretences from the monas- 
teries, but no opportunity was lost of wringing it from the 
people and secular clergj'. The taxes paid to the Pope was 
ive-fold that paid to the King from the whole realm.' 
When, therefore, Wicliffe appeared upon the scene in 1.^.54, 

• Mrs. Bray'B Trnditiotis of Deeonsliitr, 
tCiittoti'ii Abridgment, p. l:;8. 
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the people were already ripe for throwing off the yoke of 
Rome. The warfare upon which he entered with the monkn 
resulted in his triumph, (ind although his teachiugn found 
no favour at Court, they were peculiarly acceptable to the 
people, '"becaUBehe taught them that the Pope had no more 
power than the ordinary priest to excomnimiicate or absolve 
men : that neither bishop nor pope can validly excominu- 
nicate any man, unless by siu he has first made himself 
obnoxious to God." • The determination of Henry VIII., 
therefore, to suppress the monasteries, was due not so 
much to personal feeling as it was to carry out a desire 
which he knew was strongly present in the minds of the 
people. It is stated that one day, as the King was con- 
versing with Sir Thomas Wyatt on the contemplated sup- 
preafiion of the monasteries, he expressed bis apprehension 
on the subject, saying he foresaw it would excite general 
alarm should the Crown resume to itself such extensive 
poBBessions as that belonging to the Church, "True, Sire," 
replied Sir Thomas, " But what if the rook's nest were 
buttered '? " Henry understood the force and application of 
the proverb, and from that moment is said to have formed 
the decision of making the nobility a party to the transaction 
hy giving to them a poi-tion of the Church lands, f 

The last of the abbots was Simon Itede, by whom the 
Monastery was surrendered to the Commissioners who were 
appointed to receive it. Rede, with fifteen monks — the 
number had considerably increased since the original en- 
dowment^and about fifty lay brothers and servants, left 
the grand old Abbey on the 25th of April, 153!). The Abbot 
had a comfortable annuity granted him of tGG 18«. 4</.; 
he was still living in 1553, but it is not stated whether he 
continued to receive his income : it is well knowii that in 
a fL'W years after tlie dissolution the annuities granted to 
most of the dispossessed abbots were irregularly paid, and 
at last ceased altogether. 

■ Fox, Act* and Man., vol. 1, p. 657, 
i- Notte'a Edition of Sniref and Wyktt, vol. 2, p. 31. 
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According to Dr. Oliver, the following pensions were 
granted 25 April, 31 Henrj* VLIL : — 

To Simon Rede, the Abbot, per an. 

Richard Mylton 

John Asterege 
John Bagwell 

John Shapeley 

John Laue 

John WjU 

Thomas Jamys 

Thomas Lawdymere 

Thomas Clement 

John Payne 

Thomas Brygeman 

Thomas Emet 
John Ffermer 

Thomas KnoUe 

Richard Youg 

The annual revenues of the Abbey amounted to 
£31)6 0«. 11(/. 

In the Taxatio of Edward I. appears the following 
statement : — 

ABBAS DE TORRE HABET. 

Apud Wollebnrgh que tax 

Tunstall and Aueton 

Apud Fflede 

Apud Helgrug de Redd 

Apud Gormingeston 

Apud Grendell 

Apud Shillingford 

Apud Dabecombe 

Apud Ilesham 

Apud Coleton ... ... ... 
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The following is a list of the Abbots who had the govern- 
ment of Torre Abbey : — 

1. — Adam, who arrived at Tor on the 25th March, 1196. 

2. — Simon, succeeded in 1200.* 

3. — Brianus, confirmed Abbot on Whitsunday, 1264. 

4. — Richard, admitted on Ascension Day, 1270. 

5. — Simon de Plympton, confirmed 7th September, 1330. 

6.— John, admitted 2l8t May, 1849. 

7. — John Cras, 6th December, 1351. 

8. — Bichard. 

9. — John Berkedene. 

10. — William Norton, confinned July 27th, 1382. 
11. — Matthew Yerde or Yard, succeeded 19th July, 1412. 
12.— William Mychell, 19th March, 1413-14. 
13. — John Lacey, 3lRt Januarj-, 1442. 
14.— Richard Cade, about 1463. 
15. — Thomas Dyare or Dyer, about 1500. 
16. — Simon Rede, elected in August, 1523. 

The annual revenues acci-uing to the Crown from the 
multitude of houses supi^ressed amounted to upwards of 
£160,000. The number of ecclesiastical houses thus dis- 
posed of were 645 monasteries, having 28 abbots in Parlia- 
ment, 90 colleges, 2,374 chapels and free chantries, and 
110 hospitals. This property, with the revenues belonginf^ 
to them, it is estimated would be about i'60,000,000. 

This overthrow of a great institution which, with all its 
faults and errors, had accomplished some good in its day, 
was productive of such a dislocation of society as to cause 
many lamentable results. Pauperism, which the lax ad- 
ministration of the ecclesiastical Orders had greatly tended 
to promote, was now charged upon the hundreds and cor- 
porate towns; but this did not suffice, and accordingly able- 
bodied beggars, sturdy monks and nuns, no longer able to 
batten on the charity of. the Church, swarmed through the 

* Mr. Oliver Ktates that Robert aL«o appears as the second abl>ot (probably 
he wAi^ what in modem times is termed a locum ff^iensj, as he finds him as a 
n-itneKS to a covenant between the Dean and Chapter of Kxet^r and the Abbot 
and Convent of Knckfastleigh, made at Exeter on the 29th Jane, 1228. 
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crcatiD}* diBaffection and riots. N'arjoiis nieuKuref* 
adopted to meet tliis pauperifiiu. but it was not till tUe 
45rd Tear of EUzabctli tliiit a general assessment of all 
property was made for the relief of the eick. nged, or im- 
potent, and the employment of the uUe-bodied. 

Ou the dissolution of the monasteries. Tor Abbey and 
ita dvoiL-snc Were in 1548 granted by Henry \TII. to his 
{aii'Ourit«, John St. Leger. This gentleman, it would seem. 
bad Home scruple about the tenure, for in the very same 
year he converted it into cash, or some other "valuable 
eowtideration." by disposing of it to Sir Hugh Pollard. 

bo^e granttson, Hugh Pollard, conveyed it by deed on the 
2nA .\pril, 1580, to Sir Edmund Seymour, of Ben-y Pomeroy. 
Tbf won itnd heir of this baronet sold the property eighteen 
yemrt nller (IHth November, 4th Elizabeth) to Thomas 

lidgewity, anoe^ttor of the Earla of Loudoudeny. who, as the 
Burc^HRor of the Mohuns, waa at that time the lord of the 
manor of Tor Mohun. The demesne of Tor Abbey was 
graoted by letters Patent in the last year of the reign of 
King Edwurd the Sixth to John Ridgeway and John Petre.' 
anil tlieir heirs. To the inhabitants of Torquay the docu- 
moutt is of sufficient interest to warrant its being given at 



"The King, to all to whom these pi-esenta shall come. 
»rndi4 greeting : Know that we, for the sum of nine huniiied 
i] fifty-eight pounds six shillings and eight peuee of 
lawful money of England in the hand of Edmund Peckhimi. 
Koigbt. for our use well and truly paid by our beloved John 
Bidgewny and John Petre. Esijuires, which we acknowledge 
to bave been fully satisfied, and that from the payment 
tbt-recif the same John Ridgeway and John Petre, tlieir 
litint, executors, and administrators, are by these presents 
fully exonerated and discharged, of our special grace, certain 
knowlcdgo. and our own free will, have given and granted, 
aud do by thuMe presents give and grant, unto the aforesaid 

■ Jubn Petn ■ppom to h«ir« ■vteil in Ihe opuritj' ut' trnitti', 
tTlM aritfiiui I* in the |i<MCwlon of Sir L. Patk. i>t Hulilnn. 
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John Kidgeway and John Petre, all that our manor o 
OdichnoU* and Chamleigh, with all its rights, members 
j ; libei-ties, and appurtenances, in our coimty of Devon, for- 

merly parcel of lands in the possession and reversion o: 
the late monastery of Christchurch, Twyneham, in ou] 
3' ^ county of Sussex, now dissolved. And all that our Manoi 

\\l of Tonnohun, with all its rights, members, liberties, anc 

» « • 

Ji.. appurtenances, in the said county of Devon, formerly be- 

longing and appertaining to tlie late monastery of Torre; 
in the same count}' of Devon, now dissolved, bemg parcel 
of lands lately in their 2^ossession and reversion. And al 
and singular the messuages, mills, granaries, houses, edi- 
iices, barns, stables, dove houses, i^ln-i^tations, orchards 
gardens, lands, tenements, meadows, feedings, pasture, 
'j-j j commons, wastes, brakes, heather, thickets, marshes, tur- 

baries, waters, fisheries, rights of fishing, woods, under- 
,j woods, rents, reversions, services, rents of assize, and rentfi 

ij ' reserved upon any leases, and rents as well of free af 

1; i customarv tenants, natives, t male and female, and villeins 

'j 1 1 and their goods and ehatti-ls. And also courts leet, new ol 

franki)ledge, waifs, estrays, the goods of felons, fugitives, 

and suicides, deodands, treasure trove, wrecks of the sea, 

warn-ns, wardships, marriages, escheats, releases, fines, 

■ ami'rcements, customs, fairs, market tolls, dues, service 

and aids of tenantry. And all and singular our rights, 
,. jurisdicti<uis, franchises, liberties, privileges, profits, com- 

modities, emoluments, and hereditaments, whatsoevi-r, with 
all their ai)piu*tenances, situate, lying, and being in Odich- 
null, Chamleigh, P^dgynswell, Scuith Wilberg,and Tormohim, 
in the said county of Devon, and all other places wliatso- 
I'Vt r in the same countv of Devon, known as the Manor oi 
OdichnoU and Chamleigh, and the said Manor of Tonnohun, 
,; or to tither of them, in iu\y manner belonging or appiTtainin}« 

■i or at any time heretofore held, known, accepted, occupied, 

?i |- Ieji^< d, used, or reputed to be members, 2)>n'ts or parcels ol 



* In tlio parish of Kinpikenivhell. 
tXativcH, I*, r. ulavex l)oni on the ])reniif(efl. 
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e monorH, or any of them. And also all those our 
lands called Haliugeombe, with the appurtenances, cou- 
taiolng by estimation sixteen acres, lying and being in 
the pai'ish of Ley, in our county of Somerset, now or 
lately in tlie tenure or occuimtion of Philip Homer, and 
some time since helonging and appertaining to and being 
part of the possession of the late Gild of Stokelane, 
otherwise culled Mychell Btoke, within the pariah of 
Dowlting, in the said coimt3' of Somerset, now dis- 
solved. And also all those our lands and |)astures. 
with the appurtenances, called Lamon Field, with its 
appm'tenances, now or late in the tenure or occupation of 
William CoUyns, of Englyshcombe, and Johanna, his wife, 
and William, their son, lying and being within the parish 
of Camerton. in our county of Somerset, and sometime 
since belonging and appertaining to and being part of the 
possession of the late Priory of Bathe, in the same co. of 
Somerset, now dissolved. And also all and all manner of 
our woods, underwoods, and trees, whatsoever. In and upon 
all and singular the premises gi'owing and being, and all 
the ground roots and soil of the same woods and under- 
woods. And the reversion and reversions whatsoever of all 
and singular the premises or any part thereof. And also 
the rents and annual profits wliatsoever reserved on any 
lenses and grants of the premises, or any part thereof, in any 
way, made as fully, freely, and entirely, and in as ample a 
manner and form as any Prior or Abbot of the said Monastery 
of Christclnirch, Twyneham, or any Abbot of the said late 
Monastery of Torre, or any Guardian, Master, or Governor 
of the said late Gild of Stokelane, otherwise called Mychell 
Stoke, or any Prior of the said late Priory of Bathe, or any 
other or others heretofore holding, possessing, or being 
seized of the aforesaid Manor, and other the premises, or 
any part thereof, at any time had, held, or enjoyed, or 
ought to have had, held, or enjoyed the same. And as 
fiilly, freely, and entirely, and in as ample a manner and 
form as the same come or ought to have come to, or now 
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are, oi" ouf^bt to be, or to liave been, iu our Uands, or 
bands of onr moat beloved fatber, Henry VIII., late King 
of England, either liy reason or on account of the said re- 
spective (liBRolution of the said late Monasteries, Priory, 
and Gild, or by reason or on aecount of any deed of gift, 
grant, or confii-mation, heretofore made to us or to our, 
aforesaid father, or by reason or on account of any Act o? 
Acts of Parliament, or in any other manner, right, or titla, 
whatsoever. And fnrthei". we give, and for the consideration 
aforesaid by these presents grant, unto the aforesaid John 
Ridgeway and John Petre. \vitbiii the aforesaid Manors and 
all others, tbe premises and within any part thereof, such, 
the sanie, and the like courts k-et, view of frankpledge, and 
all things belonging or appertaining to view of frankpledge, 
fljid assays of bread, wine, and bei^r. And also waifs, estrays, 
goods of felons, fugitives, and suicides, and detidandfi, trea-, 
Bure-trove, wreck of the sea, free wan-en. and all other oui 
rights, jurisdictions, liberties, franchises, privileges, profits, 
commodities, emoluments, and hereditaments, as and as 
fully, freely, and entirely, and in as ample a manner and 
form as any Prior or Abbot of the said late Monastery of; 
Christeliurche, or any Abbot of the said late Monastery of 
Torre, or any Guardian. Master, or Governor of the said late 
Gild of Twyneham, Stokelane, otherwise Mychell Stoke, orj 
any Priest of the said late Priory of Bathe, or other 
others heretofore holding, possessing, or being ntieed of tht 
aforesaid Manor and other premises, or any part thereof 
any time had, held, or enjoyed, or ought to have hod, held, 
or enjoyed, iiithi- aforesaid Manor, and other the premises^ 
or any part thereof, by reason or on account of any De«d 
gift, grant, or confii-mation. or any Letters Patent tiereti 
fore made, granted, or confumed by ns. or hy any predi 
oessor of ours on the throne of England, or by reason 
on account of any preficrii)tion, use, or custom heretol 
had or used, or in or by any other manner, right, or titli 
All which Manors, and all and singular other the p 
before mentioned and expressed, with the appurtenanoeaJ 
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now reach the clear yearly value of tSS 8*. To have, 
hold, and enjoy the aforesaid manors, meHSiiages. lande, 
tenements, meadows, feedinge, pantureH, woods, under^voods, 
rents, reversions, services, liberties, franchises, privileges, 
hereditaments, and all and singular other the premises 
hereinbefore expressed and described, with all their rights, 
members, and appurtenances, to the aforesaid John Bidge- 
way and John Petre, their heirs, and assigns for ever, to 
the proper use and behoof of them the said John Ridge- 
way and John Petre, their heirs, and assigns for ever. To 
hold the aforesaid Manor of Odichnoll and Chamleigh, and 
the said Manor of Tormohun, and all other the premises, 
with the appurtenances belonging to the same Manors, or 
belonging and appertaining to either of them, as afoit-said, 
of UB, our heirs, and successors, in cnpitv by the services of 
the fortieth part of one Kni/fkt's fee. And to hold the afore- 
said lands, meadows, pastures, and other the premises in 
the said parishes of Ley and Canierton, in the said county 
of Somerset, of us, mvc heirs, and successors, as of our 
Manor of East Greenwiche, in our county of Kent, by fealty 
only in /fc Hoaiifi; and not in cupitr at all, the rents, ser- 
vices, and demands whatsoever, for the said premises, or 
any of them, in any way rendered, paid, or made to us, our 
bvirs, or successors. And, moreover, of our further gi-ace 
w« give, and for the consideration aforesaid by these prt- 
s«nt^ grant, unto the said John Uidgeway and John Petre, 
uU issues, rents, reversions, and profits issuing or arising 
from the aforesaid Manors, and all and singular other the 
premises from the Feast of St. Michael the Archangel last 
past : To hold to them, the said John Itidgeway and John 
Petre, of our gift, so to be rendered, paid, or made, without 
composition and in no other way than the same would have 
l>een rendered, paid, or made to us, our heirs, and Rucceseors. 
And. moreover, we will, and for the consideration aforesaid 
grant, onto the said John Ridgeway and John Petre, their 
heirs, and assigns, that we, oui" heii's, and successors, will 
exonerate, acquit, and keep indemnified for ever, yearly, 
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odA from time to time, as well the same John Ridgewsy 
and John Petre, then: executors, administrators, assigns, 
and any of them, as the aforesaid manors, messuages, lands, 
tenements, and all and singular other the premises, an3.J 
any part thereof, as against our heirs and successors, and I 
a,s against any other person and persons whomsoever, ftom 1 
all and all manner of corrodies, rents, fees, aunnitiea, pen- 
sions, portions, and sums of money, and incumhranee 
whatsoever, from the aforesaid manors, and any other the 
premises, or any part thereof, in any manner issuing orJ 
due. or thereupon charged or to he charged ; and alsofl 
from the services herembefore reserved by these presents; 
and besides, from any leases and grants for terms of life or 
years, made of the premises, or any part thereof, on which 
the ancient rent or more is reserved ; and besides, from 
the twenty shillings yearly for the Right of Bailiwick 
within the aforesaid Manor of Odichnoll and Chamleigh, 
and moreover, from the 2Gs. 8(/. due yearly for the Bight otm 
Bailiwick within the aioresaid Manor of Tormohim. Fa 
we willing, and by these presents firmly enjoining, comJ 
niand the Chancellor and Surveyor-General and the Couni 
of our Court of Augmentation of' our Crown, as well i 
evei-y Receiver, Auditor, and other Officer and Ministei 
whatsoever, of us, our heirs, and successors for the timj 
being, that tlu-y and any of them, upon their constructio] 
alone of these our Letters Patent, or the enrolment of t 
same, without having in any manner produced or obtained 
any other Writ or Warrant from us, our heirs, c 
shall make or cause to he made from time to time to thi 
said John Ridgeway and John Potre, their heirs, and as- 
signs, full, entire, and due allocation* and clear exonera- 
tion from all and all manner of coiTodies, rents, fees, and 
annuities, and sums of money, and incumbrances what- 
soever, from the premises issuing, or due, or thereupon 
charged or to be charged as aforesaid. And that these our 
Letters Patent, or the enrolment of the same, shall 
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yearly aiid from time to tyne a sufficient warrant and dis- 
clmrge in this bfhalf, aa well for the eaid Cbaiicellor and 
Stineyor- General and tlie Counsel of our said Court of 
Augmentation of our Crowu, as for every Receiver, Auditor, 
and other Officer and Muiister, of our own heirs and suc- 
cessors whatsoever for the time being, and any of them. 
And also we will, and by these presents grant, unto the eaid 
John Ridgeway and John Petre that they have and shall 
have these our Letters Patent made and sealed in due 
manner, under our gi-eat seal of England, without fine or 
fee, large or small, in any way rendered, paid, or made to 
us in our Uanaper Office, or elsewhere, to our use. There- 
fore that express mention, &c. In witness whereof, i&c. 
Witness the King at Westminster, the 24lh day of February. 

"By writ of Privy Seal," &c., &c. 
With the Londonderry family the entire manor re- 
until about the year 1653, when it wan again 

Hed into two jjortions ; the demesne of Tor Abbey was 
sold to John Stowell, from whom, in 1662, it was purchased 
by Sir George Cary of Cockington, The Manor of Tor- 
mohnn (or Torwood, as it is now commonly knoivn) passed 
by the marriage * of Lucy Ridgeway, one of the London- 
derry co-heiresaes, to Arthur, Earl of Donegal (October 8rd, 
1716), into tliat family; and in 1768 was purchased by Sir 
Robert Palk, In the possession of the descendants of Sir 
George Cary and Sir Robert Palk the respective estates 
remain to the present time. 
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Loiiditwn oj tilt District in the Sixteenth Century. — Leiand's Account of ] 
Tiirbay.&e.—Turr Key. temp. Henry VIll.—Tlie Efftcts of Maritiml i 
Discoviriei.—Tor fart of the "Port of Dartmouth."— The Spirit of I 
Adventure. —Local Marilime Enterprise. — Lotal Sanies and Custonu j 
perpetuated iii the Sen: Colonies. 



^F the condition of this district in the eisteentb | 
centmy, John Leland gives some account. He | 
was hhrarian to Henry ^lU., and nas coniii 
Bioned to travel through the country' and make a { 
fiuivey. On his return from Cornwall he pap 
through this pariah, in 15"2.'». He writes: "After | 
passing Penton (Paignton) almost three railem, there cum- 
meth down a praty broke, and running by the shore sauds 
Koith into the see in Torrebay. Torrebuy village and i 
Priorie a mile off. There is a peere and socour for tischar ) 
boats in the bottom by ToiTe Prior. In tins priorie be thi'ee 
fair gate liouses, William liruer the first made this house I 
on his own ground. Bruer bought Torre Molmn, thereby, i 
and gave it to this Abbay. Petrus filius (Matthrei tht-i'e | 
bui'ied) gave land to it. Dawiiey gave Northton to thia J 

priorie iseakre, a rich merchant, gave much 1 

to this priorie. Men of Dartmouth caullt- it but four miles \ 
betwixt mouth of Dert and Torre, but I take it to be more, 
and that but only on to Byi-i Pointe. The west pointe of J 
Torrebay is caullid Byri, and more than within a mile of this [ 
pointe is a praty Toune of Fischar men, called Brixham, 
and this toime is a member of the privilege of Dertmouth.-l 
I marked almost in the middle of this bay one house set I 
on the hard shore, and a small peere by it as a socour for I 
fischar boats iLivermead; . I take thia bay of Torre by j 



UCLAXDS ACCOINT OK TORBIY. 



3(t 



tation to be a ten miles aud more in compace, aud Byri 
aud Petitorre pointe& lie distant a great lege, that is, alwut 
a four miles. Fiscliar men hatb diverss t>TneB taken up 
with thejT nettes ^-n Torrebay mussons of harts, whereby 
men judge that in tjTnes paste it hatb been forest grounds. 
The est pointe of Ton-ebay ys cauhid Petitorre. and to the 
sight it is not so mucli pointed as Byri Hept is. There is 
by Petitorre a great rokke called lleston, or an isle en- 
vironed with the sea. There is another rokiey isle far 
bigger than lleston, and is caullid Horestone. It lyetb a 
mile south est into the se from Petitorre Point. There is 
also an isle caullid Elak Rok. This lyeth by the shore 
abont a mile by south est Ei'om Petitorre, towards Teigii- 
mouth. From Petitorre toTeignmouth by a shore a little 
bajdng is a five miles scant. The whole ground betwixt 
Torrebay and Exmoutb. booth sumwhat to the shore, and 
especially inward, is wel inclosed, fruteftil of corne and 
gi-asse, and meatly wel wodid, and this quainter is caullid the 
South Hammea, being the frutefulest part of all Devonshire. 
From Torrebay Priorie and Towne to Hachara a 3 miles." 

In a chart or bird's eye view of the havens and rivers of 
South Devon, as they appeared in the time of Henry VIII., 
from a roll in the Cottonian Librarj-, " Torre Key" is a 
Tery prominent object, being apparently a rudely con- 
structed pier, the outer arm being in the direction of the 
wt;st. On the hill once known as the Beacon, now the site 
of the Baths, and also on Livermead Head, are depicted 
two castles or forts, and beneath each are the words " not 
made." It appears that while the kingdom was alternately 
ravaged by the partisans of the Honses of York and Lan- 
caster — issues which were not materially felt in the south — 
the French and other freebooters seized the opportunity of 
pillaging the coast towns. It was for the better defence of 
the Bhore that Henry VIII. caused a survey to be made, and 
a cordon of forts was recommended. Many of these forts 
were built, but no attempt was made to raise any on the 
ehorea of Torbay. 
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The discovery of Amerioft by Coiumbus in the reign of 
Henry VII., the voyage of Vasco de Gama round the Cape 
of Good Hope to India, together with the repeated voyages 
of the Cabots to the West, awakened the spirit of adventure 
in the men of Devonshire. The " Port of Dai-traouth " 
figures very birgely in the annals of the reign of Elizabeth. 
From tbenee John Da\'i8 made three voyages to discover 
a North-West passage to China, and pushed his way up the 
Straits which bear his name. This was in 1585, 1586, 
and 1587. Davis was associated in this undertaking with 
Adrian Gilbert, and was assisted by Secretary Walsingham 
and the Exeter Guild of Merchants. Davis failed to And 
the North-West passage, and bo in the fourth adventure he 
took the oceanic route to India, and inti-oduced the trade to 
Exeter and Dartmouth. Sir John Ross, writing of Davie's 
Arctic voyages, says, "The discoveries which he made in 
the course of bis three voyages proved of great commercial 
importance; since to him, more than to any preceding or 
subsequent navigator, has the whale fishery been indebted. 
Let not his name be slightly passed over ! In talent he 
has not had many rivals ; and it is ignorance, probably, 
rather than ingratitude, which fails to thank him for the debta 
owed him by British commerce," Kaleigh, the Gilberts, 
and others, equipped expeditions for discovering and colo- 
nizing new countries. In the honours which are thus 
ascribed to Dartmouth, Tor and the district have a large 
share ; the whole of this aeaboai-d formed an integral part 
of " the Port of Dartmouth " before the time that the dues 
of the port were granted to Richard Cceiu- de Lion. On 
one occasion — the siege of Calais — the port of Dartmouth 
furnished 31 ships and nearly 800 men. This, clearly, 
could not refer to the town of Dartmouth alone, for at 
that time its population was far below the number of men 
on boai-d the vessels. It is evident from this fact that " the 
port " meant the whole of the district embraced in the 
king's fiscal port, and not the haven alone. 

The glowing accounts of the successes of the Spaniards 
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in America, and tbe vaBt quantities of treasure brought 
liome to Europe, fired the minds of tlie people of Devon 
to such a degree, that adventurers like Drake, Hnwkinn, 
Krolfisher, Riijeigh, and Gilbert, had no difficulty in oh- 
taining all tbe men they required to go in quest of new 
laude, or to despuil the gold-laden galleons on their 
homeward voyage. The Port of Dartmouth was at one time 
the third in iinpoi-tance in the Kingdom. Newfoundland 
waa colonised by west countrymen, and its fish trade 
centred in Dartmouth. From Cockington, Tor, Ipplepen, 
Deubury, Paigntou, and al! the hamletB that fringe the 
banks of the Dart from Totnes to Dartmoutli, came numbers 
of hardy men full of daring and enterprise, ready either 
lo devote their energies to the peaceful piu-suits of coloniza- 
tion, or to join a band of adventurers in a descent on the 
Spanish Main. And it is owing to these early colonizers 
that the names of Devonehire harbours and tuwns are 
reproduced in Newfoundland and manj' other parts of the 
New World. There is a Torbay on the east coast of New- 
fouodland ; there is another in Nova Scotia ; Davis named 
Exeter Sound in honour of the Company who helped him ; 
and Bridgtlowu, Dartmouth, aud others, are widely per- 
petuated. At this very day, in the annual sports of some of 
the villages of Newfoundland, many of the customs which 
prevail in Devonshire are observed. As an illuBtration, it 
may be stated that in the village of Denbury, six miles 
from Tortjuay, an annual fair is held. As a part of the 
fun of the fair, there is a procession of the country-folk, 
and the prominent feature therein is a representation of 
Old Father and Mother Denbury. The fair was granted by 
charter, in which reference is made to these personages ; 
bat there is nothing on record to explain why their memory 
should be thus commemorated. In some of the villages of 
Sewfotmdiand, Denbury fair is also held, with thi? identical 
procession, and the figures of Old Father and Mother 
Denbury as the principal attraction. 
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fHE (iveuts wliieli occurred on the shores of Torbny,] 
in connection with that gi'eatest of all England'al 
(iaiigern, the thi-eatened Spanish Armada, ileservM 
, more than a passing record. PhiUp's deteF4.« 
miuation to attack England was boastfully pro-T 
claimed throughout Eui'ope. Dui-ing the yeorj 
1686 a large fleet had been gatheiing in the Tagut 
from the close of that year the work of preparation for th&l 
grand enterprise was actively pushed forward both by acM 
and land. 

All England was aroused. National patriotism over-J 
oame religious enmities. Catholics but lately in > 
league against the Queen ^'ied with the Protestants in tbei 
zeal to repel the hiyotted and fanatical tyrant who repre 
sented the cause of Rome. Amongst the urgent ordei 
despatched to the county leaders at this crisis, were lettei 
to Mr. George Gary, of Cockingtou ; to Sir John Gilbert, ( 
Compton ; and Colonel Sir Edwai'd Seymoiu', of Ton 
Abbey, enjoining all despatch in the raising of men i 
horse. 

In the spring of 1587 (April 'ind), Sir Francis Dral 
Hailed from Plymouth in the hope of frustrating the destgi 
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of tlie Hpaniards, aud tLoii(;h, in consequence of a recall, 
Le did not Bitcceed in tbis, lie at lea8t retarded the Hailing 
of the enemy's fleet, aud gained what was extremely valu- 
able to the English at that moment. — time. On the 
morning of his departure. Sii- Francis wrote to Walsing- 
ham : " This lawt night past came unto us the ship Hoynl 
MercJiimt, with four of the rest of the London fleet; the 
wind would permit them no sooner. The wind commands 
me away — om- ship is under sail. God grunt we may so 
live in this fear as the enemy may have cause to say that 
God dotb fight for lier Majesty as well abroad as at 
home.'" Animated with this stout spirit, the ^Titer 
. entered Cadiz harbour on the 19tb of April. He arrived 
not a moment too soon, for the fleet there was i)reparing 
to join the still greater fleet at Lisbon. Drake, witli mar- 
vellous dasb and courage, swooped down upon the Spaniards. 
In tbirty-sL\ hours he burnt, sunk, or captured, fhipping of 
ten thousand tons burthen, bringing home with bim to 
England a lai"ge galleon laden with specie,— a seasonable 
prize, which was used for the payment of the soldiers and 
sailors. This splendid service, which Sir Francis called 
" Singeing the Spanish King's Beard," averted that 
monarch's attack for a period. 

During the nnmnier and winter of 1587, the eoimtry 
was placed in as good a state of defence as the time and 
condition of the treasury would permit. Hurveys were 
taken of the coast, especial attention bemg paid to Devon 
and Cornwall, for on some part of the western peninsula 
it was believed the descent would be made. 

In the spring of 1588 a Commission was issued to Sir 
William Coiirtenay, Sii- Robert Deuys, Sir John Gilbert, 
Sb' Arthur Basset, aud Sir John Chichester, who were to 
afisemble together and make the best ai'rangements for the 
defence of the countiy. They had authority to raise and 
equip two thousand footmen, and two hundred horsemen. 
In addition, the clergj- provided thu'ty-one horses, eight 

• Bnrrow'a Lifr 0/ Ih-olce. 
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coreleta, seventy-five muBketG, one hundred and eighty^ 
calivers, and ninety-eight bills. The Dean and Chapter of 
Exeter furnished eleven horses, ten corslets, seven niusketB, 
and five ealivers. The county was divided into three tnili - > 
tiirj- divisions, and in each division there were raised two i 
regiments, each consisting of eight hundred men. Sir 
William Courtenay and Sir Thomas Denys were appointed 
Colonels in the East ; Mr. Fortescue and Mr. Pollard in the I 
West ; and Sii" Edward Seymour, owner of Torre Abbey, 
and Mr. George Cai"y, owner of Cockingtou, who had lately 
been summoned from the direction of defc-nsive works at | 
J.lover. were in command of two regiments for the protec- 
tion of the South, 

At length " The Most Fortunate and Inrincible Armada** ■ 
was ready for sea. The vessels of which it was composed I 
were chiefly of two kinds; the largest, known as galleons — I 
heavy, unwieldy ships, curiously built, and having in the , 
after part as many as five or six decks — appeared at a | 
distance like huge floating castles ; the smaller ones, called 1 
giilleasses, or galleys, were propelled by oars as well as I 
by sails. The whole force consisted of one Imudred and 
tliirty-two vessels, of the total burthen of fiO.OOO tons. 
The cannon, demi-cannon, culverins, and derai-culverins, 
the fowlers, the great basses, tlie faWTonets, and other j 
kinds of ordnance, numbered La all S.lfiS pieces. There I 
were on board 8,766 sailors, 3,088 galley slaves, and SI, 855 I 
soldiers, officers, and volunteers, besides 300 monks, priests, 
and functionaries of the Inquisition. Boom was also pro- 
vided for 17,000 more soldiers who were to be shipped at J 
or near Calais. 

The English fleet which had to withstand this gieat i 
armament was comparatively insignificant. The whole of | 
the Royal Navy consisted of only thirty-four ships; the [ 
merchants were, therefore, called upon to place their craft ! 
at the disposal of the Government ; but it may be readily 1 
understood that as these were simply traders, they were in 1 
no way suitable for warlike purposes. The navy proper I 
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eimeistetl of tliirty-four Rbips of an aggregate biii'tlien of 
11,850 toils, and carried only 837 gunH aud 6,279 men. 
London, PljTiioutb, Dartmouth, Exeter, every port in fact, 
fomislied vessels and men, numbers of gentlemen serving 
on board as Volunteers. The Netherlands supplied a con- 
tingent of tweuty ships, the lai'geet of which, however, was 
not more than 80 tons. At length Lord Howard found that > 
the fleet under his command consisted of two hundred sail, 
large and umall, many being but pinnaces. The total 
burthen was 30,000 tons, and the niunber of men about 
16,000. The English force was thus comparatively weak, 
but what was wanting in numbei-s, strength, and material, 
was more than compensated by devotion, courage, and skill. 

On tlie iCJtli of May, 1588, the Armada sailed out of the 
TagUE. When off Cape Finisterre, tempestuous weather 
drove it back. The same storm also inflicted injuries on 
the EngliHh squadron of obsen'ation, which was compelled 
to return to the English coast for rei)airs. On the 12th 
of July the .\nnada again left Spain, and on the 19th 
Btgbted the Lizard Point. According to a letter after- 
wards wTitteu by Don Pedro to the King of Spain, it 
appears that it was the intention of the Duke de Medina 
Sidonia, who had the command of the Annada. to have 
BOrprised tlie EngUsh fleet in Plj-mouth Round. This, how- 
ever, was prevented; for a pilot named Fleming, having 
noticed the approach of the Spaniards, crowded on all aail 
for Plymimth, and eommimicatcd the newB to Lord Howard, 
who, with Drake and others, so tradition says, were at that 
moment playing bowls on Plymouth Hoe. DraJte demurred 
to being disturbed, saying, "Nay, let us play ont our 
match ; there will be plenty of time to win the game, and 
beat the Spaniards too." 

That July night each headland and point along the 
coast blazed forth with its beacon fire. The preconcerted 
signal, announcing the coming of the Spaniards in the 
Channel, was thoroughly understood. From Plymouth Hoe, 
the Staddon Heights, Wembnry, Prawle, and Start, the 
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board Sir Francis's ship with forty of his followei-e, where, 
first giving him the nmijf, be protested that he and all his I 
were ready to die in defeuce had they not falJtn under hi» I 
ixiwer, whose valour and felicity was so great, that Mars I 
and Neptune seemed to attend him in his attempts, and J 
whose generous mind towards the vanquislied had oftea I 
heeu experienced, even of his greatest foes. Sir Francis, 
requiting his Spanish compliments with honourable | 
English courtesies, placed him at his table, and h 
him in his own cabin. The residue of that company werel 
fient to PljTnuuth, where they remained eighteen months, I 
untU then- ransoms were paid; but Sir Francis's soldiers^ 
had well paid themselves with the spoil of the ship, where- I 
in were 15,000 ducats in gold, which they shared merrily'i 
among tbom." Sir Francis Drake transferred the Capitntta I 
to Capt. Jacob Whiddon of the Ruvbitck, 350 tons, belonging- J 
to Sir Walter Raleigh, and with the assistance of some I 
Brixham fishermen she was brought into Torbay, where J 
she was enti-usted to the safe keeping of Mr. George Gary I 
and Su- John Gilbert, 

At five o'clock on Tuesday morning, the 2,Srd, thai 
Spaniards were off Portland, where "' tlie most furious and; 
bloody skirmish of all" took place. 

In the course of Wednesday the English ships were-l 
unable to continue the engagement in consequence of the! 
exhaustion of their ammunition. Fast sailing pinnaces I 
scoured the coasts, gleaning every ounce of powder thafeJ 
could he obtained. The following despatches will fairly V 
indicate the condition of the fleet in this respect : — 

" I have received letters from the Right Hon, the Lord I 
High Admu-al of England, advertising mito me that hisi 
Lordship hath taken two great carracks or ships from the J 
enemy, and sent to the shore, wherein is great store ofJ 
powder and shot in either of them, and requireth that all J 
the said powder and shot shall be sent unto his Lordship I 
with all possible expedition, for that the state of the realma 
dependcth upon the present supply of such want. 
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"These are, therefore, in Her Majesty's mime, straightly 
to charge aod command you forthwith, upon rf ceijit here- 
of, you make diligent enquiry to whiit place the said 
carracks or ships are gone, and if they shall arrive near 
yoQ, to cause the said powder and shot to be conveyed to 
his Lordship with all good speed. 

"Further charging you and commanding you to take the 
like order, by giving intelligence hereof from port to port, 
until his Lordship's command shall tlierein be performed. 

" Whereof fail yon not upon your allegiance. 

" Richard Pitts, Mayor. 
"Weymouth and Melcorahe Regis, this 24th of July, 1588. 

'T.S, — You shall find the English fleet on the sea 
between this place and the Isle of Wight, or eastwards. 

"To the Mayor of Lyme llegis, and, in his absence, to 
her Majesty's ofRcers in that phiee," 



" Received this, the same day, by nine of the clock in the 
morning, and have Bent out for the same purpose to seek 
out the same ships, and we see one great ship alone to lie 
in sight of this town of Lyme, and we think it is one of 
the ships. ".Johs Jones, Mayor." 



" Received, the said 24th day, at two o'clock in the 
afternoon. "Robert Desys," 



"Mr. Upton, — Repair, I pray you, forthwith, to Dart- 
month, and despatch away the powder and shot, according 
to the contents of this direction. " Jons Gilbert. 

"George C.utv, 

"Received the d4th July, about nine of the clock." 



Two daya afterwards, on the 26th, the Coimcil sent an 
urgent order to Sir John Gilbert, reqnb-ing him to remove 
the powder from the Ciipitana and send it to the fleet. 



so 
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This order, however, had been tmticipated, as ■will be 

by the reply : — 

" My duty unto yoiu- honours most bumbly remembered. 
I have received your lordabipH' letter of the 2fith of July for 
the sending away of 300 or 400 barrels to the Earl of .i 
Sasaex, out of the ^panisli ship taken by Her Majesty's 
fleet (all which powder and shot that could be found in her 
was sent away to my Lord Admiral}, for that his Lordship 
Bent to Weymouth this du'ection for powder and shot, and 
also sent a pinnace from the fleet of purpose for the powd* 
and shot that was in the ship, which was but 88 barrels 
powder and 1,600 shot, that 1 could by any means learn 
of) ; after, I came to sea, and if I find any in unloading of 
the ship, I will with all speed send it to the Earl of Sussex, 
according to yom' honoms' directions, and will have special 
care for the putting in safety of the ordnance and otherJ 
munitions and goods in the ship whatsoever. 

" Having no further to trouble yom- Honours withall at' 
present, most humblj' I take my leave. 

" From Greenway, this 'iOth July, 1588. 

" Your Honours' most humbly to command, 

" John Gn.BEitT. 

" To the Right Hon. and very good Lords, the Lords 
Her Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Council," 
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While the battle was going on in the Channel, the Priv; 
Council, in a letter signed by Hatton, Burghley, and fivi 
others, desired the Archbishop of Canterbury to " order thfj 
parsons to get the people to pray against the Spaniards." 

To retm*n to the fight. The Armada still held on an 
was driven into Calais, On Sunday night, the 28th, thflj 
Spaniards were thrown into utter confusion by the fire shipi 
sent among.st them by tlie English; they sUpped thei 
cables and stood out to sea, where they were again aesaili 
with untiring energy. And here the work of deetructioi 
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commenced by England's navy was completed '' by a more 
violent storm than was ever seen before at that time of the 
year." Completely crippled, the Invincible Armada stag- 
gered before the storm through the North Sea, and round 
the Scottish and Irish coasts, and the remnant that reached 
Spain comprised only fifty-three ships out of the hundred 
and thirty-two which had so vauntingly set forth iu the 
early part of July. 
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[ON PEDRO'S ship was brought into Torbay on 
the 26th. On the 27th, Mr. Cary, in a letter to 
the Privy Council, speaks of the ship, the arrival 
of which '*your honours have been heretofore 
advertized of." It can be well understood how 
eagerly the inhabitants of Brixham, Paignton, Cockington, 
of Torre and St. Mary-Church, flocked out to see the 
ship towed in by the Ilovhncky assisted by a number of 
Brixham fishermen.* They exulted in the defeat of the 
Spaniards, against whom they entertained feelings of the 
deepest hatred. Mr. Cary speaks of the ** peril *' of keep- 
ing the prisoners, and of the ** discontentment over the 
country, greatest of all that a nation so much disliking 
unto them should remain amongst them.** It is on record 

* Mr. Froude, in bis History of England, speaks of the Rod^uck aa a 
trawler ; the fact is, the Roebuck was a ship of 350 tons burthen, belonging to 
Sir Walter Raleigh, and commanded by as daring a man as any in the fleet, — 
Captain Jacob Wlhiddon. 
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a order was given for the execution of the Spaniards 
wherever they sbould be fouud ; but, happily, the dreadful 
behest waB rescinded, and tlie annals of England escaped 
being staineA hy so bloody a deed. The number of pri- 
soners being not much leas than four hundred, Mr. Cary 
and Sir John Gilbei-t would not permit them to be landed 
unless guarded by soldiers. Whether the men were landed 
on the fpiay or on the sands is not knomi. The probabiHty 
is in farour of the latter, as it was the nearest to the Bam, 
the place destined for their safe custody, and the sands 
were sufficiently capacious, boi-d, and firm, to permit the 
manreurring of a troop of horse to cover the lauding. The 
Spaniards were brought on shore and guarded by a troop of 
demi-lances which bad been ijuartered at St. Mai-y-Church. 
Mr, Cary demanded a stronger force, fearing that the sol- 
ditry he had were insufficient to control so large a body of 
prisoners ; and on the 9tb of August the Council wrote to him 
requiring him " to allege reasons why the one hundred and 
fifty men of Mr. Fulford's band ought to be assigned to 
him in addition, for the better defence of Torbay." The 
Spaniards were imprisoned in the Grange close by Torre 
Abbey, and from tliat circumstance it has ever since borne 
the name of the Spanish Barn. It was for some time in 
doubt whether the prisoners were ever placed there. This 
doubt, however, has been set at rest hy undeniable docu- 
mentary evidence. For example, in a letter written by Sir 
H. Gilbert and Mr, George Cary to the Privy Coimcil, dated 
29th August, in accounting for the manner in -which the 
wines oa board the Cupititnn had beyn disposed of, they go 
on to state, " We have bestowed four pipes of the said wine, 
the one on my Lord Seymour for cimibering his house with 
these Spauisli prisoners, until the ship was cleared, not 
knowing otherwise where we should have bestowed them," 
&c., ifcc. This is also confirmed by the fact that several 
years afterwards (16G2), when John Stowell conveyed Torre 
Abbey to Sir George Cary, " the Spanish Coui-t " is men- 
tioned as one of its appm-tenances. There was no other 



liuilding in the neighbourhood so well adapted for the pur- 
poses of a temporary prison ; it was strongly built, loop- 
holed, and easily guarded ; it is 124 feet in length and 
thirty feet wide, with gabled transepts. Tradition also 
avers that many of the prisoners were starved to death. 
Hespecting this tragical story, there is direct teetimony to 
the contrary. 

The con-espondence which took place respecting the dis- 
position of the C'lpitiinu and her crew it* deeply interesting, 
especially to the inhabitants of this district. The par- 
ticulars given in the following pages are derived from the 
Record Office and other Bources. 

The men, ordnance, and stores, having been landed, Mr. 
Cary and Sir John Gilbert thus narrate to the Privy Council 
what they had done : — 

"Our humble duties to your good lordships: Whereas 
there is one of the Spanish fleete brought into Torhay (as 
youi' honours have been heretofore advertized ofl, in which 
shipp there is almost foure hundred soldiers and mariners, 
all which for divers respects we have taken out of the shipp 
and brought them under safe guard uuto the shore, so, 
twenty or thii-ty mariners only excepted, which we have i 
left in the said shipp to be the better help to bring ■ 
the said shipp into safe harbour at this present, through 
the occasion of Her Majestj^'s service great want of 
mariners of om- own country, ^if it may so stand with 
your lordsbipps' pleasure, we desire to know your resolution 
what shall become of these people, our vowed enemies. 
The ehai'ge of keeping them is great, the peril gi'eater, and 
the diKContent over country greatest of all, that a nation 
so much disliking unto them should remain amongst them. 
To Her Majesty's commandment and your honours' direc- 
tion we refer this action, and likewise oiu-selves, eftesonee 
praying your lordshipps' resolved determination, we are 
thus bold, under your lordshipps' correction, to give them 
their maintenance, touching their sustenance of such pro- 
vision as remaineth in the said shipp. There is one thing 
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I that givetb ua oceaHion to desire your lordHlupps' 
direction, for that tlie French King (as your honours well 
know) heing entered into the holy league [a,s they terra it) 
and Towed the extirpation of all others which are of. the 
contrary, there are yet divers French boats and Teasels 
that, under pretence of transporting of passengers and 
other things, come into our ports and creeks ; we greatly 
suspect and are much afraid lest their coming he rather 
to give intelligences aud understand Her Majesty's proceed- 
mgs in these perilous times. And therefore do humbly 
pray your lordshtpps' direction herein, whether we shall 
stay them, or otherwise give them leave in peaceable 
manner to depart. And bo we humhly take our leave from 
further troubling your lordshippe. 

" John Gilbert. 
" George Gary. 

" From Torrebay, the 27th day of July, 1588." 

Then follows a postscript : — 

" Ifr. Carew Itawley hath requested us to move yom- 
good lordahipps that it would please you to get his warrant 
for some six pieces of ordnance which are in the Spanish 
shipp to be placed in Her Majesty's fort or castle of Port- 
land, for the Iwtter strength thereof, for that your honours 
(as he says) hath been heretofore informed of the want 
of artillery, which is to be requh-ed for the defence of the 
eaid caetle. 

" For Her Majesty's Affau-s. 

"To the Right Honoiu-ahle oui- very good Lords, the 
Lords of Her Highness's most honourable Privy Council. 

"Hast, hast. Post hast, hast thy lief." 

The Capitana laid in Torbay nearly four weeks, until 
the heavy south-westerly gales were Hufficieutly moderated 
to allow of her being taken round to Dartmouth. During 
thia time Mr. Gary and Sir .lohn Gilbert appear to have 
I&boured under a difficulty as to the disposal of the four 
hundred prisoners, a difficulty from which they were oidy 
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relieved by the instructions of the Privj' Council, Occur- 
ring aa these events did during the harvest season, the 
withdrawal of the train haujii and volunteers from their 
ordinary agricultural work was felt very severely through- 
out the district. These, together with the manifest hostility 
of the villagers, made Sir Jolin Gilbei't and Mr. Gary 
anxious to get rid of the responsibility placed upon them . 
by the Privy Council as speedily as possible ; for on the j 
29tb of August they wrote as follows : — 

"To the Right Honourable aud very good Lords, the 
Lords of Her Majesty's most honourable Privj- Council. 

" Our duties to your good Lordshipps most humbly | 
remembered. 

" Having received your honourable letter for the safe ] 
keepmg and bestowing of the Spanish prisoners, and like- 1 
wise the true aud perfect inventory of tbe ordnance, muni- I 
tions, and all other things whatsoever remaining in the I 
shipp which was left in Torhay, and now in the haven of 
Dartmouth, and touching the said prisoners, being in num- 
ber 397, whert-of we sent to my Lord Lieutenant five of the 1 
chiefest of them, whom bis Lordehipp hath committed to J 
the town prison of Exeter, and we have put 2'26 in our I 
BrideweU (amongst which all the mai'iners are placed, which [ 
are 61), besides younkers and boys; the rest, which are 166, 
for the ease of our country from the watching and guarding 1 
of them, and conveying of their provisions and victuals I 
unto them, which was very hui'densome unto our people in j 
this time of baiTest, we have therefore placed thent ] 
aboard the Spanish shipp, to live upon such victuals as do 1 
remain ui the said shipp, which is very little and bad, their I 
fish unsavoui^, and their bread full of worms, and of bo I 
small a quantity as will suffice them but a very small time, I 

" And touching tbe ordnance and other things in the J 
said shipp, we have herewith under our hands, sent your J 
lordshipps the true inventory, have left all the great ord- 
nance aboard the shipp ; but the small ordnance, lest it | 
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Hbould be embezzleil Rway, we have caused tbe Bftine to be 
had on shore. 

" Thi' wines, being 85 pipes, were so badly cniiditioiied, 
that they made but 07 full pipes, which are put in safe eel- 
laragi-, and the wine but indifferent, and many of them 
eager. Tbns much iiremising of youi- lordtihipps' good 
allowance, we have bei^towed four pipes of the said wine, tbe 
one unto ray Lord Edward Seymour, for cambering bis bouse 
with these Spanish prisont-ra until the shipp was cleared, 
not knowing otherwise where we should have bestowed 
tbem. The three other pipes we gave to three gentlemen 
that this month have continually lain aboard and attended 
to the said shipp. There are also sundry gentlemen 
and others which have demanded pipes of wine heretofore 
tfiven onto them by tbe captains, and four of them (as thej' 
Kay) have already paid their money for the same, but yet 
we have made stay thereof until your lordshipps' pleasure 
Iw further known. We have also sent your lordshipps a 
hook of the charges which hath been defrayed about the 
said shipp since siie was left in Torbay, wind and weather 
not serving by tbe space of three weeks to bring ber into 
Bafe harbourage ; wherein we humbly pray yom- lordshipps' 
directions for the allowance of the said ehajges, and ho 
resting to be commanded hy your lordshipps what your 
further pleasures are concerning these Spanish prisoners, 
and tbe rest of theat: causes, we, ceasing from further 
troubling your Lordshipps, do most humbly take our leave, 

" Your Lordshipps most humbly to command, 

" John Gilbert. 

" Greenway, 29th Anguat, 1588." " Georue Gary. 

The book of charges which accompanied the above letter 
is very interesting, aud gives minute details which clear up 
very much of what hitherto baa been obscure. The Spanish 
ship was taken round to Dartmouth on tbe *2Stb of August, 
and the cost of this serWce and tbe maintenance of tbe 
pruwners are thus set out : — 

"A brief of euch charges as hath been bestowed about 
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the Spanifib ship during the tinm she remained in Torba^ 
antil the time of bt-r uuladiug : 

£ >. d. 
Impviniis — The wages for 50 men, after the rate of 

KM. theniimtU fur aiiiwi 25 (1 

It«tu — 1,7(H) bJHcuita, at K<. for the cwt 5 lU 

[tern— 21 hogsheads uf beer, at 8'. the hhd. 8 8 

Beef, liBh, anJ other neceiisarieB 6 6 7 

Kight boata to tow the sliip about from Torbay to 

Dartmouth 16 

Carpenter, to net up a jury rosBt in Twbay {) M 4 

A boatiDiui for caiTyiiig ropes am] other neoeeaarieii 

to set up the jury nuMt 18 

20lbe.of iron aiHikes u 5 U 

Two barks that lauded the Spanish prisoners, RUd 

bnuight certaiu orduauoe fnmi the ship unto 

Dnrtinouth haven M O 

Uuarding and watching the Spaniards two dajn 

and nights, and one Oay at their landing 1 10 

Eight boats, for carrying victuals sundry times to 

the Spaniards 2 2 

Wood to dress the Spanish prisoners' meat on shore 1 o ii 
Labourent for unloading the ordimna5,wiue, &c. ... 4 17 

New hooping the wine 2 S 

To Teildington, Ht his riding post to London to 

certify the arrival of the Spanish ship 2 

To a man of my Lord Admiral, that came for the 

powder out of the Spaniard, and so liassed by 

{met to Portsmouth. 2 

fiOO corr of fish for the Spanish prisoners QUO 

Suninia totalis is £84 8 11 

"John Oilbirt. ' 
" Grohqe Cart,*] 

NVhen tbe C'lpiUimi wni^ taken to Dartmouth harboar,^ 
she was anchored off the Carteuing ground. As the 
t^paiiiards landed, the people ripped open tbu belts which 
the captives wore, and despoiled tbem of what gold they 
possessed. Wliat became of the Cupitima, whether she v 
broken up or added to tlie Eoyal navy, is not known; thsl 
latter i» rather improbable, seeing that her figiire-headfl 
afterwards formed a prominent feature to the eutranoe c 
one of tlie building yai-ds, and for more than a bundi 
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: JWUTB »fterv.-ard8 there was secured to it tlie bell by which 
the men were summoned fo work. 

The inventory gives a complete account of the cannon 
on boiu-d, with the weight of each piece ; also the ancliors, 
sails, and stores generally : — 

" The true inventory of all the ordnance, munitions, 
wines, and all other things whatsoever, aboard the Spanish 
ship in the haven of Dartmouth, taken the 28th day of 
Angust, 1588— 



liniag Ordmmci: 


ibt. 


Ibi. 


1 Fowler 803 


1 Ditto 2,5iJr 


I Ditto 1B6 


1 Cauuoii without number, 












ICulverling 4,736 

1 Culverling 3,800 


H!, 7". 






ICulverling 4,689 

1 Cannon Pedro 2,934 


1 Ditto 388 


I Ditto Wa 


1 Ditto 2,894 


1 Ditto 210 


1 Ditto 3,021 




1 Cannun 6,23<J 




IC'annou.e inches iu height 


1 Omnon Pedro 2,639 




Iron 


■iinance. 






4 ForlodkB 


\ Culverliug...... 2,300 


AD which great pieces of brass ami 




un ahipboard 




1 2 Cairiages, without orduauce 




S Field cairiagex, without wheels 


with sundry ropes, some whole. 


4 Spare anchors 


some bi'oken, »ith divers surti. 


Cables and anchors which the 


of pulleys 


ibip rides by 


261 Iron hoops 


3 Cables uhure, two white and 


234 Empty casks 


one tarred 


5 Tons of lead 


2 Cadging [kedge] anchors 


Butts of wine Ukcn on boanl, 




Sfl, which tilled 67 


1 Gray of iron, without a uhun 


One great lantern, which was in 


1 Uain couple 


the ship's stem 


1 Mixeu sul 
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Mr. Gary, on the 6tli of October, fumifllied the Privy" 
Council with further information respecting the disposal of 
the Btores ; and in this letter he states that one of the 
hraas cannon had been transferred to the hired ship 
Samantnn, of Dartmouth, and that twelve brass guns had 
been put on board the ship Roebuck, commanded by Capt. 
Jacob 'Whiddon, and belonging to Sir Walter Raleigh. 

About this time, to judge from the letters of Mr. Gary, 
a difference arose between him and his colleague respecting 
the disposal of the stores, wines, and prisoners. " Sir 
John Gilbert," he writes, "wasunwiUiug to take any pains 
where no profit ariseth." It is avorrud that several of the 
Spaniards were eompi'lled to work as slaves un Sir John's 
estate on the hanks of the Dart. The Comicil, it appeared, 
had given instructions to Su' John Gilbert and Mr. Gary to 
cause a daily allowance of two-pence or three-pence to be 
paid to the men, undertaking that then- charges should be 
reimbursed by the Trtasury; but Sir John declined to obey 
this ordei", refusing to take uiwii himself any such reepon- 
sibility, whereupon Mi-. Gary at once consulted the 
authorities at Exeter, and, with their advice, he, in order 
to "relieve the misery of the Spanish prisoners, adrauced 
the money himself, otherwise they must have perislfed." 
Mr. Gary, who is aaid to have slightly esaggeriite<l thi: case 
as it stood between himself and bis colleague, wrote ou the 
14th of October, 1588, as follows :— 

" My humble duty to your good Lordships ; 

" Since the writing of my last letters unto your honours, I 
have been advertised that the Spanish prisoners remaining 
in oin- Houst of Correction near the city of Exeter, and 
which are in number 211, are in some distress for want of 
relief to sustain them. And, therefore, inasmuch as my 
associate rofuseth to follow those dnectioos it pleased your 
honours jointly to command us both in this service, the 
necessity of the case so retjuiring, I have, with advice of 
Sir Thomas Denys and of the Mayor of Exon" and his 
brethren, taken order for this xiiij days to relieve their 
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misery in allowing to each of tbem yl. ob p" (Ueui, and to 
some of them ijd. p* diem, and have disbursed the money 
out of my purse to make prorision for victual at the best 
and ebeapest band, for otherwiae they must have perished 
through hunger, and possibly thereby have bred some in- 
fection whicli mought he dangerous to our country. And, 
therefore, presuming of your Lordabip'a good allowance of 
my doings therein, do humbly desire yoiu" Lordship's 
dirt'ctious to have some others to be joined on to me, for 
that 1 am loath to meddle in such a charge, without the 
assistance of some others that may always be an eye 
witness of my junt dealings. And that it would please 
your Lordships to appoint from whence there might he 
some money had before hand, to pro\-ide their victual in 
good order, wherein a third part of the charge would be 
' etived. For I dare assure your Lordships that ijil. p' diem, 
irith aome other allowanceB for fire and other necessaries, 
I iiill suffice for then- maintenance. There hath al^o hereto- 
fore been defrayed for their relief the sum of fifteen pounds 
[ lor the which I have given my word to see it repaid ; and 
[ therefore shall humbly desire your honours' allowance of 
I the same. And touching your Lordships' letter of the 
last of September, concerning the Kpanish goods, I see 
1 there is such havoc made thereof that I am ashamed to 
write what spoils I see. And though I have spoken and 
written to Sir John Gilbert to understand of his proceedings, 
' and of what Ls become of all the wiues I left in his custody, 
I yet 1 can receive no direct answer from liira ; hut this I 
know from others, that all the beat wines are gone. It 
wrte well if it so stood with your Lordships' pleasures that 
we both might answer our doings before youi' honours. 
And so, humbly beseeching your Lordships to receive your 
L directions in these causes as also coiiceniing the Spauifh 
I l^iMDers, I rest from further troubling your honours. 
"Your Lordships to he commanded, 

" GEOftHK Caky. 
"Cockington, this xiiij of Oct., 1588." 
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Negociations Lad been going on diu'iijg Augnst i 
September between Don Pedro, who bad been despatcbeda 
to London, tbe Secretary of State (Lmd WalHingbam). and'^ 
the Privy Coancil, but it was not till May, 1589. tbat s 
passport was granted by Elizabeth " for the safe coming 
of a certificated person to be sent by the Duke of Panna 
to England, to satisfy aiid pay the sum of money agree 
upon for the ransom of the Spanish prisoners," 

The humanity and kindness of heart shewn by . 
George Cary towardfi the unhappy prisonei-s certainly i 
prove the story that the greater portion of them vreW 
starved to death in the Barn. In the letter it is admitted^ 
that several liad already died, no doubt &-om wounds, 
privation, and exposure. A gentleman who had shown 
himself HO extremely solicitous for the welfare of the _ 
Spaniards when they were lodged in the county gaol, woul^ 
be doubly bo when they were in his own immediate chargt 
There is no question that the feeling of the people against'* 
the prisoners was intensely bitter. It has been relatt-d, 
according to tradition, that a farmer, out of sympathy, 
surreptitiously conveyed food to some of them, and beingig 
discovered, tbe infuriated people hung him to a tree new 
at hand.* Another tradition, evidently referring to tbrel 
diHtinct events, but confusedly woven into one, 
corded in a letter by the late Mr. Swete, who visited Ta( 
Abbey about 1778. He says, " Accordmg to the traditiod 
of the country, this barn at one time served as a repositori 
for other matters than the produce of the harvest ; 
cutter therein employed told me that it was once neaj 
fiUed with the dead bodies of Spaniards, who, having" 
landed with an intent of plundering the Abbey, were kept 
on shore by means of an English fleet that unexpectedly 
entered the Bay, and flying for refuge to this bam, were 
there shut up and starved to death. How much of a 
mai-vellouR exaggeration may have contributed to the em- 
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belliKhtueDt of this strange storj* I cannot ascertain ; hut 
it should appeal' ttiat the place had suffered some hoi^tilf 
attack from some cannon halls having heen found lodged 
in the garden walls which intervened between the Ahbey 
and the sea. This I learned from Mr. Caiy himself, who, 
moreover, informed me that in the area before the bani, 
human skulls and bones have heen frequently dug up, 
which circumstance, if this spot should not he found to 
have been the cemetery of the Convent, seems to give some 
colour at least to a part of the transaction." There is also 
another story that down Cole's Lane, a narrow, steep road 
between Upton and St. Mar)--Chiu-ch, " the blood of the 
Spaniards ran like water."' How or on what occAsion this 
occurred it is difficult to ascertain ; but, if it did happen, 
it was probably when the prisoners were being conveyed 
&om Torre Abbey to Exeter, and that an attempted escape 
was sauguinai'ily suppressed. There seems some slight 
colouring for this; because, if Mi'. Gary's ret^ueat for the 
assistance of Mr. Fulford's train band of one hundred and 
fifty men, as stated in a previous page, waa rejected, the 
safe conduct of nearly three hundred prisoners was left to 
a mere handful of demi-lances ; and nothing is more pro- 
bable than, seeing the weakness of their escort, and what 
bvoorable opportunities the narrow and steep Devonshire 
lanes afforded, that an attempt was made by the prisoners 
to recover their freedom. 

The village gossips affirm that tlie spirits of the 
slaughtered Spaniards visit the spot at those hom-s when 
it is supposed such visitants walk tlie earth ; and tbey add 
that a Spanish lady, whose devoted attachment to an officer 
of the expedition induced her to don male attire in order 
to join tlie Armada, shrouded in a gracefully (lowing man- 
tilU, may also at times be seen gliding along the lane. 
The spectre, however, very discreetly retires on the approach 
of a wayfarer. 
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Don Pedro's Account of his helpless condition^ his Desertion by the Duke 
dc Sidonid^ and his Surrender to Sir Francis Drake. — A Narration 
of the Capture of the Capitana by John Marshy John Fisher^ and 
Richard Janson, — A Dispute between the Captors. — The Missing 
Treasure. — The Ra((e of Frobisher. — Another Spanish Prize near 
Salcvmhe. — The St. Peter the Great — Mr. Cary's Account of her. — 
His Difficulties. — Plundering; by the Peasantry. — A Government 
Iitujuiry. — Restoration of some of the Plunder. 




Respecting the manner in which the Capitaiia 
was cai^tiired there are very clear and accurate 
records, hoth on the side of the Spaniards and 
f/^ on the i)ai-t of her captors. Don Pedro, in a 
•<y^ letter to the King of Spain, attributes his mis- 
fortune to the Duke of Sidonia, who deseiiied 
him in his hour of need : and, curiously enough, John 
FisJicr, John Jfarsh, and Richard Janson, of the Margaret 
iin'l Jithn, in a letter to the Council, lay claim to some 
credit for having contributed to the taking of the prize, 
and urge that they were entitled to a share. 

] )on Pedro, writing to Philip the Second, some time in 
August (a translation of the letter was submitted to the 
Privy Council the same month), says : — 

" Tlio 30th of the last month I acquainted your Majesty 
with tlie proceedings of your fleet until that time. Now, 
I will write what hath since happened unto me. 

*'The same day the Duke called to Council, and being 
within ten or twelve leagues of Plymouth, when, by the 
report of a fisherman whom we took, he had understanding 
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tii»t the English fleet was at anchor. It was reHolred tliut 
vre Eboiild make to the month of the Sound and set upon 
them if that might be done with advantage, or otherwise 
keep our course directly to Dunkirk, without toeing of any 
time. Within two hours after, their fleet was discovered by 
one of my ships, four leagues off to leeward of ours, I 
accjaaiuted the Duke without presently desiring to know 
what he thought fit to be done. Therefore he mither 
took resolution nor made me answer, but, hoisting sail. 
spent all that day and night bearing but little sail, and 
by that means gave the enemy time to get the wind of 
as by next morning, who presently set upon our rear- 
wanl, where Juan Martinez de Eeealde and 1 did siiii 
with the shipping under our charge. Our ordnauee played 
so long a while on both sides without coming to hand 
Btrokes, there was little harm done, because the shi]! was 
far off. When we had ended, I sent a pinnace unto Juan 
Martinez de Recalde to know whether he hftd received any 
barm. His answer was that his galleon had been sore 
beat, and that his foremast was hurt with a great shot, 
praying me that I would come to relieve him, for that 
otherwise be should not be able to abide any man's ship if 
it were offered. The same day, whereupon, in making 
towards him with my ship, according to his desire, it hap- 
pened that another Biseayne ship of bis company was 
tljere so in the way, as I could neither pass by nor bear 
round, as the rudder fell foul in such sort with the prow of 
mine, as she brake her spritsail and croHsyard, by reason 
of which accident and for want of sail my ship was not 
able to steer readily. It happened that before I could 
repair that hurt, another ship fell foul with her in the same 
manner, and brake ber bowsprit, halyards, and fowroiise, 
whereupon, finding myself in so ill a case, I presently sent 
word thereof to the Duke, to the end that he might stay 
for me, until I had put on another fowroose, which I carried 
spare, and put myself in order. 

" In the meanwhile I got to the fleet as well as I could, 
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and being to leeward of them struck the croBsyard of 
foremast and the rest of my sail, to repair my hurt f 
better, hoping that the Duke would have done according t 
my request. 

" While I was in this case the sea did rise in Bucb sortl 
that my ship having struck sail, and wautiug her halyard'! 
at tlie foremast, being witbatl but badly liuilt, did work so I 
extremely, as shortly after, and before it conld be remedied, . 
her foremast brake close by the hatches, and fell upon thaj 
mayne mast, bo as it was impossible to repair that part but 1 
in some good space of time. 

" I (lid again send word thereof several times to the ' 
Duke, and discharged three or four great pieces, to the 
end that all the fleet might know what distrees I was 
in, praying him either to appoint Home ship or galleas , 
to tow me ahead, and to advise me what other oouraea 
I should take. Nevertheless, although he was near J 
enough to 'me, and seeing in what case 1 was, and! 
might easily have relieved me, yet he would not relieve me^ J 
but even, as that if we had not been your Majesty's aubjectBf.l 
nor employed in your service, discbEirged a piece to call! 
tlie fleet together, and followed his course, leaving meJ 
comfortless in the sight of the whole fleet, the enemy I 
being but a (juarter of a league from me, which arrived 1 
upon the closing of the day, and although some ships f 
set upon me, resisted them and defended myself from I 
them all that night, till the next day, hoping still that tbel 
Diilte would send me some relief, and bad used so great in- T 
humanity and untlmnkfulness towards me, far greater 1,1 
think there was never heard of amongst men. The next 1 
day, finding myself in so bad a case, void of all hope to be 1 
relieved from ships of our fleet, and beset with the enemy^ I 
and Sir Francis Drake, admiral to the enemy's fleet, hearing 1 
towards me with his ship, whence there came a n 
that I should yield myself upon a Humraous of good usage, T 
1 went aboard him on his word, to take up the conditioiis 
of yielding, wherein the best construction that could he 
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taken web the safety of onr liveB and courteous entertain- 
ment, whereof he gave os his hand and word of a gentle- 
man, and promised that he Tironltl usu U8 better than many 
others that were come to his hands, and would be a means 
that the Queen would also do the like, whereupon, finding 
that this was our last and hest remedy, I thought good to 
accept of hi^ offer. 

" The next day he brought me to see the General, by 
whom I was courteously received, seeming to he sorry that 
the Duke had uned me so harshly, and coufirming the same 
promise that Sir Francis Drake had made to me, 

" After ten days" space that I bad been in hia company, 
he sent me to London, and with me the Captain of Footmen, 
Don Alonso de Cayes, and Don Vaaco de Mendoca, of de 
Syloa, of Xeres de los Cavalleres, who bad charge of the 
companies that were landed in the place, and the Queen at 
hia request sent us four leagues up to a gentleman's house, 
called Richard Drake, that is his kinsman, where we re- 
ceive the best usage and entertaining that may be. 

" About forty of the better sort beside, were bestowed 
in divers men's houses in London ; the rest, together 
■with the ship, were carried to Plymouth, "Torquay and 
Dartmouth.^ 

" 1 have no other matter to impart unto your Majesty 
until the return of Sir Francis Drake, who is yet at sea, 
for then will he some resolution taken what shall become 
of ne. This Captain do hmnhly kiss youi' Majesty's feet, 
and we all beseech your Majesty that you will please to re- 
member us, and to comfort us with your friendly letter. 

•' August, 1588." 

It appears that there was a dispute as to who were the 
real captors of the Spanish ship, according to the following 
letter addressed to the Vtivy Council :— 

- " Whereas, simdry reports have been spread concerning 
the taking of the ship wherein Don Pedro de Valdez was 
captain, and that your lordships' suppliants, John Fisher, 
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John Nawh, and Eichard Jaiison, commanders of the Mar-^ 
(laret and John, of London, haTe been advertized that some ,1 
others besides Sir Francis (to whom the crtdit and honour I 
of that priKe doth most condignly appertain) have made ( 
challenge and enjoyed a good portion of the spoil thereof; ' 
We have thought good to eet down unto your honours in a 
few articles, the services done by us and our said ship, in 
that behalf, humbly beseecbing your lordships that the said 
prize and pnsonerri ai-e thought fit to be reported amongst J 
such as mere actors for ber apprehension, or that in youi] 
honours' wisdom it be thought ejipedient tliat the for-l 
wardness of the willing be something considered befon 
such as never gave any attempt for the taking of her. 

"That in such a case it may please your lordships 
vouchsafe to peruse our allegations, containing nothing buti 
the truth of our own actions, and do most dutifully submitf 
ourselves to such considerations as to yoiu' lordships' wis-l 
dom sball seem expedient, wliom Almighty God long hlessl 
with liealtb and earnest felicity. 

" iHt. Your lordships' suppliants beholding upon Sun- 1 
day, the 20th July, about five o'clock in the aftemoonl 
(upon which day we had our first encounter with tbe-| 
Spaniards), the opportunity that God had offered into ouJ 
hands by breaking the masts of Don Pedro his ship, thd 
which all the English navy beheld as well as we, 
only, with our ship the Monjuret and John, of London, 8 
all the fleet can testify have rimer with the ship, being 
accomplished neither with ship, pinnace, or bout, of all c 
fleet. 

'■ 2nd. At our approaching to the said ship, we foui 
left by ber, for her safeguard, a great galleon, a galleas, anj 
a pinnace, with orders either to help her regain her mastsj 
and so follow the Spanish Armada gone before, or else briuj 
a^ay the men, treasure, and munitions thereof, and to t 
or sink the ship, all which then, upon the sudden approac] 
of our ship only, forsook Don Pedro, leaving him to tha 
fliercy of the sea. 
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" 3rd. That that present evening had we not followed 
the opportunity, but delayed the same until the morning 
following, as others did, then had the ship's beam been 
repaired, and carried away, or else the men, treasure, and 
other things of valne, taken out by such as were appointed 
to attend on her, and so all of us frustrated of the prize, and 
this much hath Don Pedro himself confessed, condemning 
and exclaiming much upon those that were left for his com- 
fort, in that they forsook him upon the coming of our small 
chip. 

"4th. .\bout nine of the clock, the same evemng, we 
came hjud under the aides of the ship of Don Pedro, which 
by reason of her greatness and the sea being very much, 
we could not lay aboard without spoiling our own ship ; 
and, tlierefore, seeing not one man showing himself, nor 
any light appearing in her, we imagined that most of the 
people had been taken out, and to try whether any were 
aboard or not, we discharged twenty-fivfe or thirty muskets 
into her laye work at one volley, with arrows and bullets, 
aad presently they gave us two gre^it shot, whereupon we 
let fly onr broadside through her, doing them some hurt as 
themselves have and can testify. 

" 5tb. After this we cast about oiu' ship, and kept 
onrselvc'* close by the Spaniard until midnight, sometimes 
hearing a voice in Spanish calling us, but the wind being 
very great, and we in the weather [on the weather sidej , 
the word was carried away, that we could not well under- 
xtand that, but were persuaded by our mariners to be the 
voice of one swimming in the sea, whereupon we put off 
our ship's boat, with eight oars, to seek, call, or to take 
them up, but found nobody. 

" 6th. About midnight, my Lord Admiral being about 
a league from us, and lying a-fuU, made sail after the whole 
Beet of the enemy, which when we perceived, feariug his 
lordship's displeasure that we should stay behind the fleet, 
we made all the sail we could, and followed my Lord to over- 
take him ; and the next morning betimes, we went aboard 
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the Arii, and certified his Lordship iu what distressed state . 
we had left the ship^-oiir enemy — praying leave that we 
might be permitted to return to finish our attempt, or 
that his Lordship would send a pinnace to Dartmouth 
or PljTnoutb, that some shipping might he sent forth to 
fetch her in, for that she could not possibly escape, if she 
were assaulted and fought for. 

"7th. During this speech with my Lord Admiral came 
up one Captain Solj-e, in a pinnace, certifying his Lordship 
that Sir Francis Drake, staying behind the fleet all night, 
had taken the said ship of Don Pedro de Yaldez, with 460 1 
men in her, full of artillery, munitions, and some ti'easure. 
Therefore, if any do challenge or expect any recompense ' 
for service done against the said ship (except Sir Francis 
Drake, to whom she was wholly yielded) we hope that we 
cannot be in equitj' excluded, in that we drove away the I 
two ships over night, which otherwise before the morning 
might have carried all away. Referring the examination J 
of the truth unto your honours, and the reward to your ] 
lordships' ordering, whom the Lord long continue in health [ 
and felicity," &c., &c. 

On board Don Pedro's ship, the Capit^ina, there was 
stated to be a considerable amount of treasure, hut it disap- 
peared in some inscrutable way. It is said that there I 
were 15,000 ducats in gold in the ship, which the sailors of ] 
Sir Francis Drake " shared merrily between them." When \ 
questioned libout the transaction, Sir Francis admitted that 
he had taken three thousand pistoles in coin, liut alleged 
a reason for his plunder, that " he had not three pounds 1 
left in the world." Frobisber and Hawkins declared that 
they were entitled to a share of the spoil. Frobisber, 1 
wxiting of Drake, said, " He thinketh to cozen us of our j 
share of the 15,000 ducats, but we will have our share, or ] 
1 will make him spend the best blood in bis belly, for he J 
liath done enough of these cozening tricks already." Hap- 
pily, the quarrel went no further than words. 
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From the imputations and charges madr^ by Mr. Cary, 
and from the fact of Mr. Anthony Ashley, the Cltrk of the 
Privy Council, having been sent down to institute inquiries 
respecting the minsing stores, there is no question but that 
there were very many persona in this neighbourhood who 
profited by the capture of the Capitana. 

Until the classification of the documents in tite State 
Paper Record Office within the last few years, it was gene- 
rally believed that the ship brought into Torbay was the 
St. Pner tUfl Ori'iit. It is now establifilied beyond question 
that her nj^nie was the CnpiUiua. The error uppears to 
have arisen from the circumRtance that another Spanish 
ship was wrecked in this neighbourhood, namely, in Hope 
Bay, a short distance to the westward of Start Point. She 
was plundered by the country people before measui'ts could 
be taken for the safety of the men and the preBor\'ation of 
the stores. The St. Peter the Great was one of the hospital 
ships appointed to accompany the Armada, and was over 
five hundred tons burthen. She escaped with the remnant 
of the SpaniRh fleet, made the wearisome and perilous cir- 
cuit of the British Isles, and, in the month of October, was 
driven np Channel by tempestuous gales, and nent on shore 
on the rocks adjoining the grounds of SirWiUiamCourtenay. 
On board were thirty seamen, one hundred soldiers, and fifty 
persons belonging to the medical staff. Of these, forty were 
drowned in endeavouring to reach the land, and the rest 
were saved. 

The first intimation of the wreck was given by George, 
Earl of Cumberland, to Secretary Walsingham, in a letter 
written fmm "Malbrowe, Devon, October "29tb, 1588,"" in 
which he says : — 

" Being at Plymouth to water, I heard of a hulk beaten 
in by foul weather by Hope, a town eighteen miles from 
thence ; she was one of the Spanish fleet, and it was re- 
ported that the Duke was in her, aud great store of treasure, 

* In the Dakc of Devonshire'a Collection of MSS. at Bolton Ahbey. 
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wherefore I rode thither with Mr. Gary and Mr. Harris, -who " 
then were with me, to know the truth of it, when we found 
no such thing as was reported of the Duke, hut a ship such 
and so furnished as hy examination taken by us and sent 
herewith, you may perceive. Mr, Gary stayeth at the pla^e 
to keep it from tlie spoiling of the countiymen, till he hear 
your further direction ; thus much they have entreated me I 
to make known to you, and thus, in haste, I commit yot 
to God."' 

We have ample particulars of this vessel iu ii letter from'l 
Mr. George Gary to the Privy Council, dated the 5th ofi^ 
Novemher, in wliich he also gives further information re-1 
specting Don Pedro's ship. He writes : — 

■' My humble duty to your good lordships. Fortbwith,J 
upon the receipt of your honours' letters of the '2lst of tha] 
last month, I i-ode presently to Plymouth, where, undei 
standing that the ItopJmrh heing there then in harbour,! 
and ready as they waid with the next good wind to deporttl 
I signified unto the Mayor of the town of Plymouth a 
the officers there, and likewise to Jacob Whiddon. captainj 
of the said Rwhiick; what your lordships' pleasure waa,l 
that Hucli brass pieces that were taken out of the SpauiahV 
carrick whereof Don Pedro had charge, should be laid < 
shore, and put in safe keeping to Her Majesty's use. An* 
for the better satisfj-ing of them for that point, did aho# 
unto them your honours' warrant, whicli tbey promised t 
obey and perform. The said Jacob Whiddon confesseth 
the having but of ten brass pieces, whereof he sayetli he 
laid one on shore at Portland, I did appoint Mr. William 
Hawkyns to receive those other nine pieces, and hkewise 
the two brass pieces in Fawne's pinnace, and keep them 
to Her Highness, until your lordships' pleasmre were 
further known. And during my abode there, having under-g 
standing that one of the Spanish fleet was cast ashore a 
a place called Hoope, near Salce 'yaJcombe^ and the g 
pilferings and spoils that the coimtry people made, I rode'^ 
thither and took order for the restoring and re-liavin^9 
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agnin of all nticIi things as eitlitr by search or inqairy I 
could find out, and have put the same in inventory, and 
took order for the orderly saving of the rest, as the weather 
woaM give leave to have the same on land, appointing two 
head constablee to attend that Ber\'ice, and they and others 
to keep several inventoriee. Tlie ship la a liulk, and called 
St. Pettr the Great, one of those two ehipa which were ap- 
pointed for the hospital to the Holy Navy; she is in burthen 
as they say 550 tons, but I think not ao much. The ship is 
not to be recovered ; she lietli on a rock, and is full of 
water to her upper decks. They confers that thtre were 
put into her at her coming out of Spain, thirty marinerH, 
one hundred Holdiers, and fifty appertaining to the hospital. 
There are now remaining about a hundred and forty or 
thereabouts. There were put into her much drugs and 
poticary stuff, as came to 6.000 ducats, of which I think 
there will come little good of the same, being in the water 
almost. Thus serveth the weather such af uone could get 
aboard. There hath lieen some plate and certain ducats 
rifled and spoiled at their first lauding, both from their 
persons as out of their chests. The ship I think will prove 
of no great value. The ordnance is alt iron and no brass, 
their ground tackle all spent, save only one new cable. 
There are no men of account in the ship, soldiers and such 
as have risen by service, and bestowed all then- wealth in 
this action, I have severed the captain and chiefest of 
thpm to the immber of twenty persons from the rest ; eight 
of them I left to the charge of Sir William (Jourtenay, and 
two of them, the one being the poticary. the other the 
fiorgeon, I took to myself ; the others are put in safe 
keeping and are guarded day and night, and have appointed 
one penny per day to every of them, to make provision for 
tlifcir sustenance imtil your lordships' pleasure were further 
knowu, which 1 humbly desire may be with some speed, 
for that the charge of them and those to Bridewell grow 
somewhat heavy unto me to disburse the money myself, 
for money is not to be received for the wines, Sir John 
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Gilbert haviug diaposcd already of all the best ; the i 
through Ul-uaage in this country will yield but little, i 
good for anythiug ae I thiuk, gave only to make aqua < 
of or 8uch-like. I would humbly deairi; the gift of those tw 
Spaniards which I have, not fur my profit, but to mak) 
trial what skill is in tbem. I am given to understand thad 
there ia remaining fourteen baiTela of powdei" in 
Samaritan, of auch as I caused to be taken out of tb< 
Spanish cai'rick, and appointed to have been sent am 
delivered unto my lord Admiral, in the late encoimta) 
according to luy lord's directiou ; but the same was nevei 
delivered, and dotli yet remain in the SamaritaH aa I ani 
infoi-mfd ; and so I humbly take my leave. 

" Cockington, thia 5th of March, 1588, 

" Upon the finishing of my letter, 1 received a letter from 
the Mayor of Plymouth and otljer officers there, which 1 
send herein enclosed unto your honours. 

"Your Honours' always to he commanded, 

"George Cabv." 

In pursuance of the representations of Mr. Gary, the' 
Privy Council determined to institute an enquiry as to how 
the stores Imd been disposed of, and witli that view des- 
patched Mr. Anthony Ashley' to the West. That gentle- 
man proceeded at once to the residence of Sir William 
Courtenay, and there prepared an inventory of the stores 
salved from the St. Peter the Great. Respecting the officers 
and crew, he writes : — 

" Ten or twelve of the best sort are placed at a toi 
called Kingsbridge, where order ia taken for the proview 
of their wants, and accounts kept of their expenses. Tl 
rest, until your lordships' pleasure be further known, 
remaining together in one house, whither they were fira^ 
committed, where they are safe kept and provided of neces- 
sary food;" adding, "I hope to discover things of great 
value which belonged to Don Pedro's ship, and which 
stolen." 
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Conceming the stores of the St. Peter the Great, Mr. 
Ashley writes ; — 

"By late examination taken of the Spaniards, I find 
that certain bezor stones and other simples were purloined 
oat of the ship, of which bezor stones I hope to recover 
the most of them. I have been bold to stay this messenger 
hitherto, thinking I should have been able to have adver- 
tized some certainties of them, but must now leave the 
same to my return, which shall be as speedily as I may." 

This letter is accompanied by a list of the prisonern, 
together with the sums offered for their ransom, signed by 
Sir John Gilbert, George Gary, Anthony Ashley, and Thomas 
Harris. In a note the writer adds that eight or nine men 
are sick, three had died since their landing, and ten of the 
prisoners had been saved from a burning Spanish ship at 
Weymouth. 
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■OK the public services recounted in the last 
chapter, Mr. George Cary was very tardily re- 
warded with the honour of knighthood ; and, in 
1508, was commanded by her Majesty to proceed 
to Ireland with the Earl of Essex, as Treasurer 
at War.* 

These honours were deservedly bestowed. And per- 
Jjaps the present will be the best place to introduce a 
very brief account of the Cary family. It is one of the 
few English families now remaining that can trace its 
descent without interruption to Anglo-Saxon times. Their 
ancestor Otho was, in the time of Edward the Confessor, a 
powerful English baron, and one branch of the family has 
since the time of Henry V. been located in this neighbour- 
hood. The Carys in the reign of Elizabeth embraced several 
titles of nobility in the family. The head of that branch 
of the Cary family w^hich was described as of Cockington, 
was George Cary, a ward of AValsingham's. The Cockington 

* A copy of the inBtructions to the Tre&iurer 'i» in the possession of Mr. 
Wvnn, of Peniarth, Merionetli. 



MR, CARVS PROPKItTV. 



77 



estate was pnrcbascd by Sir Jobn de Gary, Lord Chief Baruu 
of the Eschequer, in the reign of Richard 11. Sir John, 
with four otiier judges, was banished to Ireland, for hein^ 
too subservient to the will of that monai"ch.* The most 
illustrious member of the family was undoubtedly Sir 
George Gary. Sir George was married twice ; first, to 
Wilmot, daughter of Jobn GiEfard, of Yeo, and the divorced 
wife of John Bury, of Collaton. tbrough whom he acquired 
extensive additions to hia family estates in North Devon ; 
8*^condly, to Lettice, daughter of Hobert Lord Rich, after- 
wards Earl of Warwick, who surrived him. Sir George 
Cary had many relations and friends at Court. A 
kinswoman of his, Katharine Gary, manied the Earl of 
Nottingham, and her sister was maiTied to Loril Scroop. 
ThiH Katharine Cary was the Countess of Nottingham who 
is associated with the celebrated Essex ring romance, which 
so embittered the last days of Queen Elizabeth, f 

Sir George Cary died 16th February, 1617,t at Cockingtou 
Court; he had no direct descendant, his nearest kin being 
a nephew, George Gary. His rent roll must have been one 
of the largest in Devonshire, for by a deed dated 20th 
October, 7 Jan. I,, he conveyed to his adopted heir and 
nephew, George Cary, the manors of Cockington and 
Chelston, Mary-Church, Cofiinswell, Northlew, Ashwater, 
Bradford, Abbotsham, Meeth, Crediton, Galliard, Goodley. 
Nortbam, Frithelstock, and Feniton, the' rectory of Tor- 
mobrni and Cockington, and the advowsons of Ashwater, 
Meeth, Goodley, and Feniton, and also all his manors and 



t At nae of the events uf the Eliubetban era osaoclated in un indirect 
numnfr <*iih thin diat'ii't. !t niAy he luontionrd tlint the (rst venture of the 
Bnt lodia Compuiy ttnallj <Urte<l from Tor1«f on tbp 2nd of Mdy. 1601, 
•liar luviiii; been ileliijed in the Channel bj rontrurj windi. There were 
Ave vemt\». meiuurin); collectively 1.330 tons, of the valne of £27,000. The 
aagoet were made ap of bullion and luerchuiiiliHl, to the adilitionul value 

«f *ss.oa). 

X prince itutea that Sir Ueorge Cary died in 1615, but according to Mr. 
R. Dynanrl, the Court Koll* prove hiiu to have been living between November, 
1616, and April, 1G17. 
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lands in the parishes, villages, towns, &c., of Stantor, 
Paignton, Marldon, Whilborough, Kingscarawell, Dolton, 
Hookway, Yea, Trew St. JameH (Taunton), Woolfardis- 
worthy, Yeadcome, Puddington, East Worlington, South i 
Em]ett, St, Mary Doan, Holleigh, Buckland Brewer, Cock- 
raaton, Bideford, Parkham, Alwington, Littleham, Morthoe, 
Pamacott, Pyworthy, Hethford, Eaatcott. Blackgrove, 
Moiuihouse, Lifton, Tophill, Radford, Overlarkworthy, 
Bridgewotton, Salterton, Goveshayer, Woodbury, Sowton I 
al'fl Cliat, Foraizon, and Honiton'sClist, in county of Devon, [ 
the manors of Stockland, connty Dorset, and a mesai 
&c.. in Wellington, county Somerset.* The heir. George 
Gary, married a daughter of the now ducal house of Somer- 
set, but as he had displayed extravagance which excited his I 
uncle's misgivings, the latter caused the deed to be revoked, 
and the manors of Cockington and St. Mary-Church only ] 
were bequeathed to him. At his death, in 1643, this George | 
Gary left the Cockington estate to his eldest son and heir, 
Sir Henry Carj'. This gentleman was very unfortunate. 
He raised a regiment in defence of the Monarchy, and waa ] 
knighted by Charles I, at Crediton, in July, 1644. When, | 
in 164S, Dartmouth was taken by General Fairfax, who re- 
ceived material support from the fleet of Admiral Batten, 1 
stationed in Torbay, Sir Henry Cary was compelled to snr- 
render the fort of Kingswear, of which he was in command. 
He waa permitted to retire on giving an undertaking not to i 
apptiar again in arms against the Parliament; a heavy fine 1 
was imposed upon him, and on the fall of the Monarchy, 
he was obliged to resign his estate of Cockington and emi- I 
grate to America.! Fairfax's troopers do not appear to I 
have extended their forays into Tormohun or St. Mary^ J 
Church; at least there are no ti-aces of the destructive J 
proclivities with which they are generally credited, for the^ 
few old brasses and nronuments remain intact. Not e 
with the neighbouring parish churches of Berry Pomeroyi 

• Mr. H. Dyniond, of Exeter, in Herald and OaiealosUt, vol. iv, 
t Ml'. R. Djmond's Pftper on The Prditfret of tht Cary FamUg. 
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and Paignton. In the former the brasRes were wrenched 
from their faHtenings, and in the latter an exquieitely- 
oarved chantrj- was ruthlessly mutilated ; indeed it is said 
that the top of the gmnite cross in the churchyard was 
destroyed by these inconoclasts.' It is not improbable 
that these spoils were effected under colom- of the com- 
mitiBions issued by Elizabeth and Cromwell. 

The Torre Abbey branch of the family of the Carys 
deaeends from the favourite nephew and secretary of the 
Lord Dt'puty, namely, Sir Edward Gary, of Stantor, a manor 
adjoining Cockington. Being a Romanist, be wa3 much 
persecuted by the Government, in whose pay spies were 
maintained, both in this parish and St. Mary-Church. He 
died in 1654, at the age of eighty. Eight years after this, 
his son, Sir George Cary, of New Parke, Hants, purchased 
Torre Abbey from Jotin Stowell, and in the possession of 
his descendants it has since remained. This gentleman 
was a Royalist, and was knighted by Charles I. at Green- 
wich, in 1632. Of the part he took in the civil war, very 
little is known ; he was, however, in 1645 appointed one of 
the Commissioners to treat with Fairfas for the surrender 
of Eseter. His death occurred in 1678, just ten years be- 
fore the landing of William of Orange in Torbay. 

Having thus given a brief account of the Cary family, 
it may not be inappropriate to introduce here a description 
of the ruins of the religious house and the modern mansion. 
The demolition of the Abbey followed closely upon the 
dispersion of its inmates, and very Httle now remains of 
the once famous church. That Httle, however, bears elo- 
quent testimony to the maBeiveness, grandeur, and extent, 
of the edifice. The most perfect relic, perhaps, is the en- 
trance to the Chapter House, consisting of a central arch- 
way, with ft smaller one on each side. The semi-circular 
arches are finely chiselled, and the Purbeck columns are 
surmounted by richly-moulded capitals. Near by, may be 

■ See ApjjendU. 
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seen the prostrate arch of the chancel auii fragnientB of the 
ooluoms that once supported the vaulted roof and aisles. 
Close at hand is a portion of the Church tower, with its 
atone staircaHe, The ruins aru densely clothed with ivy, 
and the wliole area occupied hy the chinrch is overgro\vn 
with the laurel, the cypress, and the ilex oak. Few as they 
are, the remains are preseiTed with religious care, and being 
situated at the rear of the house, can only be viewed by the 
favour of the owner. Upon the prostrate arch of the chancel 
ia a tablet on which the following line^ by the Eev. Josepl 
Reeve are inscribed ; — 

Thou);h hallowed mitres f^litter here do more, 

The friendly Abbey still adorus the shore ; 

Here meek religion's auuieot temple rose. 

How great, how fall'n, the tnnuruful ruin ahowa, — 

Of sacrilege, Ifehold, what heajis ap[>eiu' I 

Nor blunh to drop the trihatary tear. 

Here stood the font — liere, on high columns rais'd, 

The linrae extended — there, the altar hliis'd ; 

The Bhatter'd aisles, with tluat'ring ivy hung. 

The yawning arch in rude confusion flmig ; 

Sad striking remuouta of a former age, 

To pity now might move the apoiier'a rage. 

Lo, sunk to rest, the wearied vot'ry sleeps, 

While o'er his uni the gloomy cypress weejis ; 

Here silent pause, here draw the jffinaive sigh. 

Here musing learn to live, here learn t^i die ! 

It is inferred from an examination of the ground that thi 
choir of the chui-cb waa about 72 feet by 30 feet, and thi 
transept 96 feet, the whole length of the fabric, including 
the lady chapel, measuring about '200 feet.' 

Of the monastery itself, possibly from the fact that ifl 
could be easily adapted to the pui-poses of an ordir 
dwelling, the remains are more complete. The cells o 
basement appear to be as perfect now as when occupied I 
their original tenants ; the tower ia intact, and at its bai 
on the right hand side of the entrance is the beautifol 

• Ble«itt'a /'onoruma o/ TorjiKij. y. 213. ed. 1832. 
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iuoiilile<l pointe<l arch portal from whence the doles of pro- 
visions were dispensed to the poor. One of the Norman 
gateways still de^es the assaults of time. It has two 
groined entrances, a crenellated parapet, and octagonal 
ttiwers. This is the last of the three gateways mentioned 
by Leland. The second fell through neglect during; the 
latter portion of the last centurj'. Beneath the vaultinga 
of the archway may be seen the following arms : — of the 
Ahl>ey, carved in the red fiandfitone,^guleR. a chevron 
between three crosiers ; of Briwere. giiles, two bends nndy, 
or: of Mohnn. or. a cross engrailed sable, and an eagle 
displayed. The massive iron hooks on which the folding 
gates hung are still in the walls. Adjoining is the venerable 
prnnge.with its buttresses and loopholes. The refectory, 
to the north of the tower, was converted in 1779 from a 
laundry into a chapeJ. and was used for the purposes of 
divine worship by the Roman Catholics of the neighbour- 
hood up to 1854, when the Church of the Assumption waa 
opened. The present residence was commenced in the 
time of the Ridgeways. Westcote, in his History of Devon, 
says, " Bidgeway re-edified the almost decayed cells to a 
iipw and better form. The Abbey stands both pleasantly 
and commodiously both for sea and land, having Torwood, 
ji foir and large demesne belonging to it, and a bay or peer 
at the seaside." 

The Rev. Mr. MacEnery, the resident priest at the Abbey, 
cnused a portion of the ground among the ruins to be 
tnmed up in May, 1825, when two stone eof&ns and a 
(|Dantity of tesselated pavement were brought to light. It 
has been conjectured that the former contained the remains 
of Lord Briwere, the foimder of the Abbey, and William 
Af Bokeland, one of its most munificent patrons, as it is 
well tnowu that many of its principal benefactors were 
hvre interred. In trenching the gardens adjoining the 
mins, immense quantities of bones and perfect skeletons 
were exhumed in an excellent state of preservation, shewing 
tbat that portion had been the burying ground. It is re- 
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corded bb a notabk fact that the teeth were beaatifally~ 
white and reguloi- ; aUo that the skeletons indicated con- 
siderable size and power. Adjoining the Mill-garden was 
a figh-pond, in front of the manRion, This, however, was J 
filled up about 1770, with the ruins of the church andw 
eloiaters. The material employed in the orection of th^'l 
Abbey and its boundary wallfl is of various kinds ; the rei 
sandstone taken from the hill hehmd (the quarry was fillet 
up in 1876), limestone from tlie cliff's, and limestoiu 
bouhlers and stouea, which, from their water-w 
appearance, were collected from the water-eourses . 
beaches ; the conglomerate of the neighbourhood ; granite 
&om Dartmoor, and a thick slatey stone from the vieinitj 
of the point opposite the Thatcher Rock. The stone wai 
ripped in the quarries by meanR of wedges, for the practio 
of dislodging stone by the aid of gunpowder, or " shootin 
the rocks," as the process is locally known, is compai 
tively modern. 

There ie a tradition that the monks were i 
communicate with Compton Castle by a suhterraDeai 
passage. It is a (urious fact that a Huh-way does esist,1 
but not in the direction indicated. There is an under- T 
ground channel about a hundred feet in length and firfrf 
feet by four in diameter in front of the present maneioili I 
It commences a himdred yards from the house, and termi- J 
nates in a clump of trees. Evidently it had at one time ', 
a direct communication with the Abbey, 

The fine avenues at the rear of the Abbey are, com- 
paratively speaking, of modem date ; plann of the majior 
drawn lesH than two hundred years ago do not show 
them ; but from the number of concentric rings counted 
by Mr. P. Q. Karkeek in the cross-section of one of the 
lime-trees which were felled in 1876, it would appear tliat 
they were planted less than a hundred years ago." The 
Avenues are three in number, and are planted in the form 
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of a qDAdrant, radiating from tlie entrance to the Abliey. 
Oti« extends ill tiie direction of the north, and is about a 
quarter of a mile in length, through which the route to 
Paignton and the Railway Station is diverted ; this consists 
of elms, chestnuts, and limes : another runs due east, and 
is composed alternately of limes and cliestnuta : the centre 
avenue, in the direction of north-east, consists wholly of 
lime trees, of which there were, up to within the last few 
years, seventy-four pairs ; two of these have been felled 
for the purpose of widening the Belgrave Road. The 
largest of these measured 9ft. 6in. in circumference, and 
reached to a height of 90ft.* The tnmks of these lime 
trees are remarkably quartered, and have a picturesque 
appearance; they are strikingly symmetrical in the tracery 
of their branch architecture, and are probably unffurpassed 
by any in England. On the occasion of great rejoicings 
the arenues were illuminated, and the village musicians 
were employed by the owner of the Abbey to play on an 
elevated spot by the side of the north-east avenue, now 
taken up by the last house in the Belgrave Road. 

The residence is comparatively modem, and was con- 
structed chiefly mth the remains of the monasterj-. It 
oonstKts of a centre and two wings, the western being 
connected with the only remaining old gateway. Several 
years ago it contained some fine paintings. Among these 
were "'ApoUo playing to Juno," by Calleott ; "Aurora," 
by PhilUps; " Cliildren overtaken by a Storm," and " .\ 
Peasant Boy and Girl," by Howard; the "Descent of 
Icarus," the "Distressed Father," "Lavinia," and a 
" Night Scene," by Thompson ; " Juno feeding an Eayle," 
by Sir William Beecher; and a f\dl-length figure, by Opie. 
Some extensive alterations in the house having been con- 
templated, a sale took place at the Abbey in June, 1858, 
lasting a week ; the paintings and curiosities selected 
for sale realised between £800 and 4:900. Thompson's 
"Fall of learoB," a scene from the "Deserted Village," 

* Theu ilimaiuiaiu were talcen by Mr. H. Cortii, of th« Devon UoBerj. 
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and "Orpheus and Eurydice," were purchased by Mr. T. 
Webb for £84 :* West's "Samuel ProphesyiiiB " made £50; 
a landscape and pastoral figure by Callcott, £50 ; two 
paintings, a landscape and ruins, by Dietrich, £78 15». ; 
" VenoR and Bacchus." by Pouasin, £14 ; " The Children 
of Charles I.." after Vandyke, t'15 5s. ; a Dresden dinner 
set, £86 lH". ; a pair of handsome Indian jars, £28; and 
five groups of ancient carvings, representing scenes in the 
life of our Saviour, £19. 

In 1876 the mansion was restored, under the direction 
of Mr. Appleton, who made a singular diseovery among 
the cells on the basement floor.t 

There is a low doorway to the south of the tower, the 
passage from which leads through a double vaulted chamber 
having doorways on either hand— those on the left being | 
ancient, and those on the right modem. The former led j 
to a erypt under what was onee the refectory. On the j 
other side of the vaulted chamber there is another crypt o£ | 
gienter pretensions, and which up to the time of the work I 
of renovation being commenced was blocked up with cross- \ 
walls ; these, on being removed, displayed some beautifully 
worked columns and spacious chambers; the caps of the 
columns were of Purbeck stone, and the shafts and ha 
of Beer stone ; one of the windows had a circular head, 
the others were square-headed. In the principal room was 
seen a door which led to an apartment, in the comer of 
which were the remains of a atone circular newelled stair- 
case; where it led could not be known, as the top was 
boarded over. Mr. Appleton says it is difficult to say what 
this crypt was intended foi, as there were no indications of _ 
im altar or piscina, "otherwise one might have surmised I 
that it was originally a ehapel; but the care «ith which I 
the columns and mouldings have been worked indicate it | 
to have. been a place of imi>ortance." 



* Thru pictures now adorn the iitiuri:kiie of the Imiierivl Hotel. 
t Tninwftionii Devonshire Aii«>ciBtion, vol. fi., jip. 497-9. 
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A brief uotiut nmj-, perliaps. l>t given here of two other 
btiildings which were unqucstiouably connected with the 
Abbey, namely, St, Michael's Chapel, or "St, Marie'8," aa 
it IB erruneously deacribed in a map of the latter end of 
Henry VIII.'s reign, and what was no doubt the monks' 
retreat, the chapel or grange at Ileeam. St, Michaerii 
Chapel is situated on the crest of a bold mass of limeetone, 
which, in consequence, is generallj- known as Chapel Hill, 
about half a mile from the Abbey, and close by the railway 
etation at Tor. It is a very prominent objecl:, from the 
hct that the rock has been quaiTied away to within a few 
feet of the building, which now overlooks a precipitous 
cliff. Care has been taken by the Lord of the Manor timt 
no further stone shall be taken away. It is a very remark- 
able building. Its exterior dimensions are as follows : 
length, d(jft, 9in ; interior length, 2!>ft. 6in, ; height inside 
at east end, 17ft. Sin. ; at the west end, 28ft. Sin. ; exterior 
height, east end, 17ft. yin. ; west end, 23ft. 2m.* In the 
western end are two small windows, and in the sill of the 
lowest were to be seen many years ago the remains of a 
pt-rpendioular and two horizontal irons. The window in 
the eastern end is much larger, and is protected by iron 
bars placed there in recent years ; a porch existed on the 
south side, the walls of which still remain. For what 
purpose the chapel was erected there is not the shghtest 
trace of evidence to show. It has been variously conjec- 
tured that it was a votive chapel erected by persons who 
had escaped shipwreck ; to have been a place of pimishment, 
its enormous strength giving colom* to the presumption 
that it was used for the purposes of confinement ; to have 
been the retreat of a hermit ; or, from the superior sanctity 
of its founder, to have been the resort of pilgrims, who 
hoped by expiatoiy penances to atone for a life of pleasure. 
Xo record of the founder or date of erection has come down 
to our time. There is, however, enough internal evidence 
to fix the date at about the close of the 12th century. The 
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Btj'lt! in that commonly called Early English. The wa^ are 
furmed of limostone, procurable on the Rite, aud RUch of 
the dressingH as remain are of the new red sandstone which 
abounds in the cliffs from Babbaeombe to the mouth of the 
Exe, The ceiling of the- roof is a two-centred stone vault I 
without ribs, covered with a Hoft stratified stone or shale, ] 
but this is not origiual, a portion of the original oak wall- 
plate still remaining. The cross is modem, and not in I 
character with the design of the building. It was put up | 
fifty yeara ago by the Marchioness of Bute, The inner J 
arch and jambs of the east window (probably a triplet) are J 
original, and in good preservation ; the wide splay of the J 
jambs and wiudow-back mark this example as being eutjpia 
in the style ; port of the original sill still remains t» aitu 
The outer jambs and arch have pei'ished. These woul 
have had a plain chamfer on their outer edge, such as i 
be seen on the jambs of the single-light window in the ww 
wall. The piscina is in its usual place ou the south wall ^ 
it is single with its orifice, but no trace of a shelf. The ii 
jambs of tlie window in the south wall are origin&l, as a 
the oppo-site and corresponding window in the north wa! 
They have the usual wide-splayed jambs and segmental head jl 
the latter window is blank, and each of them may have beeni 
of two lights. The doorway has a pointed outside archtf 
stilted on its oast side ; the inside arch| like those of the bIcUI 
windows, is segmental. The square-head single-light window 1 
in the west wall is Jierfect and origiual ; the friable sandstone i 
is somewhat disintegrated ; but the chamfers are similar to I 
what no doubt existed upon the jambs of the dilapidated! 
windows. The single-light pointed window in the west gable | 
is also complete. Both these windows have the wide splay^ 
on the jambs which is so characteristic of the style. Tba 
fabric appears to have become dilapidated ; so, in order to 
presej-ve it from destruction, the windows were repaired with 
nibble; the lights narrowed, that in the north wall blanked, 
and the roof eovereil with stone. Some of the original plas- 
tering remains on the -walls and ceiling, but no trace of 
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eoloor exists. The flooi' is a hanging level, that is, it falls 
from east to west ; but no attempt has been made to cut 
away or level the live rock which crops up over its surface. 
It is a remarkable fact that, up to within the last half 
century, when any foreign vessets arrived in Torijimy, the 
crews of which were Roman Catholic, they invariably paid 
a visit to 8t. Michael's Chapel. 

Hesam Grange is situated on the eonfiucH of the parishes 
of Torquay and St. Mary-Church. Ueaam Manor be- 
ll longed to William Hostiarius, 
] from whom it ' passed to 
■ I'omeroys, and thence to 
' Wilham Briwere in IIHO, one 
of whose descendantsbestowed 
I it on the abbot and monks of 
I! Torre Abbey. The grange has 
, for centuries been used as a 
! farm bouse; the buildings be- 
token great antiquity and 
titreugth. The doorway and 
wall in front of the bouse are 
particularly noticeable. The 
I tower in the yard is tolerably 
I perfect, and the stone arch 
^^U\ oil tile gable of the roof, to 
which a bell was snupended, iH utill preseiTed. Ilesam was 
once a cell of the Abbey, and was the residence of canons 
in seolnsion. At the confiscation of the religious houses, 
Ileflam shared the same fate as the Abbey. 

There was taken down about two years ago a quaint 
looking building, massive and very old, which stood in the 
Upton Road. It had a fine arched entrance and porch. It 
is believed that this was also used by the monks of Torre 
AVbey. 
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f ING James II. bad tilitnated tlie good ^vill of I 
subjects by attempting to subvert the refarmet 
fiiith, and by many acts of oppression. Apprehend 
sive of being again brougbt mider the subjectio] 
irjT-t'.i- "f the Court of Eome, the Protestants invoked* 
"^^ the aid of William of Orange, and offered him 

the Crown. Preparations for the invasion of England were 
earned on in HoUnnd very secretly for a time ; but it wafi ■ 
impOBsible that so powerful an armament could be coti 
lected together without causing suspicion, and at 1 
the King discovered that the expedition was designed 
against his realm. Defensive measures were accordingI| 
taken, but the English forces were uotorioualy disaffected 
Wlien all was ready, the Prince of Orange put to sea ( 
the 19th of October, 1688, in a frigate of thirty guns. 



i Of 11)88. 



Hi* 



txpadition by wliieli be wits iiccompauied cuiisisted of fifty 
large ships of war, twenty-live frigates, as many fire-ships, 
with neai"ly four hundred Tietuallers and other vessels for 
the transportatiuu of about four thousand horse and ten 
thousand soldiers.* He was also followed by several English 
noblemen and sentleraen of distinction, an well as by the 
General Officers of the States, and two or three Imndrid 
French Offieois, who had left their countiy for their religion. 
Admiral Herbert led the van of the fleet, and Vioe-Admiral 
Evertzen brought up the rear. The Prince placed himself 
in the main body, his vessel bearing a fiag with English 
colours and their Highness's anus, surrounded with this 
motto : " The Protestaut Religion and the Liberties of 
England ; " beneatli was the motto of the House of Nassau : 
" Jf maintieHtfrai" — 1 will maintain. 

In a few hours after leaving Helvoetsluys a tempent 
arose, which compelled the vessels to return to port. The 
final departure of the fleet took place on the Ist of 
November. On the 3rd the ships entered the English 
Channel, and lay between Calais and Dover in order to 
allow of those behind to come up. To quote the words of 
Rapin. the historian, who was on board one of the ships :- — 
"It is easy to imagine what a glorious show the fleet 
made. Five or six hmidred ships in so narrow a channel. 
and both the English and French shores covered with 
infinite spectators, are no common sights. For my own 
part, who was then on board the fleet, I must own the 
spectacle struck me in an extraordinaiy manner." 

The design of the Prince was to land in Torbay, but 
during the night of the 4th the weather was foggj'. The 
pilot, unfortunately, was unable to make out the bearingH 
of the land, and so the fleet was carried considerablj' to 
the west of Ben'y Head. The situation became 
To return in the face of the rising easterly gale, with the 
King's fleet, under the Earl of Dartmouth, presumably in 
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(juest of tbem, was impoHBible, To stand on for Plymouth 
was to court danger, if not the failure of the enterprise, 
for iit the latter place there was a garrison of the King's, 
commanded by the Earl of Bath. But just as the hopes * 
of all were fast sinking, the wind dropped, and then veered | 
round to the south. Trimming sails to the favouring . 
breeze, m five hours after, the fleet swept gi-andly round 
the bluff limestone promontory of Berry Head, and ^ 
anchored off BrixLam Quay on the morning of the 5th. 
Along the shoreB of Torhay, and on the various headlands, 
gi'oups of people were watching the movements of the j 
gi-eat armament. The inhabitants of Briiiham rame down j 
to the beach ; some expressing a lively intei'est in the J 
invasion, others holding aloof, fearful of the consequen 
should the entei-prise fail. The Prince was early astir that J 
morning, and attended by liis principal officers, approached I 
the shore in his galley with something like u-resolution; j 
at length he dhrected it to where the crowd was the I 
greatest, which happened to be near the landing place, 1 
and there paused. Then he asked if he was welcome, j 
The people demanded his busiuesB. Spenee says that the | 
Prince thereupon addressed them in broken English, I 
sajdng, "Mine goot people, mine goot people, I am only I 
come for your goot, for all your goots ! " adding that hia \ 
sole object was to defend tho interests of England againet ] 
the Popish party. A hearty shout of welcome was the f 
response. "'If I am welcome, then," said he, "come and I 
carry me ashore ! " At that time the landing place was of ] 
the rudest description, and, as the tide was low, the boat 1 
could not approach close enough for the party to land. 
Whereupon a little man* waded into the water, and taking I 
the Prince on his shoulders, carried him to the steps of 1 
the quay, where the standard of the Prince of Orange was j 

■ The n»me nf thie individual was Vnrwelt, and fhere are now aevend | 
old pemns nt Briihun connected with the fniiiily uf whom this man n 
member, wha cui voudi for the necuravy of the storj ; indeed it was at 
liume of one of the Varwell family, in Middle Street, that the Prince stopped. 1 
The hniine hu long since been remuved, but its «te i» well known. 
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»t once unfiirled.* The disembarkation was itumediately 
commenced, and lasted three days. Sixty boats were 
employed in conveying the troops to land, and these were 
^nciimped on the neighbouring heights. By the aid of the 
fi^jhermen, a suitable spot was selected where the transports 
were i^nabled to come within sixty yards of the shore, and 
in the course of three hours several hundred horses were 
lowered into the aea, and swam to land. Meanwhile, the 
baggage, ammunition, and stores, were sent on to Topsham 
by water, from wlieuce they were brought, strictly guarded, 
to Exeter.t The landing was efEeeted without difficulty; 
the people, emboldened by the absence of any opposition 
to the invasion, welcomed the Prince as their deliverer, 
and speedily brought in what provisions were requbed for 
the drmy. As soon as the disembarkation was completed, 
the wind increased to a gale from the weat. thus cheeking 
the Advance of thi^ Royal fleet from the eastward. 

In a scarcf pamphlet, belonging to Colonel Morgan 
Clifford, of Torquay (published 1689, and quoted by Mr. 
W, Pengelly, in the Transactions of the Devonshire Asso- 
ciation for the Promotion of Science, Literature, and 
Art, vol, vii-. p. 64), the following passage occurs, showing 
the excellent disposition of the lleet by the Prince for 
covering the lauding: "About five in the morning we made 
the Start, the wind chopping around to the westward ; upon 



" Ami pleaie your M^c«ty King WillUm 
Vou're welcome to llnxham Quay, 
To e»t liDcltUorn sijd drink bohoB 
Alon^ with we. 
And plpSK yunr Majeity King William." 



The rtory c 
•tUined the 
Eut India 



K with it its own refutation. Printe Willittm liad not yet 
9 L'rown. Again, t«a was first introduced in IfiflO. In 16(il the 
Company imported n iimall pickut weighing two pounds, a* a 
prwgnt lo the King. Sesoral years afterwards the price of tea was sijtj 
ihillingt per poand, and, tlierefore, not hkely in lfl88 to hnvo been in general 
me aa a beverage among a flobing population. The hni'kliorn referred to ia 
dried wliiting, for which tiriiham haa always been famous. 

+ Jenkins's History of Exttrr, p. 188, 
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which we stood fair by Dartmouth, and so niadt^ for Torbay, 
wliere tht! Prini;i.- ivgaiii ordered the whole fleet into the 
same [lositiou an at Dover aud Calai.s. Upon his arrival 
at Torbay, the people on land in great numbfrtj welcomed 
hiB Highness with loud acclamations of joy. Immediately 
after, the Prince gave two signaln that the Admirals should 
come aboard him, wliicli they did; and then ordered that 
the whole fleet shotild come to an anchor, aud immediately 
land ; and further ordered that the Admuala should stand 
out to sea as a guard, as well as the smaller men-of-wai' 
guai'd theu' landing : and also ordered six men-of-war 
run in to guard Torbay. The Prince then put out a n 
flag at the raizen-yard-ann and proceeded to land in sistj 
boatB, laid ready for that purpose. Upon which the Prin* 
signifled that General Alackay, with his six regiments 
English and Scots, should fli'st land ; aud also that the litl 
Porjms, with eighteen guns, should run aground to seoi 
their landing. But there was no opposition; for the peopI»i 
bid us heartily welcome to England, and gave us all manner 
of provisions for our refreshment. The fifth of NoTember 
(a day never to be blotted out of the Englishman's heart), 
the Prince caused to be landed about 2,000." In " a 
further account of the Prince's coming, in a letter sent 
&om Exeter, dated November 24th," the writer says. " It 
IB to admiration to consider the vast magazine of all war- 
like utensils brought hither by the Prince's army, their 
baggage having for a fortnight together been continual!] 
landing, and yet not fully ended. Were it not for the bi 
ness of the roadH, a» I was informed by a private sentiiv 
they could draw into the Held iin artillery of abovi 
pieces. But the greatest curiosity I yet saw was a bridj 
of boats, such as I conceive the Imperialists use to pi 
over the Danube and Save with, which was for the 
conveyance of the carriages, laid over the river in two 
three hours, and afterwards as soon removed ; not to meO' 
tion a smith's shop or forge, curiously contrived in a waggon ; 
or another contrivance the foot carry with them to keep off 
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boree. ■which in tbeir manner may well yield the service 
of & piio." 

On the first day of the landing ' a search party waH 
Bent to Torre Ahbey and other houses in the neighbourhood 
for horsee and armn. It is said that the Roman Catholic 
priest at Torre Abbey, on discovering the fleet, and noticing 
white flags floating from the mast-heads, concluded at once 
that it was the French, sent to assist King James against 
the designs of the Prince of Orange. Filled with joy at 
the notion, he summoned all the household to Tf Deiim. 
The search party, however, dispelled his illusion, and the 
Teast, which had been prepared for the entertainment of 
the French, was fully appreciated by the Dutch. All the 
hunates, with the exception of the Dowager Lady Gary and 
a few of her old servants, fled from the house, t 

Rain fell heavily during the time the army was landing, 
and the condition of the men was very distressing. The 
soldiers, before landing, were ordered to tate three days' 
bread with them, and were at the trouble also of carrying 
their own tents. But the officers, even the most consider- 
able, were very much mortified on their first encampment, 
being wet to the skin, and having neither clothes for 
change, nor bread, nor horses, nor servants, nor other bed 
than the earth, all drenched with rain ; their baggage being 
j'et in tlie ships. Had this held two days more, the officers, 
as well principal as subaltern, would have been reduced to 
great extremities. But the Prince left nothing undone for 
their refreshment. He ordered horses, carriages, and pro- 
visions, from the neighbouring coimtry. J 

On Wednesday, the 7th, the Priuce commenced his 
march to Newton, passing along the narrow lanes of 
Churston. Paignton, Cockingtou, and Kingskerswell, to 

■ Vr. Bleirllt nyt the 7t1i ; thia la no <lauht u [irtnter'a error, for it !■ 
improWhle that to Urge a Hect could be iti Torhay two days without the 
iluiiHl«« nf Tmri^ AMwi bein^ made u'ljuuinted with ita nhject. 

+ Hftrleiiin Mi«*l, 

B Hiatnry nf Englnn.l, vol. iv„ p. 170. 
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Ford House, The road8 were only adapted for pan 
horaes, and how the Prince's carriages and artillery v 
dragged through them after lieavv November rains mui 
remain a marvel. 

On the authority of the late Rev. H. F, Lyte, ^-ionr < 
Brisham, the man who carried the Prince on shore pre 
ceded liim on the journey on a short ambling pony, whitdi 
was commonly used iu fish jolting : be rode bare-headed to 
Neivton, and afterwards to Exeter." 

An-ivmg at Newton, the Prince was met by the RevJ 
John Reynell. the vicar of Wolborough, who, notwitlls 
standing that William had not yet been received by i 
English gentry with that cordiality which be had been Isj 
to expect, preceded him to the Market-place, and there, t 
the base of the ancient stone cross, be was tbe first man ( 
read publicly the Prince's proclamation to tbe people < 
England. That night William slept at Ford House, 
residence of Sir William Courtenay, who, being absent, hM 
given directions for his hospitable entertainment. Thi 
artillery was planted in tbe old Roman encampment i 
Milber Down, and the tents of the army were pitched ( 
the beath. 

On Thursday, the Sth, the army was set in motion t 
the march on Exeter. It must have been a grand specta< 
to judge from the accounts of contemporary histori 
First came the Right Hon. Earl of Macclesfield, with t 

• The zgr] of the Brlihim B>herniaii so liighlj pleued the Princa, thi 
he d«<[red W\io to uonie tn court, when lie wiiulit confer Hume lucrative oP~ 
□pon him ; be alao gave him n note onder lii> lland, vlilch wna to ba fail p 
port into the Itojal presence. )!lated with his good fortune, the fiiherinH 
itfter Willium wiu flrutly tested on the throne, left Briibam for I 
aaauring hii fellow-townBnieii that he ihould came buck a lord at leut 
arriving it the great city, the simple coantrymun got into Ibe luuidi 
gang of shaTpen, who, iiaving drawn out of hioi the nature of bia e 
plied him witli drink, und kept hiui in ■ itate of drunhennesa for a 
daya. One of the party then aecureil the piuii, and, havii'g ma 
anffldently acquainted with tbe incidents of the Princu'H landing, « 
Palace imd ret^elved a haniliome reward. When at length the fiabCT 
recovered ftvin hU debauch, he presented hiinaelf at L-ourC; but, *a he 
unable to produce the letter, he waa turned away rb an iinposlor. The B 

H. F. Lyte states that the man returned to Brixham, but could " ' 

up his head again." 
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hondirecl horsemen, most of whom were Eugli»b nobles and 
gentlemen, richly mounted ou Flanders steeds, completely 
clotheii in bright armour ; two hundred negroes (attending 
the said gentlemen), vfearing embroidered caps lined with 
white fur, and i>lume8 of white feathers; two Imndred 
Finlanders clothed iii beaver skins, in black armour, with 
broadswords ; fifty gentlemen, and as many pages, to 
attend and support the Prince's standard ; fifty led horses. 
all managed and broken for war, with two grooms to each 
horse ; two state coaches ; the Prince on a milk-white 
horse, in a complete suit of bright armour, a plume of 
white 06trieh feathers on his head, and forty-two running 
footmen by his side; two hundred gentlemen and pages 
on horseback; three hundred Swiss guards, armed with 
foaees ; five hundred volunteers, with two led horses each ; 
the Prince's guards, in number six hundred, armed cop- 
n-pii; the reet of the army brought up the rear; they had 
fifty waggons laden with ca^h, and one hundred and twenty 
pieces of cannon.* 

Ou the line of march, the middle and lower classes 
were enthusiastic in theii' demonstrations of joy at the 
appearance of the army ; but the landed proprietors and 
nobles were vei'y backward in manifesting then- real feeling, 
&om an appreheusiou that the cause might fail. This 
reticence on the part of the aristocracy was very painful 
to the Prince, who began to think that the state of the 
country was not yet ripe for the bold measures to which he 
had committed him self. 

Lord Mordaunt and Dr. Burnett (afterwards Bishop of 
Salisbury) pushed on in advance with four troops of horse, 
and on arriving at Exeter found the Westgate closed against 
them. The porter was ordered to open it on pain of death, 
and having complied, the Prince's advance guard entered 
the city. On Friday the Prince and his retinue came up, 
and the army occupied three hours in marching through.! 

* HirUian Miac^el. 
+ Jankiiu"« Hist. E^ieter, p. 187. 
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The clroopiug courage of the Prince was soon revived by 
tlefection from the Boyalifit ciiURe of lUstiiiguished nobi 
who hrouglit a considerable number of the King's 
with them, and joined his standard. Thus the bloodli 
invasion commenced at Brixham was, i« a few short weel 
happily consummated. 

The stone on which the Prince of Orange first set foot 
in England was removed for the pnriwse of beiug built 
into a small gianite column by the CommisBioners for the 
Improvement of the Harbour and Market of Brixham, 
commemorate his landing. The base of the pedestal coi 
tained the stone on which William fii-st set foot ; it hi 
been polished, and the date and particulars of the great 
event inscribed upon it. This column was first set up in 
the fish market, but in consequence of its inconvenient, 
situation it was taken down and put aside for a considerabl 
time, to the great disappointment of numerous travellei 
whose curiosity had been excited by Macaulay's famoi 
history. It was taken fi-om its obscurity in 1843 
erected on the Victoria pier, of which it now forms 
ornament, as well as being a mark h>' which seamen are 
able to enter the harbour. The stone bears the following 
inscription : " On this stone, and near this spot. William, 
Prince of Orange, first set foot on his lauding in England,' 
6th November, 1688." 

When the Exeter Canal was opened, the flag wl 
was displayed in the bow of the first barge in the 
cession was the identical banner under which William tl 
Third lauded at Brixham. 

Two years later, in 1690, an attempt was made ' 
ri'Btore King Tames to the throne, .\ French fleet harasBC 
the mouth of the Thames, and then, proceeding westwi 
anchored in Torbay, where several merchant ships i 
captured. All the forces of Devon were concentrated i 
this point for the purpose of defence. From Torbay t 
boats of the fleet were sent, manned and anned, to ravi 
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the coat!t. They pliindered and set fire to East and "West 
TeJgniBOiith and Shaldon. An appeal for the relief of the 
sofierers was made in all the churches of the laud, m 
response to a " brief " issued by Royal authority. The 
tale, as given from the pulpit, is as follows : — 

" On the 13th of July, about four of the clock in the 
morning, the French fleet was seen riding iu Torhay, 
where all the forces of Devon were drawn up to oppose 
their landing. Several of their galleys drew off from the 
fleet and made towards a weak, unfortified place, called 
Teignmouth, about seven miles to the eastward of Torhay. 
Coming very near, and having played the cannon of their 
galleys upon the towns, and shot near two hundred great 
shot therein, to drive away the poor inhabitants, they landed 
abont seven hundred of their men, and began to fire and 
plunder the to^v^s of East and West Teignmouth, which 
consist of about three himdred houses. In the space of 
three hours they ransacked and plundei'ed the said towns 
and a village called Shaldon, lying on the other side of the 
river, and burnt or destroyed a hundred and sixteen houses, 
together with eleven ships and barks that were iu the 
harbour ; and, to add sacrilege to their robbery and 
violence, they in a barbarous manner entered the two 
churches of the said towns, and tore the Bibles and 
Common Prayer Books in pieces, scattering the leaves 
thereof about the streets ; broke down the pulpits ; over- 
threw the communion tables ; together with many other 
marks of a barbaj'ous and enraged cruelty, and such goods 
and merchandise as they could not or durst not stay to 
carry away for fear of our forces, which were marching 
to oppose them, they spoilt and destroyed, killing very 
many cattle and bogs, which they left dead in the streets. 
And the said towns of East and West Teignmouth and 
Shaldon being in great part maintained by fishing, and 
their boats, nets, and other fishing craft, being plundered 
and coDBumed in the common flames, the poor inhabitants 
are not only deprived of their subsistence and maintenance, 
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but put out of condition to retrieve these losses by t 
futui-e industry; the whole loss and damage of tlie said 
poor inbaiiitiiutfi, sustained by such an uuuaual accident, 
amounting to about ill.OOO, as appeared to our justices, 
not only by tbe oaths of many poor sufferers, but also of 
many skilful and experienced workmen who viewed the 
same, and have taken an estimate thereof; which loss 
hath reduced many poor iuhabitants to a very sa<I and 
deplorable condition." 

After this adventure, the veBsels weighed anchor and 
fltood away to the west, but in rounding Berry Head, two 
slaves leaped ti-om one of the galleys into the sea ; one was 
recaptured; the second, a Turk, after a desperate struggle 
for liberty, swam on sliore, and was secured by the people 
who had witnessed the incident. 

On tbe 5th of July, 1703, a gi'eat fleet assembled in 
Torbay. Admiral Sir Cloudesley Sliovel, with the combined 
English and Dutch squadrons imder his command, was 
driven into Torbay, and after a stay of three days pro- 
ceeded to the Mediterranean. The object of this important 
expedition was the relief of the Protestants in the Cevennes, 
iu the South of France, who had been goaded into insur- 
rection by the persecutions of the Papists. The successes 
of the Protestants made the sovereigns in alliance against 
France attentive to that insurrection, and the general con- 
cern tbe English nation expressed for a people that fought 
for the Protestant cause, together with the solicitations of 
some illustrious French refugees iu their favour, moved her 
Majesty Queen Anne and his Royal Highness Prince George 
to propose the relieving of them in Council, and it was 
resolved that the fleet designed for service in the ^fediter- 
raneau should endeavour- to carry them a supply of onus, 
ammunition, and money. The proposal was well received 
by the people, who looked upon it as a just retribution upon 
the French king for countenancing the design of an insur- 
rection in Scotland. Tbe Dutch squadron consisted of 
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three flag ships and fourteen men-of-war, commanded by 
Admiral Alemond ; these, with the forty which formed the 
English fleet, together with a great fleet of outward-bound 
merchant ships which were under their convoy, made Tor- 
bay present a very animated appearance. The expedition, 
however, failed to effect any active intervention on behalf 
of the insurgents. 
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Torquay in the Seventeenth Century. — Fleeter the Original Name of tki 
Town. — Flecte Mill. — Testimony of Old Leases. — A Comprekenshk 
Quit-Claim. — A Centenarian outliving her Ninety-nine Years' Liou 
The Erection of the Mill on Windmill HiU.—The case of TkomM 
Smith. — Leasing of Mines in Tormohun. — SaU of Tormohun to 
Robert Palk.—The Palk Family. 




N examination of the Burrendered leases, counter- I 
partH of leases, indentures, agreements, court rollB» I 
settlements, letters patent, and other documenti j 
in the possession of Sir L. Palk, Bart., M.P., at 
Haldon, brings to light two important facts : firsii 
that as early as the sixteenth century, at leasts 
there was no inconsiderable number of houses in the nei^ 
bourbood of the harbour ; and secondly, that the town wai 
b.etter known by the name of Fleete * than Tor Key. For 
example, there is a lease dated 20th April, 5th James Ifit ] 
(1G08), granting to John Saunders **all that messuage 
house, and another house and dye mill, lately erected sai] 
builded by the said John Saunders, at Fleete, within Un] 
tithing of Tormohun,'* with all water courses, &c., faj 
** fower score and nineteen years," on three lives. In 1617^ 
Thomas Kidgeway granted by lease to Robert Ball, mi 
of Cockington, **all that house or sollart and appi 
nances situate, lying, and being at Fleete, between 
solhir of William Ball on the west side, and the then 
ment wall and soUar sometime in the possession of Wil 

* Fleet, a Saxon word, Hignifies a place where the tide cornea o^ 
()))ening the ground in the Meadow for building pnrpoaea, many ywn ' 
the workmen came upon the old sea beach Keveral feet below the praMot % 

t The word ioUar, now obsolete, repeatedly occnra in the old 
appenra to be an eqnivaleiit to the word house, and is used in that 
same word is found in many of the old leases at ~ 
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'deceased, on the aoutli, lately erected and 
by William Symons, mariner, of Cockington." 
9.a Ridgeway, on the 19tli of September, in the 1 5th 
t James I. (1618), granted to John Sayle, for the con- 
Hon of £120, a lease of certain mills in Fleete," in 
jsnor of Tormohun, for "fower score and ninetet-n 
" determinable on the death of three lives. A lease, 
Binahle on three lives, was granted by Thomas Lord 
way, on the SSth of September, in the 19th year of 
I. (16'22), to William Alward Nclder, yeoman, in 
eration of £3 5s., for a house situate in Pk^ete, in the 
of Tormohun. According to a deed bearing date 
10th, 1650, tiie Eight Hon. Lord John Ridgeway 
d to Henry Neck, " the son of John Neck, of Tor 
lyler," for the consideration of X'lO, "all that man- 
dwelling house at Fleete, and plots and parcel of 
hereonto belonging, now in the occupation of the said 
Seek, and Elizabeth, his wife," " for fower score and 
a years in rever.'iion." t In October, the same yuar, 
OB granted to Widow Payne, " all that one sollar in 
□pation of the said Widow Payne, situate, l3"ing, 
ing at Fleete." Premises "at Fleete" were leased 
hae! Mulligan, in January, 1653. On the 21st of 
y, 1656, Anstia quarry was leased for twenty-one 
and on the 20th of May, 1662, " Moadfoot quarry, 
lying, and being on the south side of Torwood." 
ksed to John Lyell, of Topsham. Elizabeth Wil- 
■widow, obtained a lease, dated May 20tb, 1660, of 
BSDEge or sollar house, bake-house, herb garden, and 
eonrtelege thereunto adjoining," and all public 
kc., "mtnate, lying, and being at Upton, within the 
of Tormohun." To John Black, husbFindman, were 
December 22nd, 1659, "all those closes, ffidds, 
es of ground, that is to say, one clow called Middle 
ne close called Kent's Hole, one close called Egndeu, 

* Tht mill irbicli atood at the bock of the tlnion Hotel, 
f Bj an earlier leu«. the hoiue ww granted tu John Keck. 
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one cloae called Wildeswood, one close called Old Close, and 
the meadow called Bramble Meadow." To Daniel Lus- 
combe was leased, January 29th, 1668, " all the mesBuage 
or dwelling house situate at Fleete, lately iu the occupation 
of Joanna Yeo, widdo." William Lang, mariner, on the 
■iStth of October, 1G63, obtained the grant of "all the man- 
sion or dwelling house, with its appurtenances, situate, 
lying, and being iu Fleete," . . . " with the piece or parcel 
of land belonging thereto, some time since in the occupation 
of Elizabeth Kirk, widow, and lately in the occupation of 
Elizabeth Harris, on the south side of the mill leat that 
cometb fi'om Fleete Mill, and between the said mill leat and 
Waldou Way." By deed, dated November 26th, 1676, there 
was granted to Christopher Martin, mariner, of St. Mary- 
Church, and Grace, his daughter, " all that house or sollar 
adjoining unto the little Key, and bounded by the sollar 
now in the occupation of John Drew, on the south-west 
side, and a sollar on the north side, in the occupation of 
Thomas Powell." In numerous other leases, the word 
Fleete couHtantly occurs in the description of the property, 

In some of the deeds of later date, the words Tor Key 
are introduced in addition to Fleete. For example, in a 
grant to Daniel Luscombe, dated 29th September, 1670, 
the property is described as " all that messuage or mansion 
house situate, lying, and being at Fleete, otherwise Tor 
' Key, within the parish of Tormohun aforesaid, hitherto in 
the occupation of Anthony Hyppins, late of Tor Key, black- 
smith, deceased." 

There is a curious document dated September 3rd, 1666, 
setting forth that Catherine FoUett is possessed of premiseB 
in Tormohun, "which she there holds by copy of court roll 
for the term of her widowhood, according to the custom of 
the said manor.*" 

* Another cii»tfliD perulUr ti] the manor *ru thkC of Free Bench, Damd^ 
that if ■ costnmary tennnt die, the widow eliall hkve her Free Uencb in ill 
hia copyhold Innili, dun tvta vaA eatta/aerit, but if she (.'ommit inrontineofy, 
*he foifeita her eatnte, unlesi she compliea with sundry condition* Rckoow* 
ledpng her error, Ac. The lord of tlie nmnor hid «l«o the right of infiicting 
SljdtAl pnniihment. 
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A very broad and comprehensive quit-claim is contained 
in a iiarchment endorsed, " Elford's discharge to the Earl 
of Londonderry," It eays, "I do hereby acijuit and dia- 
ebarge Robert Eidgeway, of Tor, in the county of Devon, 
And kingdom of England, baronet, and Lord Baron liidge- 
Srey and Earl of Londonderry, in the kingdom of Ireland, 
r and from all reckenings, cIa}Tnes, and demands, what- 
loev«r, from the beginning of the world to this day. Wit- 
besB my band, this 12th day of August, Anno Domini 
1670.— Francis Elford," 

The fact of a person outliving a ninety-nine years' term, 
and surrendering the lease in person, is an exceedingly rare 
pecurrenee, yet an instance of this kind actually took place 
a Fleete, or Tor Key, The Earl of Londonderry, on the 
S9th of May, 1678, demised a cottage-house, orchard, herb 
garden, a field, and other ground thereto belonging, to 
" John Goodman, sayler, for fower score and nineteen 
ITS," on the lives of himself, Philippa, his wife, and Mary, 
I daughter. The deed is endorsed with the statement 
lat Mary surrendered it in person on the 23rd June, 1777, 
"having outlived her term." Assuming that Mary was 
imly tvrelve months old when her father obtained the lease, 
Qie must have been a centenarian when she delivered up 
possession. 

There are two parchments wliieli afford much informa- 
aon respecting the windmill, the ruins of which still exist 
m what ia generally known as Windmill Hill, the proper 
iame of which ia Yaddon Down, as described on the maps 
>f the manor. A twenty-one years' lease of the land was 
{granted March 13th, 1G73, by the Earl of Londonderry to 
"James Waters, of London, citizen and merchant tailor," 
in consideration that the said Waters "will erect and build 
I sufficient and commodious wind mill, with two mill stones 
in it, one to grind wheat and the other barley, on Yaddon 
Bill Down or Common, at any place where it is fit and 
convenient, situate, lying, and being in the parish of Tor- 
niobun, near the village called Upton." The second parch- 
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ment fihows that at the end of the term the mill was 1« 
for Reven years to John Nott, millor, of Chagford. 

In the year 1700 a lease of land was granted by ThomasI 
Ridgeway to several inhabitants of the parish, tbe land I 
being situated between Ridgeway's land — that which once | 
belonged to John Choekman— and the church, bei 
70 feet in length and 24 in breadth, including the Churol 
House. This place was afterwards converted into a 
house. The lease was for 90 years, at the yearly rent i 
sixteen pence. This appears to have been tbe renewal 
of a lease originally granted by Abbot Dj'er on the 27t] 
May, 1520. 

To Kawlin Mallock, of Cockington, was granted byl 
■lease, dated 1711, "all that house or sollar. and garden, I 
lying at the east end of the Great Key at Fleete, and t 
courtelege before tlie said house or sollar, all which aj 
premises are parcels of the manor of Torwood, lately i 
the possession of John Waymouth." The terra was nin 
nine years, on the lives of Rawlin Mallock, his wife, 
son, " if they should so long live." There is a meraorandun! 
added to the parchment, by which the Earl of Londonden 
reserves free liberty "to carry all manner of things (' 
upon the key." 

There is a peculiar interest connected with a cextaU 
[Qdenture or agreement, dated the 15th of December, 1710, 
i.because it appears to be the last act of a protracted c 
litigation, in which was put forward a claim for a considei 
•able sum of money. The parties concerned in the i 
were Thomas Smith, of Tor Key, mariner, and Mary, '. 
wife, who was the daughter of Mary Luscombe, and ad- 
ministratrix to her gwds and chattels, on the one part, and 
the Earl of Londonderry on the other. The deed recites _ 
that the said Mary Luseomhe, ^ridow. in her lifetime^ 
namely, in or about Hilary Term, in the second year i 
their late Majesties William and Mai-y (lfi91), obtainejl 
a judgment against the Earl of Londonderry, in tbflj 
Majesties' Court of Common Pleas at Westminster, tc^ 
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£582 debt, besides costs ; it adds that the said Mary 
Ltisconibe bad siiioe deceased, and bequeathed to the said 
Mary, her only child, whatever Roods, chattels, and other 
property she^ssessed, and to whom letters of admiiiistra- 
iion had been granted. The said Miiry, her daughter, waw 
tlierefore entitled to the judgment and all the benefits and 
advantages thereof. And Mary, having intermarried with 
Thomas Smith, he thereby, in right of hia wife, became 
entitled to such benefits and advantages. The document 
goes on to state that Smith and his wife, their heirs, 
administrators, executors, and assigns, covenant, promise, 
and guarantee unto and witli the said Itobert, Earl of 
LondondeiTy, hia heirs, Ac, that if the said Earl shall and 
will truly pay and cause to be paid to Thomas Smith, the 
fall sum of £103, on or about the '24th of June, and also 
an indenture signed by the Earl of Londonderry, and 
delivered to Thomas Smith or his order, for his own life, 
to be nominated by Thomas Smith, after the decease of 
Elizabeth Card [or Coad^ on the estate or tenement she at 
that time held possession of, that then and thereupon 
Thomas Smith and his wife shall and will on reasonable 
request, and at the coat and charge of the Earl of London- 
derry, set forth an aeknowludgiuent upon record for the 
said judgment, and the debt and damage thereby recovered. 
Of mining operations, both at St. Mary Church and 
Torquay, some particulars are given in various legal docu- 
ments. About 16SI), the Earl of Londonderry began tin 
works on a large scale in the brook near WeathJll, and aim 
io the brook which runs by the Teignmouth Road. Geolo- 
gists would never have recommended mines to be sunk in 
Bach places, but the Earl was led to believe that there were 
rich lodes, and accordingly he erected stamping mills 
and machinery, at a great expense. These works led to 
opposition on the part of the owner of Tor Abbey, and the 
result was that a bill was filed in the Stannary Court by 
the Earl of Londonderry against Mr. Edward Gary. The 
following is an extract from the document referred to :— 
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" To the Worshipful John Mauley, Esquire, Steward of the 
Stannary Courts of Devon, &,c. Sbeweth unto yonr 
worship yoiu- dayly orator, the Right Hon. the Earl of 
Londonderry, that on the 10th of April, 1695, and long 
before and ever since that tyme, hath been seized of and in 
three several Tyu workes, situate, lying, and being within the 
several parishes of St. Mary Church and Torraohun, in the 
county of Devon, and within the jurisdiction of the severall 
Stannary Courts of Chagford and Aslibiirton, and (design- 
ing as well for the pubUck good as also for your orator's 
own profit and advantage) to adventure as an adventuring 
Tynner, to imploy his spalliers, servants, and workmen, to 
digge and work in the said several! and respective Tyn- 
works, and therein to dig and search for tynne oares, did 
on the said date imploye several! spalliers, servants, and 
workmen to the purpose aforesayd, and was att great 
charges in providing for them tooles, implements, and other 
materialls, and all things necessary for that imployment, 
which being payinfully and induHtriously managed, great 
quantities of iya oar were digged and thrown on the graase 
of the said several! and respective tyn workes. He also 
caused to be erected a stamping mill, for the stamping of 
the tyn oare, and caused a water-course to be led to the 
said mills, by all which he had great prospects of 
acquiring great summes of money, by the effects and pro- 
ducts of the said Tynworkes. CompUiimt, that one Edward 
Gary, of the parish of Tormohun, Esq., impeded the 
improvement of the works, and maligned the publick good 
designed by the complainant in 1695 by diverting the 
water course, so that it was impossible for the water to 
run to the stamping mill, whereby the works became un- 
profitable, and complainant lost £500 and upwards. That 
Edward Cary alleges (1) that complainant was not entitled 
to tiie Tynworkes or water-course ; (2) that its diversion 
did him no damage." There is no record of any judgment 
having been given in this case. 

In a lease dated 1720, Lucy, the Countess of London- 



derry, grantB to Thomas Burden " all tbe mines and 
minerals, copiwr, lead, iron, tin, or any other mine or 
mines and minerals already found or to be found in the 
Manor of Tormobun, or Tor Moone;" also all Vermillion 
earth which may be had or got in any part thereof ; 
tugethcr ■with right of way for liorsea, Ac. The considera- 
tion 16 stated to be a ninth-part of tbe produce. The 
mines are indicated on tbe map as being between Torwood 
and Hope's Nose. 

Ae late as 1850 an iron mine was worked at Torre, 
between the Infirmary and the first house in Higher Union 
Street, on the side of the hill facing Upton. The ore was 
repated to be rich, but it does not appear that a lode was 
ever reached, and in a few years mining operations were 
abandoned. About ten years after some rich samples of 
iron ore were raised at Sandhill Boad, EUacombe, No 
attempt, however, was made to work it as a commercial 
speculation. 

A quaint old document* covering both sides of four 
sheets of letter paper, being an account kept by the bailiff 
of the Londonden-j-s during the last four years that they 
held possession of Torwood Manor House, before it passed 
into the hands of the Donegals, affords some interesting 
particulars respecting the price of provisions, the funeral 
of the Earl of Londonderry, the marriage of the heiress 
with the Earl of Donegal, and other matters. It is de- 
scribed as " An account of John Blatehford since he mode 
up his last account with my Lord Londonderry." The 
following are a few of the items during the year 1712. 
" For a shoulder of mutton, Is. 2d.;" "For a leg of mutton, 
1«. 2d,;" "For seven hogsheads of cyder drank att Torwood 
during my Lord's stay there, £7 ; " " For a man and two 
horsee when my Lord went away, Cs. ; " " For a letter from 
my Lord, lOd.;" "For land-tax for the mill, 5«. Ijrf. ;" 
" Renewing the bounds, 10«.;" "Michaelmas Court charges, 
Ifid. M.;" "Ann Ffos for keepeing the oar, 5s." These 
* Thia U in the jummiiiin of Mr. S. Johnton, of Torquay. 
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last three items regularly occur in each year's accounts. 
"Paid land tax, ^10 18s.;" "Window tax, £1 10«.;" 
" Clinrch and poor rate, ij7 Os. id. Under date 1713, appear 
tlie following entries, "For carrying timber to the wind- 
mill. Is. 6d. ; " " For carrying twenty pounds to Dartmouth, 
2*.;" "Received three letters from my Lady, 2s. Gd. ; " 
"To fonr hogsheads of cyder, £5 ;" "Paid Walter Deariug 
for HeyHng the Erue house, i3 *2g. fV/," 

Tht Earl of Londonderry died in 1713, and was burled 
in Tor Church. The following is a list of the cliarges on 
Fkccoimt of the funeral, aa given by Master Blatehford : 
£ t. J. 

Fur lieer at the Church house ... 1 4 .1 

For mskiug three gravea ... ... ... ... 1 4 (I 

To three wumen for carrjiiig enrth 16 

To Thumas JefFryea 16 

For lieer at Saiidj Gate 3 i) 

For beer at Joan CowoU'h S 

For meat and drink and wiae at Tor toiviie for 

the bearers ai>d gentleiuen 4 (t 

For a niuruiiig suit for mjiielfe by order of my 

Laily 3 16 (» 

There was also paid to Thoa. .Jeffryes £1 4«. 6rf. for laying 
the Bamfloor, and 4s. Sd. "for taking up the seats for my 
Lord's hurying." Among the items for the year 1716 are 
" For the survey att Torwood for Nitrey's estate. 15*. 6rf ; " 
" For cai'rying the llecits to be sent to London, 2s. M." Mr. 
Holwell'B name appears every half year as a vi.sitor, and 
he was evidently the agent who received the rents; for 
e^mple, "Mr. Hnlwell att Torwood, charges, 3s. 6rf;" 
"When my eon carried the money to Mr, Holwell, 2b," 
The mill was at times uuoccupied, for there is an 
entry " For crying the mill at Totneaa and Nuton, 1»," 

Lucy Ridgeway, the heb-ess of the Londonderrys, was 
married to Artbui-, the Earl of Donegal, on the 3rd of 
October, 171B. It appears that in August, previous to the 
marriage, his Lordahip visited Torwood, and remained five 
days. From the minute details given by honest John 
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Blatchford, there must have been great preparations made 
for his reception ; the house was furbished up for the occa- 
sion, and various new goods were purchased. Here are 
some of the items: "To three yards of cloath to mend 
ftiid cover the beds, Is.Gd.;" " For twelve yards of poledany 
to cover two beds, 7«. 1(/. ; " " For three geese, Ss. 9</. ; " "For 
one pound of loafe BUgar. 1*.;" "For five pounds of pow- 
dered sugar, 2«. 8tl, ;" " For eleven chicken at 5d. a pieoa,^] 
is.lH.;" "For sis ditto, at 3^rf. a-piece, 1m. SW. ;" "For 
dozen lobsters, 5«. ;" "For bread and flower, 10*. 6d. 
"For beer, £1 4s. fid.;" "For a man fetching wine froi 
Topsham, 2s. M. ; " " For a man fetching wine from Di 
mouth, Is. 6rf. ;" "For a man and two horses to feti 
Bande, '2«.;" "For a man and horse to fetch wine froi 
Totnees, Is, ; " " For two dozen of wine from Totness, £2; 
"For two dozen of clarett from ditto, 4s.;" "For t^ 
dozen of wine from Topsham, £1 13s.;" "For one dozi 
of wine from Dartmouth, 1 4s. ; " " For meat for ten horses,' 
five days, £1 5s. ; " " For "beer at Joan Cowell's, 17s. 6rf, 

The deed of conveyance by which the Manor of Tor- 
mohun was transferred to Sir Robert Palk fills ten sheets ' 
of parchment.* The estate was sold under a decree of 
Chancery, on the 21st of June, 1767. The lease and 
release bears date the 20th and 21st June, 1768, th« 
contracting parties being Arthur, Earl of Donegal, on thi 
first part; Henry Adam, on the second part; the Righl 
Hon. Frances Graham, Countess of Londonderry, widow and 
relict of Thomas Pitt the younger, and then the widow of 
Robert Graham, and surviving daughter and heiress of the 
Right Hon. Robert Earl of Londonderry, ou the thu-d part ; 
the Hon. Lucy Meyrick on the fourth pai-t ; Robert Palk, 
Bart., of Spring Gardens, county Middlesex, and Henry 
Vansittort, on the fifth part ; and William Michael Lanj 
of the Chancery Office, on the sixth part, .\fter reciti 
various articles and deeds, the property disposed of 
described as " all that and those manors, town, and lai 
■ The coUection of deeds Kt Haldon. 
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of Tormohun, otlierwiae Tor Moone, and the barton ( 
farm of Torwood, and that and those the manor or lordship 
or reputed manor or lordship of Ilsam or Ilesam, with 
their and every of their rights and appurtenances, situated 
in the county of Devon. And all and singular and other 
the manor, town, lands, tenements, and hereditaments 
whatsoever, situate, lying, and bemg in the parish of St. 
Mary-Church, or other of them, in the said county of 
Devon, whereof or whci-ein the said Arthur, Earl of 
Donegal, or other persons in trust for him, have any estate 
or inheritance whatsoever." The deed is signed by Donegal, 
Henry Adam, Frances Londonderry, Lucy Meyrick, Robert 
Palk, and Thomas Cholmondeley, 

The Palk family date from the fifteenth century, in the 
reign of Henry VU, At that time they resided at Ambrose, 
in the parish of Ipplepen. The father of the first baronet, 
Walter Palk, was member of Parliament for Ashburton, 
and his second son represented the same borough on the 
death of his father. The elder son, Robert, the purchaser 
of Tormohun, won honour and distinction in India: he was 
first Governor of Madras in 1763, and was created a baronet 
for his services. During his residence in India the strongest . 
friendship existed between him and Major-General Stringer 
Lawrence, to whose memory he erected a belvedere and 
statue at Haldon. Sir Robert Palk died in 1798, and was 
succeeded in the title and estates by his son. Sir Lawrence ■ 
Palk, M.P. for Devon, who. wi the 15th of May, 1792. 
was married to Lady Dorothy Elizabeth Vaughan, eldest 
daughter of Wilmot, Earl of Lisburne. Six sons and 
two daughters were the issue of this marriage, LawTenoe 
Vaughan Palk, Robert John Palk, Wilmot Henry Palk, 
John Palk, Edward Palk, Arthur George Palk, Ehzabeth 
Mallet Palk, and Mary Palk, Sir L. Palk died in 1814, 
and his son, Lawrence Vaughan Palk, M.P. for Ashburton, 
succeeded him; he married, on the 9th of December, 
1816, Anna Eleanor Hartopp, widow of Edward Hartopp, 
of Little Dalby, in the county of Leicester, and eldest 
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daughter of Sir Bouchier Wrey. The children of the mar- 
riage were Lawrence Palk, Henry Palk, Arthur John Palk, 
and Augustus Palk. Sir L. V. Palk died in 1860, and was 
succeeded hy his eldest son, the present baronet, Sir Law- 
rence Palk, who was bom in London in 1818. He was 
educated at Eton, and entered the 1st Dragoons in 1885, 
and became lieutenant in 1886. He retired from the ser- 
vice in 1840. Sir Lawrence is a Deputy-Lieutenant and 
magistrate of the county of Devon, Colonel-Commandant 
of the First Devon Volunteer Artillery, and of the Dorset 
Rifle Volunteers. He represented South Devon from 1854 
to 1868, and on the formation of the Eastern Division was 
returned as one of the members, and has retained the seat 
up to the present time. He was married, in 1845, to Maria 
Harriet, daughter of Sir Thomas Hesketh, of Bufford, 
Lancashire, and has issue living, Lawrence Hesketh Palk, 
(bom 1846, and married 1868 to the Hon. Constance 
Mary, eldest daughter of the seventh Viscount Barrington), 
Robert Henry Palk, bom in 1848, Annette Maria, bom 
/September 19th, 1851, (married Alexander Baird, Esq., of 
'^ Urie, N.B.), Evelyn Elizabeth, and Edward Arthur. 
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CHAPTER THE ELEVENTH. 



Torquay and the Naval Fletts. —Tlu Coltagei by the SIrtam. — Tortus 
a Huniired Ytars Ago.— The Old Mill.— A Flood in Vplon Vallty.— 
Stt'au Street and Fleet Street. — An Opportunity for mating a grand 
Improvement Lost, — The Old Lants.—The Quay. — Torre Abbey 
Sands. — Torii'ood Grange. — Tin Home of the Ridgeieayi. — A Runa- 
way Match. — Bampjyide Moore Carew's Audacious Charge of 
Smuggling against Mr. Cary. — Houses of Rntertetinrntnt in Torquay, 
1770. 



^HE mimerous wars in whicb England was eng&gi 
; with Friince, Spain, Portugal, and America, doj 

the last eeiitury, kept the southern coast in I 

, perpetual state of activity. During these stirrim 

les Torhay was the chief rendezvous of ! 

British fleet, the principal officers of which spei 
much of their time on shore. Torre .\bbey was the favourite" 
residence of Earl St. Vincent, and Mr. Cary has in his 
possesflion some valuable documents comprising the plans 
of the Earl for the order of battle, in the event of the 
arrival of the French fleet. It naturally followed that 
those whom a senne of duty compelled to spend so large a 
portion of their time hi this pai-t of the country should be 
visited by their friends. In this way a new populiition 
sprang up at Brixham. Paignton, and Torquay, but more 
especially at the latter, where many enterprising persons 
had erected dwellings for the accommodation of the new 
comers. The little groups of cottages at the mouths of 
the two streams which ran down to the beach from TorwooJ 
on one side and Fleet Mills on the other, gave place, in the 
early part of the present century, to a row of small two- 
storey houses, of very simple style and arrangement, oon- 
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Histing of ft parlour each side of the entrauce door, wit'.i 
bedroomn over, while in the front were small gardens, pro- 
tected from the road by wooden palisadeK. This was th< 
Strand, and it became the favourite residence of the distiii- 
guisfaed persons who were drawn here by the fame of thf 
cbarming scentay. as well as by the reputation of the mild 
climatic. A few of these old bouses, with their parlour 
windows and garden plots, existed as late as 1855. Ah thf 
town grew, the houses were converted into shops, and the 
gaxdcns have been added to the footpath. 

Of Torquay, as it appeared to a visitor a hundi-ed year-t 
ago. a verj- good account haa been given by the late Rex. 
J. Beaumont Swete, in his MS. notes. In 1780 Tor was 
a birly populous village, and in Torquay groups of 
cottages were clustered in the Meadow (Fleet Street) and 
Torwood Valley, as well as in the district now known af 
Fimlico, while cottages and fish cellars occupied tht- 
northern part of the present Victoria Parade, for a eon- 
tdderable trade was maintained with Newfoundland. A 
rtre&m of water, having its rise at Bai'tou, flowed down 
the Coombe valley through the vale of Upton to Fleet 
Mill, which stood at the back of the Union Hotel, from 
whence it ran on to the sea. This stream was for many 
je»K the boundary line between the manors of Torre 
Abbey and Toiwood. The water wheel and the half-ruinous 
old mill clothed with luxuriant ivy which crept over its walls 
presented an extremely picturesque appearance. Mr. Swete 
says: "The trees also, in their different distances and situa- 
tions, contribute to heighten the effect of opposition, whilt^t 
the nearer quarry, with its ruddy tints, crested with a fine 
belt of wood, and the empurpled hues of a little mountain 
beyond (Stantaway Hill), finish a picture of unparalleled 
beauty. The stone work of the lower part of the building, 
ttpotted with moss and ivy, have a delightful relief given 
them by the lighter look and colouring of the woodwork 
aboot it. The thatched roof is pleasingly contrasted with 
tiM Blate, and the firm massive walls with the parts that 



114 



THK HISTORY OP TOHQnAT. 



are dilapidated and supported by a prop ; the foam of 
■water also falling from the wheel, when the sanbeams 
intercepted hj the shower ; and the lower walls of the 
passing through the shade, possess a dazzling whiteneag, 
and hatli an uncommonly fine effuct." Up to forty years 
ago the mill was in regular work.* It then gave place to 
property which has since been converted into the Union 
Hotel, The mill pond was aa nearly as possible on the 
spot where St. Michael's Church now stands. When taken 
down, the two mill-stonea were put to serviceable use, c 
as a step to the front door of the hotel, and the other 
the corner stone of the pavement leading into the yard.. 
"When the path was relaid, in 1873, the stones were removed, 
and are now preasrved by the host of the inn. 

The valley of Union Street occasionally suffered from 
floods, just as iu recent years. It is said that a garden* 
embarked in business as a nurseryman in a pli 
meadow about the middle of the valley, and was doi 
well in providing for the wants of the place, when, on 
memorable occasion, the stream, fed by heavy 
swelled into a torrent, and carried away the whole of tl 
enterprise ; broken sheds, trees, and stock, were awi 
bodily into the sea, and the unfortunate agriculti 
abandoned the site in despair. 

In 1780, there was only one decent house west of tha' 
mill leat, near where the water ran into the sea, and that 
the " Bird in Hand " public house, afterwards the Londoa', 
Tim , now the site of the three lower houses of Fleet Street. 
" The village or town, the property of Sir E. Palk, when' 
the quay is situated, lies to the east of the rivulet separating 
the possessions of that gentleman from those of Mr. Gary." 
The aspect of the place was far more romantic tbau can 
be now imagined. The deep and narrow gorge between 
the Braddons and the Waldon Hill was a sylvan scene ; on 
one side were the craggy cliffs, while on the other " the 
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unviolated woods were in the wild and beautiful state 
in which they had been fanhioned by nature." When the 
honses were built in Swan Street, George Street, and the 
Mfadow, the characteristic beauty of the glen waa utterly 
ileslroyed. The injudioiousness of this procedure was 
apparent to the mind of Mr. Swete, for in hia notes he very 
wisely ohaervea : — " It were much to have been wished that 
the two proprietors of the place had, at the ilrbut of the 
improvements, gone hand in hand together. One great 
and imiform plan might have been formed which would 
have redounded to their mutual advantage, and tlie village 
of Torquay put upon a par with any of the boasted water- 
ing places in the country Instead of the 

meadow being frittered away by an insignificant row of 
bouses, that skirt its sides and block it up towards the sea, 
it might have been converted into a handsome street which 
would have opened to the water, and formed an approach 
to it of unrivalled beauty." The landowners, however, 
were not always on the most amicable of terms either with 
themselves or their tenants ; they were apparently indiflferent 
to what was picturesque m the scenery of the valley ; they 
planted the houses as thickly as possible, and the eonse- 
ifuence has been that in recent years the Local Board of 
Health have had to rectify their errors by purchasing the 
houses and widening the thoroughfare at a cost of i!30,000. 
The road from Torquay to Torre Abbey was through a 
lane, known as Kane's Lane, passing up the valley. It 
was about eight feet wide. This lane passed along what 
i.^ DOW Swan Street, — Waldon Hill being on one side and 
a thorn he<lge on the other ; beyond the hedge was the 
stream of water; Union Street was a furze brake, and 
where the Town Hall stands was an orchard ; — the upper end 
of the lane was nearly opposite to the existing Town Hall, 
midway between Fleet Street and the opening of the Rock 
Koad ; thence it continued on by the rope-walk (Orchard 
Terrace), and along by the boundary wall of Torre Church- 
yiad. There was no passing along the shore from the quay 
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to the Abbey, for at high tide the water laved the base 
of Waldon Hill, But for foot passengers there was a church 
path (Rock Walk), which was gained by a steep and rugged 
ascent " from the western part of the Cove carried on the i 
elevated ridge of an immense cliff of mai'ble, protected oulyfl 
from the precipice by a stunted form of brushwood ; 
the other side " it gradually sloped towards the north,.] 
displaying its indigenous woods of oak in tlie highest pic-| 
turesque beauty, and the summit of the hill is covered'! 
with a fir plantation." 

Abbey Place, Gary Parade, and Marina Villa (whew 
now stands the Tbrbay Hotel) were built by a person! 
named Searle, who, it is said, "removed part of the cliff 
itself to give space for bis houses, foi-ming them on a 
terrace, which is protected from the sea by a low parapet 
wall." It may sound odd to modem ears that a parapetj 
wall only protected Gary Parade from the sea. At thai 
time the sea flowed some distance up the valley ; at tin 
mouth of the fiti'eam there was a sort of delta, on whid 
were two cottages known as the Island houses, and the sifc 
of Yaughan Parade was but a sunken bank, visible only a 
low tide. 

Old Wood Field, mcluding the entire hill from Pai 
Crescent to Lisburne Crescent, derived its name from t 
fine oak timber which formerly grew in the valley, and wattfl 
cut down during the French war for shipbuilding atj 
Plymouth. When Mr, Vivian took a lease of the grooi 
for his residence in 1842, the only remains were four oal 
and a fine old tree in the Public Gardens. 

On the eastern side of the mill leat were situated the" 
village and quay. The latter was a very indifferent struc- 
ture ; the stone-work was bound and kept together by 
wooden logs, which were clamiMid with iron, and in different 
parts served as a kind of rough ladder by which the fisher- 
men were able to ascend from their boats. 

"Immediately behind the houses on the quay, the 
ground ascends iu a rapid manner ; in many parts the 
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rock appeared, with a smooth perpeodicular face ; a path- 
way leads over the cliffs (Beacon Terrace) to Daddy Hole." 

"and a path (Silver Hitl) beliind the quay, winds 

up 0. dull among the rocks." 

Beyond the cliffs of Waldon Hill a splendid range of 
sand extended to Corbon Head, and at low tide people were 
able to walk out a considerable distance. At the time that 
Mr, Swete wrote. Waldon Hill had a hare and ragged top, 
for " it had jast been planted with trees by Mr. Gary; the 
sides were not convc;rted into gardens, but various sorts of 
trees and underwood were scattered here and there, charm- 
in^y diversifying the same; through this little wilderness 
a pathway rnns." This is now Rock Walk. 

Next to Torre Abbey, the manor house of the Ridge- 
ways, Torwood Grange, was the most important building in 
the parish. It was situated on Torwood Mount, and in the 
present building-yard of Mr. Harvey may still be seen 
portions of the walls. There is no good view of it e<itant, 
other than a lithograph which was published by Rowe, of 
Exeter, fifty years ago, and the copies are now very scarce. 
(^noting the same authority : " Torwood Grange is situated 
on an eminence high above the little valley on either i<ide ; 
the old tree that grows behind and sideways by the building 
gives it a fine relief, and the undei-wood that overspreads 
the slopes in its front contributes to effect an appearance 
lit warmth and colour. The house is not quite half-a-mile 
from the quay. Passing an elm tree of vast bulk, I 
Mseended several steps, and through an arched gateway 
entered a spacious court of quadrangular form, surrounded 
by high walls. The bouse had a venerable aspect; its win- 
dows are framed with stone mullions, and over the gateway 
was a sculpture, possibly the arms of the family of Ridge- 
way, its ancient possessors. The rooms within had nothing 
remarkable but their size. The hall in particular possesses 
from this circumstance no small degree of consequence ; 
and the chamber above, now converted into a general dor- 
mitory for the servants of the farmer who rents the estate, 
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seems to be of equal dimensions. There are, hoverer, no 
other remains of magnificence of the family that inhabited 
it ; no heraldry, or sculpture, or painted glass ; the stairs 
only savour of that ancient workmanship of thi> day when 
the arts were rude, and timber was in abundance : for. in- 
stead of being constructed as they now uniformly are, of 
one horizontal piece and another upright, the stairs indi- 
vidually consist of one solid block of oak." At the demoli- 
tion of the house, about thirty years ago, the stairs were 
bought by the late Mr. Burt, a cabinet maker, by whom the 
wood was wrought into a variety of upholstery goods. The 
Purbeck muUions of the windows, &,c., were given to Mr. 
E. Vinan by the late Sir L. V. Palk, and used in the erection 
of Woodfield. A more recent writer states that Torwoi 
house was the most perfect example of Tudor architecture 
the neighbourhood. The initials of Thomas Ridgeway, wil 
the date 1579, were to be seen on the cistern at the head otl 
the lead shutes in front of the building. In the princip^^ 
sitting room and bedrooms were some &ne ancient wain< 
Bcotiug ; and over the fireplace in the former was a paintiog;! 
representing a castle, which was said to be the residence ol 
the Donegals in Ireland. A singuUir feature about 
house was that on the uppermost storey there was u rooi 
with a lime-ash floor. The remains of the granary wei 
situated at the back of the mansion. A quantity of leadi 
pipes, half-itn-inch in diameter, were dug up about fori 
years ago in the field above Torwood. The pipes evidently 
led from the old well at the head of the field, and was the 
means of supplying the hou^e with water. The well had 
beautifully pointed arch, which is now at Woodfield. One; 
of the gateways of Torwood was standing within the 
membrance of persons living, and formed the north* 
entrance to the grounds of the house occupied by the latv' 
Mr, Joseph Garrow, one of the local magistrates. A fine 
specimen of Tudor arch is now the entrance to Torwood!.] 
Mount from the Babbacombe Road. 

The writer already quoted (Mr. Swete) adds ; 
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of Tor, inclading this estate and several others, by 
sale, passed from the hands of Lord Donegal near thirty 
years ago (1768) into those of Sir Robert Palk. At that 
period he bad just returned from the East Indies, where, 
aa Governor of Madras, he had actjiiired a princely fortune. 
He parposed settling down iiere, but a few of Mr. Gary's 
fields, which, by a Ridgeway, had been separated fi'om the 
Torwood estate* interfering with the demesne, being almost 
contiguous to the house, and unattainable, prevented his 
settling, and induced him to purchase Haldon House. 
What Torwood might have been, had Sir Robert Palk fixed 
on it for his residence, those may form some judgment who 
are acquainted with the state of Haldon previous to the 
improvements." 

A few interesting glimpses of Torquay during the last 
century are afforded by the family pflpers at Torre Abbey. 
John Gary, writing to his father, Mr. Edward Gary, in 
London, under date April 3rd, 1715, says: "I was yester- 
day at Sir Thomas Carew's, when Lady Carew asked Vfry 
kindly for you and my brother, and her ladyship drank 
your health in a glass of wine, as did all the rest of the 
company. And I bear that there was a highwayman who 
robbed on Halldown, and has robbed a man of Newton of 
ten pounds, but we do not hear that he hath robbed any 
one else. This day there came into Torbay five or sis 
Swedish men-of-war, among which one has a white flag." 

Shortly after this, the brother referred to above, named 
George, aged eighteen, was called upon to attest certain 
matters of a delicate nature, in sundry depositions in 
Chancery relating to the stolen match between Samuel, sou 
of Samuel Isacke, the chamberlain of Exeter, and Ann, 
eldest daughter of Mr. Edward Gary. Samuel is repre- 
sented to have been " an attorney of no estate, except one 
Uttle house, worth about 40s. a-year, in the said city." As 
Mr. Edward Carj- was a widower, his daughter Ann, when 
she grew up, naturally became the female head of the 
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eBtiibliflliment, and directed its afifairB. Among tlie guests 
was Master Samuel, for whom Mr. Cary had no particular 
liking, as he had some suspicion that the young gentleman, 
who wan fonder of field sports than hie profesRion, re- 
plenished his purse by successful play at the gaming table. 
Inacke. however, succeeded in gaining the affections of 
Mistress Ann, who was about twenty-three years of age, 
notwithstanding the discouragements of her father ; and 
an their engagement became the subject of village gossip, 
they accomplished a secret marriage — the bride going bad 
end refiuming her place at the head of the household, just 
as if nothing unusual had occurred. Mr. Cary had occa- 
sion, shortly after, to pay a visit to his friend Lord Cliffoid 
at Ugbrooke. Early one winter morning, before the break 
of day, a maid-servant, on going to her work, found that a 
back door leading to a cellar was open. Enqumes were 
mode, and it was discovered that MistresB Ann's cbambtr 
was vacant. There was an extinguished candle in the 
recess of the window, and by it a letter addresfted to her , 
father. John .Teffery, a young farmer of Torre, was imme- 
diately sent off witli the letter to Ughrooke, and Mr, Cary 
was thus apprised of what had happened ; — " Sir, — The 
cause of my disobedience ie love, and therefore I hope you 
will pardon me, for I was some time since married to Mr. 
Isacke, and cannot in conscience tarry any longer from 
him. — I am, your dutiful daughter, Ank Isacke."' 

The good people of Torre were much disturbed, about 
173S, by the mischievous dniugs of Bampfylde Moore 
Carew. Born of a good family, he ran away from school 
at the age of fifteen, cast in hia lot with the gipsies, and in 
the course of his vagrant life went through numberless 
adventures. On one occasion, dressed as a sailor, he went 
to the officers of customs at Exeter, and declared that he 
had just deserted a vessel which had run a cargo of contra- j 
hand goods, and, as he had been ill-treated by the master, 
was determined to be revenged. lie was much commise- J 
■ Mr. K. Djnioiid'* Paper on tlie Pedigree of the Cary pBinilr. 
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n^ed by tlie otBnfirB, to whom he artfully conveyed the 
information that the illicit merchandiRe was secreted in 
the cellars of Torre Abbey and Cockin^nn. Taking home, 
nod accompamed by Carew, they rode on to Newton, and 
as eretiing bad advanced they remained there the night, 
enjoying the best the town could provide, anticipating with 
4)eUgbt the prixe that would fall into their hands t)ie next 
day, Torre was reached in due course, and tlie magistrates 
and cuDBtabks were called upon to give thiii- aid. But 
thtirv wae a decided reluctance on their part to act. for 
Mr. Cary wae regarded with affection by the parishioners at 
liirge. However, nothing could over-ride the warrant pro- 
ilneed by the Crown OffioerH to institute a search nn sworn 
ioJormation, and the constahles were unwillingly obliged to 
obey. The horses were secured to the garden rails, and the 
men proceeded on what proved to be a fruitless search. But 
while BO employed, Cai-ew leaped upon the best of the 
borsun. galloped back to Newton, there regaled himself to 
luB heart's content, rode on to Exeter, sold the horse, and 
disappCrared with the proceeds, leaving the discomfitted 
oSccre to return with the best grace they could prfseut, 

The ultl town of Fleete appears to have been fairly 
provided with houees of entertainment "for man and beast," 
m the words of the license run, for in 1770 there were five 
ttoatelrifls, namely, the Limdan Inn, near the site of the 
Ilayal Hotel; the .Skntlop, now the Yiuhi Htitd, on Victoria 
Famde; the Crown ami Aiirhw, now the Crinni, in Swan 
Street ; the Old Inn, which was situated where the new pre- 
ises of Mr, 81ade and Mr. Murray now stand, on Victoria 
I pKndv; and the 7^Vrf-j»-//iiHff,afterwards called thvLondon 
I /JtN, occupying tbc ground of the lant three houses on thci 
I western Bid« of Fleet Street. The motto of the latter was.— 
" A bird in hninl is butter 6r, 
Thau two binla in the bimlieu are." 

[ Tlie landlady, Mtb. Betty Cole, as some of the old gossips 
■!««)»»'. acted on the moral of the distich above her door in 
I li literal M-nse, for she never gave credit. 
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^O come down to the present centurj: the elevation 
: of Napoleon Bonaparte to the Cousolnte in 1800 

inspired universal alann. Utterly paralysed as 

f^t-, the navy of France wan hy its Banguinary contests 

M&A ^^''^* '^^ navy of this country, Napoleon desired 

to make peacts with England. The eloquence of J 
Bnrke, however, inspired his countrymen with a stemf 
determination to war against the Itevolutiou, and, a 
consequence, Napoleon prepared for the invasion of Eng-j 
land. The utmost activity and watchfulness soon prevailed! 
along the coasts and at the dockyards. As an illustration'J 
of the celerity with which, even at that time, ships couldl 
be despatched to sea, it may he mentioned that in the'l 
spring of 1802 there was a fleet of thirty sail, including ' 
fifteen three-deckers, under Admiral Coruwalhs, Ijing i 
Torhay. On the 3rd of March an express arrived at Tor- 
quay, on which the Admu'al ordered the Edtjiir, Ej^cellent, 
Magnificent, Bellerojih'm , Robust, and Autlacioiig, all 74-gun 
ships, to be victualled and stored for five months, and to 
proceed immediately to sea. The dispatch used on the 
occasion was so great, that in less than twenty-four hours 
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the ships in qucHtiou sailed from Torbay, In 1803 the 
premeditatwl attack was to take place. Orders were re- 
ceived by the local magiatrates to make every preparation ; 
and the Penoibles, as the Volunteers were then called, were 
held in readiness, as it was believed that Torbay was the 
place selected by Napoleon for his descent. While this was 
going on, plans were devised for removing the inhabitants 
of Torquay, and their goods, to Dartmoor. The proposed 
deportation is thus described : "Tormoham, 9th November, 
1803. — At a very respectable and numerous meeting of the 
inhabitants, held at the Cnm-n and Anchor on Tuesday, 
the 8th inst,, it was unanimously resolved — Ist. That the 
infirm, and children under the age of eight years, who are 
incapable of walking ten miles in one day. shall, in the 
oase of an alarm of the enemy, be assembled in three 
divisions; Ist, Torquay; ind, Tor; and 3rd. Upton, at 
the following places of rendezvous — (1) Baldson (at the 
head of Abbey Road), (2) Small Hill, and (8| top of 
Stantaway Hill," Each owner was enjoined to send a 
horse or cart there, and the meeting cimcluded with this 
reoommendatioD, " It was also recommended by the said 
meeting that those persons who are not employed in any 
particular service should, immediately on an alarm, meet 
the Bev. W, Kitson at the church, to consult in what 
manner tbey can render the greatest assistance to their 
neighbours and country." This was signed by William 
Kitson, anperintendent. 

Napoleon had collected three thousand vessels of various 
sizes in the harbour of Boulogne. The descent was to 
take place as soon as the French fleet could be enabled to 
command tlie English Channel for a few days. In order to 
bring this about, the French fleet were ordered to sail to 
the West Indies, and to draw Nelson and his ships after 
them. In a few days they were to make sail back to 
Europe, before Nelson could retm-n. The secret was well 
kept, and only one officer. Lord CoUingwood, divined it. 
But the French project was frustrated. Sir Robert Calder, 
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witli an Englisb squadron, met the Fri;ucL near the eatranee 
to the Channel, and at once engaged tbtm ; they were by 
this menus driven bo far down the wind that there was no 
thance of regaining their position until Nelson's return, 
and thuH England was saved from the greatest danger to 
which she had heen exposed since the Spanish Armada. 

Thf Channel Sqnadi'ou, under Earl St. Vincent, con- 
tinued during the nest yeai' to rendezvous in Torhay, but 
one of the ships met with a disastrous fate. On the 24th 
of November, 1804, the wind having changed to the east, 
it was necessary for the fleet to "claw" out of the Bay. 
Whilst so engaged, the Venerable, 74 guns, missed stays 
when going about, and was driven on shore on the rocks at 
Ronndham Head, between the steep side of the headland 
and the hospital at Goodi'ington. She soon went to pieoes. 
Unfortunately, eight lives were lost. Her stores, spars, 
sails, ammunition, guns, and cables, were saved, and 
stacked on the sands beyond the reach of the tide. Armed 
sailors and marines were told off as sentries, to guard the 
stores, and to prevent strangers approaching within a 
certain distance. A man named Browse, of Paignton, 
unconsciously passed the boundary Unc, and was shot down 
by the nearest sentry. Browse was obhged to have his 
arm amputated. At very low tides, copper bolts of the 
]'enerabl€ have been picked up within the last few years. 

The invasion scare having passed off, the inhabitanta 
devoted themselves to the peaceful pursiiits of trade. Ship- 
building was vigorously prosecuted up the creek as far as 
Cary Place ; the fishermen drew up their boats ou the 
Strand ; and houses for the accommodation of the growing 
population sprang up in various directions. It is in the 
recollection of Mr. WiUiam Whiteway, an old resident, that 
a vessel of 120 tons was launched fi'om the spot where the 
large elm tree now stands ; this elm was planted by John 
Annis, sixty-five years ago (1812).* As it grew. Mr. White- 
way's father obtained the permission of the Lord of the 
■ John .\DDit died in 1856, aged 9G j-ears. 
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Manor to enclose it vitli rails, wbicti were maintained in 
repair by the subscriptions of those who lived in thf 
immediate neighbourhood. Only a few years ago, in making 
a sewer near by, the workmen dug up some shipwrights' 
toolH. In October, 1869, a large limb on the eastern sidt- 
of the tree broke off, and the other side was trimmed hi order 
that it might preserve its equilibrium. 

An account book which once belonged to the village 
schoolmaster of Torfjuay, one Benjamin Edwards, affords 
some interesting information. Edwards, after having served 
in the Royal Navy as a teacher, settled first at Tor and 
then at Torquay, during the latter part of the last century. 
and established a school in a large room above the Crown 
Inn, Swan Street, where the youths of Torquay weri- 
educated. The book commeuces in 1802, and the entries 
end in 1815. It is evidently the last of a series, for there 
occar such occasional notes as " see other books." To thf 
duties of schoolmaster, Edwards, in the latter years of his 
life, added that of postman, for on the inside of the back of 
the book is the following record : — " Aug. 22, 1814 — Agreed 
with Grace Row to carry round the letters at Torcjuay for 
five pounds a-j'ear." The names of the boys entered are 
those of well-known families now residing in Torquay. 
There are only a few sm'vivors of the school, and among 
these are Mr. William 'Wliiteway and Mr. T. R. Crockwell. 
The particulars given in the foot note will no doubt be 
pecuharly acceptable to many persons in Torquaj'.* 

• Under the dnle of 1803 occur the following names, ti.(fetlier witli the 
Mmu oil inhxuh th« bnvs were entered and the fee« cliai^d ^^I'eter Crock- 
well, WiUuuB Field, 'rboro»8 Gidlej. W. HbU. Saniuel »nd John Cooking... 
Jobn Kckfurd, John Hannaford, Ka1)eTt Coou, Tliunius Luacuiube, Sun 
Prome, W, Proww. Jo«ph ind Charles Raliy. George Palli. W. und Thus. 
Koatliir, "the latter to come in room at William, to Hll up the TBcancy of 
h'n hrother, when William i> wanted." Mary and Sarah Row, W. Oaaklng, 
Eichard Willi, and Tho«. Couch. The school fee* of the latter, it appear*, 
were taken out in half ponnda of tobacco, and, to jndge from the low price 
charged, the weed was evidently omtrahand. In 1803 appear the naniea of 
aarah Abbott, Ann Uowdea, Kohert Bull, John Crochwell, Thot. Field (to 
lemm navigation), there ia a note added that Thomas die<l in Xewfounclland ; 
Ann Field, George Hurve)', 3, WadUnd, John Pope, Richnrd Sliort, Stm an<l 
Hanrj Crockwell, Jeffery T, Winsb.)rrow. In 1804. Honour Elliott, Richard 
Elliott. Elilabelh EtViott, John Hon-ell, Rebecca Cowell Sam. Wnymoutb, 
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A great incentive to the materia,] progress of the town 
■was given bj the construction of what ie now the inn«r ' 
liarboiir, by Sir Lawrence Palk, in 1806, under an vVet of I 
Parliament, 43 George UI. (1803). It was built of lime- 
stone from the neighbouring ([uarries, with the exception i 
of the parapet wall and the top coiu-fie of the quay, which . 
are constructed of Purbeck Btone. 

As an iUustration of the times, it may he mentioned 
that the first public oven for baking bread was built some 
little time before the harbour was begun, for a Mrs, | 
Hutchings, who lived in a thatched cottage near the Queen's I 
Hotel. She was deBirous of supplying her neighbours ^ 
with bread ; but while thus animated by a laudable public 
ppirit she was excessively cautious. She thought she 
would commence her venture with half a sack of floor. 
The miller, however, of the Castle Mills, Berry Pomeroj, 
demmTcd to supply her with less than a sack. "But, sup- 
pose," said Dame Hutchings, "I can't sell it ?" "Well," 
replied the accommodating miller, "I'll take back what's 
left ! " Upon these terras the public bakery was atarted, 
and it is to be hoped that the old lady found it a profitable 
undertaking. The quay was then much nearer to the 
houses, causing the road to be verj" narrow, and in con- 
sequence of this Dame Hutchings's bakery barely escaped 
destruction ; for one night, dui'ing a heavy gale from the 

Anu Blade. In XBOB, John snd Sttmuel SMe. IsBap Sparta ProTrw, Tbo«. 
Lear, George Alleti. In 1813, Edward* had forty dsy Kholan. and in 
addition kept r night ichool, which wm attended hy twenty pupils. In the 
neit year appesr the nitniM of Dailiper, Henley, Stsbb, Swallow, Acatt, 
Jimathtn Hearder, W. ICl lion, Sam. Sbapley, Sniq. N«ck, John O idler, John 
Nhnjile;, Jai. Shapley, Thos. Madge Sain. Bridgn»an, "TenipenncB Street>" 
Langdun, Mark Whit«way and William miitewaj, the latter to leMU nari- 
giition, T. K. Crockwell, W. aod H. Hearder. Mr. Whiteway hn infbrmed 
Che writer that at the time ht Mtended ncbool Edwarda wa> over nitj' 
.veara of age. Mr. Whitenay statea chat Edwarda'a religioiu views were very 
hroad and tolerant for that time. Edwards waa a Proteatant, bnC lie maiTtad 
a aervant at Torre Abbey who w» a RomaniiC lecturing the boya on 
religion he would aay. " Ic li a pity there are ao many different religians. but 
it all comea to the aame in the end. ir you mb each cake of paint on jota 
ulntra yoa hare ao many different coloun, but mil altogether they come 
to one, and ao it ii with religion ; all we have to do ii to fear God, 'honour 
the king, and do our dnty to our neighbour." 
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1-west, & vessel broke from ber n 



r moorings and drove her 
bowsprit through the shop, completely demoliehing it. 

In those early days the building ground on the Strand 
and in the neighbourhood was offered on very low terms. 
The land was leased at a certain ground rent on lives, with 
right of perpetual renewal, and a fixed fine for renewing a 
life. The fine was about £'20, This sum was deemed to 
be excesHive. and, as an alternative, the builders suggested 
that the fine should amount only to the value of two years' 
rental. These terms were agreed upon, and many of the 
bouses in the older part of the town were erected on these 
conditions. This arrangement, however, has proved much 
more to the advantage of the lessor than the lessee. For 
example: in the event of a life falling in, a fixed fine of £20 
or whatever the sum agreed upon might be, was all the 
lessee woold have bad to pay; whereas in the case of two 
years' rental being the amount, supposing a bouse is asHessed 
at £500 per annum (and there are at least two bouses so 
ratedl, the fine for renewing a life would be £1,000. This 
method of disposing of the land did not last long, and the 
practice has been to lease the sites for ninety-nine years 
at a fixed rental, or, as it is termed, "ground-rent."* The 
whole of the land from the Quay to Daddy Hole was 
offered to a builder for £40 a-year ; and all Waldou Hill 
might have been bad for a yearly rental of £15. 

Torquay was honoiu-ed in 1806 with a visit by the 
Princess of Wales, who partook of refreshments in a kind 
of hut which was known as the OM Fitrze House, on the 
Warren, at a time when there was not a house on Waldon 

■ The date* of •ome of the leasea sa here gWen afTord tome indication aa 
to the period when the old cottugM of Fleets gate jiUee to the more regaUrly 
bnilt litrand and qiuiira — W. Sarelt, Strand, 1774; Niclioliu Mud^e, Qiu;, 
1803; Chriitopher Gidlcy, Torwood Street, 180B; W. Hurvey (flfterwardt 
<lid1e>'i). Tornond Street and Strand, 1805; S. Row, Btmnd, 1806; Hiia 
iiadfnj. Stnnd, 1808; U. Hearder (aflerwardg Manning'i), the Qnay, 1810; 
W. Havil. Strand. 1810; Jacob Hnrve;, Higher Terrace. 1811; Daahper, 
t^tnnlI. 1811 ; Dr. Be«ke, Dean of Briitol. two boiuea. Park Place, 18U; 
Rdward Gary, Strand, 18U; H. Bartletl, Torwood Street, 1810] Mary 
l:.«aiUT. Lower Terrace, 1S15; Jacob Harvey, tiouse on the Quay, 1816,- 
W. Pollard, Baths, 1831 ; W. Wyatt, Torwood Street, 1818 ; Jolin Morgan, 
pottage and garden at Tor, 1783. 
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Hill.* As a, record of the visit, aud in al 
Hubsequeiit political affairs with which she was associated, a 
tablet wan erected iu the Furze House with the following 
inscription : — 

Pause '■ atrauger, in this favoured cell. 

And liat the Ule a stoae can tell 

Of her, who flew with nuptial care 

To grace the hand of firitaiu'a heir ; 

Who, beauteous alieu, found relief — 

MitlHt publick wrougs and private grief, 

—Not iu a nation's fostering care, — 

But in u culm asylum here. 
In most parishes the Teetry records and chiurchwardens' 
books afford a large amount of information, but in Torquay 
such books relating to the sixteenth and seventeenth oen- 
tuiies have either been lost or abstracted, as will appear 
in a subsequent page. . 

In the churchwardens' book in the possession of iSxJ 
W. B. Fortescue there are many curious entries, but they 
go no further back than 1806. The book commences Avith 
what seems to be a list of the ratepayers. Under date 1806, 
among the items of expenditure, is a charge of 3s. on account 
of the " Dean Ruler and Perator" (Dean Rural and Appa- 
ritor ; "Killing two foxes, 10b.;" "Two loads of strai 
for the Poor House, 4s. ; " " Defialiancy of the ral 
last year, lOs. Gil.;" "Defishancy for the ministi 
i;14 Gs. 6(i. ; " winding up with " This night' 
15n." In 1808, a charge of ±"5 7s. llji?. was incurred for] 
" The 5th of November; " " Wm, Soper for pricking of thej 
parish books. 11*. ; " " John Jeffery, killing two foses, 10«.;" 
" Ditto a badger, Is, ; " " This night's expenses, lOs. 6d, ; '*' 
"Fifth of November, 18s," The eutriea of "Dean rulor 
and periter" are repeated from year to yeai- with a few 
variations. In 1811 it is entered as " Dain ruler and 
Prater ; " " Clark's wages, ±"2 lOs. ; " " Saxon's ditto, I'ls." 
On the fly leaf of the book is a very curious agreement, 
dated 17th Sept., 1811, by which James Davey and Samacl 

* Blewitt'i " PHnoramu of Torquay, 1B32. Stamd ed. 
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Tomer contract to repair the roof of the Church ; the 
wording runs thus, " A Greement be Tween the PorisonerB 
of Tormoham and Samuel Turner and James Davey To 
Heal" Four Square of New work the Furst Ear, and to 
heal Three Square per year for Six ears after, and to keep 
all the Ruft of the Church in good Repai-e for Six Pounds 
and Ten shilings per year. 

" JiMES Davet, 

his 

" Sasiuel X Turner." 
mi>rl[. 
In 1813 appears, " Sexon — a new coat, 15a." In 1815, 
"Two jurneyfl to Totness Curt, £1;" "Expence for the 
iron chest, 128, ; " "A Bill from May for the Baseviol, 
19a, iii. ;" "A new Baseviol, i:0." Under the date of IBli! 
there is paid 28, Gd. to the " Peretter " (apparitor), and 2a. 
for badgers. In 1817 is a charge of 2s. Qd. given to "' sailors 
in dietresB." And in the loUowing year there are several 
entries and charges for "bass strings," In 1821 — "Postage 
of letters altering the Litany Proclamation, 9«. ; " "To one 
Bottle of Ink for the parson, Gd. ; " " To killing a fox, 5s. ; '' 
1821 — " Paid for four Butts to knell on at the vault, &s. ; " 
" Paid the Ringers extra, 5«. ; " " Clearing snow, 28. Gd. ; " 
1822 — "Bishop's visitation and expenses, £1 lOa. ; " "Paid 
the competitor. 2a.," — apparitor was evidently a word that 
^vas not quite clear to the eliurchwardens' mind. 1823 — 
■* To a. book to be kept in the Church, by order of the Dean 
Ruler." 1824 — " Jacob Harvey, for drawing plans of the 
Church, by order of the Dean Ruler, £3 3a." In the same 
book there is an agreement for the erection of the gallery 
of the Church: "Torquay, Oct. 29th, 1829—1, WQliam 
AVish, agree to build the new gallery in the pariah chureli 
of Tormoham, according to the plans and specifications, for 
the sum of £117. — Wm, Wish. We, the churchwardens 
»ad overseers agree to the above contract. Matthew Mudge, 
Thomas Luscombe, Churchwardens." In 1832, the cholera 
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year, there are the suggestive entries of " extra sexon " 
" assistant dark." " At a Vestry Meeting held at the Pi 
House Dec. 11th, 1834, the pariahionera consented to 
application of £25 towards the erection of an organ in the 
parish chuich." 1836 — " Paid for Mr. Phillpotts'a license, 
S«. 4'/." 1838—" Paid Mr. Hall for putting the Church lu 
mourning on the death of William IV., £'2 -is. ; " " Paid fol 
Proclamation of the Queen, 2»;" "Money agrei 
allowed for a hot-air stove fixed in the Church, i'8." 18J 
— " Silver cup as agreed for last year, £6 6s," The entry 
of " Killing fox, 5*.," is rather frequent, and as the money 
in most instances is paid to one person, namely, John 
Jeffery, there is a shrewd suspicion that he was not above 
importing a fox or two into the parish for the sake of the 
guerdon. From 1843, when Mr, William Kitson and Mr. 
J. C. Rahy were elected churchwardens, the accounts and 
entries are systematically arranged. 

The parish chest is singularly deficient in old records. 
The earhest Vestry Book extant commences in 1824. The 
Overseers appeared to view the rate books and some othtr 
documents as their own property ; indeed some years ago, 
when the effects of a paiish official were sold by auction, 
bundles of old parochial records were disposed of as waste 
paper. The oldest hook in the possession of the Overseers 
is the Register of children, bound and assigned by the 
parish according to the Act of Parliament passed in the 
42nd year of the reign of George III., e, slvi. (1802), 
entitled "An Act to requu-e Overseere and Guardians of the 
Poor to keep a register of the several children who shall be 
bound or assigned by them as apprentices." The entries 
commence June Ist, 1802, and the last is August 22ud, 
1886. During that period 110 hoys and gh-ls, ranging from 
eight to seventeen yeai's of age, were apprenticed out. The 
boys were hound until they Were twenty-one years old; 
in the case of the girls there was a broader latitndi' 
allowed, for they were bound "till twenty-one or day of 
nmiriage." In some cases the amount of money given by 
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parish is duly specifird, in all others the "fee column " 
is blank. The Bnm granted was generally 20», ; in some 
instances it was i'3 ; in a very few, as much as £G ; and in 
one solitary case, ,£12. The latter sum was gianted to 
Thomas Satchwell, tailor, who took a hoy named John 
Andrews, age not specihed, in 1819. 

Besides this book there are above one hundred inilen- 
tnres tied together in a bundle ; the earliest is dated 1717. 
and refers to the binding of Mary Sea to " Josias Baker, 
one of the occupiers of the Barton of Torwood." 

According to the Vestry Book the affairs of the parish 
were managed by a body known as the Select Vestrjs in 
pursuance of the Act of 59 George III., which provided 
that such vestry may consist of not more than twenty and 
not less than five substantial householders and occupiero 
nominated and elected by the ratepayers, "such person^ 
being thereto appointed by writing, and under the hand and 
Beal of one of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace." In 
Torquay the ratepayers availed themselves of the fullest 
latitude permitted by the Act, and elected twenty persons. 
The contents of the book refer mainly to the relief of the 
panpers and the conduct of the Workhouse, formerly 
the Church-house, the site of which was granted to the 
parish by one of the Abbots of Torre Abbey. On the 3rd of 
Jane, 1824, the Vestry agreed to adopt the regulations in 
operation at West Teignmouth for the management of the 
Workhouse ; and in the same month it was agreed that "a 
lock-up house for securing vagrants be built in the Work- 
house yard at Tor." Peter and Mary Crockwell were 
appointBd Governor and Governess in 1825, and in the 
year following the Governor was directed to collect the 
poor-rate " without being allowed any additional salary for 
the same." This, however, was revoked in 1832, when 
John and Mary Tully were appointed Governor and 
Governess " at a salary of ,£8 per year ! " After the new 
Governor was well settled in bis office, the Vestry induced 
him to contract for hoarding the inmates at 3s. 6d. per 
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bead per week. It does not appear that the coutract 
a remonerative one, for it only lasted three months. 

The visitation of tho cholera in 1832 called forth 
ceptionol t-xertions on the piirt of the governing body. On 
the representations of Sir L. V. Palk and Mr. Gary, both 
members of the Vestry, a " Board of Health" waa formed, 
consisting of twenty-six gentlemen of Torquay. These 
were Sir L. V. Palk, Bart., H. G. Gary, Rev. J. Clark, 
Rev. K. Gee, Rev. B. Hayne, Rev. C. Hayne, Rev. C. Lane, 
Dr. Scully, Dr. Denmark, Dr. Barry, Dr. Wilmot, W. 
Pollard, J. Cartwright, W. li, Jolley, and — Blackaller 
(the last four were surgeon-s), Admiral Sir C. Dashwood, 
Etev. P. Leigh, J, Garrow, N. Mudge, Capt. Vivian, Geoi 
Liddell, Col. Otley, B. Hall, W. Prowse, A. Field, and Wj 
LuBComhe. They diligently set to work in carrying out 
various sanitary matters, and applied to the Govemnaent 
for an Order in Council to sanction their proceedings, but 
the records are sileat as to the answer they received. At 
their first meeting they obtained a grant of ±'60 from the 
Select Vestry. In January, 1833, £250 was voted to the 
Board of Health "on account of the disease of cholera jn 
tile parish." As all danger was now over, the Board of 
Health were directed to dissolve "as soon as their debts 
lire liquidated." At a meeting held in February the same 
year, it was resolved " that a double rate be collected 
immediately for the purpose of defraying the expenses 
attending the late visitation of cholera morbus, and for 
other expenses relating to the poor." It appears to have 
been the practice of the Sideet Vestry to assess what each 
person should contribute to the rate in a lump sum at 
so much per rate, not as now at a fixed amount in the 
pound. For instance, John Shapley for his house and 
stabling had to pay in. Id^l. ; Jacob H^vey 6s. 7^. for 
each of his houses on Vaugban Parade, 8s. 9(7. for the 
Beacon Terrace houses, and 11«. for Higher Terrace ; John 
Sharland's house, shop, and yard, 5». ; Tamlin's house at 
Balsdon Hill, U. Tji/. ; Mayue's House in the Orchard, 
7d.; Lord Sinclair's land (PilmuiiO, 3a. M. 
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There is an entry dated Aug. Ist, 1833, showiug tliat a 
genera] meeting of the ratepayers had heen convened, 
but it was adjourned, the reason assigned being " the 
parishioners not being able to attend this day, in conse- 
quence of the Duchess of Kent landing at Tortjuay." The 
church ward ens' meeting convened the same day, was alsr 
ndjoumed for the like reason. A very matter-of-fact reso- 
lution paaaeil on the 30th April, 1835, conveys the informa- 
tion tbat a little waif was diaregardeil by its parent, and 
left to the cai'e of strangers; "Resolved, that Thomas 
Finsent's account be paid, for keeping a child found at hia 
door, and that the clothes belonging to the child he sent to 
the Work-house," 

The iniquity of the old law of settlement, and the way 
in -which the poor were removed from one parish to another, 
is illustrated by frequent passages in the minute* of the 
Select Vestrj'. Here is an example ; At a meeting held on 
the '24tb of November, 1825, it was "resolved, that alt 
{lunilies who have been or shall be removed by order of the 
magistrates to any other parish, shall not be permitted to 
return to reside again in this parish ; and tliat all who now 
reside in this paiish who have already been removed by 
order to another parish, shall as soon as possible be com- 
pelled to remove from this parish, and that an order of the 
magintrates be procured to compel this resolution, if they 
refuse to go by giving them notice." 

The vestry meetings were held at variom places, at the 
'Work-house, the vestry, the school-room, the London Inn, 
or some other public house. The churchwardens for the 
year 1842 were made to feel the responsibilities of their 
office rather sharply ; a person named Snell bad been 
appointed to collect the church-rate, but bad failed to pay 
over the sum of M60 Os, l^d.; the parishioners in vestry 
ftseembled required the churchwardens to make good the 
deficiency. The meeting at which this resolution was 
passed was held on the 7th June, 1842, Mr. Jos. C. Raby 
in the chair. The vestry meeting held on the 22nd of May, 
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1846, was not in very good humour, to judge by the resol 
tiouH adopted, tbeir equanimity probably having been dis- 
turbed by the announcement at the commencement of the 
business that there was a balance against the churchwardens 
of £29 Is. Retrenchment seems to have been at oni 
resolved upon, for it is recorded "that in consideration 
an organ having been erected in the parish church, for thej 
tuning of which the parish have paid, for the future im 
expense he incurred for the singers." When the Vicarl 
(Mr, John James) proceeded to nominate his chiu'cbwarden, 
he was met by a unanimous reBoIution, " That this meeting 
is decidedly of opijiion that the right of appointing both 
Churchwardens Ir rested in the ratepaj'ers generally, 
upon the understanding that a committee shall be foi 
with appointed to concert with the incumbent the bi 
means of ascertaining the legal righta of himself and 
parishioners, Mr. James for the present withdrew 
appointment, and concurred in the joint appointment of 
Mr. W. Kitson and Mr. Raby by the parishioners and him- 
self." Counsel's opinion was subsequently obtained, and 
proved to be in favour of the Vicar. 

Some curious old items may be gleaned from the Court 
Look of the Manor of Torwood. For instance, at the 
Coiu-t of Torwood, held on the 8th of Oct., 1830, before 
Mr. Abraham, the steward, the first notice on the record 
is the following, " We present Joseph Mai-chetti for making 
a dung heap in the public street at the back of his premii 
and order the same to be removed." At the April Coort^j 
1831, Jacob Harvey is presented* for six houses on 
Western Quay" (Vaughan Parade), "and 
Beacon Terrace." On the same day James Pope is pre- 
sented for "a house in Cathole, near Torre " (The Elms). 
Mr. Greenwood is also presented "for the new chapel" 



" presentcil " meanB cillinc atteation to, or iiaplies tliM the 
person bsa been enteretl on thi Court lioll u a t«liaDt in nipcct or iniDe 
■pecific property. In this way time entries convej very precise inrormatlon 
•jieEting the growth of the town. 
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lity Church). Three persons are mentioned as " build- 
ing in the Commercial Road " (Lower Union Street). In 
October, 1832, the Dean of Bristol, Dr. Beke, is presented 
"Tor his house, late Peek's, in Park Place;" and the 
entries for that date conclude with the jury's announce- 
ment, " We present Christopher Gidley to be continued 
as AJetaster," In 1833 Carter Godfrey and Richard 
Lamble were appointed ' ' bread weighers and viewers 
of weights and measures." On the same occasion the 
jury record, " We present Mr. J. C. Raby and Mr, 
William Kitson to be scavengers for the year ensuing 
for the town of Torquay, from the bottom of Torwood Lane 
to Ellacombe Lane, and John Mudge to be scavenger for 
the year ensuing for the road from Torquay to Torwood." 
This is a somewhat bald way of stating the fact that to 
these gentlemen was assigned the duty of Heeing that the 
contracts for scavenging entered into were duly perfonned. 
In 1884 seven more houses were built in the Lower Com- 
mercial Road (Lower Union Street), most of them with 
garden plots and rails in front ; among others, John Bond 
built in the rope-fieldj and Joseph Reed was presented "for 
the Csstle Inn, in Binney's Orchard." In 1887 (April), 
the jury presented John Mudge " for a pound-house and 
cottage at Upton." In the October Court of the same year 
Lieut. Charles Williams was presented " for a bouse at 
Meadfoot." These juries performed important functions 
fts arbitrators, thus avoiding protracted proceedings at law; 
for instance, in 1838 the jury were called upon to determine 
a dispute between two neighbours. The record says: " We 
present Mr. Bealey's tenant, W. Pyle, for keeping a smith's 
shop and tinman's shop at his house in Upper Higher Union 
Street, to the great prejudice of Mr. Nickell's tenant in the 
house adjoining, and that the same shall be viewed by the 
jury." At tbis Court, Mr. W. Kitson's name appears for the 
first time as steward. In 1839 Messrs. Gidley, Taylor, and 
Whiteway, trustees, were accepted as tenants " for the chapel 
Binney's Brake " (Temperance Street). Mr. Robert 
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Stark, in October, tlie same year, was admitted a tcuaut 
'■for a bouse on tbe Strand, late Mr. Gary's." Mesiirf. 
Lugg, Siuale, and Eossiter, were presented in 1840 for four 
bouses "near tbe Mill Pond" (Lower Union Street). In i 
tbe following year tberc was a presentment on " the eTilsd 
arising from persons setting fire to tbeir chimneys, 
allowing them to take fire, instead of having them properlj- 1 
swept, and recommend that tbe attention of the Improve- T 
ment Commissioners be called to tbe subject." 

Mr. Robert Dymond, F.S.A., has communicated to tbd^fl 
author the following historical memoranda foimded on ii»M 
Court Eolls and other documents at Torre Abbey :— 

" The Rolls of the Court Baron of the Manor of Torre, 
otherwise Torre Abbey, are mainly confined to the entries 
of tbe admission of new tenants, tbe presentment of en- 
croachments and the appointment of ale-tasters, but here J 
and there occurs a sentence illustrative of tbe youthful 1 
days of Torquay. In the eai-ly part of the present century 1 
the Courts were held alternately at tbe Bird-iu-Haud (lat« I 
tbe London Inn, taken down about a dozen years ago to I 
widen Fleet Street), and at the Swan Inn, in Cane's Lane, i 
now Swan Street. The sign of The Swan (which has otM 
late years been changed for that of Tbe Crown) was adopte<ll 
in allusion to the crest of the Cary family, as George Street! 
was derived from tbe Christian name bonie by the heads off 
that family for a whole century down to 1828. The older ' 
name of Cane's Lane is still to be fomid in some of the 
early leases of building sites in ' Tbe Meadow.' It evi- 
dently origmated in tbe fact that a family named Cane 
occupied a cottage and herb gai'den there about two 
centuries ago, aa appears by some old rentals of the Cary 
property. The name of the family disappeared from the 
books in the middle of the last century, but it still cluug to 
the lane in which they lived, and in 1816 the jury presented 
Cane's Lane as a nuisance, ' in consequence of the samv 
having dimg and other db:t deposited therein.' The Lane 
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fiUnued to be a Botu'ce of trouble to the jurors, and in 
1818 the practice of leaving timber carts and depositing 
all sorts of rubbish in this sole means of access to the 
harbour became so unbearable that they presented ' Mr. 
John Abbott as a fit person to keep Cane's Lane clear of 
rubbish until he shall be discharged by order of this Court, 
aud he agrees to accept the office." In those ante-Local 
Board days the new bouses grew up m advance of general 
sanitary arrangements, and the inhabitants of ' The 
Meadow and Cane's Lane and Braddons How,' finding 
themselves debarred by the vigilance of llr. Abbott from 
getting rid of their dust and ashes as heretofore in the 
public way, bethought themselves of the mill leat which 
ran through the meadow down to the sea beach, at what is 
now Gary Green. They fondly hoped that this convenient 
watercourse would carry away theii' dust and ashes, but 
the Manor jury, in 1819, made a presentment that these 
deposits were 'a gi'eat injui-y to the property in this Manor, 
by the overflowing of the leat.' Finding their annual 
remouHtrauces of no avail, the jury, in 1824, recommended 
the adoption of legal measures. But as no one appears to 
have been patriotic enough to prefer an indictment at the 
Quarter Sessions, the practice of thi-owing filth and ashes 
into the mill leat was continued to some extent, aud again 
formed the subject of complaint at a Court held ten years 
hkter. It may be worth while to note, as an indication of 
the growing importance of the place, that in 181!) the old 
sign of The Bird-iu-Hand gave place to what was probably 
considered the more dignified title of The London Inn, 
By 1830 the new turnpike-road to Newton had superseded 
the older route by Abbey Koad, and accordingly, about 
this time, we find many presentments of tenants of the 
new houses in Pool Meadow, which is now occupied by that 
part of Lower Union Street extending from the Town Hall 
to Temperance Street. In 1832 the Court directed that 
new weights and measures should be obtained, and that a 
new pound should be erected, but it does not appear whether 
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the latter institution 'n'aB provided iu accordaDce with thia ] 
order. By this time the number of tenants owing snit-i 
and service in respect of new bouses had so increased, 
that the old ' Swan ' no longer sufficed for the accommo- 
datiou of the Courts, and they were regularly held at A 
the London Inn till 1856, since which time the annual ] 
dinner has, with one exception, been provided in the j 
large room at the rear of the Union Hotel. In 1837 [ 
the houses on the ' New Quay ' first became known by I 
their present name of Gary Parade, but their erection 1 
dates from 1806. In 1840, Mr. Edward Brown was ad- 1 
mitted tenant of the newly-erected chapel, now the School | 
of Art, and Mr. William Pengelly for the school, now tboJ 
printing estahlishment of the Torquay Diredory Company, f 
The last record of the beach now buried under Gary Green ' 
appears in 1842, when Mr. John Stooke, timber merchant, 
of KingBkerswell, paid balf-a-crown as an acknowledgment 
for leave to land timber there. In 1848, Mr. Eichard 
Henky Taylor, the Inspector of Weights and Measures, 
produced several light weights seized by him within the 
jurisdiction of this Court, and it was decided that the light 
weights be thrown into the eea.' This summary process J 
was repeated in the following year. When Andiew Bric«, f 
the eccentric printer of Exeter, published his GruBjl 
Gazetteer in 1774, he mentions under the head of Torbaf I 
that 'at Tor-Key is a village and an inn or two.' Thai 
growth of the town from that date may he traced withJ 
accuracy by a reference to the building leases granted o 
the two manors. Those of the Gary estate shew that the! 
first houses on ' The Meadow ' (George Street) 
erected in 1788. At this time the only bouse near the I 
present Town Hall was Fleet Mill, which was followed i 
1789 by Prowse's Brewery, During the succeeding yeare 
a few more houses were added in ' The Meadow,' and b^y 
the close of the century these became known by the nant -ta 
of George Street. When the present century opene<7, 
Waldon Hill was a game preserve, and remained a Becluded 
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wood for forty years later. No doctor thouglit it worth 
while to live amongst the 838 inhabitants of Torquay and 
Torre. The nearest medical man was Mr. Wm. Browne, 
who resided in the then superior village of St. Mary-Church, 
and he bad to be summoned by the narrow lanes which 
passed through Upton, and Westhill, In 1807, a Wesleyan 
Chapel Avaa opened in Warren Place, which was destroyed 
to make room for the more imposing buildings right and 
left of the Torquay Brewing Company's premises. In 1809 
the present houses in Swan Street superseded Cane's 
Cottages in the lane of that name, 1818 wituessed the 
erection of Braddons Honse on the ground which is to form 
the site of an aquarium. In 1822 there was a great acces- 
sion of public edifices at Torquay; a new market house 
(now a china warehouse) was erected at the cost of Sir L. 
V. Palk, from the designs of Mr. Foulston, of Plymouth, 
the architect of the Royal Hotel and other public buildings 
of that town. In the montb of May, 1815, the foundation 
stone of a new Chapel-of-Ease (St. John's) was laid by a 
ihtughter of the Rev. Mr. Mallock, Mr. Letbbridge being 
the architect. Mr. Street's handsome new church has 
swallowed up its quasi-classical predecessor. To the Chapel- 
of-Ease succeeded in July, 1822, the ball room at the Royal 
Hotel, desciibed in a contemporary Exeter paper as 'the 
largest and most splendid building of the sort of any 
watering place in the West of England.' Private houses 
■were now multiplying apace. Those in Braddons Row 
(Fleet Street) were in course of erection in this and the 
two EBcceeding years and the late Mr. Jacob Harvey was 
bnsy in the erection of others on Park Hill, Montpellier 
Terrace, near St, John's Church, was built in 1823, and in 
1824 the older villas on Braddons Hill, including Braddons 
Cliff, Braganza Cottage (Sir Charles Dashwood's), and 
Braddons Villa were in course of erection. In 1826, a 
Nfttional School on Bell's system was established near 
Fleet Mill, at the back ol the Union Hotel. A great impetus 
■was given to building operations by the Act 6 George IV., 
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for making several roeAs between Newton Abbot and 
Urixlmm, including that now called Fleet Street, Higher 
find Lower Union Streets, and the Newton Boad by Torre 
Railway Station to Kingftkerswell, the road from the Strand 
at Torquay to Babbacombe and Marj-Cbureh r-i'tf Wellawood 
and Bishopstowe, and also the present Teignmouth Road 
from Torre to Shaldon, by way of the Coombe Valley and 
Watcombe. In 18'28 Hillsborough House was erected by 
Mr. Itossiter, on Braddons Hill, and also the houses then 
opposite the tumpilte in Fleet Sti'eet, including those in the 
rear of the prestut ' Devon Arms,' where the Braddons 
Lime Kilns had previously stood. In the same year the 
Royal Hotd was enlarged and pai-tly rebuilt by Sir L. V. 
Palk, and tlie Queen's Hotel opposite was efitablished by 
Mr. Joseph Marchetti. The Union Hotel and the houses on 
the east side of the Lower Union Street, as far as the 
Market Street, were erected in 1831--2. In 1833 the Inde- 
pendents built the Chapel in Lower Union Lane, which 
is now converted into St. George's Hall. The Abbey 
Itoad Chapel of the same community was erected in 1850. 
Orchard Terrace, occupying the place of an orchard on the 
side of IVftldon Hill, and the houses in Waldon Terrace, 
and those on the west side of Lower Union Street. fi"oin the 
Town Hall to Temperance Street, were in progress between 
1829 and 1840, These were followed by the detacUed 
houses in a field called Balsdon, opposite the Roman 
Catholic Chm-ch in Abbey Road. Mount Lebanon, the first 
of the villan overlooking the Rock Walk, was erected by tlu 
late Mr. George Tborae, of St. Maiy Church, in 1843. The! 
formation of a winding road up the steep side of Braddons 
Hill furnished sites for the erection of Madrepore Plac«, 
and Clifton and Modena Terraces." 
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NafoUon a Prisoner in Torbay. — Speeding the Neirs. — The Arrival of 
Yachli and Boali from Adjacent Ports.~The BclUrophon's Boats 
Rowing Gnard. — Presents for the Captive. — Tke Beautifut Italian. — 
The Bo\tquet.-~The Language of Flowers. — Recognition by the Em- 
peror, — Peace Rejoicings in Torquay.— The Dinner on Daddy Hole. 



NE of the most Btirring events of the present 
century was the arrival in Torbay of the Emperor 
Napoleon, a prisoner on board a British man-of- 
war, and bin departure from thence into exile on 
the island of St. Helena, 'When the allied forces 
entered Paris, and the French army declared in 
favour of Louis XVIII., Napoleon made his way to Roche- 
fort, which he reached on the 3rd of July, 1815, and fi-oni 
whence he intended to take a temporary leave of France. 
Two frigates, Lu Su/ile and La Mcdiigc, were prepared for 
his reception, hut every avenue of escape wii3 closed against 
him ; eleven British ships of war blockaded the coast in 
soch a manner that no vessel could put to sea without being 
searched. Several attempts were made by Napoleon to leave 
France, hut all failed. At length he sent on board the 
Bellerophon to solicit penniasion to pass, as he said he was 
only waiting for his passports from England ; but he was 
told that the moment the frigates attempted to come out 
they would he attacked. Bonaparte then proposed to escape 
in a Danish ship, but that was found to be impracticable, 
and the attempts to leave in two chiste-mareet were equally 
fruitless. 

At length, on the 14th of July, Generals Becker and 
Savory, Count Las Casas, and General Lallemand, were 
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sent on board the Bdlcwphon to inform Captaiu Haitian^ 
of his desire of throwing himself on the protection of Eng- 
land. But Maitlaud, with cautious prudence, made these 
gentlemen clearly understand that he could engage for no- 
thing more than simply to convey Bonaparte to England, 
there to be received as it might seem best by His Majesty's 
Government. With this intimation, the ex-emperor was 
received on board the lieUtrophon on the following morning, 
the 15th of July. The persons who accompanied Bona- 
parte on hoard consisted of Bertrand, Grand Marshal 
of the Palace, his wife, and three children, Savary, Duke 
of Rovigo, General Lallemand, Baron Gourgand, aide-de- 
camp to Bonaparte, Count Montholon Semonville, his wife 
and child. Las Gasas, Counsellor of State, and his son, 
several other officers, a surgeon, and a suite of about 
forty persons. On mounting the deck of the Bellerophon, 
Bonaparte said to the captain, "Sir, I come to claim the 
protection of your Prince and of your laws." 

At two in the afternoon, the Bdlerophon (accompanied 
by the M>/nnUloit corvette, which had part of his suite on 
board), weighed and made sail for England. Calms and 
contrary winds made the voyage long and tedious. They 
reached Torbay only on the "ilth, and cast anchor in the 
outer bay, near the Orestoue. From Teignmouth Den the 
masts were just visible over Hope's Nose, Captain Mait- 
land immediately made a signal for general orders, the 
telegraphic answer to which was "to prohibit all cotnmuui- 
cation with the shore, and to stand out three leagues to 
sea, and await the orders of the Admiralty," 

The ship was soon surrounded with a flotilla of boats 
and yachts. From Dartmouth, Brixham, Paignton, Teign- 
mouth, DawHsh, Exeter, and Sidmouth, the vessels came 
up; and as the news flew along the coast, more distant 
ports sent out crowds of sail, which dotted the whole of the 
horizon, all hastening to one spot, until Torbay presenteil 
just such an animated appearance as is often witnessed on 
a regatta day. At first, so large was the aggregation of 
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^Miing craft that much confusion prevailed ; each boat 
tried to get near the BeUeropUon, that its occupants might 
catch a glimpse of the Emperor. So serious did this be- 
come, that Captain Maitland ordered the ship's boats to be 
lowered, and crews being placed in them, they rowed guard 
round the ship, and kept the eager -visitora at a distance, 
but i^uite near enough for them to have a view of the 
quarter deck and the Emperor, who appeared amused and 
pleased at the interest his presence excited. He was de- 
lighted with the scenery, and made repeated enquiries of 
those who attended him respecting the different places 
along the coast of which lie had such an admirable view, 
"What a beautiful country!" exclaimed he; "It very much 
resembles the Porto Ferrajo, in Elba." As he paced the 
quarter-deck he frequently came to the ship's side and 
acknowledged the salutations of the visitors. It was cal- 
culated that not less than a thousand boats put off daily. 
Access to the ship was impossible without a special order to 
that effect, and the boats which were employed to take off 
provisions from Torquay were jealously guarded through 
the cordon, and taken to the landing stage. From Torre 
Abbey and other family seats in the neighbourhood pre- 
sents of fruit and flowers were sent to the Emperor, who 
felt deeply sensible of the kindness thus delicately sbe^Ti 
to him. 

During the time necessarily occupied by ollicial discus- 
Btons as to the disposal of Bouaparte, the Emperor continued 
to reside oa board the Bellcrophmi. The number and eager- 
ness of the spectators remained imabated during the whole 
of this period ; and as every one saw with his own eyes, 
and formed his own conclusions, the accounts thus furnished 
are interesting, though sometimes various. 

One writer says : " Persons from London and other 
ports ai"e flocking down to Torbay, though thoy know that 
Bonaparte is not expected to land, and that they cannot go 
on board the Belleruphon ; but they can row in boats round 
the vessel, and occasionally catch a glimpse of him. He 
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IB the greater part of the day in the stem-gallery, either' 
walking backwarda and forwards, with his hands behind 
him, or surveying the shipping and shore through a glass. 
In general he keeps alone, Bertrand and Latlemand re- 
maining at some distance behind. Captain Maitland is 
more frequently with him than any of his suite, and hi 
pays him great attention. He is in good health. Ho passes 
but a short time at his meals, and drinks but little wine. 
Coffee is frequently served up to him on the deck. When 
he first came near the land about Torbay he is reported to 
have exclaimed, ' Enfin viola ce beau p'lys ." 'At length, 
here is this fine country I ' adding, that he had never seen 
it except from Calais and Boulogne. ... All seemed to 
treat Bonaparte as an emperor, who appeared as one in 
thought, walkijig a very steady pace, quite upright, now 
and then stooping a little to look through the port-holes at 
the vessels alongside. His person altogether gives one tba 
idea of a strong man. At six o'clock the bell rang, dinner-i 
was announced, and he went below, followed by his atten- 
dants. Our jolly tars, with their usual good humour, put 
out a board, chalked, 'He's gone to dine.' He remained, 
however, not much above half-an-hour, when another board 
announced his reappearance on the deck, whei'e he resumed 
his walk in the same spot, occasionally with a child, and 
conversing with Bertrand or the ladies : he continaed^ 
walking till dusk, when the view of this extraordinary man: 
was closed to our countrymen, as the ship sailed at fii 
the next morning for Plj'mouth." 

The conduct to be observed with reBpect to a prisonfj 
such as Bonaparte was an important subject of considera- 
tion for the British Cabmet. His rank and character wer« 
equivocal, for he had been left by the Treaty of Paris an 
emperor in title, and the sovereign of Elba in fact; bo that 
he might (as he did) lay a plausible claim to the rights of 
an independent prince, conquered in lawful wai-. It was, 
however, determined in the councils of the Confederate 
Sovereigns that the Island of 8t. Helena should be his place 
of exile, where he was to reside under their joint inspection. 
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The papers of Sunday, July 30th, announced the deter* 
mination of sending Bonaparte to St. Helena ; and as he 
regularly enquired for them, that part did not long escape 
his notice. Indeed, it was now publicly spoken of hy every 
one. In the evening he showed marks of much agitation 
iu his countenance ; but some of his suite were more seri- 
ously affected. About nine o'clock, as Marshal and Madame 
Bertrand were walking on the deck in earnest conversation, 
tniddenly Madame rushed into the Emperor's cabin, flung 
herself at his feet for about half-a-minute, then, flying below 
to her own cabin, threw herself nearly out of the stern- 
window, when ahe was fortunately caught by General 
Montholon. She, however, continued delirious the whole 
night. Notwithstanding that the news greatly affc'cted him, 
he continued to show himself for about twenty minutes 
each evening, to the really astonishing number of people, 
which daily increased. It was with great difficulty the 
men-of-war boats could prevent the crowd approaching too 
near the ship. 

Whilst lying in Torbay, a singular incident occurred, 
which is thus graphically and eloquently narrated by an 
eye-witness : " The boats were rowing slowly round and 
ronnd the Bellerophon, with crews, it may be said, of de- 
vouring eyes. In one, from Torquay, was a lady, wrapped, 
even in that warm weather, in a long mantilla. Her veil 
was closely drawn, and she evidently avoided observation. 
She was alone with a servant, a,nd, notwithstanding the effort 
at concealment, her whole bearing betrayed a foreign origin. 
That rare elegance with which the shawl or mantilla is 
adjusted, and the grace that manipulated the light flut- 
tering of a veil, belong to those who have made secrecy a 
law of social existence, and have converted an arrangement 
of colours into a language that more than speaks. She 
was a regal creature, moulded in that Giorgione form of 
Tolaptuousness, which embodies an epic of real and sur- 
passing loveliness, and which, ' glowing and circumfused in 
epeechless love,' makes the entranced gazer, 'reeling in its 
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fulness/ turn away, 'dazzled and drunk with beauty.' By 
her side lay a choice bouquet. It was not an ordinary 
nosegay ; the flowers had been cut short, tied on a stick or 
handle, and ranged in particular rows, and after a peculiar 
fashion — 

" By all the token flowers that tell 
AVhat worda can never speak so welL" 

The boat approached slowly, nearer and nearer, and then 
became stationary. The servant was despatched in another 
with the bouquet, and reached the accommodation-ladder. 
Up it went with its special direction. The lady watched 
every movement with an eagerness and anxiety that stirred 
tremulously the mantilla and veil. You might almost 
fancy that you could hear the beating of her heart. The 
nosegay was passed onwards on the main deck, and reached 
the stage leading to the quarter deck. Then, in an agony 
of expectation, the lady lifted her veil, disclosing one of 
those glorious countenances that the sunny south produces, 
which *now melt into sorrow, now madden to crime/ 
those who are spell-bound and possessed by the charms 
of this exceeding beauteousness. 

** Napoleon, at first, received and laid aside the bouquet 
without particular notice; but, looking at it again, he 
seized it suddenly, i)aused a moment, and then came 
hastily to the side of the ship. Shading his eyes with his 
hand, with a look of intensity that seemed to penetrate 
and transfix by its keen glance the object of regard, he 
caught at last in its range the bright vision he sought for. 
What a look of mingled emotion ! The grey eye was fixed, 
full and feiTidly, in an earnestness of devotion ; one long, 
lingering gaze, soft and fond, yet tinged with a passing 
shade, as if memory had performed for the moment an 
unwelcome duty. At that instant he was no longer a 
conqueror. Then came back the stem expression ; and 
with the rapid fingers of his deUcately-shaped hands he 
gave, precipitately, the signal message that was so hoped 
and longed for. Once more — a second, and in the next 
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the boat was bounding over the blue water on its way back 
to Torquay. It was tlie last that tlie great Emperor ever 
saw of the beautiful Italian. Jealousy separated them ; 
she was not permitted to accompany him to St. Helena, 
and the mighty conqueror became obedient to the will of a 
worn -out harridan." * 

The last evening that he made any conspicuous ap- 
pearance on the gangway was on Tuesday, lat of August, 
when he came to the ship's side only for a short time. On 
"Wednesday, the find, the Bellerophon and Tonnant pro- 
ceeded to Plymouth, where it was understood the Emperor 
would be transferred to H.M.8. Noi-thiuiiberland. The 
Bdlerophon and Tonuant, however, sailed fi'om Plymouth 
Hound on the 4th, to avoid a writ of habeas rorpiis, and 
thus it happened that the great historical event of 
Napoleon being banished into exile occurred on the waters 
of Torhay instead of at Plymouth Sound. There was also 
another reason, namely, that in consequence of the vast 
concourse of boats in Plymouth Sound, several hves were 
lost. The hnbens corpus writ referred to was a subptena 
from the Court of King's Bench, obtained by Mr. Macltenrol, 
who had a cause pendmg in that Court, in which he 
required tho evidence of Napoleon and Jerome Bonaparte, 
and Admiral Villaumez. No doubt means might have 
been found for rendering such an important document 
ineffective, yet it was thought best to avoid it by a side 
wind. The ships were ordered to Torbay ; and the oflicer 
arrived with his subpteua at the house of Su- John 
Duckworth a few minutes after the Bdlvruphon had sailed. 
H.M.S. Niirthiimberliind sailed from Portsmouth on the 
Bame day (the 4th), and on neariug Torbay, on Sunday, 
the 6th, perceived two Une-of-battle ships approaching her, 
which proved to be the Rdirrophun with Bonajiarte on 
board, and the Tonnunt with Lord Keith. In a few hours 
the squadron anchored 'm Torbay. Immediately after the 
vessels had brought up, Sir Henry Bunbury, accompanied 

* Bait«7'i Mugsiine. 
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by the Hon. Mr. Batburst, cbarged with the oommnnication 
of the result of the Govemment to Bonaparte, were con- 
veyed from Torquay on board the BeUerophon by Lord 
Keith's yacht. Sir Henry read to him the resolution of the 
Cabinet, by which he was informed of his intended trans- 
portation in a different ship to the island of St. Helena, 
with four of his friends, to be chosen by himself, and 
twelve domestics. He received this intimation without anv 
mark of surprise, as he said he had been apprised of the 
determination, but he protested against it in the most 
emphatic manner ; and in a speech of three quarters of an 
hour, delivered with great coolness, self-possession, and 
ability, reasoned against the proceeding. 

On the afternoon of Sunday, the 6th, Lord Keith and 
Sir George Cockbum went on board the BeUerophon, and 
were received by Bonaparte, who was dressed in a green 
coat with red facings, two epaulets, white waistcoat and 
breeches, silk stockings, the star of the Legion of Honour, 
and a chapean bras with the three-coloured cockade. After 
the usual salutations, Lord Keith, addressing himself to 
]3onaparte, acquainted him with his intended transfer from 
the BeUerophon to the Norihnmherlmid, and conveyance in 
tliat ship to St. Helena. He appeared very imeasy at tht* 
communication, and, after a long expostulation, sternly 
H'fused to go; but, on Lord Keith observing that such wa^ 
the order of his Govemment, and that he hoped he should 
not bo under the necessity of resorting to coercive measures. 
l>onaparte replied **0h! no, no! you command, I must 
obey ! You may take me ; but recollect I do not go with 
my own free will.'' It was then arranged that the transfer 
should take place on Monday morning, the 7th, at ten 
o'clock. 

Early that morning Sir George Cockburn went on board 
the BeUerophon, to superintend the inspection of BonaparteV 
baggage, &c. Among other things, were two services of 
plate, several articles in gold, a superb toilet of plate, books, 
beds, &c. The sum of 4,000 gold Napoleons was all the 
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mon«y found, and this was deepatched on board the North- 
umherhttid. Bonaparte had brought with him from France 
about forty aervants. As soon as his luggage had been 
removed from one ship to another, the parting scene com- 
menced, and was very affecting. At half-past eleven, Lord 
Keith, in the barge of the Toitnant, went on board the 
Bi'lleropluiH to receive the fallen emperor and those who 
hatl resolved to share his fate. Bouapiute, before their 
arrival and afterwards, addressed himself to Capt. Maitland 
and the officers of the BfUrrophon. After descending the 
ladder into the barge, he pulled off his hat to them again. 
Lord Keith received in the barge the following personages, 
Bonaparte, General Bertrand and Madame Bertrand, with 
their children. Count and Countess Montholon and child. 
Count Las Casas, General Gourgand, nine men, and three 
women servants. The barge slowly approached the North- 
wmberlnnd. A captain's guard of marines was arranged on 
the poop to wait bis arrival, mth orders to present arms, 
and the drum to beat the roll thrice, the usual salute to a 
general officer in the British service. When the barge of 
the Tonmtnl reached the North iiinhcrlaiuf, the quarter-deck 
was covered with officers, and there were also some in- 
dmdoals of rank who had posted down to Torijuay from 
motives of curiosity, to view the parting scene. The 
marines occupied the front of the poop, and the oiBcers 
kept the quarter-deck. A general silence prevailed when 
the barge reached the side ; and there was a grave but 
anxious aspect in all the spectators, which added to the 
solemnity of the ceremonial. Count Bertrand ascended 
first, and, having bowed, retired a few steps to give place 
to his master, and in whose presence he appeared to feel 
that his most respectful homagi; was still due. Lord Keith 
vas the last to leave the barge. As an illustration of the 
vrapt attention of all on board to the figure of Napoleon, 
it may be observed that high as Lord Keith stood in naval 
character, Admiral also of the Channel fleet, and arrayed 
in the full imiform of his rank, with the decorations of his 
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order, he did not seem to be noticed nor scarcely even' 
seen amoug the gi'oup which was actually aubsidiary to liim. 

With a. slow step Bonaparte mounted the gangway, and 
on feeling himself firm on the quarter-deck he raised his 
hat when the guard presented arms and the drums rolled. 
The officers of the NorthuvilerhDid, who were uncovered, 
stooil considerably in advance. These he approached, and 
saluted with an air of the most affable politeness. He 
then addressed himself to Sii- George Coekbum, and said, 
"Je suis h vos onlresJ" After taking leave of the officers 
who accompanied bim from the Bdlcrojihon.tmA embracing 
the nephew of Josephine, who was not going to St. Helenii, 
he went into the after -cabin, where, besides his principal 
companions, were assembled Lord Keith, Sir George Cock- 
burn, Lord Lowther, Mr. Lj-ttelton, and others. 

After waiting for the IVei/moiilh, store ship, and some 
other vessels destined to compose the little squadron, the 
whole finally sailed from Torbay on the 11th of August. 

The proolamation of peace soon followed the deposition 
of Napoleon, and universal were the rejoicings thereon. 
His exile to a solitary rock in the Atlantic gave assurance 
of rest to Europe. In Torquay the festivities commemo- 
rating peace were on a grand scale, for it was celebrated by 
a public dinner on Daddy Hole Plain, and an al fresco 
dance, in which all classes heartily joined.* It is a re»j 
markable coincidence that to the historic bay, on the shores' 
of which the Emperor designed to land an invading army, 
he should himself have been brought a prisoner;! and still 
more remarkable that in later years his nephew, after 
ruling for eighteen years over the same nation, should have 
spent some of his last days in esile near the same spot. 

■ Mr. Charles Kitson recently inforine<I the writer that hia HStpr, Mra. 
Hole (a lady greatly beloved for her beneficent work among the people <y( 
Bovej Tmcey, where ihe resides), dunced with Bntcher Under, of St. Stnty- 
CliDTcb, who woe dr<»aed lu the Itnke of Wellington. 

t The portrait of Napoleon, iTom a drawing bj his Chambirlain, Lieut.- 
Col. De PUnet, while on hoard Ihe Billtrophon, with m view of Berry Head 
and the Belleruphoa at anchor, waa putilished •oon after Ihia event ; th« 
picturea are now »ery Bcaroe. 
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g^ T mny be gathered from the preceding pages that 
iliinng the first quarter of the present centuiy 
Tor(iuay was in a trauaitioii state — emerging from 
the condition of a quiet village into a thriving, 
fashionable town. lu order that Torquay might 
properly be supplied with proviaious, Sir L. V. Palk 
erected a public market in 1820 where the Rotuuda now 
stands — iu fact the Rotunda itself is what remains of the 
Old JIarket. The building formed a complete circle with 
only one entrance towards the Strand. The centre was an 
open space. The stalls or shops were by no means 
capacious, and beyond them extended a colonnade BUj>ported 
by crude and heavy columns of red saudstone. Several 
chestnut trees grew in the centre, and the old market is 
said to have had very much of a continental aspect about it. 
, Sir L. V. Palk in 18'25 obtained an Act of Parliament 
for establishing certain leases which he had gi'anted of 
various parts of "the Manor of Tormohun, otherwise Tor- 
moham, otherwise Tormoone, otherwise Tormoun," parcels 
of bis settled estates, and for enabling bim to grant leases 
of other parts of the said manor and for other purposes. 
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The preamble recites the indentures of lease and release of 
the 10th and lltli of May, 1792 (being the settlements 
made previously to the marriage of Sir L. V. Palk and Lady 
Dorothy E. Vaughan), and after setting forth at great 
length various family ajrangements, the Act goes ou to say I 
that in consequenee of certain covenants being introduced 
into some of the leases not warranted by the recited powera 
of leasing, and by reason of the insertion of new livea in 
others at times and in a manner not warranted, and tUso 
by a greater quantity of land being included in others than 
might be considered warranted, and by reason in soma 
cases of a reservation -of rent payable upon sucli leases 
not being in strict conformity with the said powers of 
leasing, and on other accounts, doubts bad arisen as to the 
validity of the said leases ; and whereas Sir L. V. Palk is 
desirous that the doubts which have so arisen on the 
title of the several leases or persons claiming under them, 
many of whom have expended considerable sums of money ■ 
hi such buildings and improvements, should be removed, | 
and that all the said leases should be established, togetberl 
with the benefit to the respective lessees of such covenants 
for renewal as ai'e therein respectively contained ; be it 
enacted that the leases, &c., &c., be established . . . with 
power to Sir L. V. Pali, or other person in rfmainder, to 
grant leases of the lands comprised in the agreement 
specified in the schedules to the Act," general leasing 
powers, lie. 

The passing of the Act proved a considerable inoentiTe I 
to building operations, for in 1828 Marchetti'a Family I 
Hotel (the Queen's) was established, and the Royal Hoteil 
was enlarged and partly rebuilt ; Park Place was built axm 
1828; and Mr, Jacob Harvey, with a keen percepUoni 
as to the future of the rising town, built Beacon Terrace, f 
Vaughan Parade, and Palk Street, commencing in 18SI,] 
and aftenvards Higher Terrace. 

Royalty honoured Torquay with its presence on twoj 
occasions in 1828. On the 20th July, William IV., theaJ 
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Puke of Clarencej vieited Dartmouth. On the following 
day, on board the Li(flitning steamer, accompanied by the 
steam veesel Meteor and five revenue eruiserB, he proceeded 
to Torbay, where he was met by a large number of yachts. 
After landing at Brisbam he came over to Torquay, but did 
not land, although preparations were made for his recep- 
tion ; and, after eteamiug round the Bay, he proceeded to 
Plymouth. In tiie following month, August Ist, Queen 
Adelaide, then Duchess of Clarence, arrivt-d here. Great 
demonstrations were made on the occasion, and an address 
was presented to her by the inhabitants. The South Devou 
Xeomanry Cavalry, under Sir Warwick Hele Tonkin, formed 
Jjer escort. 

A Etill greater honour was conferred upon the town on 
the 1st of August, 1833, when the Duchess of Kent, accom- 
panied by her daughter. Princess Victoria (now Her Most 
Gracious Majesty), arrived off the harbour in a yacht. Al- 
though the visit was unexpected, the iuhabitauts received 
the distinguished visitors with due honours. The Duchess, 
with tlie youthful Princess, then fourteen years of age, were 
rowed to the harbour in a galley, and landed at the higher 
Bteps, opposite the Civet Cat. The landing place was covered 
with cloth, and decorated for the occasion. There were 
crowds of people, whom the coastguard of the district, 
hastily summoned together, had some difliculty in keeping 
back. The school children were drawn up in processional 
order, and formed a lane from the steps to the Koyiil Hotel, 
where the Duchess and Princess made a short stay. The 
Soyal party afterwards proceeded to Babbacombe, and 
visited Mrs. Whitehead. Subsequently, the Duchess re- 
ceived a number of the resident gentry at the Boyal Hotel. 
The proceedings were marred, however, by an accident. At 
the moment of landing, a bootraakei", named Dart, endea- 
voored to pass through the cordon, in order to present the 
Princess with a pan: of boots. In the struggle he was 
woimded in the eye by one of the coastguard with his 
bayonet, and lust his sight. The Duchess diiected the man 
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to be sent to a hospital, and not only defrayed the expenses 
of his treatment, but granted him an annuity. In com- 
memoration of the event, the place where the Princess 
landed was named Victoria Parade. 

When the population might be counted by the hun- 
dred, the authority exercised by the Select Vestry, the 
Magistrates, the Lords of the Manors, and the Manor 
juries, was sufficient to control and direct parochial affairs, 
but when the number of the inhabitants rose in 1831 
to three thousand five hundred, it was foimd that the 
powers of those primitive and sometimes antagonistic go- 
verning bodies were utterly inadequate either for sanitary 
purposes or the maintenance of order. Tenants built their 
houses without the sUghtest attempt at preserving a uni- 
form street front ; they seemed actuated only by the desire 
to make tlie most of the piece of ground allotted to them, 
and sanitary precautions were not thought of. The result 
was, that along the leat or stream which ran down the Fleet 
valley, and in the lane leading to the Torwood Grange, 
there were bouses, cottages, and gardens, that projected 
angularly into the thoroughfare ; others receded from the 
road, leaving waste spaces in front, whilst the leat in par- 
ticular was made the common receptacle for refuse. Under 
these circumstances, in the autumn of 1834 meetings were 
held at Batt's Royal Hotel, when it was determined to apply 
to Parliament for **an Act for lighting, watching, and im- 
proving the parish of Tormohun, in the coimty of Devon." 
The preamble is as follows : '* Whereas, the parish of Tor- 
moham, in the county of Devon, has lately become a place 
of great resort, and the population and buildings of the 
same i)arish have lately much increased and are still in- 
creasing, and it would be a great advantage and convenience 
to the inhabitants thereof and the public if proper provi- 
sions were made for lighting, watching, paving, cleaning, 
and otherwise improving the streets and other public places 
within the said parish, and for removing and preventing 
nuisances and annoyances, and preserving the peace and 
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good order therein ; but the same cannot be done without 
the aid and authority of Parliament : May it therefore please 
your Majesty that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by 
the King's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice 
and coniiael of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal ami Com- 
mons in the present Parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, that the persona by this Act to be 
appointed as hereinafter mentioned, shall be the Commts- 
eioners for carrying this Act into execution," The various 
powers sought for are detailed at considerable length. The 
Act enjoined the election of eighteen CommissionerH, one- 
third to retire every year ; and gave power to build a lock-up, 
a store-house, engine-house, and pound; "also to employ 
able-bodied watchmen, night constables, street keepers, and 
other persons, as they shall think fit. for the protection of 
the inhabitants and property within the said parish, by day 
and by night, ajid to provide watch-houses, watch-boxes, 
and places for the reception of such persons." The Com- 
missioners also had power to light the streets " with gas, 
oil, or otherwise." 

The Act, however, was soon found to be defective, inas- 
much as the clauses proscribing the mode of distraining 
and recovering the rates authorised to be levied, iu case 
of refusal or non-payment, by reason of the alterations 
and amendments made during its progress through the 
House of Commons, had been omitted. A short Act was 
therefore introduced the same Session, correcting the error, 
and the amended Act received the Hoyal assent on the 31st 
of August,' 

The first meeting of the Commissioners was held on the 
Srd of August, 1835 (the Royal assent to the amended Act 
being evidently discounted as certain), "Mr. William Kitson 
the younger " being in the chair. Among the officers ap- 
pointed were Greorge E. Hearder, clerk, and Charles Kilby ; 

■ The ooat of obUiniog the Act uiu £501 Ot. 2d. ; the tocnl agents en. 
plojed were Ueun. Abraham and KiUon, the former being iteward to the 
Torwood Manor. 



156 



' TORQUAY. 



the latter united in hia own person the functions of " pria- 
cjpal constable, surveyor, and coUector of rates." Two 
subordinate constables were also appointed, and this con- 
stituted the police force of Torquay. The Commissionera 
held their meetings in the Watch-house, whtre the Town 
Hall at present stands. It had a long narrow porch on the 
Abbey Eoad side, and was protected by iron rails. At the 
Kecoud meeting, the new governing body commenced work 
in earnest. For two or three years the fortnightly meetings 
were well attended ; but at length the zeal of the Commis- 
biouers slackened a Uttle, as an examination of the minute 
book shows that on several occasions three meetings in suc- 
cession were adjourned because the only person in attendancsj 
was the Clerk. Possibly, this may have been caused by tlii 
opposition with which the orders of the Commissioners were 
often met. Injunctions and orders were served on the 
owners of [iroperty in various parts of the town to pave the 
footpaths in front of their premises, but at meeting after 
meeting attempts were made, and sometimes successfully 
so, to revoke them. Some of these contentions lasted 
several mouths, and ended by the Commissioners doing the 
work and recovering the expenses by summary proceedings 
before the magistrates. It sounds oddly now to learn that 
a proposal to pave the footpaths on the Strand, Victoria 
Parade, and Beacon Terrace, was vehemently objected to. 
One of the first acts of the Commissioners was to pro- 
vide forty lamps in the principal thoroughfares, which tl 
Gas Company undertook to supply during eight months 
the year at £3 3«, per lamp. This seems to have been 
very moderate charge, seeing that at the same time private 
consumers were paying lis. (Ul. per thousand feet. Tor did 
not share in this tolerably liberal distribution of x>uhlic 
lights, for early in 1836 it appears that an application waa 
made to the Gas Company "to know whether they are 
willing to lay down pipes up as far as Tor, and to what ex- 
tent ; " the reply was a favourable one, the only oonditi 
being that the Commissioners should give a larger oi 
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Borne montha after there were pnblic lamps put up (chiefly 
bracket) " from the Castle Inn to Tor." It says mncb for 
tlie pnhiic spu-it of Torquay that a company should have 
heen establiahed as early as 1834," Gas was but sparely 
burnt in London in 1814 ; the Plymouth Gas Company 
was established in 18-24, and Exeter in 1817. The works 
were situated at the head of the Public Gardens, and for 
many years no dividends were paid, the manufacture of 
gas not being so profitable then as now. 

At this time the only access to the Torre Abbey Saudp, 
and they were really worthy of the name— firm, hard aand, 
from six to eight feet in depth — was by the Rock Walk, and 
as it was held "of the first importance to Torquay to have 
a communication with Torre Abbey Sands under ^Valdoll 
Hill," this was " represented to Mr. Gary, in the hope 
of his according to the general wish of the inhabitants, and 
that he be requested to state whether and on what terms hi- 
would allow it." Mr. Gary was greatly averse to thc- 
proposal. Soon after this, the boundary of the Green, which 
reached up to the houses in Gary Parade, was set back, and 
in five years after, in 1810, the Turnpike Trustees com- 
menced the Torbay Road. A strong opposition was offered 
by the owner of Torre Abbey, on the gi'ound that the 
road would destroy the privacy of his residence. It was 
originally intended to have made the road further to sea- 
ward, but in consequence of the opposition with which 
the scheme was met, the Trustees carried it inside Mr. 
Gary's boundary wall, leaving a strip of land outside. It 
was oommeneed in September, 1840, was built in sections, 
and was completed in eighteen months, at a coat of 
aliout thirteen thousand pounds. Before this important 
highway was constructed, the only communication between 
Torquay and Paignton was through the Meadow (Fleet 

• The fir«t Ilghtiuit np of Torquay witli gat appeiira to Imve Wn a memn- 
nble event, anil nceonlingly evoked tlie latent Bsnins of the local ]ioet, whi 
coninemorateil it in a poem, mora ilit*re*ting at this date for ita reference 
to people living on the Strnnd than for the imoothneiu of ita rhjrthm or the 
•tjM <^ its diction. As ■ curiority it i» given in tbe Appendii. 
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Street), by the Rope WoJk, in the Orchard (Abbey Brad), 
along the boiintlary wall of Torre Clinreh, past the yillsge 
smithy, which stood at the corner of the gi-oimd taken op 
by the Temporary Church of All Saints at the junction of 
the roade, down Old Mill Lane, and along a narrow lane 
to the end of the present Torbay Road. A hollow elm tree 
at the turn leading to the Torquay railway station indicates 
the situation of the old thoroughfai'e. Indeed, a portion of 
the old lane may still be traced in the adjoining piece of 
ftroimd, as detiued by a couple of hedges, hardly wide tnongh 
to allow a cart to paes. On the opposite side of the little 
bight formed by Corbou's Head, is the corresponding portion 
<jf the lane, which a boat-builder baa recently converted 
into a slipway for boats, the intermediate land having been 
destroyed by the encroachments of the sea. The lane then 
continued across fields outside the present sea wall at 
Livermead, and up the left side of Livennead hill. Portions 
of this old deserted road were added to the adjoining fields 
in 1876. The turnpike roads of this district, which had 
the reputation of being the best in Devonshire, were all 
made since 1820,* To Paignton, Newton, St. Mary-Church, 
or Teignmouth, there was no better approach than the 
old Devonshire lanes, which invariably sought the most 
hilly and circuitous route. The debt incurred by thd, 
Trustees, including the Torbay Road, amounted to i*83,000, 
which was advanced by a few spirited individuals 'wheor. 
success was extremely doubtful, and with the certainty of! 
never receiving more than a low fixed rate of interest, soma 
of the bonds bearing only four per cent. ; hence the neces- 
sity for high tolls and the obnoxious gate in the middle of 
the town, which brought in i;l,355 a-year, out of an income 
of £3,730 (1846). The Torbay Road was considered to be 
a great undertaking at the time, but the growing require- 
ments of Torquay rendered it a necessity, and hence the 
Turnpike Trustees resolved upon making it without delay. 
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The Rev. T. Kitson lately described the opening up of 
the district liy the formation of good roads. About the 
year 1814, a far-Heeing friend predicted to the late Sir 
L. V, Palk that at some time, not far distant, Torquay would 
become a large and fashionable watering place. Trusting 
to his sound advice, the lord of the manor commenced some 
improvements, and contemplated others, but with scarcely 
any appreciable results. The baronet applied to another 
friend, saying, " I am spending all this money because the 
Dean of Bristol tells me the people will come here, but they 
do not come ; what can I do more than I have done ? " 
" Make a road." replied his friend ; " the place is inacces- 
Bible." "How is that to be accomplished?" asked Sir L. V. 
Palk. "Meet me," answered the gentleman, "to-morrow 
morning at Chapel Hill, and bring George Pearse, the wood- 
man, and some stakes with you." The appointment was 
kept, and the Newton Road was staked out. At that time 
th^e were two distinct Trusts — Tori^uay and the Dartmouth 
and Brisbam Trusts, both in a state of ineolvency, and 
quite unequal to any gi-eat undertaking. It was proposed 
by some of the Trustees to unite the two, and to apply to 
Parliament for an Act, which in due time was obtained, and 
a very influential body of Trustees was appointed^men 
who had the welfare and improvement of the neighbourhood 
at heart. The completion of the Newton Boad aoon pro- 
duced a great effect on Torquay ; and afterwards, taking 
advantage of the Teignmouth Bridge, it was resolved to 
construct a road to Rhaldon, that visitors might not be 
atopped on their way to Torquay. Then roads were made 
to Paignton, Brixham, and Dartmouth, and lastly the 
Torbsy Road. 

It is worthy of observation that the Torbay Road is at 
least the thu*d defence which has been raised against the 
tneroachments of the sea. The wall built by Mr. Carj- was 
partially destroyed in 1824 ; and prettously to the erection 
of that, tlie original wall was much fiurther out. The con- 
Btroction of the present very popular promenade brought 
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to light a few facts of much interest to the geologist and 
the antiquary. When the perpendicular wall was reared to 
resist the onslaught of the advancing waves, these, having 
no gradual slope on which to expend their force, drew away 
in their receding surges the broad and beautiful sands. The 
result was that the beach was completely stripped, the 
physical denudation effected by the sea being accelerated 
by the builders, who carried off the sand to make mortar 
with. Thus was brought to light the remains of a forest, 
the existence of which, thoug:h often suspected, was as fre- 
quently disputed. Leland, in the reign of Henry VIII., 
as quoted in a former chapter, speaks of the finding of 
*' musons of hartes, whereby men judge that yn tyme paste 
it hath be' foreste grounde." As late as 1832, Mr. Octavian 
Blewitt, in his Panorama of Torqu/iy, says : "In rough 
weather, roots of trees, buried in the sands, are frequently 
exposed ; this has given rise to the absurd opinion that 
Torbay was once a forest." The subtraction of the sand 
corroborated Leland*s story, and completely refuted Blewitt. 
There was brought to light at low tide acres of black mould 
and blue clay, thickly studded with the lower parts of the 
boles of fir and other trees, which in some eases were four 
and five foet in height, and in diameter varying from six 
inches to two feet, the stools spreading out on all sides until 
the roots interlaced. Bones of various animals havt* also 
been dug up, and as late as the spring of 1877 antlers of 
the red deer have been exhumed, and are now in the 
Museum of the Torriuay Natural History Society. Tht-re 
is now no question that a forest did exist, extending from 
Torre to a considerable distance into Torbay. Trenches 
and cuttings in different parts of the valky establish this 
beyond a doubt. There are many indications that this part 
of the Bay is undergoing a gradual subsidence. Within 
the recollection of persons living, there were cottages and 
p:ardens outside the sea wall which bounds the road at 
Livermead House ; and less than fifty years ago there was 
a grand sandstone arch at Corbon Head, which vied in 
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resque beauty with the more durable limestone arcli 
on the other side of the bight, locally known as " London 
Bridge," 

The state of the leat or stream was always a cause for 
ntoch apprehension, and when the Lord of the Manor of 
Torre Abbey was called upon to fence it bo as to prevent 
people from falling in, a eerious contention arose. The 
Commissioners felt themselves placed in a difficulty; they 
were nnwilling to adopt extreme measures, by availing 
themselves of the provisions of the Improvement Act, yet 
the work must he done, and they did it. In endeavouring 
to recover costs, they very courteously resolved, "That, in- 
stead of being summoned, Mr. Gary be invited to attend 
before the magistrates at their next meeting, to have their 
(Iccifiion as to liis liability to pay the expenses of making the 
fenees below the turnpike gate in front of Messrs. Lnecombe, 
Wakeham, and Tamlin's houses " (now covered by Fleet 
Street). Less fortimate recalcitrants were summoned before 
tbo Bench without scruple. The leat was closed in by the 
pAl^sh, and the narrow strip of ground which it occupied 
woe for more than thirty years after a cause of dispute 
between the two Manor Lords, who each set up a claim 
lo it. Indeed, to this contention may be attributed the 
difficulty of completing the improvement of Fleet Street. 

In 1836 a very disastrous wTeck occurred at the natural 
nreb known as London Bridge, beyond the Imperial Hotel. 
Daring the night of October the 11th, the brig Duhe of 
MarUtori/iojh, belonging to Messrs. Newton and Co., laden 
irith merchandise, suitable for trafficking on the West Coast 
of A&ica. to which she was bound, ran against the rocks 
lUul was completely wrecked. Not a soul escaped. Seven 
bodies were recovered from the sea and were buried in 
Tone Churchyard.* 

* 6«e Appendix. 
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^ HE accessioD of Her Most Gracious Majesty tha 
Queeo to the throne in 1837 was an important 
event in Torquay. There were great rejoicings, 
< and the children and the poor were feasted by 
general subscription. The public dinner took 
place on the Strand, Several hundred persons 
of Tor and Torquay sat down to the repast, and were 
waited upon by a number of gentlemen and tradesmen. 
A proccBsion and band perambulated the town ; there were 
illuminations, fireworks, and bonfires at night, a ball at the 
Boyal Hotel winding up the festivities. 

After the band had discoursed so eloquently on the 
occasion of Her Majesty's accession, it was somewhat un- 
gracious for the CommisaionerB to adopt the following 
resolution on the 1st of December, 1837: "If the Torquay 
Band persist in playing out after eight o'clock at night, the 
Surveyor be instructed to summon the parties before the 
magistrates, in order to the playing being discontinued, as 
complamts have been made to the Commisaionere about it." 
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Up to this period the roada and houses were not defi- 
nitely named, and as some localities were known by two, 
three, and even four different appellations, the whole were 
renamed by the CommiBsioners. 



• 



On the formation of the Newton Abbot Union in 
1836-7, under the provisions of the new Poor Law, the 
parish of Tormoham (Torquay) was included in it ; and aa 
a common Union House was provided for the whole of the 
thirty-nine parishes, the Poor-house at Tor was no longer 
required; but when it was proposed to sell the property, a 
question arose as to the title, the Lord of the Manor 
claiming a portion of the ground at the back. It was not 
the first time that the validity of the title had been dis- 
puted. Many years previously a proposal was made to 
erect a Workhouse in another part of the parish, but failed 
owing to this circumstance. This is shewn by an entry on 
the fly-leaf of the minute book of the Select Vestry, which 
purports to be " a copy from the original," or former, 
"rate book," as follows : " Tormoham, April 8th, 1815. — 
At a public meeting this day, holden pursuant to notice 
given for the purpose, resolved and agreed that the removal 
of the Poor-house and everything relative to the title to 
the same shall be settled and determined by such person 
or referee as shall be chosen for the purpose by George 
Gary, Esq., and the Eev. W. Kitson, and that such referee 
shall have full power to call in any person to his assistance, 
and to obtain all the information he shall require, and in 
such way as he shall think proper." It is signed by the 
Churchwardens, Overseers, and seventeen other persons. 
On the next page, and referring to the same document, 
oecors another entry: "We, the under-named, George 
Gary and William Kitson, do, in pursuance of the power 
within delegated to ua, nominate and appoint the Kev. 
Samuel Lane as a referee for the purpose within-named. — 
April 8th, 1815. — George Cart, William Kitso:j." 

There are no entries to show what was the final issue. 
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but from the tenour of subsequent proceedings, it is pro-' 

bable that no definite conclusion was arrived at, for the old 
Work-house continued to be used as such. 

There was, then, not only this question of title to be 
settled, but the parish had to eonsidtr an imperative order 
from the Newton Board of Guardians to sell the Poor- 
house. The parishioners were evidently unwilling to part 
with it, for, at a meeting on the lOtb of November, 1836, 
the Veatry resolved " That the parish Work-house be not 
disposed of by the Commissioners of the Poor Law Union 
if it can be prevented." This determination was reiterati 
in something like a spirit of defiance at a meeting on the 
l3t of the following month, when it was emphatically 
declared "That the Work-house shall not be sold, and that 
it he reported to the Guardians accordingly." This appears 
to have been a complete answer to the Guardians, from 
whom nothing more was heard. The premises were then. 
let as a dwelling house, and the dispute concerning the titto^ 
filumhered until 1839. In that yeai* the parish agreed "to^ 
abandon their claim to a sufficient portion of the ground' 
behind the Work-house adjoining the churchyard to enable 
it scbnol-houae to he built thereon, pmvided Sir L. V, Pallc 
;,'rauts a lease of the remainder of the premises belonging 
to him in the possession of the parish for 15a. a-year." As 
nothing Clime of this, it was at length determined to sell 
the property, and on the 3rd of September, 1839, it was 
agreed " that, in consequence of a book belonging to the 
parish, containing certain entries relative to the title, being 
missed, the parishioners do hold possession of the said 
house and premises until the said book in question be 
found and examined." In the meantime, however, the 
tenant, a person named Tarring, was ejected by the owner 
of the land; but he was reinstated by the parish, who 
undertook to pay all the expenses he might incur by re- 
taining possession. The Committee who bad been charged 
with the duty of examining the deeds in the parish chest 
reported on the 18th of November, 1839, as follows: " That, 
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in pursuance of tlie resolution of the last meetiiiR tben 
appointed for that and other purposes, they attended on 
Wednesday laat at Tor Church to ascertain whether any 
and what books or documents relating to the parish Poor- 
bonse were deposited in the chest, or chests, in the Vestry 
room. That they found in the Vestry room an iron chest, 
containing only register books belonging to the parish : that 
they also found a wooden box, ineffectually secured, and to 
which other persons, as well as the parish officers, could 
at any time get easy access. That on opening the bos they 
discovered no books or documents whatever, except a lease 
dated about the year 1744, by which the Church-house, now 
the Poor-house, was granted by the parish to one Edward 
Abbot, for a term of eleven years, and a few old appren- 
ticeship indentures, and papers of little or no importance. 
That, from the information which has been obtained, the 
Committee have everj' reason to heheve there are other 
books, deeds, and other documents belonging to the parish, 
lifsides those books proditced at the last meeting, which 
ought to be discovered and placed in some secure place, for 
the benefit and use of the parishioners. That they have 
enquired into the right of the parish of Tormoham to the 
Poor-house, and that they are satisfied that the new part as 
well as the old is the property of the parish." This is 
signed by Arthur Field, Jos. Tiumer, Thos. Atkins, William 
Wish, and John Samuel Abbot. The meeting to whom this 
report was presented ordered that for the safe keeping of 
the parish documents there should be procured " an iron 
chest, with three locks, to be kept in future in the Town 
Hall." A further search for the lost books was equally 
fruitless, and the premises have hitlierto been retained in 
possession of the parish, by whom they are let out. 

A dispute between the Commissioners and one of the 
Lords of the Manor has already been mentioned ; a collision 
liirtween them and the other Manor Lord occurred iu 1839. 
The circumstances seemed to be these : From time imms- 
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morial it was deemed by the inbabitantB tbat tbej posseseed 
a prescriptive rigbt of way to Daddy Hole Plain and the 
sea shore beneath ; a person named Earle caused snch 
an obstructioa as threatened to close the path altogether. 
The Com mis si oners held tbat it was illegal, and on the 
3rd of May they resolved that a request be made to Sir 
L. V. Palk that be would cause it to be removed. At the 
next meeting it was recorded " That Mr. Kitson be requested 
to write to Sir L, V. Palk, stating the wishes of the Com- 
missioners, and the inhabitants generally, respecting the 
path leading to Daddy Hole Plain, he having declined to 
forward the roquisition of the last meeting," Two months 
later, Mr. Atkins was employed to take counsel's opinion 
" relative to the obstruction of the footway leading to Daddy 
Hole Plain." At the next meeting it was stated that Mr. 
G. M. Butt had considered the case submitted to him, and 
his opinion was that "a jury would presume a dedication 
of the said path to the public," Following up this opinion 
of counsel, Mr, Mare, at a subfiequent meeting, brought 
forward a motion for indicting Earle at the Quarter Sessions 
at Exeter for non-compliance with the orders of the Com- 
missioners to remove the obstruction, hut the motion was 
lost by six votes to five. No further proceedings appear to 
have been taken. 

In these days the authorities acted decisively if there 
was any unpleasant odour from the harbour. In October, 
1840, the surveyor was requested to "summon the harbour 
master before the magistrates whenever the weed in 
basin became offensive." 

On July the 11th, 1840, a melancholy accident ocfiurred 
to three visitors. Miss Barrett, the accomplished poetess, 
now Mrs. Barrett Browning, was lodging with her brother, 
Mr, Edward Moultou Barrett, at the Baths, now known as 
Sealawn. Mr. Barrett, accompanied by Captain Clarke, 
Mr. Vaniieek, and a boatman, took a boat for the purpose 
of cruising out to sea. When three or four miles off Teign- 
mouth the boat was caught in a squall and capsized, and 
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lei four occupoota were drowned. The bodies of Mr. 
Barrett, Captain Clarke, and White, the boatman, were 
recovered and interred in Tor churchyard. 

As an illustration of the rapid growth of Torquay, it 
may be mentioned that Mr. March PhiUippa, in 1840, 
caused Wellswood to be built as his residence, and selected 
that situation because it was a mile distant from the town, 
and here he believed be should be able to enjoy the seclu- 
sion and quiet of the country, far removed from the town. 
Wellswood is now the centre of a cluster of villas; terraces 
are built close up to the boundary wall, and there is a cab- 
stand near the eastern entrance gate I 

For the maintenance of public order, the governing 
body in 1841 appointed no less than five constables, and 
fully appreciated the extraordinary effort by nominating 
Mr. Kilby " Captain of the Force ! " There is a somewhat 
equivocal entry on the minute book about the police in the 
year following, " That the police force shall for the ensuing 
year consist of Mr. Kilby and two other good men, and two 
other men as at present." 

It will scarcely be credited that a toll-gate stood for 
many years at the junction of Fleet Street with Union 
Street, or rather a little above the cart entrance to Prowse'a 
brewery, and the road being very narrow in one part, barely 
twenty-five feet wide, many accidents happened. The in- 
habitants, the Commissioners, and the juries of both manors, 
repeatedly petitioned for its removal, but without effect. In 
1842 a very strong remonstrance was made to the Turnpike 
Trustees, but it was not till 1850 that the obnoxious gate 
was taken down, and then, to compensate for the loss, the 
Turnpike Trustees put up a gate at every avenue of 
approach to the town. 

With tho exception of a few residents, who had their 
own carriages, the public conveyances in the early part of 
the century were sedan chaira, and but very few of these ; 
Batli chairs were afterwards introduced as an improvement; 
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but a still greater improvement were the chairs drawn! 
donkejH, which came into general use about the jear 1848. 
The number of men plying for hire was not sufficient to 
require regulations on the part of the authorities, and 
there was no recognized stand until 1845, when the Com- 
missioners directed their Sui'vejor " to appoint a con- 
Tenieut place between the hotels for the chairmen to stand 
with their chairs." Two years later the Commissioners 
permitted "the chairmen to stand in any open space, but 
not more than six at a time." 

Her Majesty and Prince Albert during a yachting cruise ] 
in August, 1646, paid a passing visit to Babbacombe and * 
Torbay; Her Majesty notices in her Journal that she "saw ^ 
Torquay very plain." 

The year 184C was memorable for a deficient harvest, I 
the failure of the potato crop, and the wide-spread distress 1 
resulting therefrom during ,the winter of that year- and the 
greater part of the year following. It was the year of the 
famine in Ireland. Notwithstanding the distress of the 
poor in Torquay (for whose assistance relief committees 
were formed and labour- provided, the parish being divided 
into districts for the purpose), the inhabitants did their best 
to contribute to tht funds for the starving Irish. Over 
£600 was subscribed fi'om private soui'ces and church anti 
chapel offertories ; and bales of clothing were despatched 
fortnightly. The Queen's letter on " behalf of the suf- 
fering Irish" was read in all the churches on Simdg3-, 
the 21st of February, 1847, and on Wednesday, the 24tli J 
of March, there was a general fast. The privationB i 
caused much discontent among the working classes, and in I 
May, 1847, there were bread riots in various towns by. 
Devonshii-e. The first commenced at Exeter on Friday, 
the 14th of May : bakers' shops and stores were broken i 
open, and much damage was done to private proper^. 
Special constables were enrolled, and two companies of the 
■"■'"i PusiUers, stationed at Plymouth, were det^patched to 
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iSxeter. In the coarse of a few days, bread riots occurred 

at Exraouth, Dawliah, Okehampton, CuUumpton, Crediton, 
and Tiverton. On Monday, the 17th, disturbances brokf 
out at Torquay. Knmours were current several days pre- 
viously that a riot was meditated, bnt so little was danger 
apprehended that no preparation was made to guard against 
it. At half-past seven in the evening a mob collected in 
Lower Union Street, and at once made an attack on the 
Lakers' shops, the contents of which were carried off by the 
women in their aprons. The rioters worked under the cover 
of a dark nigbt : owing to the economy of the Commis- 
sioners, no street lamps were permitted to be lit during the 
Bummer months, and to make matters worse, not only the 
lanterns but the bumL'rs had been removed, &n was cus- 
tomary during the summer. With the view of identifj'ing 
the ringleaders, it was determined to turn on the gas at the 
full ; when this was done and the gas lit, each street lamp 
emitted a flame about a foot high, thoroughly illumhiating 
the place. By this time several thousand persons were in 
the streets, and when the more orderly disposed attempted 
to seize the rioters, they were rescued by their companions 
or secreted themselves in the crowd. The mob hurried 
down Fleet Street, and attacked the shop of Mr. Wills, at 
the eomtr of George Street ; but one of the defenders, 
armed with a crowbar, dealt the leader a terrific blow on 
the head which felled him to the ground, and be was carried 
off BenselesB. The next placen attacked were Mr. Cove's 
shop in Swan Street, and Mr, Bowden's, the second shop 
on the Strand, but as the bread at the latter place was 
thrown out to them, the mob refrained from inflicting anj- 
damage. The rioters then made their way to Torre, and 
commenced an attack on the premises of Mr. Webber, neai- 
the Torbay Inn. Here they were overtaken by a party of 
tradesmen, who were accompanied by Mr. March Phillippa 
and Mr. E. Vivian, two of the magistrates; a coUision took 
place, and fighting followed. The liiot Act was read, and 
the men who had been captured were taken to the lock-up. 
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Mr. March PhUlippe and Mr. Vivian returned to the Town 
Htdl at midoight, and commenced an examination of the 
prifioners, which lasted till three in the morning. Three 
men were committed for trial and despatched to Exeter, 
the others heing remanded. At noon on Tuesday, while 
the magistrates were disposing of the men in custody, a 
body of nav\-ieB, sixty in number, employed on the railway 
works above Torre, having been incited, as the evidence 
afterwards showed, by persons belonging to the town, 
marched into Torquay equipped with pick-axes, crowbars, 
and shovels, with the avowed purpose of pulling down the 
Town Hall unless then- fellow-workmen were liberated. 
They marched down Union Street to the Town Hall, and 
turned up the Abbey Road, when they were confronted by 
Mr. March Phillipps. A stalwart fellow named Haii, who 
appeared to be the leader, stepped foi'n'ard and demanded 
the prisoners ; he was told that the party he was in 
search of were probably at that moment in Eseter. The 
men ominously advanced towards the door, evidently bent 
on mischief. The position grew critical. Suddenly they 
made a rush, when Mr, March Phillipps seized the ring- 
leader and held him fast. The constables and coastguard 
coming up at the moment, Hart, with several of bis com- 
panions, was secured. The remainder of the gang, seeing 
bow matters stood, quickly dispersed. Seventeen prisoners 
were lodged in the Watch House at one time. As, from the 
boldness of the attack, further violenoo was apprehended, 
a special messenger was despatched to Exeter for troops, 
and by evening a detachment of forty men of the FifUi 
Fusiliers, under Captain Millman, accompanied by Dr. 
Pennell, a county magistrate, arrived, and was quartered 
in the Union Hall. In addition, the AdcUiide, revenue. 
cutter, and Government steamer Vukan, brought detach-^ 
ments of the coastguard, which, combined with those 0^^ 
the district, made forty in all. Three hundred special o< 
stables were also sworn in. Seeing these preparationr^^ 
the rioters made no further attempt to disturb the peace , 
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the town. The prisonerB were sent by the steamer Zephyr 
to Topsham, and thence to Exeter, instead of by road, a 
plot having been discovered to stop the coach and rescue 
the men as they passed along the Newton road. 

The total number of prisoners committed was twenty- 
eight. At the June Quarter Sessions, Hart and Dunn, the 
ringleaders, were sentenced to fourteen days' imprisonment, 
Spiller and Bates, for inciting the men to riot, six weeks', 
six of the men were sentenced to a month's imprisonment, 
one to six weeks', one was acquitted, and the remainder 
were discharged. 
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jPENING up new roads was one of the principal 
aims of the Town Commissioners ; they de- 
sired to make a new approach to the coal 
cellars on the North Quay, but were opposed 
by the Trustees of Torre Abbey. The road, 
however, was partly made when legal proceedings 
were taken. The Commissioners endeavoured to disarm 
this opposition by resolving, on the 8th of July, 1847, 
*' That an answer be sent to Mr. Cary's notice, to the fol- 
lowing effect : — * That the Commissioners felt they were 
acting within the powers vested in them in making a con- 
siderable public improvement ; but in doing so regret that 
they have taken any steps offensive or disagreeable to Mr. 
Cary, and accordingly hope that he will take a different 
view of the matter, lending his aid to the Commissioners in 
this and all other matters for the advantage of the puUio 
interest.' " This reply had not the desired effect, fbr the 
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road was not made, anil the Green was permitted to Le 
used as a resting place for caravans, showB, and wild beast 
exhibitions ; as a timber yard, saw-pit, and a general re- 
ceptacle for all kinds of rubbish. 

The first time the authorities attempted to abolish the 
fair held on the quay during the regatta (about which there 
has been much contention of late years) was in 1847, 
when it was determined " That the surveyor be instructed 
to keep the streets adjoining the harbour clear of obstruc- 
tions on the regatta day, and not to allow caravans ti 
Htand in any other place but Daddy Hole Plain, and pre- 
vent any noise or disturbance in the town after half-past 
eight in the evening." Subsequent Boards have en- 
ileavoured. but not always Huccessfully. to enforce this 
rule, with the exception of limiting the "fun of the fair" 
to half-past eight. 

During this year a serious rupture occurred between 
the trustees of Torre Abbey and the Commissioners. It 
appears that from the time the monastery was founded, if 
not before, there was a thoroughfare (now Belgrave Ttoad), 
from the village of Tor to the sands, which was known as 
Sand Lane. It was used by the farmers for bringing up 
sand and sea-weed in their crooks, and on their pack 
horses. In 1825, for the convenience of the owner of the 
Abbey, the lane was closed, Mr, Gary, by way of equiva- 
lent, conceding to his tenants and those of the Torwood 
Manor who lived at Torre, the right of using the Long 
.\Tenue Boad. When the turnpike road was made from 
Torre to Livermead, Mr, Gary considered that it was 
fiafficient for all the purposes of the tenants, and accord- 
ingly sought to close the Long Avenue Road against the 
pnblic. one of the grounds of his objection being that it 
pASsed through bis farmyard. The subject was discussed 
At a public meeting, when a resolution was passed in favour 
of closing it against carts, but sanctioning its use as a 
bridle path. It was averred that the meeting was packed 
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with Mr. Gary's tenants, hence the adoption of the re- 
Bolution. A poll was demanded, and refused on technical 
grounds. This was followed by an order from the local 
magistrates to close the road, but on an appeal to I 
Quarter Sessions at Exeter, the order was quashed, 
the road has remained open to the public ever since. 

It may here be added that although Sand Lane was 
closed against vehicles and horses, it was ever afterwards 
used as a path-field until the meadows were taken up for 
building purposes, when it was re-opened as the preBas 
Belgrave Eoad, Old Sand Lane commenced in the ' 
Church Road, passed at the back of the lodge (now tl 
of No, 1 Sandridge Terrace), and thence between high hedges, 
with orchards on each side, on to the sands at a point near 
the steps which now lead to the beach, in front of Atkinson'a 
Hotel, where was discovered a Roman causeway, evideBtlj 
that referred to in the original grant of William Brew 
conveying the lands to the Abbey, and described as ■ 
causeway which goeth down to the sea.* It was i 
dentally brought to light when the Torbay Bead was c 
structed. The workmen, throwing up a trench for the « 
came upon a substantial and compact piece of masoni 
from fifteen to twenty feet wide, formed of pitched stonj 
that is, large stones set together on their edges, 
BO securely fastened that gunpowder had to be used in 
order to dislodge them. The stone was a hard brown 
kind, brought apparently from Cockington, that being t 
nearest locality whence that particular kind of stone canlj 
procured. Not far from this causeway the workmen brou^ 
to light an elm coffin, substantially made, and in a perfeo*:^ 
state of preservation. The shields and handles were nl^B! 
most as sound as when they were first deposited in tt:rr»( 
sands. On opening the coffin, it was found to conta^ij 
nothing more than a mass of crumbling dust. The coflEo 
is supposed to have contained the remains of one of tbe 
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officers of the fleet. In escavflting sites for the bouses 
along the ehorea of the Bay, numerous human remains, 
presumedly of men belonging to the Royal Navy, have 
frequently been dug up. Several bodies are known to have 
been buried in Torre Abbey Park, and in the Ilsam valley 
some scores have been interred. This seems to have been 
a common practice before the Government acquired a 
turying ground at Goodrington, adjoining the hospital. 
During the last century the Government purchased about 
three acres of land at Goodrington, on which was erected a 
Lospital, the remainder being appropriated to burial pur- 
poses. Independently of the hospital, there waa Rufficient 
accommodation for a guard of soldiers. In this burying 
ground a considerable number of officers and men have 
been ijiterred, as may be seen by the memorial stones 
which still remain. One of these stones bears date the 
same year in which Napoleon waa brought into Torbay. 
After the conclusion of peace, the hospital was purchased 
by Colonel Drake, of Ipplepen, who converted it into a 
pleasant marine residence, but the burying ground was sadly 
neglected. As years rolled on, the existence of the property 
appears to have been overlooked by the Government. It 
became a sort of No-Man's-Land; the silent memorials of 
the dead alone seemed to keep watch and ward over it The 
sea, however, is no respecter of persons or lands ; here, in 
Soath Devon, in its constant battling with the shore, it 
alwaj-s cornea off the victor ; and so, in course of years, 
the steadily- advancing surges crept up, undermined the 
Iroundary walls of the sailors' cemetery, and at times 
flooded the adjacent lands. Seeing that the deHtruction of 
the property was imminent, Mr. James Mountstephen wrote 
to the Admiralty, and was authorised to restore the sea 
fences. 

The Torquay Commissioners, finding that their powers 
under the Act adopted in 1895 were still inadequate for the 
proper governance of the town, took into their considera- 
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tion, on the 20th Sept., 1849, the qnestion of adopting the 
Pulilic Health Act, which had been passed the previous 
year. Accordingly, after much deliberation, it wae re- 
solved, " That the CommisBioners, finding it imposajble, 
with their limited powers, to carry out the sanitary 
regulations and other improvements which the interests of 
the town imperatively require, a, vestry meeting of the. 
ratepayers he immediately called to consider tlie expedieno] 
or othei-wise of applying to Parliament during the comii 
session for an extension of the powers of the Tormoham 
Act, or of petitioning for the application uf the Public 
Health Act to this parish." The meeting was held, and 
the parish determined in favour of the Health Act o( 
1848, as preferable to patching up the local one. 1 
General Board of Health sent down their Inspector, Mxi 
Rammell, who held au inquu'y, and made his report 
1850. That report strongly recommended the inhabitanl 
to adhere to their resolve of adopting the Act of 1848. 

On Thursday, the '21st of June, 1849, and follow 
days, there were great festivities at Torre Abbey, on I 
occasion of Mr. Gary attaining his majority. Sjiorts i 
amusements of various kinds were provided on 
meadows, and at the house all who came were mai 
welcome. lu a large tent, erected on the lawn, 
hundred of the tenantry and friends dined together, on 
which occasion a baron of beef was provided. Dancing 
was led off by two of the oldest tenants, Mr. W. Tapley 
and Mr. W. Gasking, between eighty and ninety years of 
age. A ship on wheels, accompanied by a motley group of 
fishermen, paraded through the town. 

In common with other towns, Torquay suffered from 
the visitation of cholera in 1849. The number of deaths 
from cholera and dysentery combined, in six weeks, was 
06. The eases occurred chiefly in the oldest and worst 
parts of the town — the homes of the poor — in Swan Street, 
George Street, and Pimhco. Many of the inhahitaata ( 
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these localities were removed to wooden bouses, temporarily 
erected in a field at Plainmoor.* The expeuBes incurred 
amonnted to ±'1,176 lis. G<1., for relief given to 883 poor 
persons, for sanitaiy precautions, medical oEBcers, house 
visitors, and nurses. The Guardians of the Union de- 
clined to charge this to the Common Fund, insisting that 
each pariah should bear its own expenses. Counsel's 
opinion was against the Guardians, and after a protracted 
contention the major portion of the amount was charged 
to tlie Common Fund. 

One of the last acts of the Town Commissioners was to 
place on rtcord "that some better ai-rangement be made 
in the Hall for the reporters, under the dii'eetion of the 
Surveyor." The Hall was a dismal little hole, used alike 
for the meetings of the Town Commissioners, the Public 
Vaccinator, and the Magistrates in Petty Sessions. A low 
double rail divided the room into two parts ; in the upper 
was a large deal table, around which was placed a dozen 
wooden chairs; this was alternately the council chamber 
of the Commissioners and the Bench of the Magistrates. 
By special permission, reporters were occasionally allowed 
to take a seat at it. Below the bar or rail just described 
the remainder of the room was given up to the piibhc. 
To Mr. Thomas Latimer, proprietor of the Wexteni Times, 
must be conceded the honour of having not only intro- 
duced shorthand reporting into Devonshire, but of claiming 
the right of the public to be represented by reporters 
at police enquiries. The magistrates often sat to do 
public business in private rooms, either at their own 
liousea or in solicitors" offices. They claimed a right to 
exclude the public, and enforced it for a considerable time 
with more or less of legality. On several occasions, when 
requested to retire, Mr. Latimer told the magistrates that 

* TbU majr be aaid in have been the ori^n of Boaton Fields, or aa it in 
DOW knonti, ViHoria Park. Before the erection of theie refugn. there wu 
anlj on> hoiue, tarrounded bj allotment gifdeni and Geldi. This hoiue it 
DOW mt Ibe oornriT of one of the vtreoti. 
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lie prf ferreil the Btaircase to the window as an exit. In 1633, 
Joseph Marchetti applied for an ale-bouse license for the 
Family Hotel, now The Queen's, and Mr, Latimer made 
his appearance when the case came on. An objection was ■ 
mode to his taking notes; but with that indomitable J 
courage which has been the leading feature in hie career aal 
a journalist, he claimed his right to do so.* 

The Surveyor very soon acted upon the instructions of 
the governing body, and provided a kind of three-comer 
cupboard, capable of holding two persons, or, perhaps, three, 
by leaving open the door. The rail and the vroU of the 
building formed two sides of the bos, and the hypothenuM 
of the triangle faced towards the bench or table. 

The Commissioners sat for the last time on the *20th o 
September, 1850, and the election of twelve persons to con-^ 
stitute the Torquay Local Board of Health having takeX 
place, the first meeting of the new governing body was hel 
on the 28th of the same month. 

One of the eailiest acts of the Board was to bring the 
hackney carriages under their control by the issuing of 
licenses, the framing of bye-laws for their regulation, and 
the setting apart of certain places as stands where the 
cabmen might ply for hire. 

Under the Commissioners the improvement rate was 
2J<f. in the pound each quarter of the year ; occasionally 
it rose to 5d., and in a few instances was supplemented by 
an extra rate. The Local Board in January, 1851, made 
a rate of 6rf. in the pound for the half-year, amounting to 
J;764 16s, Sd. ; and in June the rate was increased to 9d. 

• When Mr. Murelietti appliri to the mapatratM «t tlie Petty Semmu, 
whioh were thco held nt Xewtuti, Che uppliratioTi wai refiiaeil ; oppoutian WM 
railed by the occuiiier of the ItiiynJ Hotel, mid the groaod Undlord. Ooecf 
the argument* advnneed wbb that if the ii«n»e were granted, the ralne of 
the Rojal Hotel would be reducetl by £100 a-ye»r, Marchetti, bowever, 
appealM to the Qoarter Seoionn, and the dpciaion of the inagiitratea km 
revened. Objection »-r» then made by the Manor lord that Marcbelti. by 
erecting a portico, had encroached on the Manor right. A party of woTkncn 
was Kut to take it down ; but they did not care to conimanee operation!, 
for Marcbetti, with a drawn sword'iu his hand, xtood at the entrvm and 
threatened to cut down the first man who inuda the atti.>mpt. Legal pro- 
i-eedingi followed, and Marchettl gained his case, for according to his Ibm*, 
hi* right eitended to the quay. 
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in tbe pound, amounting to i;i,178. The half-yearly rates 
have since reached Is, 6(7. in the pound. 

Among the distinguished Tisitors of the year-were their 
Imperial Highnesses the Prince and Princess Oldenburg, 
with their family. Prince Nicholas, Prince .Alexander, Prince 
George, Prince Constantine, Princess Alexandra, and 
Princess Catherine and suite. They remained a consider- 
able time, and Prince Oldenburg laid the foundation stone 
of tbe Torbay Infirmary and Dispensary. At a later date, 
the Duchess of Orleans, with the Due de Paris and Due de 
Giartree, visited Torquay, and took up their residence at 
Mount Lebanon. 

At the close of October, a French squadron, consisting 
of two first-rates and four second-rates, the Vahiiy, In- 
HexiUle, Jenn, Henri IV., Jemmajipea, and a steamer, 
anchored off Daddy Hole, They left the following day, 
but were driven back by a heavy gale, and remained at 
anchor for a week. The thousands of visitors who went 
on board were courteously received. After leaving Torbay, 
while proceeding west, an explosion occurred on board the 
Viiliny, by which twenty men were killed. 

A new Town Hall was one of the Booi'd's first require- 
ments, and accordingly Mr. Dixon, the surveyor, designed 
the present building, with its campanile tower, which was 
commenced in 1851 and finished in 18S2. The site was 
granted by Jlr. Gary, on a lease for uiuety-nine years, at a 
nominal rent. During the progress of the work, the Board 
und the magistrates transacted their business in the auction 
room of the Union Hotel. 

The parishioners of Torquay made a very out- 
s])okGn protest against the revival of synodal action by the 
late Bishop of Exeter, at a united meeting of tbe parish- 
ioners of Tormohun and Upton, held at the Town Hall on 
the 29th April, 1851, from whence, in consequence of the 
numbers desirous of attending, it was adjotumed to the 
Cnion Hall. The following resolutions were agreed to : — 
"'First — That the parishioners of Tormoham and Upton 
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have learnt with BiirpriBe and regret from a visitation 1 
charge published by the Bishop of Exeter, that he proposes 
to convoke a diocesan sjiiod of the clergy for the purpose of 
agreeing with him to some general declaration upon a point 
of doctrine, impugning a decision given by a Higher 
Court of Ecclesiastical Appeal ; and further, for consider- 
ing ' such other matters ' as with the bishop's sanction 
shall be submitted for deliberation, whether affecting the 
church at large, or the diocese in particular. It appears' 
to have been admitted by the bishop himself that a 
diocesan synod assembled for such objects is wholly unpre- 
cedented in the Church of England; and it appears to us, 
moreover, that synodal meetings of clergy elected without 
any lawful authority, and aiming to represent the opinion 
of the entire diocese upon on important dogma of onr faith, 
must contravene an acknowledged principle of the con- 
stitution, which recognizes no such assembly of the Church 
escf pting by authority from the Crown ; nor admits as valid 
any ' settlement ' of doctrine without the consent of Parlia- 
ment. Besides that the so-called synod, pretending to 
exercise deliberative powers, withheld even from the convo- 
catiou of clergy duly summoned by the sovereign, will 
transgress in spirit at least, if not in letter, the provision of 
an existing statute (25th Henry VIII. cap. 15!, s. 11 which 
declareH in substance 'that uHycierirynmnwhoshall presume ] 
to attempt, allege, or put in use any constitution or ordi- 
nance, provincial or synodal, or who shall enact, promulgt-, 
or execute any such ordinajices, by whatsover name they 
shall be called, in their convocation (which always shall be 
assembled by the authority of the King's will) unless the 
same clergy may have the King's most royal assent and 
Hcence, shall be liable to suffer the penalty of fine and im- 
prisonment.' Notwithstanding, however, that almost all 
the commentators have also distinctly afBrmed diocesan 
sjTioda to be therefore unlawful, it has been asserted on the 
authority of high legal opinion that this novel ' experiment 
on the part of the Bishop ' — so far as his intentions can be 
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ascertained — is not absolutely illegal. Lest, then, some of 
our clergy, influenced by such advances, may be induced 
to attend either the decanal or diocesan meetings, we con- 
eider it to be the duty of the laity, an essential constituent 
portion of the Church, to protest at once against so unwar- 
rantable an attempt to extend episcopal power, and which, 
seeming to reject the authority of the State, as well as that 
of the Primate, our Metropolitan, might, if successful, 
ultimately result in constituting this diocese a schismatieal 
church of Exeter, no longer forming an integral portion of 
the Church of England. Neither can it be denied that 
this mischievous example of insubordination, if followed iu 
other dioceses, might lead to adverse declarations upon 
religious tenets, and to conflicting rules respecting disci- 
pline or ritual observances, destructive to that power and 
unity of om' Church so much to be desired of all good 
men. For we feel convinced that the project, as announced 
by the Bishop, of holding repeated synods and of inviting 
discuBsions upon subjects of gi'eat public interest in the 
ruri-deeanal chapters several weeks before the diocesan 
meetings at Exeter (the absolute control over whose delibe- 
rations he reserves in his own hand) must, in the present 
unsettled condition of onr times, lead to deplorable and 
continued agitation. We will endeavour, therefore, to 
oppose, by all lawful means, this ill-timed innovation upon 
long-estabhshed usage ; and we earnestly call upon the 
reverend incumbents of Tormohuu and Upton not to com- 
promise the respect and regard in which they are deservedly 
held, by countenancing the design of one who is avowedly 
committed to a struggle with the State, towards which ho 
should be the first to show an exa.mple of obedience, and 
which he does not hesitate to characterize in terms adapted 
from the address of some foreign ecclesiastics as being 
under the influence of ' anti-Christian and anti-ecclesias- 
tical ' principles. Secondly — That a committee, consisting 
of the existing churchwardens. Col. J. Douglas and Mr. E. 
Vivian, be appointed for the purpose of cb-awing up addresses 
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to the Queen and to the Primate of all England, in accord- 
ance with the foregoing resolution, and praying for the 
interreution ot their authority to stay this dangerous 
movement of our diocesan ; and that such addresses be 
laid before an adjourned meeting of this yeetry." This is 
signed by Mr. \V. Kitson, as chairman of the meeting. At 
the adjourned meeting on the 15th of May, the addresses 
were read and adopted, and it was also resolved, " That the 
tbankn of this united vestry be given to the Rev. E. B. 
Wolfe, inciunbent of Upton parish, for his reasonable and 
independent conduct in opposing at the ruri-decanal meeting 
held here on Tuesday last the sending up of any subject 
for deHberation at the pretended diocesan synod in Exeter, 
abstaining thereby from sanctioning with his concurrence 
the mischievous and unprecedented proceedings of our 
diocesan, and affording thus to the parishioners additional 
reason for congratulating themselves on their having a 
minister whose views so well accord with their own." 

In 1852 the inhabitants petitioned the Lord Chancellor 
for a County Court to be held in Torquay, on the ground 
that it was a great hardship for suitors to be required to 
attend the district court at Newton, six miles away. The 
application was rejected. A previous effort to obtain this 
privilege was made in December, 1846. 

At the request of the autburities, the Ordnance Depart- 
ment undertook the survey of the town. This work occupied 
nearly two years, but it was thoroughly well done, as a 
glance at the map, cai'efully preserved in the Surveyor's 
o£dce, will show. The cost was i;400. Duplicates were 
taken of it, and on these the progressive growth of the 
town, the new roads, sewers, water mains, and gas pipes, 
are laid down. 

An endeavour- was repeatedly made by Mr. Edward 
Vivian to get public baths and wash-houses established tn 
the town, under the powers of the PubUc Health Act, but 
although official reports were in favour of it, and frequent 
discusBious took place, "the poor ratepayer's pocket" plea 
jras always victorious. 
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The Torquay Estra-Mural Cemetery Company was in- 
corporated by Act of Farliament in 1852, with a capital of 
i;8,000 in i;iO shares. Sixteen and a quarter acres of land 
were purchased on the Barton Road, in the parish of St. 
Marj'-Church, adjoining the parish of Tormobam. Part 
only of the ground was enclosed at the commencement, 
but the whole has since been taken in for use. The 
cemetery is divided into two portions, one of which is con- 
secrated. Each part has its own chapel. The ground ie 
well planted with trees and shrubs, and every part is kept 
in scrupulous order. The establishment of this cemeterj' 
was a necessity forced upon the parish in consequence of 
the overcrowded state of Tor churchyard, and the unsuit- 
ability of the few yards of land belonging to Upton Church 
for the purposes of intei-ment. In 1836, 1842, and at 
various other times, additions of a few perches of land 
were made to the churchyard of Tor, but these were totally 
inadequate for the purpose. The curcumstance which 
finally roused the inhabitants to a sense of taking propei- 
remedies against intra-mural interment was the fir.st burial 
in the Upton churchyard, which took place on the 11th of 
February, 1850. That same evening a public meeting was 
held, and a petition to the Board of Health agreed to, con- 
demning all burials in ground so close to the public 
thoroughfare. In 1851, when the Cemetery Company 
had issued their prospectus, the parishioners in vestry 
appointed a committee to report on the question of either 
providing a public cemetery, or makiug some extensive 
cnlujgement of Tor churchyard, by purchasing the ad- 
joining fields, on which now stand the Belgrave Mews and 
houses adjacent. The report was in favour of a cemetery, 
which, it was urged, ought to be in the hands of the 
parochial authorities. In November, 1851, the vestry 
petitioned the Local Board of Health to take measiu'es for 
providing a public burying ground, and to petition Parlia- 
ment against the proposed Extra-Mural Cemetery Com- 
pany. On the 17th of January, 1852, the Cemetery 
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Company's Bill was condemDecl in Vestry, and in July tba 
same year a meeting was held to petition Parliament 
against the Bill. This led to a poll, wlien there were tor 
petitioning Parliament 367 votes, and against 299. The 
Company, however, persevered, and the Bill became law. 
At the vestry meeting of Octoher 22n(l, 1853, a resolution 
was passed that, " there being a cemeteiy already estab- 
lished by Act of Parliament, it is advisable to request the 
Bishop of the Diocese to consecrate the same." This put 
an end to any farther efforts on thu part of the pariBh to 
pro^'ide a bulging ground of its own. On the 28th of 
December, 1860, notice was issued by order of the Siicretary 
of State, that " No new burial ground be opened in the 
parish of Tormobam, without the approval of the Secretary, 
of State, and that interments in the existing burying 
grounds be discontinued, with the following modifications ; . 
From and after January, 1861, no new bui'ials are to take 
place in the cbui-cbyards, except the piece of ground 
reserved for the vault of the incumbent, and of family 
vaults or brick graves which were in existence on the 9th 
of October, 1860, and which shall be used on the following 
conditions ; that tliey can be opened without disturbing 
human renjivins; that they are free from water; that each 
coffin be sepai-ately entombed in brick or utone work, 
properly cemented ; and that the only bodies uiterred 
those of the husbands, wives, unmarried children, and' 
brothers and sisters of parishioners already interred there. 
The first interment in uneonsecrated ground took place on 
■ind November, 1852; the first in the consecrated ground, 
■29th June, 1854. At the present time it is computed that 
the cemetery contains space enough for all the interments 
required in the next 50 years, making allowance for in- 
crease m population. The present number of inteiraeiita 
in the consecrated portion is about 3,800, and that in the 
uncon ecrated 2,800. Capt. J. H. Lee was Cbah'man of 
the Company from its incorporation to the time of his 
death, in February, 1873, and a handsome memorial brass 
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llOB been erected by the Company in the Episcopal Chapel. 
The present Chairman is Mr, Arthur Hyde Dendy ; the 
Secretary, Mr. John Lane ; Chaplain for eonsecrated portion, 
Rer. T. Clarke; unconsecratecl portion. Rev, C. Knibbs. 

The Rreat event of 1852 was the ^-isit of Her Most 
Gracious Majesty to Torbay. On the afternoon of the IDth 
of July, the coastguard on duty at Babbacombe descried 
three steamers bearing down at great speed, one of them 
flying the royal standard. This proved to be the royal 
snaadrun, consisting of the Victnria and Alhert steam 
yacht, with the Fairi/ tender, and Btiick Eagle, which were 
standing across from Portland to Torbay. At three o'clock 
the vessels brought up close under the cliffs of Babbacombe, 
The coastguard had alrea<Iy spread the news, and the 
utmost escitemeut prevailed in the little hamlet, for at that 
time Babbacombe consisted of but very few cottages. So 
entirely unexpected was the arrival of the squadron, that 
its approach was not known in Torquay until after the 
royal party had been in the Bay a considerable time. Her 
Majesty, descending into the barge, was rowed close to the 
beach, and proceeded along the shore, being much gratified 
with the charming scenery. The Prince Consort, accom- 
panied by the Prince of Wales and Prince Alfred, landed 
on the beach, and entered the beautiful grounds of Mrs. 
Whitehead. Leaving the young Princes with that lady. 
Prince Albert ascended through the shrubbery on to the 
iJowns. Having enquired the way to St. Mary-Chm-ch, 
whither he was desirous of going to inspect the marble 
works of Mr. Woodley, whose collection in tbi; 1851 Exhi- 
bition had obtained a gold medal and bad been much 
admired by the Prince, he was overtaken by a cab, which 
be hailed. The driver informed him that he was engaged, 
adding that he was going to fetch Mr. "Woodley to see the 
Queen, but if the gentleman lilted he could ride on till they 
met him. The Prince accepted the offer, and presently the 
hirer of the fly came along the road. The driver pulled 
np, and the Prince having explained that his object was to 
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Bee the marble works, Mi. Woodley turned back and badi 
the bonour of conducting his august but unknown visitorl 
over bis own establislimeut, as well as the village. He then ^ 
courteously offered the carriage to the stranger, stating that 
he was going to try to get a glimpse of Prince Albert, who 
had taken considerable interest in bis exhibition at the 
" World's Fair." After parting from Mr, Woodley, his 
Royal Highness drove through Torquay and thence round 
the Lincombe Drive above Meadfoot, returning to the yacht 
shortly after six o'clock. Immediately the Prince was on 
board, the squadron got under weigh, and proceeded close 
under the land around the coast to Torbay. Nothing could 
exceed the beauty of the scene as the yachts steamed by 
Anstis Cove, passing so immediately beneath the precipitons 
cliffs that those upon the summits could look dii'ectly dovn 
upon their decks. The vessels very soon after entered 
Torbay, and cast anchor off the town. By this time the 
Bay presented an animated sight, for yachts, sailing vessels, 
and row boats, were coming In from all directions, whilst 
every height and vantage ground which could command 
the Bay was occupied by crowds of spectators. The royj 
yachts were now reinforced by the arrival of the OditK 
Samson, Barracouta, Magicienne, and Retribution, 
frigates, and the Vivid, steam tender. It appears that t 
royal yacht had outstripped its escort by nearly half t 
run from Portland. As Her Majesty had not contemplate 
landing at Torquay, and purposed leaving Torbay early tl 
nest morning, the Chairman and several members of ( 
Local Board of Health proceeded in the coastguard gallerf 
alongside the royal yacht to ascertain whether and i 
what hour it would be agreeable to Her Majesty to receiti 
an address. The Earl of Hardwick gave them a courteolA 
reception, and explained to them that on private excnrsions" 
like the present. Her Majesty did not receive deputations 
in person, but that an address, which might be entrusted 
to him, should be laid before Her Majesty, and that a reply 
would be returned through the Secretary of State. At a 
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later hour in the evening the following address was pre- 
sented from the Torquay Local Board of Health : — 

" We, your Majesty's loyal and devoted subjttcts, the 
Town Commisaionera of Torquay, on behalf of ourselves 
and the other inhabitants of the eaid town, venture to ap- 
proach yoiu- Majesty on the auspicious occasion of your 
Tiaiting our shores, to assure youx' Majesty of our devoted 
loyalty and attachment to your Majesty's person and 
government, and to express our high gratification at your 
Majesty's visit to this part of your dominions, with the 
earnest hope that your Majesty may by the Divine favour 
be enabled on some future occasion to land on our shores 
and afford us an opportunity of personally testifying our 
loyalty and attachment. — Signed, Wiij-iam Kiisox (Chair- 
man), EoBERT Stabk, John T. Hakvey, Kichard Taylob, 
Edward Vivias, W. N. PECKme, William Harvey, John 
HuTCHKsoN Lee." 

8ome old guns used at the Abbey for saluting purposes 
vere brought up to Waldon Kill, near the steps, and a 
Toyal salute nas fired, and at night rockets and blue 
lights were discharged from the grounds at Ettenheim, the 
residence of the Inspecting Ofdcer of Coastguard, Com- 
mandei Story ; a partial illumination was attempted at a 
few houses, but had notice for preparation been given, 
it would doubtless have been general. 

By eight o'clock the next morning the royal party were 
on deck enjoying the cool sea breezes and the beautiful 
panorama of the Bay. After an eaidy breakfast, at which 
Her Majesty most graciously accepted a present of Devon- 
shire cream and flowers from Woodfield, the Ftiiry got up 
Bteam, and the Priuce Consort proceeded on board her for 
ibe purpose of going to Plymouth, where it was intended 
that his Highness should open a dock. The squadron was 
surrounded by yachts and boats; the Torquay band, on the 
old pier, played at intervals the National Anthem and other 
loyal airs. Her Majesty was seated in the round house, 
•ketcbing Torre Abbey and other picturesque points in 
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Torbay, while the young Princes were gambolling over the 
vessel and seeming fully to enjoy the animated scene. At 
ten o'clock the boats were lowered and manned, and Her 
Majesty, attended by her suite, entered the barge which 
had the royal standard at the bow; then, preceded by gigs 
and escorted by other boats and yachts, the barge was 
rowed beneath the cliffs from Beacon Hill to Torre Abbey 
Sands, passing close by the pier. Betuming to the royal 
yacht, steam was got up, and the vessel proceeded in the 
direction of Berry Head; the frigates had previously got 
their anchors up and were leaving the Bay. 

After leaving Torbay, Her Majesty went on direct to 
Plymouth, Prince Albert having preceded the squadron to 
Dartmouth in the Fairy, and rode from that town to 
Totnes in his own travelling carriage, which had been 
landed on the previous evening from the Vivid. At Totnes 
an address was presented to the Prince by Mr. Stanley Cazy. 

The following reply to the address to Her Majesty from 
the Torquay Local Board of Health was received shorUy 
afterwards : — 

"Whitehall, 26th July, 1852. 
** Sir, — I have had the honour to lay before the Queen 
the loyal and dutiful address of the Town Commissioners 
of Torquay. 

''And I have the satisfaction to inform you that Her 
Majesty was pleased to receive the same very graciously. 

** I have the honour to be, sir, 

" Your obedient servant, 
*'W. Kitson, Esq/' ''T. H. Walpole. 
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HE opening ot a new market demands a passing 
notice. In 1820, the late Sir L. V. Palk built 
the o!(I market, near the Quay, but as he poB- 
, sessed no power for concentrating either buyers 
or sellers, the attendance was never such as to 
realise the object of the promoter, and it 
gradually became deserted. In 1847, Sir L. V. Palk and 
Mr, Palk caused a bill to be introduced to Parliament to 
enable them to erect a new market house. The bill was 
rejected by the House of Commons, who considered that 
unless all parties were unanimous, it was not desirable to 
entrust compulsory powers iu the hands of individualf, 
however great might be their obvious interest in pro- 
moting the general welfare of the town. In the autumn 
of 1848, at a meeting of those favourable to the estab- 
lishment of a well-regulated market, a committee was 
appointed for the purpose of devising the best means of 
accomplishing this end. The result was the incorporation 
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of the Torquay Market Company, The capital 
fixed at 4:7,000, in 1.400 shares at £5 each: this low 
price of the shai'eB was determined upon in order to 
seeuie the co-operation of all classes, so as to enable 
them to participate in ita benefits. A new building was 
agreed upon, as the old market could neither be improyed 
nor enlarged, being closed on three sides by strept pi'operty, 
and on the fourth by the main road. Almost a necessary 
consequence of the Market Bill was a clause to put down 
the hawking of marketable commodities. The practice of 
hawking had been brought about by reason of the in- 
sufSciency of the accommodation of the old market, and 
provisions were taken from house to house, causing, it was 
averred hy the promoters of the bill, much annoyance to 
householder, by entailing unnecessary labour on their 
servants. Both manor lords promised to co-opernfi 
the original petition in favour of the Company contai 
the signatures of some who soon afterwards became 
strenuous opponents. A site was selected in Warren Place 
(Upper Fleet Street), and the projected new entrance to 
the town through George Street to which it would most 
probably have led would have effected a great improvement 
in that locality, highly advantageous to the Company and 
the town. Opposition, however, soon rose, and bitter was 
the contention both in the town and before the Parlia- 
mentary Committee. The bill was at length passed, but so 
crippled were the Company by the expenses of the contest, 
amounting to 1;'2,000, (the costs of the opponents were the 
same.) that they were compelled to abandon the AVarren 
Place site, and the Company must have been dissolved, 
after having with so much public spirit spent their only 
available funds upon the erection of slaughter houses out 
of the town, had not Sir L. V. Falk and Mr. Palk very 
liberally presented them with the present site. In order trf 
avail themselves of this offer an amended Act was applied 
for ; the opposition was renewed, and hea^y expenses again 
entailed ; but in the Session of 1852 the Act was passed. 
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and on the '22nd of October, in tbftt year, the foundation 
stone was laid by Mr. L, Palk, the contract price being 
^3,600. The entire length of the building is 270 feet, with 
an area at the end for hay and straw stores (since converted 
into shops). The lower end of the building ivas designed 
for a fish market 60 feet deep. It is now used as a forage 
store. That portion of the building which is now used as 
a market is 240 feet long and 60 feet wide. The style of 
the architecture is Roman-Doric, wTought limestone being 
used, with cement pilasters, cornices, and dressings. The 
opening on September 29th, 1853, was celebrated by a 
grand procession of trades, the decoration of the town, and 
a pnblic dinner in the market place, to which about fourteen 
hundred persons eat down. 

Notwithstanding the sacrifices the Company had made, 
the system of hawking went on as before ; summary prose- 
cotions before the Magistrates failed to abolish it, and 
people declared that hawking was a convenience rather 
than an evil, for it saved them a long journey to the 
Market, The result was that the Company were obliged 
to apply to Parliament for an amended Act to legalise 
hawking, and to levj- tolls on all goods specified in their 
schedule. The principal portion of the revenue of the 
Company is now derived from the tolls on hawking. In 
1876 the tolls from hawkers amounted to more than ±'700. 
The most imjKirtant advantage which the Company has 
conferred on the town is the removal of the private 
slaughter houses from the back lanes, and compelling the 
Itntchcra either to use the abattoirs provided by the Com- 
pany, or build suitable premises of their own out of the 
town. An attempt was made to establish a, cattle market 
at Upton in connection with the slaughter houses, but it 
H ilid not succeed. 

^M Among the visitors to Torquay during 1853 were the 

^K Orand Duchess Marie of Russia, eldest daughter of the 
H Cear, and widow of the Duke de Leuchtenberg, and suite ,■ 
H the Grand Duchess Olga, the Grand Duchess Catherine 
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of Russia, and His Imperial Highness Duke George, 
Mecklenburg- Strelitz ; Her Imperial Highness the Duchef 
of Brabant, and His Higbneae the Duke of Brabant. 

The Public Gardens at Torwood were taken possessioi 
of by the Local Board of Health in 1853. They ' 
originally leased by Sir L. V. Palk to the inhabitants of t 
neighbourhood, from whom Kubacriptions were annual!; 
raised for the purpose of keeping the grounds in t 
The enlarged powers conferred upon the local governiB 
body hy the amended Public Health Act enabled them i 
acquire gardens and recreation grounds, and to defray t 
expenses out of the rates. In this way, subsequently, 
secured the ground on the western end of Abbey Crescei^ 
and converted it iuto a pleasant promenade for visitorB. 

In the mouth of January, 1854, disturbances occurred 
in various tonus m Devonshire. As a measure of pre- 
caution, it was connictered desirable by the magistrates of 
Torquay to reorganize the special constables who had b< 
found so serviceable on a similar occasion in 1847, di 
the navvy riots. Five persons from among the nn 
respectable inhabitants of the town, selected from 
given in by the magistrates' clerk, were requested each 
seciu-e the services of twenty others who would be rei 
to undertake the o£Bce of special constable. These sevi 
divisions assembled on the 14th of January at the Toi 
Hall, where they were sworn in and received their sta' 
The Eifle Volunteers offered their services, which thi- 
magistrates accepted. It was thought expedient, however, 
to administer to them the oath as special constables, in 
order to preclude the possibility of their being individually 
exposed to vexatious prosecutions in the event of their 
using force to suppress a tumult. For it appears that 
although, as in the case of the Yeomam-y Cavalry, they 
are exempt fi-om being compelled to serve as special ooD' 
stables, volunteers cannot lawfully be called out in aid 
the civil power without an express direction from the Lord- 
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Lieutenant. In ttddition to this effective body, Commander 
Story, having received a request to that effect from the 
Magistrates, instantly made such a disposition of the 
admirahly-disciplined coastguardmen under his ordertt, as 
would have rendered their services available at a minute's 
notice for the suppression of a riut. There were sinister 
rumours Boating about of projected attacks on tradesmen's 
shops and the market, but the arrangements which had 
been made by the Magistrates were tolerably well known, 
and the preservation of peace was doubtless due to these 
precautions. 



The first Steeple Chases which took place in Torquay 
are especially noticeable from the fact that the ground on 
which they were held is now a thickly-populated district. 
These sports took place on Feb. 16th, 1854, at Plainmoor, 
or Victoria Park, as it is now known, on lands belonging to 
Mr. Cary. On the summit of a slope which commanded 
a complete view of the entire scene of action was erected 
a temporary stand capable of accommodating more than 
a thousand persons. The horses started at the left of a 
building in a meadow known as the Babbacombe Cricket 
Ground, passing over a stiff stone and brush fence to the 
Etand hurdles. The nest important leap was at the comer 
to the real- of the Free Chm-ch, and consisted of a high 
bank with dyke on the landing side. After crossing some 
fallow land at Plainmoor, a lane was next entered, but with 
a single jump on the going-out side. Taking the upland 
ground immediately in front of the stand, and running 
over some rough ploughed land lying parallel with the lane, 
the horses reached the extreme turning flag near The 
Qninta. and this brought them in the direction of the starting 
field, before reaching which was a tall brake, and, finally, 
close upon the latter was an artificial water leap, about 
twelve feet wide, well fenced with gorse. This overcome, 
the starting point was again gained, and the ground 
described having been twice more gone over, the winning 
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Sag was reached at the stand, the hurdles lia%'mg bei 
removed, allowing a ran in up a somewhat severe incli 
of some two hundred yards. There were forty-five 
the course. This was the only occasion on which the 
steeple chases were held in that locality. 

In 1864 the steeple chaseB were revived, and have been 
held everj- spring, except in 1877, on lands between Si 
Mary-Cbmch and Watcombe. on the sea-side of the ti 
pike road leading to Teignmoath, 
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An increasing demand for dwellings of a superior 
character drew into the town a number of workmen con- 
nected with the building trades. For these and their 
families very little accommodation was available, and much 
overcrowding was the result at Torre, Melville Street, and 
Pimlico. With the view of remedying this state of things, 
several gentlemen, acting with Mr. Palk, determined upon 
forming a local branch of the London Association for the 
Improvement of the Dwellings of the Industrious Classei^. 
A preliminary meeting was held late in 1853, and in the 
following January a Company was formed. The Association 
was instituted under a charter, limiting the liability of the 
shareholder to the amount subserihed. There was no 
intention of making it a trailing speculation, the sole object 
being to provide decent dwelling places for the families of 
the working classes. The capital subscribed was £2,540, 
in 102 shares of £25 each, distributed among 39 share- 
holders. The intention of the promoters was to erect a 
number of small cottages, and to extend their operations 
to baths and wash-houses. But as it was felt that the 
most pressing need was house room for single men, it vra$ 
determined to meet this want at once. An eligible spot of 
ground was secured at the western side of Stantaway Hill, 
and on it a spacious Modtl Lodging House, having a reil 
tile roof, was erected, from the designs of Mr. E. Appleton. 
It was opened in April, 1866, and was fitted up for the 
accommodation of fifty-two single men ; for each of the 
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lodgers there was a separate lock-up sleeping place ; And 
there was a large dining hall, reading room, and lavatories 
common to all. The benevolent designs of the promoters, 
however, utterly failed. The building was never fullj- 
occupied. At the openmg there were four lodgers ; in 
May. 1857, there were seventeen ; and the greatest number 
was twenty-one; quite insiifBcient to pay expenses. The 

■se was that there were too many reHtrictions on the 
liberty of the lodgers. In reality, the only restriction was 
that which required the doors to be closed at ten o'clock at 
night. For three years the Company kept on the Model 
Lodging House, and finding that there was no possibility 
of succeeding, the undertaking was dissolved. The house 
was afterwards carried on by a private individual as a 
speculation, but as that also failed, the building has since 
been converted into a beer house ! 

A few years later, as the difficulty of providing adequate 
house accommodation forced itself upon public attention, 
Mr. Falk determined if possible to meet it. He endeavoured 
to accomplish this by devoting the whole of the beautiful 
Tale of EUacombe to the erection of small dwellings suit- 
able for working people. Up to this time EUacombe was 
an exceedingly picturesque valley ; containing only one 
house (where the new Primitive Methodist Chapel now 
etands), with a lodge entrance on the site of St. Michael's 
Church. This house was for many yeai's the residence 
of Mr. Francis Garrett, a gentleman greatly eateemed for 
hiB Christian life and broad charity. The remainder of 
the valley consisted of gardens, fields, orchards, and 
hedgerows, enclosed on all sides by high hills. Sir James 
Clarke, M.D., when he nsited Torquay forty years ago, 
vas dehghted with the vale, and declared that it was the 
most completely sheltered spot of any in the neighbour- 
hood. Mr. Palk's design was to set apart the centre of 
the vale as an open space or recreation ground ; around 
this centi-al spot he proposed that rows of cottages should 
be built, and at a higher elevation streets and villa plots 
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were provided for. Mr. Palk explained bie vie-vrs 
public meeting lield in Torquay on tbe 7th of September, 
1859. He eBtimated that cottages containing a living 
room, wash-boUBe, pantry, two good bed-rooms, and closi 
with amall garden at the back, would realise Tj- 
cent. if let at ±7 5b. per nnnnm. He added that 
should consider bis EUacombe scheme less satisfiictory 
than he hoped it would tura out, if he could not reduce the 
rent even lower than that, for he was maturing a plan 
which would give the working man a kitchen, wash-himse, 
and two bedrooms, at about i'4 per annum, which would 
pay the builder from 7i to 7i per cent, on the outlay. It 
was unfortunate that Mr. Palk'e design was not completely 
realiHed. No sooner was the land thrown open for building 
purposes, than it was taken up by speculative builders, 
and the expensive nature of the designs, the increased cost 
of material and labour, and the great competition for the 
cottages, raised the rents to twice and three times the 
amount estimated by Mr. Palk as a fair rent for the working 
man to pay. Ellacombt^ has undergone a remarkable 
change ; the valley has been filled up more than twenty 
feet and now forms Eilacombe Green, while a new town, 
witli its cburcli, chapel, and schools, has taken the place 
of fields and gardens. 

It may, perhaps, not be out of place to mention in 
that on the 16th of June, 1855, the last vessel built in 
shipwright's yard under Beacon Hil l, now the site of 
Messrs. Hearder and Grimshaw's stores on the New Pier, 
was launched. She was built by Mr. Shaw, and was fi(l 
tons burthen. 

Church rates were made and levied with unvarying 
regidarity, without any ilecided opposition, until a Vestry 
Meeting held on the 19th April, 1855, when a proposal to 
make a church rate of one half- penny in the pound was met 
by an amendment "That this meeting, wholly disapproving 
I «f the justness of church rates, refuse to gi-ant one for tbe 
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COTQuig year." The latter having been carried, a poll was 
demanded. The poll lasted three days, April 20th. 21at, 
and 23rd, and the result was that there were for the rate 
217 ; against 266 — majority against the rate 49. Not cou- 
tent with this, the Vestry immediately resolved " That a 
petition be presented from this Vestry to the House of 
Commons in support of the Bill now pt-nding in the House 
of Commons for the abolition of church rates, and that 
BQcb petition be signed by the Chairman on behalf of the 
Vestrj', and be forwarded to Mr, L. Palk, M.P., for pre- 
Bentation," The petition was as follows : " To the House of 
Commons of the realm, in Parliament assembled. The 
petition of the ratepayers of the eccleBiastical parish of 
Tormoimn, in the county of Devon, in vestry assembled, 
hereby sheweth that your humble petitioners desire hereby 
to petition your Honourable House in support of the Bill 
now pending therein for the abolition of church rates. And 
j'our petitioners will ever i)ray, ifec— yigned on behalf of 
the Vestry. — Jos, H, Huiiu.'i." Another demiuid for a 
church rate on the 13th of April, 1861, led to the parish 
being again polled, and the result was— for the rate 251; 
Hgainst 281 ; majority against the rate 80. 



In the summer of 1856 Her Majesty again visited these 
shores. On Monday, the Uth of August, a squadron of 
steam ships was descried from the Baljbacombe Downs, at 
half-past ten in the forenoon. It consisted of the royal 
steam yacht Victoria ami Albert, Fuiry, Salainaitder, Osprey, 
Sparroukaiik, Black Eagle, and Vivid. The vessels stootl 
on and off Torbay some considerable time, while the Boyal 
yacht made at once for Dartmouth harbour, which she 
cDtei'ed at one o'clock. The squadron followed soon after, 
and anchored off the town of Dartmouth. Her Majesty 
and Prince Albert went ou board the river steamer Deru-eitt, 
in which they ascended the Dart beyond the beautiful 
grounds of Sharpham nearly as far as Totnes. The exquisite 
beauty of the upper reaches of the river were thoroughly 



198 THE HISTORY OF TORQUAY. 

enjoyed by the royal party. Ou their return. Her ^^es] 
and Prince Albert landed for the piii'poee of taking a 
and were received at the steps of the quay by the J 
Aldermen, and Town Council, At night Dartmouth was 
brilliantly illuminated, a compliment which was responded 
to by the Victoria and Albert. On the foUowing morning 
the squadron left for Plymouth. 

During this year a great impetus wafi given to th6 
building trade. Up to this time there was not a house on 
the south side of the road leading from Beouland Place t» 
the Torre niilway station excepting Pilmuk, Corclew. 
thatched cottage, and Tor Abbey; the houses ou the Warren 
Hill did not extend further than Bay Fort ; beyond and 
round to the Abbey Sands there was a delightful plantation 
of trees and shrubs, through which a narrow footpath 
led to the Meadows. Daddy Hole Plain and the ap- 
proaches to it were innocent of houses, and the slopes of 
the higher Lincombe and the Warberry were com fields 
and plantations of pines and fii-s ; while orchards within 
high hedges hounded the narrow turnpike road which 
from the town to Bishopstowe. The populous suburbs 
the end of the Upton Valley were then a furze brake 
coppice. 

In October His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, 
accompanied by the Hon. Colonel Cavendish and Mr. Gihbfi, 
his tutor, while on a tour in the West of England, paid 
Torquay a brief visit. The party drove from Teignmouth 
to Babbacomhe, where they spent some hours. .Vfter 
pausing through St. Mary-Cburcb, they walked on to 
Tori|uay, and bad a pleasant saunter through the i^treets. 
The Prince purchased a few ornaments at Bradford's, on 
the Strand, and the party left the Torre Station by the six 
o'clock train. 

The royal visit was very quietly conducted, and very 
few of the inhabitants were aware of the honoiu" conferred 
on the town until the Prince had left it. 
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The County Constabulary Act was applied in 1857 to 
nil places not boroughs having a population below 15,000. 
Captain Gerald Do Courey Hamilton was sworn in as Chief 
Constable of the county of Devon on the 16th of January. 
The Local Board of Health of Torquay were very anxious 
to retain the power of appointing their own pohce. Several 
meetings were held, and memorials were sent to the Home 
Secretary urging that Torquay might be exempted from the 
operation of the Act ; and it was advanced as a special 
argument, that although the population of the town was 
not quite 15,000 at the preceding census, yet there was 
reason to believe that that limit was exceeded at the time 
they wrote, and that, therefore, Torquay might reasonably 
claim to provide its own police arrangements. The 
inexorable reply of the Home Secretary was, that as the 
population at the last census was returned as under 15,000, 
he had no power to interfere. The result was that on the 
20th of May eight conatableB were appointed to the district 
of Torquay, consisting of "two first class men (one a 
sergeant), three second class men, and three third ; " the 
sergeant to reside at Torquay, and to have the supervision 
of Torquay, Paignton, St. Mary-Church, and Kingsker swell. 
The latter parish was afterwards transferred to the Newton 
portion of the police force, and a little later the Superin- 
tendent of the Division was required to make Torquay his 
head quarters. 

At the Devon Quarter Sessions on the 7th of April, 
1869, the parishes of Torquay and St. Mary-Church were 
constituted a separate pohce district of the Paignton 
Division, according to the provisions of the Act 3 and 4 
Vic, cap, 88, sec, 27, with a force of twenty-five constables. 
Hitherto, aa now, the two parishes belonged to the Division 
of Paignton, in which town the monthly Petty Sessions were 
held, at the Crown and Anchor Inn. Paignton was the 
superior court at which the more important divisional 
business — the granting of Ucenses, the appointment of 
OTerseers and constables — was transacted. The county 
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Sir L. V. Talk, the lord of the manor, who for many years 
bad resided abroad, returned to Torquay on the 17th of 
.June, 1857. He was received at the Torre Station by a 
lar^c number of his tenantry, who presented an address to 
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Being advanced in yeaxs, and in infirm healtb, be 
jj could only briefly acknowledge the kindnees which had thus 
been shewn him. He soon afterwards proceeded to Haldon. 
where he died on the 16th of May, I860, He was succeeded 
in his title aud estates by his eldest son, Mr. L. Palk, M.P, 
for South Devon, the present baronet. 

A crime of peculiar atrocity was perpetrated on the 
eveningof the 11th of November, 1857. Jonathan Itoose, 
] about nineteen years of age, called on a servant named 
Jane Stone, who was pregnant by him, and with a largf 
stone, taken from the wall-coping, beat her head with it 
until be thought she was bereft of life. The girl was taken 
to the Infirmary, and with careful treatment recovered. 
Boose was tried at the Devon Spring Assizes in 1858, for 
attempting to murder, and was sentenced to penal servitude 
for life. The sentence was remitted in 1876, and Koose left 
the country for Austi-alia. 

An entertaining chapter might be WTitten respecting 
the Bu.>4sian gun. The Local Board of Health, in 1858. 
jwtitioned the War Office for one of the trophies captured 
duiing the Eussian war. The request was gi-anted, and in 
April, 1859, the gun arrived at the railway station. Amid 
fervent demonstrations of loyalty the trophy was di'awn 
from Tone and placed in position on Gary Green. Some 
time afterwards, it was urged by several well-meanint; 
persons that the sight of tiie gun must be exceediugiy 
objectionable to the members of the Imperial Family of 
liassia who were residing in the town. In deference to 
their presumed Beneitivenefis the piece of ordnance was 
trBnaported to the Market, and afterwards to EUacombc 
Green, where it was treated as a piece of lumber. The 
absurdity of biding away the gun out of respect to foreign 
visitors was repeatedly referred to by a member of the 
Local Board who held a commission in Her Majesty's 
service, and at length, in 1875, the Russian gun was 
restored to its old place ou Gary Green. 

The new Baths were opened on the 8rd of August, 1857. 
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The ori^nal batbing house was erected by the late Mr. 
Pollard in 1817, at the lowest house in Beacon Terrace, 
now Sealawn, where the water was pumped in from the 
eea. It was felt that, as the requirements of the town had 
outgrown the capabilities of this useful establishment, a 
much more comprehensiTe enterprise was called for. 
Accordingly, in 1852, a Company was formed; the site 
fixed upon for the Baths was the sea front of a picturesque 
little promontory, known aa Beacon Hill, which separate<l 
the Bathing Cove from the Harbour. The shares were 
rt'adily taken up by the trading community, wiio considered 
that such an undertaking would promote the prosperity of 
the town as a health-resort. The sea front of the hill was 
cut away, and thus sufficient space was obtained for the 
enterprise. The building, which is in the Italian style, 
contains on the principal floor a well-proportioned saloon 
forty-four feet in length, thirty-eight feet wide, and twenty- 
five feet high, with a beautifully -enriched dome ceiling. 
The bay ^vindows open upon a terrace which commands a 
new of Torbay from the open channel to Waldon Hill. 
In either wing are hot, cold, plunge, douche, and shower 
baths, in separate compartments for ladies and gentlemen. 
There are also rooms appropriated for reading and other 
purposes. The whole of the basement is taken up by a 
spacious swimming bath, forty-five feet by forty-three, 
graduating in depth from seven feet to tliree. It communi- 
cates by four spacious arches with the open sea, access to 
which is obtained by steps leading from the dressing rooms 
into deep water at all times of the tide. The Ladies' 
Bathing Cove, on the eastern side of the building was 
greatly enlarged, and a substantial breakwater was made, 
extending from the eastern angle of the Baths to the Mill- 
stones, in order to protect the building from the violence 
of the south-easterly gales. This breakwater, however, 
was swept away during the great storm of October, 1859. 
The Baths were erected by Jlesars. J. T. and W. Harvey, 
from designs prepared by Mr. Julian. Although the estab- 
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lishmeiit has been a very important adjunct to the town, it 
was never a financial succesB. The Company were badly 
advised, and they met with obstacles from the first. There 
was an ever-recurring deficit at the end of the year ; 
difficulties were met with which demanded additional 
* means ; money was borrowed in excess of the capital ; and 
at length the Company wound up. As it had been in- 
corporated before the limited liability principle was applied 
to such undertakings, the shareholders not only lost what 
they had invested, but were called upon to contribute pro 
rata towards paying off the debt. Subsequently the Baths 
passed into private hands, and are now the property of Sir 
L. Palk. The capital was £10,000, and the total liabilities 
incurred amounted to i>18,000. 



CHAPTER THE EIGHTEENTH. 



The Water Supply us /uriiishtd liy the Lords of the Manor. — Efforts to ' 
obtain a New Supply.— Purchase of Local Works by tht Local Boani. 
Obtaining Water from Dartmoor.— Bringing Home the Waifr. — The 
Source of the Supply,— Description of tht Works.~~An Analytic of 
the Wafer. — Defects in the Water Main. — An Ingenious Renitdy.— 
Prince Alfred commencing his Naval Career in Torbay.—His Dining J 
in the Abbey RoaJ.~~The Disastrous Accidinl in Beacon Terrace. 



liERHAPS the greatest work accompIiBhed by tliej 
Torquay Local Board of Health was the scheme 
^ for provitUiig the towii with water. The rentori.- 
: was commenced in 18fi6, aiid completed on the 
8th of June, 1859. Previously to this the water , 
H derived from well)), springs, the rainfall care- 1 
fully collected in ciBteniB and tanko, or from the water-worksl 
of Su- L. V. Palk and Mr, Palk (the present baronet). These! 
gentlemen, in granting leases to some of their tenants, had! 
stipulated to provide them with water, but, as the town I 
increased they found themselves culled upon to supply thu J 
district irrespective of whether those who required it werel 
tenants or not — a contingency which was never contem--' 
plated at the outset. Their supplj- was derived from thr 
water-shed extending from Barton to the Coombe Valley, 
and was collected in a reservoir at Ellacombe. The water 
was exceeding bard, a quality imparted to it by the lime- 
stone of the district through which it flowed, and was, 
moreover, deficient in quantity. The question of obtaining 
a better supply bad been under the consideration of the 
Board since the latter end of 185L The authorities 
were fully cognisant of the defective character of the 
supply generally, but desii-ed to stave off the responBi- 
bility of initiating a scheme of their own. Notwith- 
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standing the complaints with which they were inundated, 
the Board declared (May, I65'2) that eo long as the 
water was delivered according to the terms and conditions 
wpecified in a recent report from the owners of the water- 
works "it would not he necesatuy for them to interfere."* 
The subject, however, was constantly pressed upon them, 
and, in consequence, in October, 1854, a special committee 
was appointed to ascertain the cost of providing water 
from Dartmoor. When this step was taken, the proprietors 
of the existing water-works sought for Parliamentary 
[lowers to supply the town. The Local Board, in February 
1855, petitioned against the bill. The result of this step 
was that the proprietors offered to sell their plant and 
interest for £5,000, In the month of May, the same year, 
the Board " declined to agree to the conditions attached to 
the proposal made on behalf of the owners," nor would 
they withdraw theu' opposition to the bill unless some 
guarantee was given that the wants of the town should be 
amply met ; they, however, expressed their willingness to 
renew their offer to refer the iiuestion of purchasing the 
water-works to arbitration. Shortly after this, the Com- 
mittee instituted by the Board recommended two alternative 
schemes ; the first was to utilise the stream at Keyberry, 
the second to bring in a Dartmoor streamlet from Hennock. 
The former was most in favoui" at first, being the least 
expensive. Subsequently the Board took a wider view of 
the question, and declared in favoui- of the Hennock 
scheme. Negotiations were entered into with the owners of 
the Torquay water-works, and after a protracted corres- 
pondence the sum of ±;5,'250 was agreed upon as the 
price to be paid for the plant at Ellacombe and the land 
in fee required at Hennock, Parliamentary action on the 
part of the proprietors was withdrawn, and the bill pro- 
moted by the Local Board of Health was carried to a 
suocessful issue. The Board also acquired the water-works 
of Mr. Cary, at Torre Abbey and Babbucombe, In Decem- 
ber, 1856, the Torquay water-works were commenced, 
under the supervision of Messrs. Easton and Amos, 
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engineers, and on June 8th, 1858, the water was brought 
into the town.* Owing to the great elevation of the source 
of supply above the level of the sea, it was found imprac- 
ticable to deliver the water direct from the mains, as the 
enormous pressure would destroy service pipes of whatever 
strength. It was, therefore, found necessary to provide 
two local reservoirs, one on Chapel Hill, to distribute the 
water among the consumers on the lowest levels, and the 
other on the Warberry Hill, to supply the inhabitants of 
the higher levels. The bringing in of the pellucid stream 
was attended by very little ceremony. Half-a-dozen mem- 
bers of the Board, proceeding to Warberry Hill, descended 
through a trap-door into the covered reservoir, and at a 
given signal the water gushed out of the feed pipe. 
Owing to the difficulty of supplying the neighbourhood of 
the Warberry and the high level districts of the Lincombes, 
Meadfoot, St. Mary-ChurcU» and Babbacombe, measures 
were taken for constructing another reservoir on the War- 
berry Hill. It was completed and opened on the 5th of 
October, 1872. It is 150ft. in length by 122ft. wide ; the 
dei)th is 22ft., and the water rises 19ft. 6in. It contains 
2| million of gallons ; the smaller reservoir, which is still 
in use, lias a capacity of about half a million gallons. The 
reservoii's are four hundred feet above the level of tlie sea. 

The water is derived from a spring which rises from 
the granite at Blackiston Rock, near Dartmoor, distant 
four miles from the reservoir and eighteen from Torquay. 
Thence it runs onward as a brook, receiving a few small 
tributaries on its way, until it reaches a pleasant valley at 
Tottiford, in the parish of Hennock, eight hundred feet 
above the level of the sea. At first the main led from a 
small reservoir which was originally a mill pond ; the jield 
was estimated at 720,000 gallons, but the actual delivery was 
311,000, and never exceeded 494,694, until the main was 
cleared of obstructions. After a short time it was found 

* Water from the main was let into the Chapel Hill reaervcir on Haicb 
17tli, 1S5S, bat the above is the date of the formal opening of the Wsrberfy 
reservoir, and of the distribution of the water in the town. 
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necessary to build a. storage reservoir near the soui'ce, as 
the supply fell short in the summer months. In ISfiO the 
Board obtained power to purchase laud, and the area of 
the reservoir was extended from five acres to twenty-five ; 
and in 1866 it was again found necessary to enlarge the 
reservoir by raising the dam. Little was needed to provide 
an ample storage reservoir. A strongly-built dam, span- 
ning the valley at the lower end, accomplished the purpose. 
Accordingly, instead of a large rectangular enclosure, which 
the term reservoir conveys to most minds, this is in all 
respects a miniature lake, of an irregular and sinuous form. 
This lake is upwards of thirty-five acres in extent, and 
contains over 60.000,000 gallons of water. The dam 
itself is an embankment two hundred feet in length, one 
hundred and twenty feet wide at its base, thirty-three at 
the top, and twenty-six feet six inches in height. In the 
embankment is a wall of puddled clay, varying in thickness 
from three to five feet. The internal surface of the dam 
and the overflow weir are faced with granite. Two twelve- 
inch cast iron pipes, furnished with sluice valves, pass 
through the dam for the purpose of regulating the supply, 
which flows on to Newton by gravitation, through a ten- 
inch iron main, and from thunce to Torquay in a nine-inch 
main. A roadway, enclosed between fences, is constructed 
on the top of the dam, and forms the means of access to 
the fai-ms of the neighbourhood. The reservou- is enclosed 
with a turfed bank and low sheep rail, and on the top of 
the bank is a hedge. The dam was originally designed 
to be thirteen feet, and has been repeatedly raised since. 
The reservoir affords fanly good trout-fishing. The right of 
shooting the water-fowl is reserved by Lord Esmouth, of 
whom a considerable portion of the land was purchased. 
The entire cost of the works amounted to £68,000, which 
Was raised on loan, the repayment to extend over a period 
of fifty years. The revenue derived from the water rent is 
more than sufficient to pay the expenses, the annual 
interest, and the amount set apart for the redemption fund. 
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The water is exceedingly pore. Mr. E. Smith, F.C.S., in a 
paper " On the Character of the Water supplied to Torquay " 
(published in 1878) says : " The chemical condition of a pot- 
able water is a matter of some importance, more particularly 
as to the presence and value of the organic matter therein 
contained. The quality and character of a water are fully 
and completely obtained by chemical analysis. In the 
case of doubtful or decidedly bad specimens, a microscopical 
and physical examination may sometimes afford interesting 
and instructive results. So far as regards the Tottiford 
water, the physical and microscopical examinations have 
yielded little or no results whatever ; however, for the sake 
of placing the facts on record, I have appended the details 
of the complete investigation : — 



Physical character 



Colour* 
Taste 
Smell 
Transparency 



Microscopical 



. . none 

, . . none 

.. none 

Slight opacity from 
minute particles of 
suspended matter 

Under a low power the suspended matter 
was seen to be composed of debris of 
leaves, woody fibre, parenchyma, &c. 
Several minute diatoms were observed. 
but nothing more than is usually found 
in the purest unfiltered water 

OniM 



r 



Chemical 



^^V/UQi ■•• ••• ••# •■• 

M^X llx C ••• ••• ••• •■• 

Magnesia 

1^1 vma ••• ••« ••• ••■ 

Amiuonia 

Chlorine 

Sulphuric Acid 

Iron, Alumina, and Silica 

Nitric Acid 

Nitrous Acid 

Phosnhoric Acid 

Metals other than Iron 

Carbonic Acid 

Suspended Matter 



par gallon 
*653 
•595 
•287 
? 

None 
•795 
•640 
•552 
None 
None 
Trace 
None 
•323 
•805 



Total Solids per gallon ... 4*650 



* Occarionally after heavy rainH, the water is slightly discoloured bj peatj 
matters, but without deleterious result. 
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Diuolffed liaiug' 



pirgiUon 
3fi35 



yitrogenoiU Orgai 

I aa free Ammojim , . . 

AlbiioieRoid ... . 



■0IM1233 
■005824 



Hftrdnesa 0°-61 (CUrke's) 

" These fignres will require a little interpretation. In 
the first place it will be noted that the total solids per 
gallon amount to 4'650 grains. By compai-isoa we shall 
gain Home idea of the value to be attached to these figureB. 
The water at the Lake of Geneva containa 10'640 grains 
per gallon ; the water supplied to London 2i'CfiO grains ; 
Loch Katrine water, considered to he the purest in Groat 
Britain, is stated to contain so little as 2-30 grains." 
The water has been analysed in subsequent years, and 
invariably with the same results as above. The daily 
yield in the local reservoirs was calculated to be 600,000 
gallons per day, or at the rate of twenty gallons per 
bead per diem for a population considerably in excess of 
20,000. The population was not then 18,000, but pro- 
vision, it was thought, was made for all the wants of the 
town for thirty years to come. It was also origliuilly 
intended that the supply should be continuous. Actual 
results, however, did not bear out the calculations, and the 
authorities were compelled to resort to an intermittent 
hupply. So far from the estimated yield being realised, 
the Board, in a few years, saw with alarm that the daily , 
tlelivery into the local reservoirs was diminishing. One 
of the pipes was taken up, when the cause of the deficiency 
was at once apparent. The extreme softness of the water 
had set up oxidation to such an extent, that the actual 
carrying capacity was reduced by about a thiid. In their 
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extremity the Local Board of Health consulted the la< 
Mr. Appold, an eminent engineer. By hia advice door-pipes 
^ere laid down at certain distances along the line of water 
main — that is, pipes which open on hinges longitudinally — 
for the introduction of an ingenious kind of scraper, of 
which Ml'. Appold was the inventor. This scraper may 
he hriefly described as an iron shank four feet long; 
at one end it is furnished with sharp knives diagonally 
arranged round it, which by means of powerful spruigs 
press outward. At the other end the piston is packed 
with leather to exactly fit the diameter of the pipe. The 
water having been drawn off, the scraper is inserted in 
the main by means of the door-pipe, which ia then cIobi 
Wljen the water is turned ou behind the piston it exerts 
pressure of several tons, and by this means the scraper 
propelled with great velocity, the steel knives effectually 
scraping off the oxidised matter, and thereby increasing the 
carrying capacity of the pipe. In this manner the main was 
treated, in sections, and many tons of oxide were removed. 
It was also found that oxidation was not the only cause 
of a reduced yield of water. It appears that in solderi 
the joints the workmen had coi-elessly allowed the moll 
lead to drop into the pipe itself, and these "lambs' tonguee^^ 
as they are technically known, spreading across the pipe,' 
materially arrested the passage of the water. In addition, 
B (i«antity of stones was taken from the pipes. Mr. W, 
Froude, a resident in the neighbourhood, cheerfully gave 
the Board the benefit of his engineering skill, and greatly 
improved the scraper. The cleaning process is now carried 
on at intervals of about a year, by the water-bailiff, Mr. 
T. S. Weeks, and the uiflow is much laiger than when the 
water was first brought into the town. The authoritiefl 
supply St. Mary-Church and a portion of Nevrton with 
water, and contemplate extending their mains to the 
Cockington district, one bouse in it, Mr. Froude's, being 
already supplied by them. In 1877, the Board obtained 
powers for enlarging their works at Eennock, by making 
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another storage reservoir of 80 acres, and adding a new 
main in sections, by winch a continuous supply will be 
secured of 1,000,000 gallons daily. The cost of this exten- 
sion will be defrayed out of the water rents. 

It toay fairly be said that His Royal Highness Prince 
Alfred commenced his naval career on the waters of Torhay. 
On Tuesday, the 6th of July, 1858, H.M.S. Eunidlag. 51 
guns. Captain Tarleton, on a channel cruise, anchored off 
Torquay. The Euryahis had been selected for the Prince's 
first voyage, and as his Highness had never been privileged 
tvith a sight of his future floating borne, it seems reasonable 
to infer that an arrangement had been made for the young 
sailor to see her in Torhay. At half- past ten o'clock on the 
morning of the 8th, the steam yacht BUitl: Ea{ile, with 
Prince Alfred on board, arrived from Ireland. The yacht 
having run alongside the frigate, the Prince, accompanied 
by his tutor, Lieut. Cowell, R.E,, was immediately con- 
ducted on board, when he was received by Capt. Tarleton, 
and formally introduced to his future messmates^ by whom, 
as may well be imagined, the event was regarded with more 
than ordinary interest. The Prince, led by the Captain, 
inspected minutely the different parts of the vessel, and 
was well pleased with the arrangements, which, however, 
beyond the appropriation of a cabin for Lieut, Cowell, em- 
braced nothing that could indicate the approaching abode 
of a Prince, Ha\Tng remained on hoard about an hour, 
the Prince, bidding adieu to Capt. Tarleton and his officers, 
returned to the yacht, the visit having proved mutually 
Batisfactory to the Prince and those on board. His High- 
ness did not leave Torhay without having a trip on shore- 
Crowds had gathered on the quay to give him a hearty 
greeting ; but, equally desirous of avoiding the excitement 
itending such a display of loyalty, he disappointed them 
by adopting the ingenious stratagem of his illustrious 
&ther a few years previously, namely, by landing at Bab- 
bacombe. While the Prince was on board the Euryaliu, 
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his naval instructor, the Rev. W. R. JoUey, hurried ashore 
to pay a paasing visit to hia father, Mr. Jolley, aorgeon, who 
was residing at Waterloo Cottage, in the Abbey Boad. After 
this the reverend gentleman, taking a carriage and pair 
from the Queen's Hotel, drove to Babbacombe. whither the 
Blach Eai]le had already proceeded. On landing, hia High- 
nesa was received by the Inspecting Commander and Chief 
Officer of the Coastguard, and the men belonging to the 
district, under arms. He was accompanied by Lieut. 
CoweU. Dr. Minter, and the Rev. W. R. JoUey. The party 
passed through the grounds of Mrs. Whitehead, and drove 
to the residence of the elder Mr. JoUey, where the Prince 
remained an hour and a-half. The Black Eagle had in the 
meantime returned to her former place off the pier. The 
crowd was still there, and more numerous than ever ; but 
the people were again doomed to disappointment, for a 
boat wafl sent to the Torre Abbey Sands, from whence the 
party embarked. The Blafk Eagle sailed the same evening 
and the Eunjalut left the next day. 

A tragical event marked the close of the year. Beacon 
Terrace was built in 1833 by Mr. Jacob Harvey, and in the 
arrangement of the premises, the servants' apartments were 
placed behind the main terrace and detached from it. These 
baclt premises abutted against a high wall which retained a 
piece of ground intervening between it and the Park Hill 
Boad above. This ground, originally a plantation of fir 
trees, had been converted into a kitchen garden, anil 
to make it more suitable for the pm-pose the retaining wall 
was raised until the top stood several feet above the roofs 
of the servants' rooms, the total height being forty feel. 
A succession of heavy rains soaked the ground and rendered 
the new wall incapable of resisting the pressure to whioli 
it was subjected. On Monday night, the 20th of December. 
1858, a block of masonry, eighty feet long and twenty in 
height fell upon the back premises of Noa. 2, 3, anil 4, 
when the inmates were in bed. The whole of the rear part 
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of these houses were immediately converted into heaps of 
ruins. Mr. and Mrs. Hambling, lodging-house keepers at 
No. 4, were crushed to death; Mr. and Mrs. Hellier, at 
No. 9, were dug out of the debris, the former having a 
broken leg and the latter a fractured coUar-bone ; and Mr. 
and Mrs. Tanner, at No. 2, were much injured, though not 
dangerously. 




Origin of llie VoluitUtr Movement in 1852. — Tlu Rifle Association. — 
Railing a Battalion. — The Torquay Company. — The Field-Day in 
Torquay, 1853.— The Sham Fight in Torre Abbey FieUs.—The 
Redoubt Carried by Assault. — iMrd Palmirslon and the Torquay 
Volunteers. — Efficiency of the Riflemen. — General Extension of the 
Movement in 1859. — Parmaliun of Artillery. Irregular Horse, and 
Engineers. — Differencts between the Exeter and Torquay Men, — 
Dismissal of the Latter. — CpiWiiiis Case of a Corps Disbanded 
in 1803. 



^HE Volunteer movement, which has smce become 
ao populiir, was evoked by a circular iesued by 
. the War Minister in May, 1859, inviting the for- 
, mation of Volunteer Corps. In the case of coast 
towns preference was given to Artillery Volun- 
teers, Undoubtedly this bold and patriotic step 
has greatly increased the moral power of England in the 
councils of European nations, and has happily put an end 
to the periodic war panics which from 1848 to 1859 dis- 
graced our annals. The creation of this new arm of defence 
was forced upon the Government by the thi'eateuing attitude 
of France, many of the French colonels having petitioned 
the Emperor to be led against "perfidious Albion," in 
consequence of the Orsini eonspiracj". It is not generally 
known, however, that the Volunteer movement really 
originated in Devonshii-e seven years before. JJurinjj 
those years a complete company of Ritie Volunteers bad 
been maintained in Torquay, and it was upon the ex- 
perience which the working of the Devoushirtt Volunt^.'era 
was enabled to supply, that the Minister of War, Mr. Sidney 
Herbert, formulated his instructions for the raising of « 
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army. On the 13tli of January, 1852, an influential 
ig was held at the Minerva Rooms, Exeter, when a 
was organized under the title of the Exeter and South 
Devon Rifle Association, upwards of seventy gentlemen 
enrolling themselves as members. At a subseijuent meeting 
it was determined to form a corps, and the Government 
having been communicated with, Her Majesty was gra- 
ciously pleased to accept the services of the Association as 
the " South Devon Rifle Corps." Accordingly a battahon 
was authorised to he raised " within the district bounded 
on the south by Dartmouth, Totnes, and the right bank of 
the Dart ; by Ashburton, Moretonhampstead, Crediton, 
and Tiverton, on the west and north; and the borders of 
Somerset and Dorset to the sea coast on the east ; the 
companies forming the battalion to have several points of 
assembly for drill and exercise at times best suited to the 
local convenience of the members of the battalion, having 
Exeter for its head ijuarters." These were the boundaries 
originally deflned by the authorities, but have been modified 
subsequently as other battalions have been called into 
existence. On the 5th of February, 1853, at a public 
meeting, it was determined to raise a company of Volun- 
teers iu Torquay, and on the '28th of the following month 
the adjutant attended and enrolled the first members who 
offered their services. Among tho.se who took the oath of 
allegiance were H. B. Rodwaj', W. H. Kitson, W. Hodway, 
C. Bodway, H. NaiTacott, \V. Marier, J. T. Eisher, J. Ellis, 
H. Rowe, E. Bond. A Town Committee was formed to 
promote the organization and provide funds, and in a short 
time the number of recruits was considerably increased. Mi-. 
Bodway, who had taken the greatest interest in forming the 
company, was unanimously requested by the members to 
allow himself to be nominated as their superior officer; he 
gave bis consent, and on December 23rd, 1853, received 
his commission as captain, and as major, November 4th, 
1868. Sir Stafford Northcote presided over a meeting 
held at Exeter on the 2nd of July, when it was resolved, 



216 THE HISTORY OP TORQUAY. 

'' That this meeting has heard with satisfaction the re- 
port of the progress of the Volunteer Rifle Corps, the 
first, and it is understood the only one yet under the 
royal sanction, and highly appreciates the importance of 
the subject. That this meeting gratefully receives Her 
Majesty*s gracious sanction to the formation of the corps as 
a high compliment to the county, involving a loyal obliga- 
tion on the part of the inhabitants to aid the undertaking 
by every possible means ; and that this object may be best 
obtained by such contributions to the funds of the corps as 
may enable the commanding officer to exercise his discretion 
in issuing arms to properly qualified persons free of ex- 
pense/' The Volunteers were required to provide uniforms, 
arms, and accoutrements, at their own expense, or at the 
cost of the local committee, exception being made in special 
cases, where the arms were supplied free. The first general 
muster of the battalion took place at Torquay on the 29th 
of August. The men, eighty in number, marched to Daddy 
Hole Plain and were di'illed. Arrangements had been 
made for a sham fight. The coastguard of the neighbour- 
hood assoinbled in their galleys with the intention of 
making a descent on Torquay, and the defence was entrusted 
to the Volunteers, but the rain fell so heavily and per- 
sistently that this part of the programme was abandoned. 
The affairs of the Company progi'essed so satisfactorily 
that it was considered if the Volunteers were to assume 
their proper position, the force must be considerably aug- 
mented. Accordingly an effort was made, and in less than 
twelve months there were nearly seventy rank and file. 
Tlie strength of the Torquay Rifle Volunteers has never 
gone below that number — a convincing proof of the 
patriotism of the town, especially when it is remembered 
that there was not then that cordial sympathy shown for 
the movement in influential quarters which is now so freely 
bestowed by the highest military authorities. In 1854, 
Mr. W. H. Kitson and Mr. W. liodway received their oom* 
missions, the first as -lieutenant and the second as ensign. 
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both having enrolled as privates and served as such up to 
the dati^ of theh commiasioas. A iieltl day aud sham fight 
on the Torre Abbey Meadows reads Bomewbat oddly now, 
the scene of the day's exploits being intersected by roads, 
and occupied by palatial mansions, villas, crescents, ter- 
races, and 6treetB, Nevertheless, such an event did take 
place on the 25th of July, 1855, and deserves a passing 
notice, in consequence of its occurring so long before the 
Volunteer movement became general. The Torquay men, 
reinforced by the members of the more distant companies, 
assembled in the forenoon, imder Capt. and Adjutant 
Moore (Exeter), Capt. Kodway, Capt. T. Pearson (Totnes), 
Lieut. W. H. ICitsoD, Ensign Rodway (Torquay), and Lieut. 
Uaynes (Totnes). It may be added that Sir John Buller, 
M.P., as Colonel of one of the local Militia regiments, his 
eon, Capt, Yarde Buller, and several military officers, were 
present. Having formed into three divisions, the Volun- 
teers marched to the Torbay Road, where an active contest 
was entered into for six prizes offered by the Torquay Com- 
panies — three iron targets having been moored five hundred 
yards off the sea wall. On the signal to cease firing bemg 
given, the men were marched to a marquee on the fields for 
refreshment. The mimic combat took place in the after- 
noon. The site of the present Abbey Crescent was a 
bramble brake, with clumps of fii' trees bebind, and was 
separated from the Torbay Road by a low wall. The yew 
tree now within the boundary wall of Crosby Lodge stood 
guardian at a httle wicket gate which led to the paths that 
wound along the well-wooded hillside ; the narrow beaten 
track at the lower side of the field is now taken up by 
Belgrave Road ; while up the valley, where the house 
known as Nepaul is situated, was a reservoir, which from 
its circular form and sloping sides had the appearance of 
a redoubt, and was utilised as such, the defenders being a 
party of workmen from Messrs. Starks' foundry. Two 
companies were formed, and an advance guard thrown out 
from the lino which proceeded up the centre of the field, 
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on the north-east of Torre Abbey. It was immediately 
received by a smart fire from an miseen foe in rifle pits, 
sorromiding a masked battery of nine guns. The main 
body, covered by skirmishers, then advanced in line, and 
the skirmishers having been recalled commenced file firing. 
The guns in the redoubt were then unmasked and opened 
fire. The line retired by files from the right of divisions, 
the movement being covered by the skirmishers. Having 
gained cover, there was a cessation of firing on both sides. 
The Bifles proceeded to take up a new position, a direct 
approach to the redoubt being impracticable. A few skir- 
mishers were detached to the left, and the main body, still 
under cover, proceeded to the wood on the right ; a central 
division, under Gapt. Pearson, formed in skirmishing order 
and threatened the fort, while Gapt. Bodway passing in his 
rear, occupied ground in a field behind. Skirmishers were 
then thrown out from the centre division, under cover of 
whose fire. Company No. 1, forming a column of attack, 
charged across the ditch on the north side and entered the 
earthworks ; the detached parties at first thrown out. but 
afterwards recalled, entering simultaneouBly on the west. 
The red flag on the staff was lowered and the Union Jack 
hoisted in its place, amid the hearty cheers of thousands 
of spectators. It would be difficult to describe the excite- 
ment which this excellently-planned scheme created. There 
was one slight casualty of an amusing kind. In order to 
heighten the effect, one of the men in the earthworks was 
dh'ected to discbarge some rockets ; in doing this one of 
the rockets slipped off the board on which it was placed 
and fell into a bucket containing the ammunition^ The 
explosion which followed caused some confusion for the 
time, and one of the garrison was carried off to the Infirmary 
sUghtly burned. 

It has been remarked in a former page that the Volun- 
teer movement in the West was not looked upon with much 
favour in influential quarters ; and it may be added that it 
was a standing joke among mihtary of&cers, although it 
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must be admitted that tbey have since Qoudoned this slight 
by the most botiourabte co-operation. In the House of 
Commons, Lord Palmerstou, on one occasion, in bia pro- 
verbially joeulai- manner, referred rather shghtingly to the 
amateur soldiers. Curiously enough the Volunteers of 
Torquay had an opportunity of returning good for evil. 
On the 2Cth March, 1857, after an electioneering trip to 
Tiverton, the Prime Miniater came on to Torquay for a 
brief sojouru. His intended visit came to the knowledge 
of Capt. Hod way, who determined that he should be 
received with military honom-s. The EiJies were called out, 
marched to the Torre Station (for the line did not extend 
further at that time), and were drawn up on tho platform. 
The express swept into the station, and aa the Premier 
stepped out from the carriage the Volunteers presented 
arms, the band played the NatiouEiI Anthem, and the 
spectators cheered lustily. His lordship was astonished at 
such unexpected honours. " Who are these ? " said he to 
the friends who had come to meet him. "Oh I" said 
they, " The Torquay Volunteers ! " " Volunteers ! Volun- 
teers ! " he slowly repeated, aa he collected his thoughts 
together; "Oh! yes, I remember." Then with an ex- 
tremely gratihed look he walked down the line of liifles, 
and entering his carriage, drove away amid the cheers of 
the crowd, whose enthusiasm knew no hounds. A lew days 
afterwards Capt. Rodway was hououfed with the following 
letter:— " The Cove, 30th March, 1857. 

"8m, — I request you to accept for yourself, and to 
convey for me to the other members of the corps, my best 
thanlis for the honoui' which you and your corps did me 
on Satui'day afternoon on my arrival in Torquay. 
" 1 am, Sir, 

" Yours very faithfully, 
" H. Barron Eodway, Esq. " Palmekston," 

The experiment of trusting arms in the hands of 
citizens as Volunteers — about which there was much con- 
tention at first — thoroughly succeeded in Torquay; tho 
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battalion drills at PowdiTlmro Purk and the field days at 
Milber Do\sn wtre holidays for the people, and the annual 
dinners given by the officers were events to be remembered. 
There was a Btroug feeling of cordiality among the men, 
which was eucouiaged in every way by Capt. Bodwaj, who 
was undoubtedly the life and soul of the movement iu 
Devonshire. It is a great thing to say, but it is no less 
true than great, that Torquay maintainetl a full company 
of Volunteers for several years, when the Eseter companies 
had dwindled down to less than twenty ; in fact, at one 
time the Volunteers in Exeter might as a body be said to 
have been extinct. The company enjoyed the proud dis- 
tinction of being the first in England. The vitality shown 
in Torquay was to some extent due to the Rifle Club, a 
body of gentlemen of the neighbourhood, who, while 
encouraging the use of the rifle, raised funds to assist in j 
the maintenance of the Volunteers and to provide prizes I 
and challenge cups for shooting. At the bead of the 
Association was Mr. March PbiUipps, who, perceiving 
what this little germ of volunteering might be developed 
into, advocated it in pamphlets and letters to the Cabinet 
Ministers and the Lords-Lieutenant of counties. 

In the autumn of 1858 and the spring of 1859 the ' 
aspect of the Continent was very warlike, and a rupture 
with France was deemed imminent, for the Emperor had 
been importuned over and over again to declare war against 
England. As usual, there was a panic ; the subject occu- 
pied every one's mind, and at the dockyards and arsenals 
unusual activity prevailed. An incident occurred about 
this time in connection with the Riflemen which is worthy 
of notice. At the dinner to which the men were invited by 
their officers on the 13th of Febmary, at the Union Hotel, 
(iO riflemen sat down. In front of the gallery was suspended 
the target at which four of the members had that day 
been practising, and it was riddled with holes. On the 
point of one of the bayonets forming an ornamental trophy 
in the room was the cartoon of Punch issued that week. 
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representing the Gallic Cock crowing on a dung-hill, with a 
qnotation from the addreBs of the Colonel of the 82nd 
presented to the Emperor deraiiuding to he led against 
" the den of aBsaasins." Beneath this piece of braggadocia 
was suspended a glove, which from its position seemed to 
be a qniet, nnpretending, yet significant intimation that 
whenever the wordy-valorous 82nd thought proper to pnt 
their words in execution, the Torquay Riflemen would be 
prepared for active service. 

In May, 1859, the Secretary of State for War invited 
the formation of Volunteer companies, and in a few months 
battalions and regiments of infantry, batteries of artillery, 
and squadrons of cavalry, sprang into existence throughout 
the length and breadth of the land. Immediately upon 
the publication of the Government circular, measures were 
taken for raising a second company of Riflemen, which was 
accomplished within a few months. In December, two 
companies of Artillery, the Fourth Devon Volunteer 
Artillery Battery, was formed under Mr. E. Vivian, on 
whom was shortly after confen-ed the rank of Major* ; a 
troop of Mounted Rifles was formed under Lord .Seymour ; 
and a meeting of the deputy-lieutenants and magistrates 
was held at the Castle of Exeter in order to consolidate 
the Volunteer movement. Government supplied the 
Artillery with two twenty-four pounders, and these were got 
into ponition on the 4tb of May at a battery on Corbon 
Head. The movement was entered into most heartily, and 
60 rapid was the progress made, that the local Volunteers 
were able to hold a rifle contest at Newton, in October. 
1800, lasting several days ; there were present, 650 infantry 
and 130 envalry. 

Lord Palmerston was enabled to see for himself the 
patriotic spirit with which Torquay responded to the appeal 
from the War Office, for on the 26tb of March, ISfil, Lord 
and Lady Palmerston again visited Torquay. The Rifle- 
men were drawn up on the platform of the Tortjuay railwa; 



I 



• In 1861 the Artillery Vnlunleers prraentcd M^or Vivinn witli b sword. 



J 



OF TORQUAY. 



I 



fitation, and when the train came in his lordslup «as 
received by Major Vivian, and the Rifles naluted by pre- 
senting arms ; the Volimteer Artillery fired a salute of nine- 
teen guns from their battery on Corbon Head, an honour to 
which his lordship was entitled as Lord Warden of the 
Cinque Ports. 

Considerable honour was conferred upon the Voluuteere 
of Torquay by the achievements of Sergeant Henry Itowe 
at the second annual meeting of the National Rifle Associa- 
tion at Wimbledon. The greatest number of points at the 
250 yards range for the Queen's Prize was made by Sergeant 
Rowe ; in shooting off ties, Rowe was second, and thus be- 
came one of the first twenty to each of whom was awarded 
a Whitworth rifle. His winnings altogether were a Whit- 
worth, value £25 ; Lord Dudley's prize, £50 ; a Westley- 
Richards rifle, value £35, with £35 added ; making in all a 
money value of £155. On ai'riving at the railway station 
he was met by the Volunteers, the band, and a number of 
the inhabitants, by whom he was escorted through the 
town to his home. Some days afterwards he was enter- 
tained at a public dinner, and he had the additional honour 
of having his portrait published in the Ulustruted Londm 
\etcs. A silver bugle was presented to the Riflemen on 
the 9th of April, 1861, by Lady Palk; the ceremony taking 
place on Daddy Hole Plain. In 1866 the Riflemen pre- 
sented Capt. W. H. Kitson with a handsome drawing room 
bronze clock. 

The Volunteer Engineers were not formed until 1862, 
Jfajor Rodway was desirous of having a few pioneen 
attached to the Riflemen, but this was afterwards improved 
upon and a company of Engineers was the result, under 
the command of Captain Edward Appletou. This led j 
subsequently to the formation of similar i 
Exeter and Crediton. 

The companies forming the Exeter and South ] 
battalion of Rifle Vohmteers worked harmoniously t 
until the summer of 1876, when unfortunately an i 
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parable breach took place. In July preparations were 
made for a grand review in Hyde Park, which the Volun- 
teers were inrited to attend. It was understood that the 
number to be sent by the Exeter and South Devon battalion 
was restricted to one hundred. The Torquay companies 
ftttendftd the drills at Exeter that were deemed neceseary 
to qualify them, and up to the last moment they were led 
to believe that some of them would be selected. But the 
day before they were to leave for London they were in- 
formed that the representation of the battalion would be 
confined to the Exeter men. It subsequently transpired that 
actually one hundred and sixty-four men were sent instead 
of one hundred. Feeling themselves slighted, the Torquay 
Riflemen asked their Lieutenant-Colonel, the Earl of Devon, 
for an enquiry into the eircumstanceB, but an official investi- 
gation was refused. Then they asked for permisBion to 
transfer themselves to the Fourth battalion, having its 
head-quarters at Newton, This also was refused, but they 
■were told that they might join the Totnes company as 
Bupemnmeraries, The Commander-in-Chief, by letter, gave 
permission to the Torquay men to form an independent 
corps, which they at once accepted, but as they could not 
for many reasons go to Totnea as supernumeraries, the 
liieo ten ant -Colon el dismissed them from Her Majesty's 
service. 

Curiously enough, more than seventy years ago a corps 
Volunteers on the Torbay shore was disbanded imder 
it may now be considered singular circumstances. In 

802 and 1803 there were bread riots throughout the 
kingdom. In this district much discontent prevailed. In 

803 it was determined by the people of Brixham to urge 
;pon the farmers the desirability of selling their corn to 

le millers, because at that time people who held stocks of 
im were holding back in the expectation of getting still 
;her prices. It was thought that if a procession of the 
ipeople were formed and visited the farmers in a body 
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Si^^ine co*>l might be done. Arrangementfl for the proces- 
s£::i vrre made, and a paper for signature was drawn up, 
in -a-Llch all who signed it expressed their willingness to 
Sell liicir com to the millers. One fine morning in the 
■ft -? -'■:'- the pr.xression started from Lower Brixham, headed 
bv :Lt r-An J. Manv of the Brixham Volunteers or Fencibles 
were ihirc in uniform, and with arms in their hands ; two 
or :hr^ of the officers were also present. The bulk of the 
provvssion consisted of fishermen attired in brand-new 
Suniaj o!?;bes. by all of whom the event was looked upon 
:;s a holiday. During the day several farm houses were 
vi>::cxl. a: all of which the party were treated to bread, 
ohr^<c. and cider, and the farmers readily signed the 
i>aivtr. Accorviinglv, the Brixham folks returned in the 
iT^iii::^: full of goi>l spirits, and assured that their spirited 
jvlicy would have an effect in reducing the price of bread. 
A wt-/i after the evtnt there was an unusual commotion in 
Brl\l;am. The Captain of the Volunteers had received an 
oni^r to :i>stmble all the men belonging to his company on 
a otrair. tveniiiiz. under arms and with all their accoutre- 
:r.t:::<. Fr^iu :'i:i^ and otht-r indications, it was evident 
:",::.: tV.-.r-. '.vr.s >•::>. thin i: wronir, and this vague impres>;ioii 
■'_.::::■: :■. :\'.:-il w-un it was understood that a ci^rtain 
:;i::.: r ':v::-._; :i: V»'atton had laid information on oath 
:'.::.: :iv. :vr::.-.d ir.ol- came to his housf, and that he had 
: o;:i ir. »v..-:d t-^ s:L:n a papt r prtsonttd to liim by an oftictr — 
'.r. r.v.'.f.rv.i. ur.d^r :inn<. from ft-ar and not willingly; t\l>n — 
::::■: ! v ::ad i::\\n tlum eidir and otluT refreshments undti — 
:. >. v.<i *f daniztr to himself and family; and that tlu 
r.i.^b wa- l.^adtd hy Volunteers, two of whose officer- 
known to ::im personally, were present taking an activi^ 
par: in rlio prooetdini:^. Matters looked very **lisliy'* fo 
thi^ usV.i-i:: town of Brixham, and the state of things w; 
not improved whtn it became known that a couple of Bo^ 
stroet runnors were in the town. The mission of the latl 
turned out to be fruitless, for on a sudden the two Voh 
toor olYioors translated themselves from Brixliam to 
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unknown, and did not return until many years afterwards. 
On the day appointed, the Volunteers were assembled in 
Underhay's yard, under the command of their Captain, 
who, fortunately for himself, from illness had been unable 
to take part in the procession. Colonel Drake and another 
officer rode into the yard. After a very brief inspection 
the men were ordered to pile arms. When this was done, 
Col. Drake quietly walked out to the road, and signalled to 
a mounted orderly who had been stationed half way up 
Fore Street; the orderly passed on the sign to another, 
and in a few minutes a troop of cavalry trotted into 
the yard and surrounded the Volunteers. The arms and 
accoutrements having been given up on the spot, the 
Volunteers were reprimanded, disbanded, and dismissed. 

As in recent years, so in times gone by, Devonshire was 
to the fore in measures of defence. In 1804 the Volunteers 
of the Kingdom, comprising cavalry, artillery, and infantry, 
amounted to 879,948 ; the county returned as the highest 
M^HS Devon, with 15,212; while Lancashire had 14,279; 
Tork (West Riding) 14,006 ; London, 12,460 ; Westminster, 
10,684 ; and Kent, 10,296. 
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* HE IU£I«sT to Tor-ioay uid Pftignton was opened 
on the In of An^ast. 1S59; bnt, before pro- 

_ .^^ cv^lir.- •? ^Itc an acoiuci of that important 
Sj^^^ cv^n: in th.; LisTorj- of the town, it is desirable 

Jfr^ !■:■ rtfi!^ i :Vw J ar::i::;!irj ri-~pecliDg the progress 
'— o: :hv rail^av .-yjtcin in the Jislrict. The South 
lJ';v',ri Lin-r '-vas opc-ctil from Estti-r as far as Newton on 
thf- :ilst I 'tc-: mber, 184*'. and passengers between that 
t'lWii dml Tur'iuay were eonveved by coach. It was 
uriyinally intended to propel the trains by atmospheric 
pn.T-fiiin', the- first trip by this motive power being made 
m-ar Kxoter in February, ly4"; and ou the 20th of Sep- 
tember a train was taken as far as Teignmouth. Wnle 
tlii-Hf (■Kjicriments wt-rc being made, the traffic was carried 
on by the ordinary locomotive steam engine. The atmos- 
plici-ic project, however, failed in actual working, and at a 
iiH'<lii]g of the shareholders held at Plymouth it was deter- 
mined to abandon it. A few months afterwards the pon- 
deroiiH tubes were taken up and sold for old iron. The 
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fine to Torre was opened for traffic on Moiiday, December 
18tli, 1848, after being vehemently opposed by a few of 
tha inhabitants who were of opinion that if a station for 
Torquay were erected at Allet, a hamlet between Newton 
and Kingskerswell, it would meet all the requiremtnts of 
the town. Happily the counaclfl of these auti-railway 
people did not prevail. The Company had obtained power 
to continue the line to the bottom of the Upton Valley, at 
the back of Upton Church, where it was proposed to place 
the Torquay Railway Station. The requisite land was 
bought for that purpose. But Dartmouth and the district 
around appealed, time after time, for the line to be carried 
in their direction, and hence it was deemed desirable to 
stop Bhort at Torre, that being the most convenient point 
from whence any future extension to Dartmouth could be 
made. The formal opening of the line to Torre wa» 
observed as a holiday ; the poor were feasted, and the in- 
habitants dined together ; to the former wtre distributed 
4,8!}4 pounds of meat and the like quantity of bread, the cost 
heing defrayed by public subscription. A procession of con- 
siderable pretension left the Hotel Square at eleven o'clock, 
and marched along the Strand, Lower Union Street, and 
Torre, to the Railway Station, to give a becoming reception 
to the Directors. Shortly after twelve o'clock the telegraph 
announced that the train containing the Directors had left 
Newton, and very little time elapsed before it was seen, 
decorated with evergreens, flowers, and flags, approaching 
rapidly down the incline under Chapel Hill. Sir John 
Boiler, who led the procession from Torquay, gave the 
signal for three hearty cheers as the Directors landed ou 
the platform. The cheers, in the words of the local 
chronicler of the event, "were echoed by the multitudea 
on the surrounding hills, assuring the Directors that in 
Torquay at least they had a cordial welcome, and that the 
enterprise and exertions of the Company were duly appre- 
ciated." A congratulatoi-y address was presented and 
promptly responded to by Mr. Woollcombe, the Chairman of 
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the South Devon Railway Company, A special train wl 
had been arranged for by the local committee then started 
on an excursion to Newton. It consisted of nine iirst-clafifl 
caiTiages* and fifteen second, and into these ahout twO 
hundred personB entered. "It was propelled," says th^. 
authority just ([uoted, "with t^eat ease by a single engine, 
and the seven miles [six] between Newton and Torre watt 
performed in thirteen ininutea," The return journey was 
made in eleven minutes. There was a grand dinner at the 
Royal Hotel that evening in honour of the event. As st 
as this initial step of opening up the South Hams, as thi 
district is termed, was accomplished, the inhabitants 
Paignton, Brixham, and Dartmouth, urged upon the n 
way authorities the necessity of providing facilities for 
transportation of fish nearer to Torbay than the station 
Torre. It may here be mentioned that those who w 
largely concerned in the important fish trade of Brixh: 
maintained expensive establishments of horses and vehicl« 
in order to convey the produce of the fishery from Brixham 
to Torre. As an illustration of the importance and charac- 
ter of the fish traffic, it may be mentioned that Mr.Wintle, 
of the London Inu, Brixham, kept large light spring 
vehicles, very much after the style of the modern " brake 
or waggonette, to which, was harnessed four fast-goi 
carriage horses. By this means fish for the distant marl 
were conveyed to the train at Torre, wherff it often ha] 
pened that the vehicles an-ived after the train had left. 
Nothing diuuited, the driver, knowing that the train mast 
stop at least hitlf-an-hour at Newton, and relying upon 
possible dfhiy, would push on for Teigumoutb, and rei 
that town in time to save the train. On a summer eveninj 
it was a sight to see these vehicles racing on to Torre, 
many persons wt-re in the habit of walking on to Livermead 
to see them pass. 

The directors were fully alive to the importance of the 
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demand made upon them, and in January, 1849, tliey, by 
letter, stated that they contemplated extending the line to 
Livermead, and "providing facilities for landing fish from 
Brixham by erecting a (jnay at Livermead." Unfortunately 
for the Company, but happily for Tonjuay, they were unable 
to reahse what they had projected. The tremendous losses 
which the breakdown of the atmospheric system entailed 
paralysed their efforts ; and, further, an extension in this 
direction was frustrated by the enforced necessity of watching 
and opposing the advances of rival companies in other 
quarters. It was not till eleven years later that the line 
was opened to Torquay, and then not by the South Devon, 
although they gave very material aid. In 1854 an agita- 
tion was raised for extending the railway from Torra to the 
harbour, and a petition to that effect was sent by the Tor- 
quay Local Board of Health to the directors of the South 
Devon, they having a Bill at that time before Parliament. 
The proposal was advanced quite as much on sanitary 
grounds as for public utility. The design was to tunnel 
under Torre, to emerge somewhere near the Abbey Itoad, 
and then to follow the line of George Street and Swan 
Lane ; by this plan the whole of that poor neighbourhood 
would have been swept away. Meetings were held at 
Brixham, from which petitions were sent to Parliament 
against the extension to Torquay, unless a quay was pro- 
vided at Livermead. But the Bill was withdrawn in April, 
and the intended Admiralty survey respecting the portion of 
the harl)our to be taken was not held, the depressed state of 
the railway interest, in consequence of a fall in the funds, 
being the cause of the postponement. All the efforts of the 
South Devon coming to nought, the inhabitants of the distnct 
took up the question of carrying on the line to Dartmouth. 
The first attempt was made during what is known as the 
railway mania ; the directors were largely connected with 
the commercial world ; the scheme was unauecessful, and 
left manj' bitter regrets behind. The second was made in 
1852, when the constitution of the directors was chiefly 
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local ; but this scheme failed in turning that terrible comer 
fio prejudicial to many Bills, the 81st of December, by 
which date the capital is required to be paid up. The last 
and successful effort was begun in 1856 ; but the directors 
experienced many difficulties in the selection of a line which 
should not be expensive and yet at the same time meet 
satisfactorily the wishes of those who had become share- 
holders. This was the Dartmouth and Torbay Railway 
Company. The preponderating majority of the share- 
holders invested their money not expecting to receive any 
immediate or direct profit, but shrewdly anticipated that 
as the district was opened up they would derive an ad- 
vantage from the increased value of the land and house 
property. In order to insure a certain amount of revenue 
from the line an ingenious expedient was determined upon. 
Torquay was anxious at that time that the line should be 
brought nearer to the harbour ; Brixham required a quay 
at Livermead. The directors resolved to place the station 
at Livermead, which would to some extent satisfy both 
parties. But, further than that, by this arrangement they 
not only accommodated Torquay, and Brixham partially, 
but secured to themselves a return which would go far 
towards meeting the deficiency on the other parts of the 
lino. For instance, every person who booked to Torquay 
(not Torre) would have to travel over the first mile of the 
Dartmouth and Torbay railway from Torre to Torquay. 
This skilful adjustment of means to an end undoubtedlv 
Kaved the Compan}' from absolute insolvency. 

The first sod of the Dartmouth branch was turned on 
Thursday, January 31st, 1858, by Mr. L. Palk, assisted by 
Mr. Woollcombc, the Chairman of the South Devon Com- 
pany. The event was a memorable one, for it was the next 
step towards the realization of the dream of a South Hams 
railway, connecting Torquay and Dartmouth with Kings- 
bridge and Plymouth. There were vast multitudes to 
witness the ceremony ; the Mayor and Corporation of Dftli* 
mouth attended in their robes, and the Volunteers fired 
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ToIlejB in honour of the occasion. The directors of 
the Tftrious companies concerned having met at the Torre 
Station, marched thence to a site in a field about five 
hundred yards further down the valley. Congratulatory 
speeches were made, and Mr. Palk, taking the spade, pro- 
ceeded to do the work assigned to him ; but, to the amuee- 
ment of the people and himself, he proved to be a very 
indifferent gardener ; for, although the sod was already 
prepared, he was obliged to have recourse to his left hand 
to get it on the spade. The Chairman of the South Devon, 
Mr, Woollcorahe, Rcareely proved better, for he went to 
work with such energy that the handle snapped off in his 
hands. 

The work was pushed on with great rapidity, notwith- 
standing that the conglomerate rocks at Chelston, through 
which a cutting had to be made, was as dif&cult to remove 
as the hardest limestone ; and in eighteen months the line 
was opened to Torquay and Paignton, namely, the Ist of 
August. It may be here remarked that months before the 
openmg day the inhabitants of Paignton had been holding 
meetings and arranging in what form the advent of the 
railway into their parish should be commemorated. It was 
jit length determined to feast the poor and make a monster 
pudding. It is said that, according to an old charter, the 
inhabitants of Paignton every fifty years give a large plum 
pudding to the poor. The previous one was made on the Ist 
of June, 181ft, and although the jubilee of fifty years was 
short by a whole decade, the inliabitauts resolved to antici- 
pate it on the ground that so great an event as the opening 
of a railway could only be adequately commemorated by 
the eating of a great ijudding. It appears that the pudding 
I made in 1819 weighed in all nine hundred jiouuds, and was 
I composed of four hundred weight of flour, 120 lbs. of suet, 
I 120 lbs. of raisins, and a large number of eggs. It was 
I hoiled in a large brewing copper at the Crown and Anchor 
I Inn ; it was contained in a huge bag, which was held in a 
I net suspended to a beam, from which it was lowered by a 
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tackle into the boiler, and kept just three inches off the 
bottom. After boiling for three days it was hoisted oat, 
placed on a waggon, and drawn to the Green by three horses. 
But those who had assembled to eat the pudding were doomed 
to disappointment ; the outside, from the constant boiling, 
had been reduced to the consistence of paste, and the inner 
part was not even warm. In order to secure success on 
the present occasion, it was arranged that the pudding 
should be baked in sections, eight sections forming one 
layer, the whole being afterwards built together. The 
pudding consisted of 678 lbs. of flour, 191 lbs. of bread, 
882 lbs. raisins, 191 lbs. ciurants, 882 lbs. suet, 820 lemons, 
144 nutmegs, 95 lbs. of sugar, a quantity of eggs, and 
860 quarts of milk; the cost was j£45. When com- 
pleted the weight of it was one ton and a-half ; it was 
thirteen feet six inches in circumference at the base, and 
five feet at the top. Besides this remarkable pudding, 
there were provided 1,900 lbs. of meat, 1,900 lbs. of 
bread, and an unlimited supply of the staple product of the 
Paignton orchards, — cider. The intention of the promoters 
was to feast the poor of the parishes of Paignton, Marldon, 
and Stoke Gabriel, as well as the navvies who had worked 
on the line, and their wives and families. Twelve lines 
of tables were erected on the Green, where the dinner was 
to take place. The best arrangements had been made by 
Mr. John Belfield, J.P., of Primley, but unfortunately that 
gentleman had been subpoened to attend the Assizes at 
Exeter on the day of the feast, and to his absence may be 
attributed the untoward contretemps which afterwards 
occurred. At twelve o'clock the procession moved off from 
Primley towards the Green ; the prominent features in it 
were the waggon of bread, two waggons of meat, each 
drawn by three horses, and the great pudding, drawn by 
eight horses. Arrived at the Paignton Green, the people 
took their seats and were supplied with the bread, meat, 
and cider, by a number of gentlemen, farmers, and trades- 
men, who acted as carvers and waiters. The pudding 
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to hnve been cut up and served after the dinner ; for that 
purpose the waggon containing it was brought within the 
rope fence which eurroundeii the tables, and placed in the 
centre. As the pudding was about to be distributed, the 
outside pubhc clftmoured for slices ; and, breaking down 
the fence, attempted to help themselves. Five policemen 
mounted the waggon to protect the committee as well as 
the pudding. Seeing the turn affairs were taking, the 
navvies and others at the tables, imagining that they were 
likely to be deprived of the toothsome delicacy, left their seats 
and swelled the tumultous throng by whom the unfortu- 
nate pudding, committee, and policemen, were beleaguered. 
The mob literally swarmed round the waggon, and mounting 
the wheels, proceeded to demolish the pudding; alarmed 
at the menacing attitude of the crowd, the committee threw 
the padding piecemeal amongst them. A disgraceful scene 
followed, in which men, women, and boys, struggled and 
fought for the possession of the pieces thrown out from the 
waggon ; and this continued until not a morsel was left. 
At three o'clock in the afternoon the first train came in 
with escnrsioniste ; but there were neither addresses pre- 
sented nor speeches made, for the majority of the directors 
were in London. It was estimated that there were not leps 
than eighteen thousand persons present at Paignton on that 
day. For weeks afterwards the Post Office was inundated 
with greasy packets, containing morsels of the pudding, 
sent off as so many souvenirs to distant friends. 

No sooner was the railway opened to Torquay than a 
great outcry was made against the Company. The directors, 
to distinguish one station from the other, had agreed to 
give the name of Torre to the northern or upper one, which 
bad hitherto been known on the railway tables as Torquay, 
and to name the lower station at Livermead as Torquay. 
The express trains also which stopped at the lower station 
passed by the upper. Meetings were held, at which some 
very absurd proposals were made ; one was to name the 
stations North Torquay and South Torquay ; and another. 
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to distinguish them, as Tormoham and Torquay. It was 
also urged that all trains should stop at Torre. Mr. Carr, 
the Secretary of the South Devon Company, wrote on the 
2nd of November, in reply to a deputation, *' That after a 
full consideration of all the circumstances laid before the 
directors by the different deputations in reference to the 
station at Livermead, the directors are of opinion that it 
would be inexpedient to discontinue the existing arrange- 
ments as to the stoppage there of the trains running in 
connection with the express trains, or to make any altera- 
tion in the existing names of the stations at Torre and 
Torquay." But this was not the only consequence of the 
opening of the Torquay railway station. Hitherto all the 
traffic between the lower part of the town and the Tom» 
railway station passed through Lower and Higher Union 
Streets ; the hotel omnibusses rattled along this thorough- 
fare to and from the station, and pedestrians bound for the 
same destination adopted the same line of route. From 
this it will be understood that Union Street was a very 
flourishing and business-like quai-ter. When, however, the 
route of the omnibusses was diverted to tlie Torquay station, 
along the Torbay Road, Union Street was almost deserted 
except by those who lived in it. The people became alarmed, 
and all sorts of remedies were suggested ; the most practical, 
and which was carried into effect, was the formation of an 
** Omnibus Association," with the modest capital of £500, 
in £1 shares. One omnibus was started to begin with, on 
the 3rd of October, the intention being to ply between the 
Union Hotel and Torre. As a preliminary, however, the 
turnpike trustees deniamlod and were paid in advance for 
twelve months the sum of 1*100, as a composition in lieu 
of tolls. This crippled the Association, and at the end of 
a month, omnibus, horses, and plant, were sold. For some 
time the trade in Lower Union Street undoubtedly lan- 
guished, but in a few years afterwards, when EUacombe 
was opened up and built over, when the Upton side of the 
St. Mary-Church Boad was taken up with villas, and the 
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fields and meadows between Waldon Hill and the two rail- 
way stations were laid oat for mansions and terraces, the 
trade increased to much larger proportions than it had ever 
attained before the omnibus traffic was diverted. 

Several proposals have of late years been made for 
bringing the line to the harbour ; one was projected by Sir 
L. Palk, who offered to give up a part of his harbour; 
another was to carry a line on piles across the inner bight 
of the Bay to the coal quay; and a third to construct a 
tramroad on the Torhay Road ; another proposed scheme 
was the extension of the Teigu Valley by a junction with 
the Moreton branch at Newton, and to ran on through 
St, Mary-Ghurch, having a station at Ellacombe. The 
inhabitants have latterly opposed any extension to the 
harbour on the ground that it would he used mainly for 
conveying ores from the Teign Valley for shipment in the 
Torijofty harbour. In June. 18R6, an endeavour was made, 
it was supposed in the interest of the Teign Valley railway 
promoters, to get an extension to Torquay, At a meeting 
lield on the 12th of June, Mr. W. Kitson moved, "That 
the station of the Dartmouth and Torhay railway being in- 
conveniently distant from the town, it is desirable that the 
meeting appoint a committee to consider and report to a 
public meeting whether an extension of the railway to the 
town is desirable and practicable." This was ntgatived by 
an amendment proposed by Mr. R, Dymond, "That before 
passing an opinion on the question of extending the railway 
into the town, it is desirable that the promoters should lay 
before the inhabitants such a plan and explanatory state- 
ments as will enable the public to judge of the manner in 
which their interests are likely to be affected by the pro- 
posed works." As late as the 15th of November, 1871, a 
nvimerous meeting held in Torquay declared in favour of 
the extension of the railway to the harbour, and an equally 
nnmerouB meeting, held on the 23rd of the same month, 
declared to the contrary. In 1876 the local lines were 
amalgamated with the Great Western, the Directors of 
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which in 1877 commenced the erection of a new i 
station for Torquaj'. 

The line was opened to Brixham Road in March, 1861.'' 
The Directors were received on the platform, and presented 
hy a deputation from the inhabitanta with the following ad- 
dress : " Gentlemen, — It is with unfeigned pleasure that in 
the name of the inhabitants of Brixham we congratulate 
you on the completion of the line of railway to this station, 
especially as we are informed that you have had to contend 
with considerable engineering difficulties. We could have 
wished that the line had been so laid out that we might 
have had the advantage of the station being nearer to 
the town of Brixham, and in such a position as ultimatelyJ 
to go on to Dartmouth as a continuous line, thereby^ 
securing to the direction the traffic between the twtf' 
towns ; and we consider that it would have been a, very 
great advantage to connect the magnificent bay and har- 
bour of Brinham with the beautiful land-locked harbour _ 
of Dartmouth, as we believe that both towns would bftvq| 
been considerably benefited by such a connection, and thai 
it would prove a great source of traffic to your company^ 
But as you have, no doubt after mature deliberation^ 
diverged from sucli a course, having, as we are informed 
been desirous of opening up a tract of country generally* 
known by the name of the South Hams, we shall hope to 
participate in the advantages which will accrue from this 
communication through such a large district westward, 
and will endeavour to persuade our fellow-townsmen to 
aid in constructing a branch from this station to Brixham 
harbour." This having been disposed of, there was a general 
rush for the few vehicles in the yard ; those who were not 
fortunate enough to secure a seat — and they were a large 
majority — were compelled to walk the two miles into 
Brixham. The fishing town was decked in holiday style, 
and the people were in the most gracious of moods. Of 
course there was the inevitable dinner, which took place at 
the London Inn, and a curious incident concerning it 
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deserves to be pat on record : Paignton had rejoiced in its 
pudding; therefore, it was held, BrLxham ought to glory 
in the prime commodity t»y which her people make their 
wealth. Accordingly it was agreed that there should 
be a fish dinner, price 13«, &d. per head. Seeing that 
Briiham is proud of its fish trade, it wan natural to 
suppose that there would be no difficulty in getting any 
quantity of the finny tribe on ho auspicious an occasion as 
tUe opening of the railway. But the fates decreed other- 
wise; for days before the opening there had been heavy 
easterly gales, and the consequence was that no fish were 
caught. Here was a dreadful dilemma! Gentlemen were 
iovited to Brixham to a fish dinner, and not a fish was to 
be had for love or money ! At last, on the morning of the 
auspicious day, oue of the perplexed promoters of the 
dinner bethought him that a week before a splendid turbot 
liad been caught in Torbay, but it had been despatched to 
Bristol. Was it possible that the turbot had not been 
disposed of? The telegraph was set to work, and the reply 
came that the turbot was still unsold. The telegraph was 
again resorted to, and the result was that the fish arrived 
Ijy mail train just in time to be cooked for dinner. The 
turbot had been kept in ice, and arrived in the nick of time 
to save the reputation of Brixham. 

It was intended to have carried the Dartmouth line 
across the Dart, that the station might be in the town, 
bridging the river at a point near Greenaway. Owing, 
however, to the powerful opposition which was evoked by 
the proprietor, Mr. Harvey, it was reluctantly decided to 
carry on the line to Kingswear, whence the passengers 
would pass by steamer to Dartmouth on the other side of 
the river. The line to Kingswear was opened on the 10th 
of August, 1864. 
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^N the 25t!i of October, 1859, the whole of the 
wQfitcrn coast was visited by a storm unexampled 
in the memory "of man for its extraordinary 
violence aiid the widespread destruction which 
it eiuised. Along the shores of Torbay the loss 
of property was enormous. The weather ilui-ing 
the early part of the day had been very variabltt, the 
wind blowing in fitful sqimlls. At noon it settled steadily 
at the 8outh-eaBt, the only point of the compass to which 
the northern shores of the bay are exposed. Notwith- 
standing that it was but half-tide, the sea broke over the 
Boutli pier of the Old Harbour. As far as the eye coiild 
reach, nothing could be seen but luige crested rollers 
nearly twenty feet high, advauciug shoreward with a terrific 
roar. Ships and boats, although doubly seciu'ed, brokt> 
from their moorings, and collided with each other. One 
collier shifting out of her berth at the Coal Quay, drifted 
up towards the Bank, and as she went rising and fallini; 
with the swell, the stock of her anchor hitched in the iroa 
railings in front of Vaughan Parade, and with every surge 
half a dozen of the palisades with coping and masonry were 
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wrenched away. As the tide rose the danger increased, for 
it unfortunately hapt>ened that the storm and the top of 
the highest spring tide for the month were concurrent. 
The water swept over the pier from one end to the other, 
at times entirely hiding it from view. Two large and 
ponderous wooden houses on the pier, usud by the Steam 
Packet Company and the Coastguard, were carried away 
bodily — one heing washed into the harbour. The pier 
itself was much damaged ; pits were scooped out at several 
places, and the coping of the Quay and the flag-stones of 
the footpaths were torn up and transported some distance. 
I Long before five o'clock, the hour of high tide, the water 
rose much above its ordinary level. Waves dashed across 
the Parades and Strand, inundiitiug the shops. For safety 
the boats were hauled up on the footpaths ; these formed a 
kind of barrier to the shops, but even then, however in- 
credible it may seem, clouds of spray were flung over the 
housetops. The danger was rendered all the greater by 
floats of timber, which, havin^ got adrift in the harbour, 
were coursing along the roadway. The carriage way in 
Abbey Place, Cary Parade, and the Torbay Road, waa un- 
diacemable ; Cary Green was covered with seething waves. 
By wading through the water and keeping close to the 
bouses, progress could be made a little beyond Sulyardo- 
Terrace, but no further. The whole of the Torbay Road 
was under water— a faint line here and there between the 
advancing waves indicating where the parapet wall stood. 
From Bock Walk the scene was indescribable. The whole 
of Torbay was in a state of ebuUtion never witnessed be- 
fore; the sea appeared to advance .in a succession of 
hage rollers, each several hundred yards in length ; and 
such was the mechanical force exerted by them that the 
very floor of the Bay seemed to be torn up. The water 
■was deeply coloured red, with the soil held in solution. 
The alternately advancing and receding surges tore away 
blocks of masonry several tons in weight and flung them 
back again as if they had been mere pebbles. The Torbay 
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Road was breached in foiir places,* In the fury of the 
storm the aea daehed against the wall, and then ehooting up 

in masseB thirty feet high, fell into the meadows, which were 
soon filled with water ; on the carriage road which crosses 
the meadow the water was six feet deep in many places ; 
the waves advanced up to thirty-one paces of the gate 
which stood in a line with the Spanish Bam. In the 
meadow on the Cockington side of the road a temporary 
toll house was carried up nearly to the footpath leading to 
Chelston. What aggravated the mischief was the fact that 
in the shipwright's yard, inside Beacon Hill, where the new 
quay stores are now situated, there was a pile of ball , 
timbers ; these were swept away, and being carried across 
to the sands, came end on against the sea-wall like so 
many battering rams. Several of the balks were carried 
far up the meadows. To those who stood by the Spauisb 
Barn it was a remarkable spectacle. Beneath the line of 
elm and ash trees which lined the road, the meadows were 
a sheet of seething water, which broke in wavelets at their 
feet; while beyond, columns of red-tinged water shot up 
along the whole line of the sea wall with a deafening noise. 
For hours the tide remained at an unusual height ; it was 
not till eight o'clock that any sensible ebb was observed. 

When morning broke a terrible scene of desolation met 
the eye. At the Baths the inner side of the breakwater, 
which extended from the southern angle of the building t(^ 
the nearest of the Millstones, was swept away ; a portion*- 
of the terrace was gone ; while the swimming bath an^fc. 
dressing rooms were thoroughly gutted. In the Bathing 
Cove several bathing machines and boats were carried off 
and broken to pieces, and the beach was stripped of pebbles 
and sand. The building material of Mr. John Harrey in 
the shipbuilder's yard was almost wholly cleaned out. Id 
the harbour the vessels appeared more like wrecks tbao 
anything else; spars and rigging had been damaged, and 
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the bulwarka of moat of them were smashed in. The 
Parades and Strand were encumbered with the boats which 
had been saved and the fragments of those tiiat had been 
wrecked, and gangs of men were engaged removing the 
sand and stonea with whieli the roada were covered. The 
Torbay road presented an extraordinary spectacle. The 
violence of the storm had done the work of destruction far 
more quickly and effectually than shot and shell. A short 
distance beyond Sulyarde Terrace, the wall and road close 
up to the hill side had disappeared for a length of about 
thirty yards. A little further on was another breach. 
Abbey Crescent fortunately escaped all iujury beyond a 
slight drenching from the spray, for being situated in a 
recess, it was beyond the influence of the storm. Opposite 
the Belgrave Road was another breach a htmdred and fifty 
feet in length. The massive blocks of red sandstone which 
formed the approach to the steps, although about seven 
tons in weight, had been carried across the road. In front 
of Torre Abbey was another enormous breach, where the 
damage was greater than at any other part, for the parapet 
wall in some places had been removed dovm to its founda- 
tion; abroad slipway to which carts gained access to the 
teach, shared the same fate. What remained of the road 
in the intermediate spaces was covered with sand, boulders, 
timber, and wreckage. At Livermead the wall and road 
were scooped away within a foot of the bounditry wall of 
Livermead House, down to the level of the beach. The 
meadows for several hundred yards above the railway 
bridge were filled with sea-water, presenting the appearance 
of a lake. At Livermead Cottage the outer walls stood 
well, but some of the lower rooms were inundated. 

Similar havoc was caused at Meadfoot. A good road had 
lately been made along the beach by Mr. Palk, il.P., and 
Mr. Dykes, as an approach to Kilmorie, situated at the 
Ilsham Valley. The road was utterly destroyed from one 
end to the other. The Roi/al Charter was lost the same 
night on the Welsh coast ; two of the small band of tur- 
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Tivora belonged to this placo — Mr. Bowden, of St. Maiji' 
Churcb, and Mr. King, a eolicitor, who settled at Brixham. 
The damage to the Torliay Road was estimated at £6,000. 
By laying down a trararoad on Livermead Hill, suBicient 
material was brought down to temporarily restore the roatl 
at Liverraead for traffic in the course of a week. But it 
was eeteral months before the restoration was complt-te. 

The town was supplied with gas from the new works at 
Hollacombe, in March, 1661. The history of the Company 
is a somewhat chequered one. As stated in a previous 
page the Company was formed in 1834. The works were 
erected at the head of the valley which is now known as 
the Public Gardens at Torwood, that site having been 
selected because it was fur removed from any houses. In 
the course of a few years villas sprang up in the neighbour- 
hood, and the works were removed to a quarry at the back 
of Temperance Street. Here, for a time, the wants of the 
town were successfully met, and the supply of St. ilary- 
Chureh was undertaken. But in a few yeiirs the constantly 
increasing growth of the town overtook the productive 
power of the works. Two rival companies were projecl 
the Torquay and St. Mary-Church Gas Company, 
proposed to construct a manufactory for gas on Oddicoi 
beach, and the other the Torquay Gas Consumers' Compan; 
Neither, however, came to any practical result. Unsbla ^ 
to enlarge the existing works owing to the adjoining groun^^ 
being built over, the Torquay Gas Company obtained ^n^::^ 
larged powers and purchased land of the Ecclceiastie^^j 
CommiRsioners in the Manor of Preston, in the parish ^y- 
. Taignton, The foundation stone was laid on the 28th JuIt, 
1859. In 1862 and 1865 further Acts of Parliament ww^' 
obtained, by which the Company was reconstructed. On 
both occasions opposition was raised by the Torquay LiraJ 
Board of Health, which caused much embittered contention, 
the efftcts of which took lears to remove. The cost tntlis 
parishioners alone was £500, without reckoning the Com- 
pany's liabilities. One of the conhequeuces of this contesl 
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waa the vrithdrawal of Mr. W. Kitaon from the chairman- 
ship of the Local Board of Health, ami although he has 
been repeatedly invited to resume it he steadily refused. 
The inhabitants, however, entertained Mr, W. Kitson at a 
public banquet, and presented him with a splendid service 
of silver. Finding that it was impoBsible to supply St. 
Mary-Cbnrch in a Batisfaetory manner, some portions of 
that parish being five miles from the Company's works, it 
mtbdrew from supplying that place, and sold what plant 
belonged to it in St, Mary-Church to the Local Board, 
who from that time undertook the manufacture of gas 
and the lighting of the town. In 1872 the gas works were 
again enlarged. In accomplishing tliis undertaking a 
serious accident occurred on the 8rd of May. While laying 
in the foundation of a wall the adjacent bank of uarth fell 
in and buried six of the workmen; they were all injured, 
but not fatally. The sum of £2-28 was subscribed in 
Torquay for the relief of the sufferera. In November, 1877, 
the Gas Company gave notice of its intention to apply to 
Parliament for further powers. 

The death of the Prince Conaort on the 15th Deceinber, 
1861, was sincerely lamented by the inhabitants of Torquay. 
On the 28th of the month an inBuential meeting was held 
at the Town Hall, at which an address of condolence to 
Her Majesty was voted. 

Torquay contributed liberally towards the relief of the 
Lancashire distress, caused by the war between the Northern 
ttnd Southern States of America. Nearly a thousand 
pounds was raised ; and among other gifts was a seasonable 
Bupply of fish; in November, 1862, there was an enormous 
take of sprats, of which thirty tons, of the value of £120, 
were sent off to Manchester as a contribution in kind. The 
, railway companies conveyed the fish gratuitously ; the gift 
was acknowledged as a welcome one. 

For several years endeavours were made to secure a 
County Court for Torquay. Suitors and debtors, witnesses 
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and jurymen, felt it a hardship to be required to attend the 
Court at Newton, six miles away ; and in the case of small 
debts, the distance and trouble in attending deterred many 
persons from availing themselves of this method of re- 
covering their debts. In the latter part of 1862 the Lord 
Chancellor was again appealed to, and the appeal was 
supported in influential quarters. In January, 1868, the 
welcome intelligence was communicated that the request of 
the town had been granted ; and on the 24th of April the 
first County Court was held in Torquay, the arrangement 
being for a Court to be held every alternate month. 

Great rejoicings took place on the 10th of March, 1863, 
on the occasion of the marriage of the Prince of Wales. 
The town was profusely decorated, many of the streets 
being spanned with gracefully-designed arches of ever- 
greens; two on the Strand were sufficiently wide on the 
top to accommodate parties of musicians. There was a 
grand procession of all the trades, which was ably designed 
and well carried out. Forming part of the procession were 
Lord Seymour's Light Horse, the Rifle Volunteers, the 
Artillery Volunteers, Sunday School children, Friendly 
Societies, and other bodies. In the Hotel square a con- 
gratulatory address to Her Majesty was read by Mr. March 
Phillipps from the balcony of the Eoyal Hotel; after which 
the children, numbering 3,052, sang a nuptial anthem. A 
public dinner was held in 'the Market House, which was 
visited by Miss Burdett Coutts and a number of ladies and 
gentlemen. Mr. Le Batt, of the Union Hotel, provided 
dinner for 3,500, and there was consumed 3,648 lbs. of 
meat, 3,648 lbs. of bread, and seven hogsheads of beer and 
cider. Following the dinner the women were entertained 
at tea, of which 1,800 pints were drank. Various public 
bodies dined together. At night there was a grand 
illumination ; nearly every house was Ut up — the exceptions 
were rare, and in out-of-the-way places. The Gas Com* 
pany supplied the gas gratuitously. A novelty in ilia* 
minating was the simultaneous lighting up of the hillB witll 
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eolonred fires, which produced a magnificent effect. There 
was also a display of fireworks on the Quay, and the 
Artillery made a huge bonfire on Corbon Head. Miss 
Burdett Coutts had her house illuminated with the 
magnesium light. 

Prince Arthur visited Torquay on the 8th of May, 1863, 
in the steam yacht Vivid, His Royal Highness landed at 
Anstis Cove, whence, accompanied by the Bev. W. E. JoUey 
and Major Elphinetone, he walked round the hilla and 
reached the top of Park Hill, behind the residence of the 
Hon. John Boyle, where one of the finest views of the 
town is obtained. Getting into a cab, the party di-ove to 
Waterloo Cottage, the residence of Mr. W. R. Jolley, sen. ; 
here the Prince remained for nearly three hours, and par- 
took of lunch. Afterwards Hia Royal Highness was driven 
in a carriage and pair round Torre Abbey, the Avenues, 
and other points of interest, and then, embarking at Torre 
Abbey Sands, dined on board the yacht at seven o'clock. 
The following day the Virid cruised round Torbay, giving 
the youthful Prince an opportunity of enjoying the cbarming 
coast scenery. The Prince landed at Goodrington, where 
a carriage and pair was ready to convey him to Berry 
Pomeroy. Having explored this interesting ruin, the party 
went on to Berry Head and thence to Totnes, wbere they 
lunched and then proceeded in a boat down the Dart, 
joining the Vivid at Dartmouth. 

The Princess of Wales gave birth to a son and heir on 
the 8th of January, 1864. A public meeting, presided over 
by Sir L. Palk, was held in Torquaj', when the following 
congratulatory addresses were voted to Her Most Gracious 
Majesty and their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess 
of Wales : — 

" We, your Majesty's loyal and dutiful subjects, residing 
at Torquay, in the county of Devon, beg humbly to ap- 
proach your Majesty on the occasion of the birth of a son 
and heir to their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess 
of Wales, and we beg to offer your Majesty our sincere and 
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hearty congratulations on an event of such great impor- 
tance to your Majesty and your Eoyal Family, and more 
especially to the nation at large, Aud we pray your Majesty 
to accept thia our renewed assurance of our loyalty and ! 
attachment to your Majesty's Royal person and throne, i 
with our earnest hope that this event may add to your'^ 
Majesty's happiness and to the prosperity of the nation at •' 
large." 

'■ We, the undersigned, residents and visitors at Torquay, ' 
beg to approach, your Highnesees with sentiments of loyal '* 
congratulation on the auspicious birth of a sou and heii', 
and we humbly pray that Divine Providence may watch J 
over the infant Prince, and render him a source of happi- 
ness to your Eoyal Highnesses, and a bulwark of the throne | 
and liberties of England." 

Tbe following were the replies ; — 

"Whitehall. January 31st, 1864. 

" Sir, — I have had the honour to lay before the Queen the 
loyal and dutiful address of the inhabitants of Torquay on 
the occasion of Her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales 
having given birth to a Prince. And I have to inform yon 
that Her Majesty was pleased to receive the address very 
graciously. " I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

" To Sir L. Palb, Bart., M.P., Torquay. " G. Grkt." 
" Marlborough House, PaO Mall, S.W., 

" February 6th, 1864. 

" Sir, — I have had the honour to lay before the Prinoel 
and Princess of Wales the address of the inhabitants and I 
visitors of Torquay on the occasion of the safe delivery oV^ 
Her Royal Highness of a Prince; and I am desired to 
convey their Royal Highnesses' very cordial thanks for 
their congratulations. 

" I have the honour to be, your very obedient Bervant, 
"To Shr L. Palb, Bart., M.P. " W. Knoli-ts." 

The foundation stone of the Imperial Hotel was laid on 
the 28th of March by Lady Palk. This joint-stock com- 
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jmaj, limited, was formed in 1863, with a capital of 
£70,000, for tlie purpose of acquiring the Royal Hotel and 
stablee, and to erect a larger hotel, better adapted for the 
requirements of visitorn than any existuig eBtahlishmcnt. 
Two villas — The Cove, formerly the residence of Colonel 
Meyrick, and The Cliff, occupied by Lieutenant Walker- 
were purchased, and on the site was designed the splendid 
building which now forms so striking an object on the 
shores of Torbay. On the parchment enclosed in the stone 
was the following inscription : — 

"The fnundkitioTi stone of tlie Turquny Hotel Compnoy waa laitl 
on Uouday, the 26tb of March, 1864, by Maria Uai-riet, wife of 
Sir Lawrence Vaughftii Palk, B»rt., M.P., of the county of Devou. 
Directorii, Sir L. Palk, Bart., ChainuEia ; EUw. Gulaiin, Deputy-Cliair- 
nma ; Loril Allan Spuuuer Cburehill, C. G. Cholmoiicleley, Eaj,, Lawaon 
Caiw. Esq., W. F. Splatt, Eaq„ I. B. To<jgood, Esq., W. Roliertaon, E«q., 
O. E. Wells, Esq, N. F. Uiiiacke, Esq., Sea. Architeitt, E. N. Cliftoii, 
Eaq. ; Solit-itor, W. Toogootl, Esq. ; Cuntractor, Mr, Drake ; Auditor, 
Mr. Johu Kiteoii.' 

The Hotel was opened in November, 1866, The building 
is in the Italian style of architecture, which harmoniaes 
with the rich scenery around. At the eouthern end are 
two square towers, with balustrades round the top, which 
produce a very pleasing effect. On the sea or south side 
the hotel appeal's to be one storey higher than at the back, 
owing to the natural slope of the ground on which it is 
built. In 1871 the hotel was conaiderably enlarged at the 
northern end. On the ground floor there is a tine arcade 
resting on ornamental pillarfl on arches with return ends. 
On the first floor is a massive Portland stone balcony, the 
whole extent of the sea front, and on the next door there is 
n line of lead flats to every bay window, enclosed with 
boinstrades. 

A disastrous affair attended the visit of the iron-clad 
ship Prince Consort, which came into Torbay on the 80th 
of March. On the Sunday following, namely, the 3rJ of 
April, a large number of the crew were allowed a few hoiu'.')" 
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leftve on shore, and they soon dispersed themBelveB ov«r 
the to^Ti. Many, unfortunately, drank heavily at the 
public houses. At seven o'clock in the evening the men 
assembled on the pier head, where the ship's boats were 
waiting to receive them, and they got on board in Kood 
time. Soon afterwards, however, about a dozen stragglera 
found their way to the pier head and were an:dons to rejoin 
their ship. Two fishermen, named Nosworthy and Hay- 
raan, prociured a boat and undertook to put tlie men on 
hoard. Twelve sailors got into the frail craft ; one of them 
named Winter was so druuk as to be unconscious, and was 
laid on the bottom -boards. The boat pushed off at half- 
paet 6even and had not gone more than a few yards when ^ 
some of the men protested against going any farthei 
the sea was too rough, the wind blowing rather strongly^ 
from the south-west. Accordingly the boat's head wa.s putl 
about for the pier, when the stem, which was deeper in th»« 
water than the fore part, was exposed to the wasli of tbefl 
sea. As one or two of the waves came in over, some of theH 
men made a movement forward, the result being that tho' 
boat was upset within a couple of yards of the pier head^4 
Unfortunately the people by whom the pier had juat beenfl 
crowded were driven off by a shower; the cries of the' 
drowning men, however, soon brought many of them back, 
when boats were put off and spars thrown over, but of the 
fourteen men which the boat contained, six were drowned. 



The Prince of Wales steamed down to Torbay in thtf 
VKtfiria nnd Albert yacht on the 5th of August, 1864, iDtent" 
on sea fishing. His Highness was accompanied by Prince 
Louis of Hesse. The yacht anchored off the Batfas. 
Entering the barge. His Highness was rowed to the month 
of the harbour, and at that time there were very few 
persons either on the pier or the quay. Contrary to ei- 
pectatiou, the barge did not approach the steps at the {)u 
head, but made direct for the landing place, opposite the 
bhop of Mr. Zelley, tailor. A tradesman named Henry 
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Wreyrord, with all the gallantry of a Sir Walter Baleigh, 
rushed into the tailor's shop, and seizing on the first roll of 
cloth that n'as within reach, spread it over the steps to the 
private carriage which was waiting for Hia Highness — a 
mark of attention with which he appeared to be very much 
struck. The Princes drove to the residence of Her Imperial 
HighneBB the Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, and then 
made a tour of the town ; but instead of embarking from 
the pier, where there were crowds of spectators and the 
Volunteers ready to do military honours, the party went on 
to Meadfoot beach, where a boat was waiting for them. 
Not to be disappointed, however, the Rifle Volunteers 
marched to Land's End and fired a feu-de-joie, while the 
Volunteer Artillery gave expression to their loyalty by 
firing salvoes from the battery on Corbon Head. On the 
following morning (Saturday) the Victoria and Albert got 
np steam and stood out as far as Berry Head, and then 
returned and anchored off Meadfoot, near the Great Rock. 
At the desire of the Prince, arrangements had been made 
for fishing the nigbt before by the Harbour Master, 
Mr. R. J. Slade, who had laid down ground-lines for the 
purpose of taking conger. His Highness desired to enjoy 
the sport of mackerel fishing, hut the season for that had 
p:issed by. At the liour appointed for hauling in the lines 
there was a flotilla of all kinds of boats in the neighbour- 
hood of Meadfoot. The Prince was rowed up to the spot 
in a barge, accompanied by two giga from the Victoria and 
Albert, and a third from which the proceedings were con- 
ducted by the Harbour Master. The water was very amooth 
and the fish could he seen long before they were drawn to 
the surface ; one of them weighed thirty pounds. The 
eport was very much enjoyed. On Saturday the yacht pro- 
ceeded to Dartmouth ■ and anchored in the Range, while 
the Prince, in his gig, rowed round the Britannia and 
returned. 

Dowager Queen Emma, of the Sandwich Islands, visited 
England in 16G4, and on the 8rd of November arrived 



260 THE HISTORY OP TOBQUi.?. 

at Torquay, on a Tisit to Wiag Burdett CoattB, by 
liberality a bishopric had been founded at Honolulu. The 
Queen, accompanied by ber necretary and other oiScers, 
attended ti mef^ting held at the Bath Saloon in aid of 
Honolulu Mission, and afterwards received a large uumi 
of ladies and gentlemen at dinner at the residence of 
Burdett Coutts, Ehrenburg Hall. 

'Well-deserved honours were conferred by the inhabitai 
of Torquay in 1865 on Mr. H. C. March Phillipps, who 
nearly thirty years had discharged the functions of 
trate ; filled various public offices; organised the Voluntt 
movenK'nt in 1852, seven years before the principle of 
Vohinteer force was generally adopted by the Governmei 
and supported it by several vigorously-written pamphlets, 
and skilfully arranged a scheme for raising a force of b] 
constables for service in the event of disturbances, Fi 
liis firmness of character and impartiality of judgment, hi 
was generally called upon to act as chairman at impoi 
public meetings. On the 2nd of November, at a thoroughly 
repreaentative meeting, a portrait of Mr, March Phillip] 
painted by Mr. Sydney Hodges, was presented by Capl 
Pbillpotts, on behalf of the subscribers, to the town, Tl 
event was commemorated by a public dinner, at which Mr.. 
March Phillipps was the honoured guest. The portrait 
was placed over the seat of justice in the Town Hall. 
Having thus recorded the recognition by the town of Mr. 
Phillipps's public services, this will be an appropriate 
place for noticing a brave deed which strikingly illustrates 
his private virtues and his humane disposition. On thi 
12th of April, 1873, as Mr. Phillipps was passing ali 
the road, in front of Sulyarde Terrace, be heard the cry 
a child in distress. Ou looking over the wall he saw a littltf- 
girl, about eight years of age, struggling in the water. 
The weather was cold, the wind was blowing freab from 
the south-west, and the water was rough. Notwithstanding 
this, and although he was eighty-two years of age, Mr. 
Philhpps, divesting himself of coat and watch, plunged 
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' into the sea. He swam out and was bringing the child to 
the quay when a young gentleman, Mr. Huntley Hooper, 
came to bis aid, to whom ho gave up the child, and gained 
the landing steps in an exhausted state. The circum- 
stance having come to the knowledge of tlie Royal Humane 
Society, they determined upon presenting two bronze 
medals to Mr. March Phillipps and Mr. Huntley Hooper. 
The medals were sent to Torquay, and at an iuflufutial 
meeting held at the Town Hall on the 14th of June the 
Rame year, they were presented with much ceremony by 
Captain Phillpotts, on behalf of the Society. The medala 
bore an inscription that they were given " in recognition 
of the courage and humanity displayed" by the gentlemen 
"whose names were duly recorded, "in saving the life of 
Ellen Couch, who fell into the sea, April 12th, 1873." 
The following year Mr. March Phillipps presented the town 
-with a Venetian mast, which was erected on Gary Green, 
and the Local Board of Health directed a brass plate to be 
affixed to the stone-work of the platform, on which they 
recorded Mr. March Phillippe's humane act. 

The new Post Office was opened in Torwood Road on 
the Ist of October, 1865. The first post office on the 
Strand appears to have been established as a sub-oflice to 
Brixham in 179G, for in the Torqiuty Directory of the date 
of January, I84G, oceurs the following announcement : 
"Mr. S. Eow, postmaster of Torquay, has resigned his 
office, after holding it for fifty years." The post office is 
described by those who remember it as having been "a 
Email passage adjoining No. 6 Strand." Mr. Blewitt, de- 
tailing the postal arrangements in 1832, says : " The 
Exeter mail, with the Teignraouth, E.teter, London, foreign, 
and other letters, from parts east of the place, arrives at 
Beven in the evening. These letters are delivered as soon 
after that hour as circumstances will permit. The mail 
leaves the Hotel every morning at half-past seven, arriving 
in Exeter about noon. The departure of the western post, 
.YliUx this Iritih and Plymouth letters, is at six iu the 
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evening, returning the following morning, when the de- 
livery takes place about eight o'clock. London letters 
take twenty-three hours to their destination ; Irish letters 
three days. The mail leaves Exeter for Torquay at three 
p.m." After the retirement of Mr. Row, the office was 
opened in Gary Parade by Mr. Ambrose Hall, who subse- 
quently transferred it to Vane Hill, next to the Freemasons* 
Hall. At his death, Mr. Bogers, the postmaster, removed 
it to the Eotunda, and subsequenly to Victoria Parade and 
Park Street, while the new offices in Torwood Street were 
being erected. Mr. M'Cann is the present postmaster. 

The annals of Torquay were in 1865 stained by a terrible 
crime, which gave rise to a feeling of horror throughout 
the kingdom. Charlotte Winsor was indicted at the Spring 
Assizes, along with Mary Jane Harris, for the murder of the 
child of the latter. The evidence was not conclusive, and 
the jury were, after five hours' deliberation, unable to agree 
to a verdict. It was Saturday night, and on Monday the 
Cornwall Assizes were fixed to commence. Accordingly, at 
five minutes before midnight, the Judge, Baron Channel!, 
summoned the jury into court, and in the exercise of his 
discretion discharged them. In the summer following 
Winsor was put on her trial alone. Harris, without any 
formal verdict as to her guilt or innocence being taken, was 
admitted as Queen's evidence, and gave such an account of 
the whole dismal tragedy as to leave no doubt of Winsor's 
guilt. Harris, by her association with a farmer named 
Nickells, became a mother in 1858. In the course of 1864 
she again met with Nickells, and in October gave birth to a 
second child at the house of a Mrs. Gibson. In December, 
Harris, who was in service, wished to get rid of the child 
as she could not keep it. She applied to Winsor, who was 
looked upon as a " wise woman," and had acquired ft 
reputation for skill in helping young women out of their 
difficulties. In her lonely cottage, near the second bridge 
above the Torre railway station, many a little vietim had 
been foully murdered. On the 12th of December 
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took ber child to thia cottage, and Winsor related to het 
e of her previous exploits. To quote the evidence of 
the wretched young mother, " She said that she had 
put away one of a girl who was confined at her house. I 
asked her how she did it. She said she put her finger on the 
jugular vein. She also said she had stifled one three weeks 
old of another girl." " I'll put them all by for thee," she 
told Harris, "if thee hast forty." The dismal drama was 
soon played out. On the 9th of February Harris again 
Wbnt to the cottage. On ber arrival she found her child 
tied to a chair, and Winsor's grandchild playing with it. 
The grandchild was sent to Torre on an errand, and then 
Winsor commenced ber operations. This is the evidence 
of the mother : " Sbe asked me if she should do it ? I 
;ed ber bow she could do it. She said, ' put it between 
the bed ticks.' I don't remember that sbe said any more ; 
but she took the child into a little bedroom. I did not then 
n, nor could I see what she did. She stayed there 
about ten minutes, and then came hack into the room 
without the baby. She said, would I look in ? and that it 
soon died ! I looked in and saw the bed made up, but no 
iCbild. I saw the child's body afterwards." This sealed the 
■fete of Winsor, and she was sentenced by Mr. Justice 
'Keating to be hanged. A celebrated legal personage, how- 
ever, intimated a doubt as to the legality of the second trial, 
and the Secretary of State therefore . postponed csecution 
tmtil the question of law could be settled by the proper 
itribimal. A writ of error was brought and decided against 
ithe convict by the Court of Queen's Bench. Her execution 
.at Eieter was fixed for the 11th of February, 1866, and 
preparations, had so far advanced that Calcraft had arrived, 
ivbeu the miserable woman was respited a second time. On 
the 11th of May Sir G. Grey, the Home Secretary, an- 
nounced that he had determined, under all the circum- 
Btances of the case, to r&commend that the capital sentence 
'possed on Charlotte Winsor should be commuted to penal 
servitude for life. 
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^HE series of dcstructire gales which marked the 
'- latter end of the year 1865 culminated on the 
^ night of January 10th and moming of Jaaosi? 
. 11th, 1866, in a disaster unprecedented in Torbsj, 
for not less than fifty vcsselB were wrecked and 
nearly a hundred lives lost. 
On the morning of Wednesday seventy-four vesselfi were 
at anchor, wind-bound, in Torhay; some were steftmeis, 
many were large ships, and the others were collifl«. 
coasters, and foreign traders ; several of these had reached 
far down the Cornish shore, but were driven hack bylbe 
Kouth-wcst gales. During the day the wind blew heiTily 
from the south-west, accompanied by a snow storm. "■ 
nine o'clock at night the wind backed to the Boutb, then 
suddenly to the south-south-east, and finally to the north- 
east, blowing with the violence of a hurricane. The vessds 
were literally caught in a trap ; they were completely em- 
bayed. A few slipped their cables, clawed out of the B»yi 
and succeeded in weathering Berry Head, The rest dn^ged 
their anchors. All night long there was a scene of ^ 
confusion. The inner harbour of Brisham was already 
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crowded ■with trawlers which bad run in during the day, 
and there were about twenty at anchor in the outer har- 
bour. Aa soon as the ships began to drive they found that 
their only chance was to make for Brixham harbour. To 
make matters worse it waa a pitchy-black night, the rain 
fell in torrents, and the sea broke over the pier. A Brisham 
pflot would have hesitated to make the attempt; but it was 
ae of life and death to them, and so large and small 
Bihips were crowding in for the narrow entrance to the 
harbour. In order that the mariners might judge of their 
hereabouts, lanterns were held at the pier heads and a 
bonfire was made ou the pitr of the materials the most 
readily accessible, and to the honour of the people of 
Brixham many of those who lived close by the quay brought 
out their straw mattresses to keep the beacon fire ablaze. 
Only a few succeeded in gaining the refuge ; among these 
were the Tangerine and Florence Nightingale. A ringing 
Bbont went up aa they passed the heads. Through the 
blinding sleet two vessels in particular were seen driving 
on; they missed the entrance, and, going to leeward, were 
dashed against the pier wall itself. It was an exciting 
scene. Aa the tall spars of the ships hang over the parapet, 
the brave fishermen of Brixham sprang on the wall to 
rescue those who could drop from them. Still on they came, 
ship crashing into ship, until at length eight were inextricably 
commingled. The two large ships WiUl Rose and Hubert 
St. Leon, in attempting lo gain the harbour, had run down 
several trawlers, which were ground to pieces between them 
and the granite pier ; so complete was their destruction 
that their remains could not be identified. The sea was 
covered with beams, planks, keelsons, stanchions, rigging, 
and sails, intermixed with barrels, casks of wine, boats, 
and bags of grain, spread broadcast. From these wrecks 
the crews were rescued by dint of the greatest hardihood 
and the most fearless bravery on the part oF those on 
the pier. Notwithstanding the hurtling through the aur 
of surging blocks and chains, and the imminent danger 
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they incurred from the falling spars, the fishermen fhrew 
ropes here, or hauled on a hawser there, to secure the 
wrecks; and, stretching forward into the gloom, dragged 
out many a poor fellow from the water; others were helped 
to crawl along the spars and rigging and were caught as 
they dropped on the pier. It was a work of great peril, for 
as the masts swayed to and fro, threatening to go by the 
board every moment, the sailors had to watch for a favour- 
able moment to make the terrible leap. Some of the men 
were rescued by literally clutching at a fragment of their 
garments ; others were hauled up by ropes which were 
thrown from the quay. A man named Mills drew 
fourteen men out of the water by his own unaided efforts. 

This was but a small part of the mischief wrought by 
the disastrous cyclone. Some of the ships foundered in 
mid-bay. Three men of the Cesarewitdi declared that they 
did not know how they were saved ; all they knew was that 
they found themselves on board the Jesse, with which vessel 
she had probably collided. From Brixham to Goodrington 
the shore line was dotted with wrecks. At Broadsands nine 
ships were on shore. Two schooners were totally \\Tecked 
on the rocks on the north side of the Broadsands, and seven 
vessels were driven ashore together within a distance of five 
hundred yards. As these drove ashore, one of them, a 
barque, ran into a schooner, and both were sunk, their 
upper works only showing above water. The crews were 
rescued by the coastguard. Of these seven vessels, one was 
the Fortitude of Exeter, another the Stati'ly, a large barque 
from the Danube, laden with corn, a French brigantine, 
and the Dorset of Falmouth. The Stately broke from her 
anchors at eleven p.m., and after vainly attempting to work 
out of the Bay, drove ashore shortly after one o*clock in 
the morning. Two of her crew got out the boat and endea- 
voured to land, but the boat was upset and they were left 
struggling in the water ; fortunately^ this happened near 
the shore, and the coastguard saved them. The men still 
on board, fearing the ship would go to pieces, made at- 
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tempts to land ; they threw out a spar mth a rope attached 
to it in order to effect a communication with the heach. As 
this did not snecced, a Brixham man, Jeffery Searle, volun- 
feered to Hwim out and hring the spar ashore, hut a brave 
fellow named James Nicks, of Paignton, would not allow 
him, declaring that as he waa the younger of the two he 
claimed the right to go off, and accordingly he plunged into 
the sea. and after a hard Htruggle with the surf hrought it 
in, hut was thoroughly exhausted mth the effort. Of the 
nine ships at Broadsands five became total wrecks. At the 
southern extremity of Broadsands a Dutch galliott was on 
shore ; the men were saved hut the master was drowned in 
his cabin. In Churston Cove a large ship went to pieces, 
and all that remained of her was a floating mass of tangled 
and jjouoded fragments. Of her crew of ten men only four 
were saved ; higher up the Cove was another vessel with 
only the loss of her rudder. Two ships were wrecked on 
the Brixham breakwater. Mr. Barter and his son rescued 
the crews of the Scythian, the Honowr, and the Tiioinas 
and Mary. 

All through that teiTible night, when even many a 
household had to moura the loss of one of its members, 
the people of Brixham acted with the noblest generosity. 
Private dwellings were converted into temporary refuges 
and refreshment houses; and at the Assembly Eoom eighty- 
five seamen were accommodated ; the floor was covered 
■with straw, and on this the poor fellows laid down m rows. 
At Elbury Farm Mr. Tully had the care of thirty sailors. 
Jlrs. Sheppard, at Brixham quay, the owner of one of the 
wrecked trawlers, kept open house aJl night, providing tea 
and coffee to the half-drowned men as they were brought 
on shore ; Mrs. L'pham also distinguished herself in a 
similar way. Mies Browse, the local hon. secretary of the 
National Shipwrecked Mariners' Society, quickly exhausted 
the few resources she had, but she issued orders for pro- 
Tiding accommodation, provisions, and railway fares, when 
the men were able to leave, and although the expenses 
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amounted in the aggregate to several hundred pounds, the 
parent Society honourably discharged them all. The yalue 
of such a Society was never more clearly established. 
Whenever a sailor is cast ashore, the nearest agent of the 
Society wUl provide for his immediate wants, and furnish 
him with sufficient money to pay his fare to the place he 
wishes to reach. 

As late as two o'clock in the afternoon of Thursday the 
coastguard were taking men off the wrecks at Goodrington by 
means of the mortar apparatus. As soon as the nature of 
the disaster became known, the Teignmouth life-boat was 
sent for, but the sea on the bar ran so terrifically high 
that she could not be launched, accordingly she was placed 
on the transporting carriage and drawn by horses to Tor- 
quay, and launched from the slipway opposite the Bank. 
That, however, was not until one o'clock in the afternoon, 
when all actual danger had passed away. 

On Saturday, the 13th, a committee of local gentlemen 
met at Brixham to enquire into the losses occasioned by the 
gale. Captain Milton, R.N., of the coastguard, said he had 
counted thirty-five vessels stranded between Warren Point 
and the Brixham Breakwjiter, and he expressed his firm 
conviction that many vessels had sunk at their anchors. 
Jean Mevard, a Frenchman, stated that there were from 
sixty to eighty vessels in the Bay on the night of the gale. 
Two French barques were lying near him, but he had not 
seen them since the gale; he believed they had sunk. John 
May, of the Zoe, said he saw a French brig founder during 
the night. Two steamers collided and went down. The 
committee came to the conclusion that, owing to the extra- 
ordinary character of the gale at such a time of the night, 
if a life-boat had been in tlie Bay she could not have savetl 
many lives. The loss of life was estimated at seventy- 
seven, and the value of the property destroyed at £'200,000. 
Out of the whole fleet about fifty of the vessels were 
wrecked. A few managed to ride out the gale, but two or 
three had to cut away their masts to secure safety* Dunqg 
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'^ fee niglit the wind might be said to have 'b]o\yn from all 
points of the compass, and bo rapidly did those variations 
occur, that seamanship, however skilful, was powerless to 
gaard against them. 

The news of this terrible disaster caused a profound 
impression, and meetings for the relief of the widows and 
orphans were held. Here in Torquay the subject was 
warmly taken up, and ^1,377 was subscribed to the fund. 
The relief committee dealt with the external claims before 
they took up a single local case ; one hundred and fiftj' 
men were relieved, at a cost of £650. The widows and 
orphans were sought out and gratuities were given to each. 
Later in the year rewards were given to the men who liad 
signalised themselves by deeds of heroism during this great 
gale. Christopher Bartlett — who was on the pier when the 
first vessel came on shore, was also instrumental in saving 
the lives of the crew of the Cttmhria, and who, later in the 
morning, when still dark, was lowered over the cliff at Open 
Cove by a rope, when it was uncertain whether there was 
any footing below, and when from the intensity of the gale 
and the beatmg of the sleet it was difficult to stand on the 
brink of the precipice, and by whose aid from thirty to 
forty men were rescued — received a suitable rewiud, as did 
also Mary Putt, a little girl who held the lantern over the 
edge of the cliff; Mrs. Mary Sheppard, Mrs. Ellen Upham, 
Mr. Gasking, Mr. Jeffery Saunders, and many others. On 
June the 23rd the Board of Trade granted four bronze 
medals to Christopher Bartlett, Ezekiah Curtis, Edwin 
Barter, and C. "W. Wyatt. 

Soon after the gale a public meeting was held in 
Torquay, at which petitions to the Board of Trade were 
adopted, praying for the construction of a breakwater ill 
Torbay. Admiral Sheringham, of the Admiralty Hydro- 
graphical Department, residing at Paignton, expressed hia 
betief that a breakwater 9,000 feet long might be con- 
gtmcted in from five to six years for £700,000. The Board 
of Trade replied that they had no money at their disposal 
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for such a purpose. Sir L. Palk also brought the subject 
of providing a harbour of refuge in Torbay before the House 
of Commons, but with no practical result. All through the 
summer divers were employed on the wrecks, and a large 
amount of property was recovered. The citizens of Exeter, 
touched by the harrowing results of the storm, provided 
the money for a life-boat at Torbay, which it was arranged 
should be launched in the autumn, but owing to the presence 
of cholera at Brixham it was put off. The committee, 
acting upon the advice of nautical men, resolved to station 
the boat at Brixham instead of the Torquay side, as it was 
more likely to be of service there. On the 10th of November 
the boat was launched amid great rejoicings, which were a 
little tempered by heavy rains. A dinner followed, which 
was attended by the Mayor of Exeter and a number of the 
citizens. 

During the year another remarkable casualty occurred, 
not far distant from Torbay. On the afternoon of the 
10th of July the coastguard on duty, and persons on the 
Torquay pier, were surprised to notice the approach of five 
boats, evidently belonging to a sea-going ship, and so heavily 
laden with men as to have their gunwales within two or 
three inches of the water. As they approached nearer they 
were, by means of a glass, made out to be seamen and 
marines. Very soon the boats rounded the pier head, and 
\vith thankful hearts the men stepped ashore. They 
comprised the crew of H.M. steam-ship Amazon and the 
survivors of the steamer Osprey, which had that morning 
been in collision, both vessels sinking. The Amazon, Capt. 
James Hunter, a new vessel just taken out of dock, and 
which left Portsmouth on Monday afternoon, the 9th, bound 
for the West Indies, came into collision half-an-hour after 
midnight with the Oaprej/, Bartridge, master, from Liverpool 
to Antwerp, about twenty miles off Torbay. The Osprey 
was struck amidships and went down in three minutes; the 
bows of the Amazon were stove in and she began rapidly to 
iill; her boats were immediately hoisted out and sent to 
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rescue the Otpret/'s crew, who were picked up, but bo rapidly 

did she sink that, melancholy to relate, ten or eleven persons 
went down with her ; among these were three or four ladies 
and six children. The officers of the Amazon declared that 
these mi(:ht have been saved had not the crew of the OspTcy 
been bo eager to save their baggage. The master's wife was 
put into one of the boats in her night-dress. Finding that 
nothing could save the Amazon, the men were told off to 
the various boats, the utmost order and discipline being 
maintained to the last, and they escaped with only what 
they stood upright in. The officers and crew of the Anutzon 
were 152, and the supernumeraries she had on board, with 
the survivors of the Ouprey, raised the total to 170. These 
were crowded into the boats like herrings ; there were two 
cutters, two gigs, and a dingy; one of the cutters held sixty, 
the captain's gig twenty-seven, and the dingy twelve ; many 
of the men were nearly naked, and were sheltered with flags 
and blankets, and some were wounded. Providentially, a 
dead calm prevailed, and to this the safety of the party was 
entirely due ; the nearest land was Torbay, twenty miles 
distant, and for this they made, being occasionally baffled 
by the fog, and about four o'clock reached Torquay. As 
Boon as they landed, the Victoria Club and Racket Court 
were at once given up to them by Mr. \V. Hearder, who, with 
Mr. E. J. Slade, Mr. Uniauke, and others, obtained for them 
an abundance of refreshments. Some of the officers went 
to the Club in Beacon Terrace, while othern pruferred the 
Queen's Hotel. In this way the shipwrecked mariners 
were refreshed and were enabled to leave by an evening 
train for Portsmouth. 
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* p:,Bt i: BmU 4 Xfw Stmt. — 
vd Szrti:. — H"-.£ntt^ car Str^uJ, — 



V EP.Y npid ui'i pr?i:*«siTe Kzides in street im- 
p r:'Vi;=ieQ:s «eK nude in the jeais 1865-&-7-A, 
?^ a,n i. perhaps, the nto^ important of all was the 
wii-roiDg of Fleet Street. It would be difficult 
for a stranger to reali=« what the street iras like 
tvcntj yean ago. The width of the road be- 
tween the West of EDgland Bank and the London Inn 
< now drrmoU^hed on the other side was bnt twentr-five feet; 
and at tbe upper end. between the angle of Mr. Prowse's 
property and the Hoftiealtnral depot, was only twen^- 
three feet, inclading footpaths. From one end to the other 
the road varied in width and form. From the London Inn 
to a {"lint oppos'ite the entrance to Lower Terrace was a 
row ...f sl-'ip- and houses constmcted mainly of lath and 
pla-tttr. wiiile oppofite stood a high garden wall, corered 
witli p istt-rs, oil ibc ground now taken np by Mr. Ardley's 
shop. iJtVMnd, to the i^pi-ning leading into George Street and 
Swan Strti-t by the foundry, was a narrow strip of ground, 
eight fret wide, which once formed the bed of the leat, as 
explained in a previous chapter ; and from this opening to 
the other end was a row of small two-storey double hooses, 
with gardens in front, which could only be reached by going 
down several steps ; while along the boundary wall, close to 
the path, was a line of fine poplar trees. In these houses 
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also in George Street the superior officers of the fleet 
during the FrPnch war were content to lodge. The second 
i| tuildiiig in this row waa the Wesleyan Chapel, built in 
|i 1807. The line of houses was terminated by a brewer's 
L jard, cow-honses, and pig-styes ; a few open atalls for the 
|. sale of fruit ; and at the extreme end the dilapidated re- 
znains of an old cottage, which seemed to be the legitimate 
Testing place of vagrant umbrella menders, from the fact 
that the ribs of an umbrella were generally exposed over 
the ricketty steps that led to the entrance. A more dis- 
creditable state of things could not exist. The question 
of making a new street from the Town Hall to the sea 
was agitated soon after the adoption of the Public Health 
Act. At the Local Government enquiry held on the 24th 
of March, 1864, it was represented that there had been 
much discussion, not as to the improvement itself, but as 
to the best way of doing it. There were at first two plane 
proposed — one for continuing the old line of Fleet Street, 
and known as the higher plan ; the second was through 
George Street, coming out at Abbey Place. By the former 
the whole of two blocks of houses would be swept away, 
and enable the Board to imite Fleet Street with George 
Street. This plan the ratepayers adopted. The Board, 
it was said, wished not only to widen the thoroughfare, 
but to get rid of what they considered a great nuisance, 
a number of open spaces between Fleet Street and George 
Street, which were used for many objectionable purposes. 
They also wished to remove the block of houses in George 
Street, and cause the new houses to be brought out with a 
more presentable frontage. For this purpose the Board 
sought power to stop up George Street ; application was 
made to the magistrates to close the road, but they were 
unable to make the order as the case for the Board waB 
incomplete. Notwithstanding the advice of many eminent 
aatborities, Fleet Street was made forty-five feet wide instead 
of sixty, as was originally proposed. In arranging for the 
opper block the Board met with little difficulty ; Mr. Prowse's 
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rrrzriie?. T':iiib. Zfz bid laiely built, were taken down and 
r=rLt.:ei 17 fbirs ;f zrvaccr prcrtensionSy and Messrs. 

Stiri :•: rii^^hi :i frleii'iid pile of buildings at the other 

cToi :: iIt ":l:ok. m-i in a short time that part of the 

z.^"^ 7tr— : -s^ii ^:z:^lr:c^i: this portion of the work was 

:tr.r:::z ±. lSc4. Ii t-a5 t-^iicved that if all the houses 

v-zTz ::=iTlT:-ri ir. :hc sarir manner as these, the street 

Tr::ili n:: :»f e::iill-ed I7 any in the West of England. 

Tzr= l::i5c:* l^v- Ire sior^v^. The height from the pave- 

zirz.: :: "Lir :.r :: :iz jomice is forty-five feet, being the 

Tii:! :: :lr r.;id. and the bright from basement to ridge- 

rx: if ?ir:7-ivf : the basement and shop storeys are built 

cf ir-rs^^i lizirs:onc. those above being built of hollow 

brlji. in :rlrr :o save the space usually lost by thick 

Tr-is.nry izl biitenin^. The windows of the shops are 

arv?hfd. :Lc iin of the architect being to avoid the anoma- 

l:uf ary^r.-r-iiLCt: prcs<:n;eil by most other shops, of the 

hoiLScs f:iindi::j: on the ed^e of plate glass, and in this he 

hif suovcrdt i. The windows of the shops are defended by 

ir::: irA^rrv .: v.rjuyii: r'jliii^e to capitals of columns. The 

rh-'v r./'-iis LiiV-. polishtd granitt columns, \\ith carved 

F:r:l.\:. ; ?: i.. oai::::.!.-. The luilJin«^s are crowned bv a 

h:«'.: T :: jl-*- i k-.rl- r^f. with an ornamtntal iron cresting. 

M,n:h:^ '.v.-v -;•:::: :ii:iv_:ooiation? for acquiring the ground 

:or :L-- I.-^lt l-lkci:. At Itnjrtli, on the 14th of August, the 

tenn- w^rt- L-.-:rttd to. On the iiOtb of August the material 

L'f :Lc ^hov>. hou>L<. and London Inn. were sold bv auction; 

and it was dcttrniintd thai the demolition of the buildings 

should Le marked by some demonstration. Accordingly, ou 

the same dav as the sale all the Local Board workmen, the 

members of the Board, with Mr. Sheppard, the Chairman, 

at thtir head, together with a host of onlookers, marched 

to the front door of the old London Inn. Standing on the 

upper step, the Chairman made a brief address, expressing 

his satisfaction at seeing the day arrive when the work of 

improving Fleet Street could be commenced; then, with 

the assistance of Mr. W. Harvey, the upper step of the door- 
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of the hostelry was removed, amid the cheers of the 
Crovd. The Chairman gave a dinner to over two huudied 
pwsoiiK the Bame eveiiiiig at the Union Hall, iii honour of 
tbtt uvt-tit. Unfortunately, to this day, the improvement has 
not been completed, owing to the want of agreement be- 
tvei-n the owner of Torre Abbey and his tenants. The bill 
of expenses for this work was aa follows ; To lease owners, 
£14,976 19s. lOd.; tenants, £609; garden and land owners. 
££70 4s. 2d.; ditto tenants, £32 10s.; law charges, 
£162 IGt. Sd.; bills and incidentals, £109 I5s. 6d.; labour, 
£70lU.5d.; Prowse'saward, £5,931; total, £2'2,150 7s. 2d. 
Sir L. Palk gave to the town his right to the ground of the 
leat. 

Twwood Street, at its Junction with the Babbaconibe 
and Park Crescent, was twenty-aii feet wide, and 
Identa were of frequent occurrence there, the Local 
of Health were petitioned on the 6th of Maich, 18G4. 
widen it by purchasing the end house of the Crescent 
,nd the frontage of the old market, ao an to make Torwood 
Street correaiKJud with the avenues leading to the Public 
Oardens. In Jnly arrangements were made for the pur- 
le of Mr. Jacob Harvey's property, and in 1860 this 
dndrahle improvement was completed at a coat of £3,000, 
the road being widened to fifty-tive feet. 

The Strand, like many of the thoroughfares, waa found 
too circumscribed fur the increasing numbers who used it, 
in January, 1866, the Surveyor prepared plana for 
-widuDing it from fifty-two to one hundred and ten feet, at a 
40st of £3,dOO. This was under consideration for some 
moaiths, negociations being entered into to ascertain on 
"what tenas a portion of the harbour could be obtained from 
Bir Ik Palk. A few years previously the hou. baronet had 
himself suggested th« filling up the inner port of the bar- 
boar. The authorities were gratified to learn in the following 
Hay, frum Kr. Kitaou, that Sir L. Falk was prepared to give 
whatever ground was necesaary, and at the same time 
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expressed his willingness to co-operate with them in what- 
ever was calculated to benefit the town. At their July 
meeting the Board agreed that, ** Sir L. Palk having 
generously consented to give up the necessary ground for 
widening the Strand, as shewn in the plans sanctioned by 
the Board of Trade, resolved that in the opinion of thiB 
Board it is desirable to carry out the proposed improvement 
forthwith, and that a meeting of the ratepayers be con- 
vened as soon as convenient." The parishioners sanctioned 
the proposal, the estimated cost being £8,500, and a 
Provisional Order having been obtained, the work was 
proceeded with. 

Improvements in other parts of the town followed in 
quick succession — the widening of the road from Tone 
Square to Brunswick Place from thirteen to thirty feet» the 
alterations in South Street, and the purchase of Mr. Caiy*fl 
interest in Gary Green, after a protracted negociation. 
Gary Green cost the town, including all expenses, about 
X'5,000. 



I PoUtieal M alters. -^Propoial to make Torquay a Borough. — Tht 
CoiUated Election for Bait Devon. — Abotilion of the Easttr Fair. 
— Laying tlu Foundation Stone of the New Harbour. — Various 
Harbour Schemes. — Opposition to Building in the Harbour. — 
'Neeeiiily for a Netii Harbour.— A FliH of Yachts Blown Off.— 
Description of the Works.— Opening of the Hurbour.—The 
Celebration. 



EW Year's Day of 1867 was marked in Torquay 
by a demonstration among the working classes in 
favour of reform. A procession of over a tbousand 
men marched to Eliaoombe Green, where reeolu- 
tions were passed calling upon Parliament to 
extend the franchise. Up to the passing of the 
Beform Bill of 1832 there were only two electors in the 
parish, and these were the owners of the manors of Torwood 
and Torre Abbey. By this Act hundreds of leaseholders in 
Torquay were enfranchised. The division of South Devon 
In which Torquay was then included, had always returned 
Conservative members, but the alteration in the electoral 
lawB encouraged the Liberals to believe that they might 
Becure one seat ; they succeeded beyond their expectations, 
for at the first election under the Beform Act of 1832* they 
returned two Liberal members — Lord John Russell and 
Mr. John Crocker Bulteel. Sir John Buller was the defeated 

In 1832 Hr. OUilBtane Biid aeversl members of iji« ftmily. including 
Mr. W. E. Gladstone, reaideil at Kock Hi'uee. Esrlv onu morning the Utter 
lantlenuii w«i oiUed Rwaj luddenly. having been put forwiird u ■ candiditi 
fer Kewark. In 1837 Cuptun Gladstone, It.N.. ivme forward as a candidate 
fbr Dartmouth, but rrtired before the election took }ilBce, b> he Tound it 
would be djflicalt to wrest the neat from the late Sir J. H Scale, Bart. 
Captiin Gladstone whs accompanied by hii broth(>r, Mr. Bobertson Oladstone. 
KDd both were rather roughl; treated. 
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Gonservative candidate. In January, 1S35, Mr. Bolf 
retired to save Lord John Buasell's seat. In Mny Lord 
John came doira for re-election in consequence of having 
been appointed Home Secretary, but he was defeated by the 
Conservative candidate, Mr. Parker, uncle of the Earl of 
Morley. The contest was a severe one, and there are many 
persons^now living who remember the party processions 
which marched through Torquay, and tlie addrees delivered 
by Lord John Russell from the balcony of the Eoyal Hotel. 
Mr. Bulteel was the last Liberal elected for South Devon. 
In 1837 there was an ineffectual attempt to re-seat him, bnt 
there has been no contest for the seat since, except by Lord 
Amberley in 1868, who failed to secure election. Mr. L, 
Palk (now Sir Lawrence) was returned in 1854 for Suath 
Devon; Sir Stafford Northcote opposed, but declined to go 
to the poll. Sir L. Palk repreaented South Devon unin- 
terruptedly in successive Parliaments until 1868, whentbe 
county was divided into three divisions, and he was elected 
as one of the members for East Devon. In the nen 
Reform Bill brought in in 1867, it was proposed to give a 
seat to Torquay. The proposal was received with mingled 
feelings of gratification and regret ; the former, because it 
was believed by the Liberal party that they were attong 
enough to return one of theu- own poUtical views, and tbm* 
he able to some extent to counteract the preponderating 
weight of the Conservatives in this part of the county; tbe 
latter, because persons on either side were afraid th&t 
periodical political contests would do the town more harm 
than good. When the Bill was debated in the House of 
Commons in the month of March, Mr. Butler-Jobnstone 
derided the notion of Torquay having a seat, and naively 
asked what interest Torquay would represent ; whennipoo 
a wag instantly retorted, "the pulmonary interest!" -Vs 
the Bill advanced, the promise held out to Torquay was 
withdrawn, and the seat was given to another town. Tlw 
Reform Act brought about very material changes, wbidi 
considerably altered the state of parties io tHe tovD- 
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5he lowering of the franchise and the creation of the new 
division of East Devon, with which Torquay waa ineorpo- 
, rated, were deemed sufficient reasons to warrant the Liberals 
in testing their own strength and that of their political oppo- 
nents. Accordingly, at the general election in November, 
1868, when Lord Coiirtenay and Sir L. Palk were nominated 
l>y the Conservatives for the two seats, the Liberals put 
forward Mr. Wade. The result of the polling over the 
entire division was as follows: Lord Courtenay, 4,108; 
Sir L. Pali, 4.036; Mr. Wade, 3,458. Sir L. Palk has 
fiontinned to represent the Eastern Division ever since. 

One of the local cnstoms which associated the past with 
the present was unceremoniously abolished in 18fi7, simply 
by the policeman's talismanic formula, "Move on!" From 
time immemorial a fair was held at Torquay on Easter Mon- 
day, and at Torre on the day following. "Whether the fair 
■WS8 ever granted by charter, or whether it was in any way 
connected with the Abbey — most probably the latter — there 
is no evidence to show ; but the custom was perpetuated 
jear by year without questioning. During Easter Monday 
Iiower Cnion Street was obstructed by stalls, and swing- 
jjoats were in great request in the opening by the little 
Independent Chapel, now St. George's Hall. On Tuesday 
Torre Square and East Street, as far as the four cross-roads, 
-Tcere blocked up with swing-boats, caravans, shows, and 
Hweet-stalU. At Torre the young fellows elected one of their 
order as Lord Mayor, and chaired him through the town, 
"levying contributions at every public house, after which they 
visited Torre Abbey, where they never failed to receive a 
'hospitable reception. The day's perambulation invariably 
mnclnded by depositing the civic dignitary in the horae- 
ipond at the bottom of the Avenues. At length the disorders 
which the fair gave rise compelled the Local Board of 
'Health to take decisive measures, and they accordingly 
■directed the police to prevent the thoroughfares from being 
.obstructed. So, when the purveyors of Easter amusements 
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were disputing among themselves as to the eligibility 
varioua sites, they were told to "Move on ! " An animated 
linguistic protest, more emphatic than polite, towards the 
governing body ensued, but the police were inexorable, 
80 the fairs were extinguished. 



t^ 




The most notable events of 1867 were the laying 
foundation atone of the new harbour, and the gift by Si ^ 
L. Palk and Mr. L. H. Palk of Ellacombe Green to tk::^ 
town as a recreation ground, both of which occurred c^:--, 
the 6th of September, when Mr. Palk attained his majority 
In the forenoon a large party of ladies and gentlemen in:::»«, 
in the shipwright's yard, beneath Beacon Ten-ace, and aF^e/ 
wending a devious path amid piles of timber, blocks gf 
hewn stone, and machinery at work, they reached a spot 
near the base of the projected pier. At this spot the stone 
was gracefully laid by the hon. baronet's ehlest daughter, 
Miss Palk, after which the party adjourned to one of ile 
sheds at hand, and drank success to the nndertaklng. lo 
the afternoon tbe members of the Local Board of HealUi 
met Sir Lawrence and Mr. Palk and their Mends at Ella- 
combe Green, where Sir L. Patk formally transferred tbe 
land to the town as a free gift. Two trees • were plantel iu 
commemoration of the event, one by Sir Lawrence and 
the other by Dr. Nankivell, the representative of the 
Chairman of the Board (Mr. Sheppard), who was preventel 
by ilhieas from attending the ceremony. The- proceedings 
were witnessed by several thousands of spectators. At font 
o'clock tbe hon. baronet and Mr, Palk and friends were 
entertained by the inhabitants of Torquay at a boniiusl 
in the Bath Saloon. To Mr. Palk waa presented a spIcnJiil 
silver epergne, together with a congratulatory address, 
The epergne consisted of an elegantly-designed pwlesta!, 
from which rose three female figures, aupporting a hollow- 
worked silver basket, containing a glass bowl. It cost 
160 guineas. The inscription ran; "Presented by tll8 

• The treea were iiiBliclouslj ilestrojed a fuw wm1i« nflermrdi. 
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iofasbitAQts of Torquay at a public banquet to Lawrence 
Heeketh Pa!k, Esq., on attaining his majority, 6th Sep- 
tember, 1867." 

In giving an account of the harbour, a few words by 
way of preface may be permitted. For very many years 
it was found that the Strand was not wide enough for 
the atream of carriages which almost blocked it up in 
the season ; the harbour was neither commodious enough 
nor Bufficiently accessible for vessels ; and for yachts 
there was no accommodation whatever. In the month 
of August, I860, a proposal was put forward in the 
Torquny Direetiyry for building a new pier or breakwater, 
for enclosing a portion of the harbour, and forming a 
Winter Garden on the space reclaimed. The public, how- 
ever, disliked the notion of a building in front of the 
Strand ; if a Winter Garden were allowed it might soon be 
converted into a railway station. Such was the argument 
of the objectors. Two years elapsed, and Sir L. Palk, on 
the 7th of NovL-mber, 18G'2, submitted a proposal to the 
Torquay Local Board of Health. He suggested that a road 
should be carried across the iiarbour from the bottom of 
Vftughan Parade to the Moi'itime Inn on Victoria Parade ; 
the inner part of the harbour to be filled and divided into 
I two strips, that nearest the Strand to be planted as a garden, 
while the other part was not appropriated. It happened, 
[ however, that in one of the plans this unappropriated strip 
of ground was marked " for building." It was also 
deeigned to carry a pier or embankment from the north 
qnay in the direction of Livermead about 200 feet, then 
taming towards Elbury Cove, to extend 800 feet, with 250 
more extending in a south-easterly direction ; the entrance 
to the harbour being covered by an arm 250 feet long, 
running from the inner side of the Baths ; the area of the 
projected harbour was estimated to l»e ten acres. Several 
public meetings were held, and the only objectionable part 
of the scheme was held to be the strip for building purposea. 
It was considered that if a new line of buildings were to 
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raised lower Aovra the hrtrbour, the Strand would becoms 
nothing more than a back lane. ThiR was virtuallv aban 
doned, and aB stated in a former page, Sir L. Palk gave ap 
sixty feet of the harbour to widen the Strand, In Ma] 
1864, there was a Bill before Parliament to confirm 
Provisional Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
General Pier and Harbour Act of 1861 ; among the orders 
so issued was one for the improvement, maintenance, anil 
regulation of the harbour of Torquay. It set forth that by 
an Act of the 43rd of the reign of King George III,, Sir 
L. V. Palk and his heirs and assigns were authorised to 
repair, enlarge, and rebuild the pier at Torquay, which the 
late baronet carried out accordingly. Under the Giineni 
Act of 1861 the present Sir L. Piilk applied to the Board of 
Trade for a Provisional Order to authorise him to make 
and maintain additional piers, wharfs, and other worka, at 
an estimated expenditure of £51,000. The contempiatd 
works comprised a breakwater, to be constructed of liin^- 
stone, commencing at a point known as Land's End or Pesi 
of Torre, and extending in a westerly direction 700 feet or 
thereabouts ; an extension of the breakwater to the outw 
MiHstone, such extension to be 140 feet in length ; and » 
wharf extending from the inner or northern end of the 
breakwater to the inner or eastern end of the proposed 
pier. The Board of Trade granted the order. This was > 
comprehensive and well-devised scheme, but it was newi 
carried out. In 1866 another Provisional Order was obtuned 
for a much smaller undertaking, and under ^vhicU the 
present outer harboiir has been built. Additional facihties 
were much needed; vessels were obUged to wait for ths 
tide in order to enter or leave the harbour, and there 
always a difBculty in landing passengers from steamers,1 
unless near the time of high water. Good anchorage aod 
shelter from the easterly gales were also requisite ; for the 
insecurity of the harbour prevented steamers and traden 
frequenting it. A remarkable illustration of thia was 
afforded in August, 1864. The Royal Victoria Yacht aub, 
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arrangine for one of their Channel matchea, fixed upon 
Torquay as the goal, and matters were so ordered that tho 
Torbay Royal Regatta was to follow the day after. The 
racing craft, with a fleet of others, had a pleasant run 
down Channel. More tiian a hundred were anchored off 
the town that evening, and as night fell and each vessel 
shewed its anchor and maat-head lights, the scene was 
Btrikingfy fine. Everything gave promise for a Bplendid 
regatta on the morrow. The morning hroke, and alas ! 
what a siglit ! A gale of wind from the eastward had 
Bprung up, the sea was very wild, and there being no shel- 
tered anchorage the yachts were obliged to alip their cables 
and run for Dartmouth. Only half-a-dozen yachts remained 
plunging heavily at then- anchors, with topmasts struck and 
Btorm sails ready for hoisting. Since the construction of 
the new harbour no such casualty has again occm-red. The 
works were commenced in 1867. It has been stated in a 
former page that the face of Beacon Hill was cut away 
to make room for the Batha ; the remainder of the hill 
was now razed to the level of the sea for the double pur- 
pose of building the large Saloon and the extensive range 
of Gtores on the quay, and to provide material with which 
to construct the quays. The base line of the foundation of 
the pier, that ia to say, its width from the inner wall to 
the outer side ia one hundred and seventy feet, and its 
thickness at the top is forty-one feet. A strong parapet. 
eight feet wide, runs the whole length of tho pier, with a 
raised promenade inside. The method of constructing the 
quay was first to drive piles into the sea bottom and then 
to erect strong staging thereon, on which lines of rails were 
laid and lengthened as the work progressed. The foundation 
consists of blocks of concrete, formed of Portland cement, 
sand, and broken stone ; some of theae blocks were ten and 
thirteen feet long, four in height, and the same in width, 
the weight of the largest being about twenty tons. These 
blocks were hoisted on to a traveller, conveyed to the point 
required, lowered into the sea, and fitted Into the places 
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designed for them by divers. Seventy-five of suon 

were required to m^ke twenty feet of the pier. The whole 
of the works cost Uttle short of £70,000. The engineer 
was Mr. Margary, the architect Mr, J. W. Rowell, and 
the builder Mr. James Mounstephen. The harbour waB 
completed in August, 1870, and its formal opening synchro- 
nized with the Torbay Royal Regatta, held on Friday, 
Saturday, Monday, Tuesiday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 
the I9th, SOth, aSnd, 23rd, 24th, and 25th of Aagii8t._ 
Sir L. Palk offered a hundred guinea cup for a Chai 
race from Cowes to Torquay, and the Yacht Clubs offfcfi 
similar prizes ; the result was that there was a niagnifice 
muster of yachts in Torbay. On the 20lh Sir L. 
formally declared the harbour to be open. The torn 
people gave a grand dinner in the large Saloon, to which »H.l 
the yacht owners were invited, and upwards of four hnndreJ 
and fifty gentlemen dined together. The importance of the 
harbour has been abundantly proved of late years, for 
through it Torbay has become a favourite yachting station, 
and is much frequented during the summer. The con- 
etruction of such extensive works was looked upon afl "i^ 
opening up of a new era in the history of the town, and 
the inhabitants were deeply sensible of the benefit)^ wbioh 
the promoter had conferred upon them, Accordinglj, a* 
the banquet above referred to, it was determined that Bome 
pubHc recognition should be made of the importance thsy 
attached to it, and their appreciation of his efforts t" 
advance the welfare of Torquay. There was a general 
concurrence of opinion that the best form this acknow- 
ledgment could take and which at the name time Troold ^ 
the most gratifying to the feelings of the recipient woul^ 
be a presentation portrait. Mr. Sydney Hodges waa the 
artist employed; and on the 2Jth of August, 1871. BirL. 
Palk and several members of his family were invited to * 
banquet at the Bath Saloon, when the prenentatioii i 
made in due form, on behalf of the town, by < 
oldest tenants and largest owners of property on t 
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Mr. William Harvey. In transferring the portrait to the 
pofisession of Sir La^wrence, he said, ''With this picture 
I am desired to convey to you our best wishes and thanks 
for the enterprise and public spirit which you have shewn 
in developing the resources of the town by the erection of 
the harbour ; and it is gratifying to know that in doing 
what you have, you have not looked so much for an imme- 
diate return as to the benefit it will confer on the town at 
large."* 

The portrait, which is full length and admirably executed, 
is placed in the Bath Saloon. 

* The inner harbour has an area of six acres, the outer ten ; the former 
is dry at low water ; in the latter vessels can enter at aU times of the tide, 
fbr there is a depth of seventeen feet at the pier head at low water and thirty 
feet at high water. 
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repetition of the bread riots of 1848 occnir— ^ 
' oil the 5th of November, 1867. An anonjnL^^oj 
letter sent to one of the magistrateB cansed ^Kj^ 
to consult hiB colleagues and to provide for thf 
protection of the town. One hundred spe^cj^/ 
constables assembled at the Town Hall at Gig 
o'clock ; these were divided into detachments of thirty eat 
under the command of a leader and two subalterns, t 
whole being subject to the orders of the senior magistrate, ' 
Mr. March Phillippa, No attempt was made to interfere 
with the men rolling tar barrels about the streeta, so, 
emboldened by the passive action of the authorities, liie 
mob set on some boys to attack the shop of a baker mid^ 
Shinner, in Lower Union Street ; in a few minuti-s thf 
shutters and glass were smashed, and the contents of the 
shop thrown into the street. The constables occupied t!i* 
street from the Town Hall to the Market Cross, drawn 
across in two divisions, a similar number being kept tu 
reserve. Much brutality was e:diibited by the mob, tbe 
women bringing supplies of heavy stones from Ellacombe ; 
these were aimed at the constables, and many were severely 
wounded. Mr. March Phillippa was struck by u stone 
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itfa snob violence tliat one side of his face was greatly 
disfigured ; the special constables, however, stood their 
ground. The mob made an attempt to stop up the street, 
but the constablea cleaved their way through, and then 
forming a. line across the street prevented persons from 
passing beyond ; the rioters were thus divided into two 
bodies, one above and the other below the line of con- 
stables, who had great difficulty in keeping order, as they 
were repeatedly charged by the mob. The Riot Act was 
read at nine o'clock, and the people were enjomed to retire 
— advice which was received with derisive shouts and another 
attempt to force the line of specials. By occasionally 
-Wheeling round, some of the mob were seized and sent to 
the Town Hall, but not without desperate attempts at 
reeeae. The shops and upper windows of Mr. Lambshead, 
bntcher, and Mr. Charley, baker, were destroyed by stone 
throwing. The fibop of Mr. Churchward, butcher, had no 
abutters, but was protected by iron guards; attempts to 
'force this were futile, but the upper windows were smashed. 
At midnight the riot was at its height, and several shops 
i«ere entered and robbed. A party of the rioters set off 
for Torre, and wrought much mischief amonf^ the bakers, 
MeHsrs, Wing, Easterbrook, Mugford, and Evans, being 
among the sufferers ; and another party reached the 
Strand, and attacked the shop of Hatcher and others. 
A diabolical attempt to plunge the town in darkness during 
the night was discovered just in time to avert what would 
'Ho doubt have resulted in a serious calamity. A labourer 
named Chudleigh, with others, proceeded to Livermead, 
and there opened the road with the deliberate intention of 
levering the gas main. He was arrested, and the people at 
the gas works kept watch and ward over the threatened 
danger. It was not till five in the morning that the dia- 
iorbance was entirely quelled, and for some nights after- 
wards the special constables were held in readiness for 
Krvice. 

This year, the conduct of the Fenian agitators inapu-ed 
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alBftn thronghout the coantry, and the loc&l aatli^ 
obtained the sanction of Government to take measures for 
guarding against a difiturbance. The magistrates in Decem- 
ber, 1867, raised a force of three hundred special constables; 
these were divided into five divisions ; for the districts of Tor- 
wood, including Meadfoot; the Town Hall; Upton, including 
Ellacorabe and Boston Fields ; Torre, including Torre Abbey; 
and St. Michael's,- including the railway. The dinsiooa 
were numbered A and B for the Town Hall ; C and D, 
Torwood ; E and F, Upton ; G and H, Torre ; and J and K. 
St. Michael's. It was also arranged that there should be 
an armed patrol, and a naval division to be provided by St. 
John's. These wise and judicious arrangements were made 
by Mr. March Phillipps, and it was doubtless due to the 
knowledge that such a body of men regularly met together 
for drill, and could be summoned at a very brief notice, 
that the winter passed off quietly. In the following April 
the services of the special constables were dispensed witli.. 



I 



The dues levied by the authoritiee of the Duohy 
Cornwall on all imports and exports within the Port 
Dartmouth was for many 3'ears the cause of much conten- 
tion on the part of merchants belonging to the various 
towns comprised within its limits. These constant disputes 
at length culminated in the appointment of a committee of 
landowners and merchants, who were du-ected to ascertam 
the vahdity of the right of the Duchy to ievy such imposts. 
At a meeting held at Torquay in December, 1867, th«| 
committee presented a report. According to this, the 
Duchy authorities based their right on the fact that King 
Edward III. made to his son Edward the Black Prince a 
grant of the " Waters of Dartmouth," by which grant the^ 
Port of Dartmouth, and inferentially the Customs Port, thata 
is to say, the whole range from Teignmouth to the Erm<^, 
passed to the hereditary possession of the eldest son of tUe 
sovereign. In the reign of Ehi^abeth the limits of the PoW 
of Dartmouth were defined by a Commission to extend 
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Hope's Nose, the northernmost point of Torbay, to the 
river Errae, at the entrance to the Port of Plymouth. By 
virtue, apparentiy, ot the powers thus devised, tli*i Duchy 
of Cornwall leased, in the following reign, for two hundred 
years, the water baUiwick of Dartmouth to the Corporation 
of that town. Tliis lease, which carried with it, or assumed 
in the lessees, the authority to levy certain tolls on ship- 
ping, and which dues were levied by the Corporation of 
Dartmouth, expired in 1859, when the Council of the Duchy 
refused to renew it. These dues, known as "Petty Cus- 
toma," included tolls on wine, iron, wool, woad, hides, 
provisions, kc. The oM records and account books of the 
Port (or haven) of Dartmouth shew that these payments 
were originally made by " merchant strangers " only, and 
only on goods exported to and imported from parts beyond 
seas, or such as were on that account liable to the King's 
subsidy. The Duchy, relying upon the impositions levied 
by their late tenants, the Corporation of Dartmouth, 
insisted upon the right to levy dues on all imports and 
exports, whether foreign or coastwise, metage, and other 
charges, some of which properly were the town dues, 
and enforced it. Three parties in particular stood out 
against these demands; first, Messrs. Hunt and Henley, 
merchants of Dartmouth, who were required to pay dues on 
fish from Labrador ; secondly, Mr, Crossman, for foreign 
and coastwise timber and "breaking bulk" at Torquay; 
and thirdly, Mr. .John Harvey, for timber, cement, and 
elate, landed at Torquay. These persons agreed to embody 
all questions of law and fact in a special case to be settled 
by a competent referee for the opinion of judges. It was 
urged by the committee that the question should be settled 
by the highest authority, because it was one that not only 
concerned traders but the landowners on this coast, inas- 
much as the Duchy also claimed the right to the foreshore. 
The Duchy had intimidated several landowners into an 
acknowledgment of then: title, and were harrassing others. 
A very interesting case was drawn up for the defence. 
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giving a complete history of the Port of Dartmoath from 
(lie time of the Conqueror. The argumeut, briefly stated, 
was, that the grant to the Black Prince was limited to the 
•' Water of Dartmouth." that is to say, the haven of Dart- 
mouth, and not the King's Fiscal Port of Dartmoath, ex- 
tending from Hope's Nose to the Erme. The ease, however, 
was decided against the defendants. But the question of 
the Duchy dues did not end here, as far as Torquay iras 
concemeii. Early in 1870 the inhahitants, in order to 
extinguish the dues, consented to pay an additional tollage 
of 6d. per ton on coal for five years ; and on thu 20th of 
March, 1875, the town was freed from the impost. In the 
course of the same year, the Torquay Local Board of 
Health purchased the Duchy right to two portions of the 
forvshore of Cary Green and Torre Abbey for the considera- 
tion of £10 and "two guineas for conveyance." While on 
the subject of the Port, it may he mentioned that as early 
as 1843 strenuous efforts bad been made to obtain the 
privilege of having bonded stores in Torquay for the coa*^ 
vonience of the merchants, bat without success, as th»^ 
fuUowin^ letter proves: — 

" Treasury Chambers, 23rd Oct., 1843. 
" Kr, — ^Having laid before the Lords Commtsaioners 
H«r Uiycsty's Treasury your petition praying that a etc^ 
nuy be established at Torquay for bonding coffee, i^ 
SUSar. tobacco, wine, brandy, rum, and other goods, I m^ 
«omnuUKled U\ acquaint you that my Lords do not see bo/. 
fleiant grounds at present to comply with your appUcatioo. 

" I am. sir, your obedient servant, 
" Mr. John Jope SUd*. •• W. Nbwltan. 

"TWqnv. i^wt of Dartmoath. Devon." 

In Svptombcr, 186T, Mr. George Hearder retired from 
tk* Ctwkship t>f the Tor.iuay Local Board of Health. In 
Mkao«M«ut<^nt of his loDg and Wthful services, the Board 
*»*#d tum a gratttily of two hundred guineas. The in- 
)Ab)t«al« alsu aubseribMl a saiUble testimonial, and oa 




DEATH OF BIBHOP PHILLPOTTS. 

the -24th Februar}-, 1868, Mr. March Phillipps, ou behalf 
of the sobscribere, presented Mr. Hearder with a purse of 
two hundred guineas, and a silver teapot, Mr. Hoarder 
vr&a employed in a public capacity in 1836, first as Clerk 
to the Town CommissionerB, and later as Clerk to the 
Local Board of Health, by whom the former body was 
saperseded. He also acted as MagiBtrates' Clerk from 
1838. At that time the magistratea did not Bit at Torijuay, 
nor was there any Town Hail. The business was transacted 
at Shiphay, and the Petty Sefisions were held at Newton. 
It was the usual practice for the Clerk to go on to Newton 
the day before the SeBsions, in order to he in time, as the 
travelling accommodation was very iudifferent. 

The venerable Bishop of Exeter, Dr. Henry Phillpotts, 
died on the 19th of September, 1869, at Biahopstowe, where 
he had resided for nearly a quarter of a century. At his 
own request, he was interred by the side of his wife in the 
parish churchyard of St. Mary-Church. His lordship's 
enfeebled condition, advanced age, and long illness, had 
indicated that his end was near, and accordingly there was 
much speculation as to who his successor would be. When 
it became known that Dr. Temple would be nominated, 
there was a great outcry, and on the 25th of October, at a 
meeting of the clergy held in Torquay, it was resolved to 
present a memorial to Her Majesty against the contem- 
plated appointment of Dr. Temple as Bishop of this 
Diocese, on the ground that he was one of the authors of 
the famous "Essays and Reviews." Dr. Temple, however, 
was ordained Bishop of Exeter on the 29th of December, 
and any prejudice that may have been entertained towards 
him has been completely removed by his lofty example and 
the devotion with which he labours in the interest and 
welfare of the diocese. 

Her Majesty the Queen of Holland and suite, travelling 
under the nom de plume of the ComtesBe Buren, arrived at 
Torquay on the 23rd of October, 1868, and remained a 



^- TUL zrfr:.LT or toequat. 

L^ii— :-* 2" "Lit !• Ji^ H :•:*!. Pnrmg her brief sojourn 
-r A.h — ■' '-f.-ri -ir.cf rlact? in the neighbourhood, 
:. T;.^ .:t r:::->: :: 5-r L. sua Ladv Palk at Haldon. 
-r )i.2 •-" i^i^i -.-.iTri I.rrjiiT en iLe 2Sth of Ft^bruary, 
^" :.:.: >:z.-^jiri i_ :i: lliL :f March. 

.: >:"r. :-: If^l :ht tT.-Emptror Xapolcon was 

:. r ' .-* _:.::* :: t:*;i T.rrjav for the benefit 

:. * . :. •. 1:: ':.:>.'• .: Hif M:rt>ty"» journey, the 

: - .. - ■ :l : :•:-:: "^-.ll I- wi:. f,.r at most of tht* 

.. \ - : r : ::t r u:-. :!:•. rtv'?!v assembled and 

....:- ~. :. ^r:::.?^. AT E:.t tt I tlio crowds ou iho 

: ■.. ". -^. •» :.:• .!.: : » I:"^:.r.-:r.i::vr. In ordt-r to 

.. • -.-. .. 1 r. ..:. >:j»:-.r. "^r.- ktVi cltar, onlv a 

. . - ;.-:r> -.> '.K.iz :..;v^:::;.; : i«ut the station 

. ■ . ■- '.:..',:..:..: ;r .-.jLv? :• :hr Imivrial 

.: . v> .4.: .".".:: :..':.-. n f r Hi- Majvsty, 

• • :. .1' \ <!.:. '^•-.r-. lir.wi with pt-opK-. 

\' '. . y. :".-lk "s^irr a: the statical to 

r^icLint^ the 






■ : -- . : r^::r i : ;um 






• * 



.«. 



• « 


• 


I*. • I, ••! 


• 


• 


m 


: r 


• • • 


.- FriiiO" 


• • 






:. :•-. 


V* ■ * 

■- . • 




■ . . _ 


.!:v v;r •• :;:: i 

• 




• • 

• - ■ . 

mm » m m 


y.:::\ ■ r -r 


* 


• 

• 


:;i. i Mr. 


• • . . . 


-..111'. 


] ':r{v?e. 




■> mm • mm 


made to 


V.;.. 




Lugswear, 


riv 


r. HU 


Majesty 



NiPOLEON HI. IN TORQtAY. 283 

>ped his walking-cane, aurmounted with a gold eagle, 
into the water. A day or two afterwards it was recovered 
by Mr. E. A. Bartlett, of Christ Church, Oxford, who dived 
aix times for it. Sir L. Palk accompanied the Emperor 
on various occasions, and in particular attended hira on a 
visit to Plymoutli, where he was entertained by the Earl of 
Mount Edgcumbe. On the 4th of October the Emperor 
hononrtd the Torquay Boating Club by accepting an in- 
vitation to make an excursion on the water. Four boats 
were made ready for the purpose. The largest was set 
apart for the Emperor and the Prince. The crew consisted 
of Messrs. J. Macdowell, H. Day, R. F. Clark, and Reigles, 
the coxswain being Mr. C. W. Kitson, the captain of the 
club. His Imperial. Majesty and the Prince embarked at 
the landing steps at the bottom of Beacon Terrace, and 
took their seats in the stem-sheets, a tricolour being dis- 
played at the stem. The second boat was occupied by 
Prince Miirat and Dr. Counau ; the two other boats followed. 
The Emperor's boat led, the second and third boats follow- 
ing on each quarter at some Httle distance, and the fourth 
boat brought up the rear. The boats went away towards 
Corbon Head, and then made for the Shag Hock off Mead- 
foot, affording the illustrioua visitors a view of Torquay 
from a point whence it can be seen at its best. Having 
reached as far as Meadfoot the party returned. It may 
be mentioned incidentally that the Emperor and Prince 
Imperial readily accepted the office of patrons of the 
Torquay Rowing Club, a connection with Torquay which 
the Prince still maintains. 

The Emperor was very desirous of obtaining a residence 
in this neighbourhood, and the object of his excursion^ 
abroad was to make a selection. It was also his intention to 
remain here at least some months, but for poHtical reasons 
it was found necessary that he should be as near London 
as possible, in order to be in direct communication with 
his agents in Paris. Hence, after a stay of five weeks, the 
Emperor, the Prince Imperial, and suite, took their depar- 
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tiire on the 18th of October. Sir L. Palk conveyed SS^^^^ 
perial visitors by carriage through Newton to Haldon, Sir 
Lawrence's country seat, over which he had the pleaBore of 
showing his guests, who ascended the Belvedere tower, nine 
hundred feet above the level of the sea, from which they 
had a delightful view of the scenery around. Sir L. P&lk's 
collection of old armour, rare china, paintings, and antique 
manuscripts, were examined with considerable interest. 
The Emperor expressed to Sir L, Palk in complimentary 
terms his cordial appreciation of the respect and attention 
shown to him during his residence in Torquay, and said he 
was charmed with its magnificent scenery, declaring that 
both himself and the Prince Imperial had much improved 
in health during their stay. After lunch the party drove 
off in two carriages to Exeter, where they were shown over 
the Cathedral by the Yen. Archdeacon Freeman. During 
his visit to Torquay the Emperor invited a number of the 
principal inhabitants to his table, and to one of his guests 
— a gentleman who had held a high position in the Govern- 
ment of India — be stated that, during the Indian Mutiny, 
Nana Sahib, the infamous instigator of the CawQpora_ 
massacre, had made overtures to him for an alliance witt 
the intention of esi^elling the English from India. 



Several subjects of considerable importance to the town 
have been discussed during the past ten years, bat as they 
must be fresh in the recollection of the inhabitants, only j 
a brief reference to them will be necessary. 

The proposal to separate the parishes of Torquay i 
St. Mary-Church from the Newton Union, and to constitaM 
them a distuict Union, was brought forward in 1867, i 
revived in 1871. Although the majority of the inhabitant! 
at public meetings declared in favour of the propo&ad 
change, the authorities at Whitehall took a different view, 
for in a letter to the Town Clerk, dated the 9th of August, 
1871, the Secretary wrote : " 1 am directed to point out to J 
Lyou that the question raised hy the Local fioard of Healtt 
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r ttie District of Tormoham was decided by this Board 
after a careful conaideration of all the circumstances of 
the case in the year 1867, and that tlie Board are of 
opinion that no new material alteration of the circum- 
stances has been shown to have taken place since their 
decision as to render it desirable that the question should 
be again re-opened." 

The purchase of the gas works by the Local Board was 
also advocated on the ground that gas, water, and markets, 
ought to be under the control of the governing body. 
Negociations were carried on for a long time ; but although 
no specific price was actually named, the figures which 
approximate calculations elicited deterred any efforts to- 
wards obtaining an Act of Parliament for acquiring the 
property of the Torquay Gas Company. 

The sewerage system of the town is acknowledged to be 
as perfect as any in the kingdom ; but an the original 
governing bodies, in laying it down, never dreamt of the 
extent to which Torquay would increase, the outfalls in the 
vicinity of the harbour were perpetuated. Various schemes 
were propounded either for the utilization of the sewage, 
or its transportation to a more distant point on the sea 
coast. Sir Joseph Bazalgette, who was consulted, proponed 
three alternative schemes — an iiTigation farm at Goodring- 
ton ; an outfall into deep water at London Bridge, near 
Daddy Hole ; or an outfall at Hope's Nose. Neither of 
these met with general acceptance, and the Local Board 
appointed a committee whose mission it was to visit various 
towns and ascertain the best means of disposing of the 
town newage. Their report, valuable in all other respects, 
failed in the vital point — that of recommending a specific 
remedy. The Board, therefore, entered into an investigation, 
with the most praiseworthy earnestness, of every known 
project, whether mechanical or chemical, and in this they 
were assisted by a committee of ratepayers. The only 
scheme which met with anything like favour was that of 
Mr. E. Appleton, for taking the sewage to Bovey Heathfield, 
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to be there used for irrigation purposes; but the cost of 
raising the sewage over the hill beyond the Torre railway 
station, whence it would gravitate to its destination, was 
fatal to its adoption. Sir Joseph Bazalgette. being again 
consolted, recommended a modification of his original 
proposition for taking the sewage to Hope's Nose, which 
was endorsed subsequently by Sir John Hawkshaw. Dr. 
Nankivell also propoimded a high-level scheme, with an oat- 
fall at Daddy Hole, which met with some acceptance, bat 
was crushed by a powerful opposition. Mr. John Little, the 
Town Surveyor, suggested some important alterations in 
Sir Joseph Bazalgette*s scheme, which was ultimately 
adopted by the authorities, and is now being carried out, at 
an estimated cost of £65,000. It is expected that the 
undertaking will be completed in March, 1878.* 

The 20th of February, 1872, was observed in Torquay, 
in common with other places, as a thanksgiving day for 
the restoration of the Prince of Wales to health. There 
was a dinner at the Bath Saloon ; a public meeting, at 

which loyal addresses were made ; a conversiizione ; and a 
ball. In addition, the inhabitants raised £500 by sub- 
scription, and presented it to the Torbay Infirmary and 
l)ispensary as a tbank-oflfering. 

The comparative immunity which Torquay enjoj'ed from 
tires of any great magnitude, was rudely broken on the 
night of Monday, the IGth of December, 1872, when No. 38 
Fleet Street, at that time occupied by Mr. Marler, was 
wholly destroyed, the shell alone remaining; and the 
adjoining premises on either side to which the fire extended 
sustained great damage. The fire was caused by a servant 
trimming a benzoline lamp while it was still burning ; the 
benzoline ignited, and communicating with other similar 
oils on the premises, the fire became unextinguishable, 
until the house in which it commenced was burnt out. 

* See Appendix. 
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One of those happily rare but remarkable Rights, a ship 
on fire, close in-shore, was witnessed by the inbabitants of 
Torquay on the 6th of January, 1873. A fine ship of 
about a thousand tons burden, the H'ulliic^, of Boston, had 
taken a cargo of petroleum to Antwerp, and was on her 
return to Key West, when, owing to adverse winds, ahe 
anchored in Torbay on the 2nd. Between three and four 
o'clock on the morning of the Gth, a fire was discovered 
in her forehold. Efforts to estinguish it failed, and the 
signals made to the shore for help were unnoticed, in con- 
Bequence of the rain and mist. The master therefore 
slipped his cable and made sail, with the intention of 
beaching or scuttling the vessel on Paignton Sands ; but, 
while standing across Torbay, the wind shifted, and she 
was driven towards Torquay. The ship was wrapped in 
dense clouds of smoke, out of which leaped tongues of fire 
that ran along the rigging and caught the sails, which were 
instantly in a blaze. At half-past seven the vessel grounded 
on the heach about a hundred yards to the west of Sulyarde 
Terrace, the masts going by the board. As the tide rose, 
she drifted to within a few yards of the Torbay Road, 
where she settled down across the outfall sewer pipe, and 
continued to burn for two days and two nights. 

The obituary of 1873 contains the names of four gentle- 
men of whom a brief notice must be given. Lord Lytton 
died on the 18th of January, at bis residence, Argyll Hall, 
Waldon Hill. As Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton, he first came 
to Torquay on the let of August. 185G, and took up hia 
residence temporarily at the Union Hotel. The charming 
iiituation of Argyll Hall pleased his lordship, and he pur- 
chased it. Lord Lytton visited Torquay every winter, 
during which time his house was the centre of a select 
circle of hterary friends. He was at work up to the close 
of life ; he had just revised the proof sheets of his last 
work when he was seized by the disorder which at length 
carried him off. 
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Mr. A. F. Haliburton, (nephew of Judge Haliburton, 
author of ** Sam Slick," &c.,) died on the 20th of January. 
During his residence of eighteen years in Torquay, he was 
distinguished for his unobtrusive charity. He contributed 
£5,000 towards the cost of Christ Church, EUacombe. 

Mr. A. B. Sheppard died on the 17th of April. Having 
retired from an extensive law practice, he settled in Torquay 
in 1857 for the benefit of his health. In 1859 be was 
elected a member of the Local Board of Health, of which 
he was appointed chairman in 1861. His legal knowledge 
was of great practical use to the Board in the various 
undertakings in which they were engaged. After holding 
office for about ten years he retired in consequence of 
illness. 

Sir William Tite, M.P., died on the 20th of April, after 
a brief illness. He resided in Torquay several years, and 
associated himself with the local and coimty scientific 

societies. 

The retirement of the Messrs. Kitson from the manage- 
ment of the Torwood estate belonging to Sir L. Palk, in 
1874, called forth a general and liearty recognition of their 
services, not only on the part of the tenants of the manor 
but by the community at large. The form wliich this public 
mark of approbation assumed was the presentation of the 
portrait of Mr. William Kitson to the town, and a banquet 
to Mr. W. Kitson, Mr. Charles Kitson, and Mr. John 
Kitson. On the loth of October the banquet took place at 
the Bath Saloons, -when the senior magistrate, Mr. March 
Phillipps, who presided, conve3'ed, in a felicitous addr«.'Ps, 
the public acknowledgment of the probity, conscientiousness, 
and honour, of the Messrs. Kitson in all the relations of 
life. Mr. W. Kitson, the senior member of the firm was 
born in 1800. and when twenty-three years of age, com- 
nionoed practice as a lawyer in Torquay. In 1826 he was 
appointed a member of the Select Vestry, and from that 
time to the present has continuously represented the 
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goreming body of the toini — first, as Vestryman, secondly 
as a Town Commissioner, and thirdly, iia a member of the 
Local Board of Health. In 1833 he waa associated with 
Mr. Abraham, at that time the manor stewiird, in the 
management of the estate. On the death ot Mr, Abraham 
he had the entire control, and at later ptriods his brother 
Charles and hia son John acted jointly with him. The 
administration of the affairs of the manor was placed in 
hia bands at a critical time, when a controlling power 
was needed to direct and encourage inprovements, and in 
Tarious other ways to advance the interests of the rising 
town. To Mr. W. Kitson's discrimination, foresight, and 
judgment, may be ascribed whatever attractions art has 
conferred on the town. The hills, hitherto inaccessible 
except by rugged pathways, were opened up by roads which 
were planned by him ; the symmetrical arrangement of the 
villas on the sloping hills was the result of his fertile 
ingenuity ; the water works by which the town was supplied 
before the Local Board secured the stream at Tottiford were 
made and developed under hia eye; mainly through bis 
instrumentality the town was lighted with gas ; and markets, 
local government, drainage and other sanitary matters, were 
actively promoted by him. In short, Mr. W. Kitson had 
before him the task of building up a new town. How he 
baa succeeded those who knew Torquay forty yyars ago 
ago can bust hear testimon}-. The portrait was painted by 
Mr. Sydney Morrish, and is suspended in the Town Hall. 

Casualties on the local branch railway lines are rare; 
but one occurred on the 16th August, 1875, which for its 
eingularity and the remarkable escape of the passengers 
deserves to be put on record. The first passenger train 
from Dartmouth had arrived at the Torquay Station, and 
was waiting for the down goods train to pass, in order to 
proceed to Newton. The goods train, heavily luden, came 
down from Torre at a great speed, the break power being 
insufficient, and, passing the danger signal, dashed into 
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the Btation. The driver and stoker of the passenger train, 
seeing the other coming in, reversed their engine, put on 
steam, and leaped off. The shock was not severe. The 
passenger train, however, went off at an accelerated speed, 
and steaming through Paignton, proceeded as far as the 
viaduct near Churston, by which time two platelayers, who 
were passengers, understanding at last the true state of 
nffairs, got out, crawled along to the engine, succeeded in 
jirresting its further progress, and brought it back to Tor- 
([uay. For this brave act, the men, Edward Perswell and 
Robert Harley, were rewarded by a public subscription and 
a silver watch each, and a gratuity by the Directors of the 
Railway Company. 

The Torquay Brewing and Trading Company, Limited, 
having re-built and materially extended their brewery in 
1874, found the necessity for an increased supply of water 
so pressing, that tliey called in the assistance of the 
Diamond Rock-Boring Company to make for them an 
artesian well. Commencing on the 23rd of December, 
1874, in their large cellars behind their Fleet Street 
lniilclinf]:s, a first hole was driven to the depth of over 
1)1 ft. This was abandoned at that dejitli, with the loss of 
machinery and a diamond crown worth over £'00, owin*:: to 
the machinery getting jammed, it is supposed, l)y small 
stones falling in upon it from the sides of the boring. 
On the Brd of February, 187o, a fresh start was made at a 
distance of thirty inches from the previous boring, and bv" 
the Blst of ^lay the limestone was bottomed at 320ft. sin., 
when the machinery suddenly sank three or four feer 
through a stratum of fine, soft, tenacious red clay. This 
clay gaye a good deal of trouble, both at the time, by 
making the withdrawal of the machinery dilhcult, and 
afterwards b}^ dropjiing into the lower boring until it was 
finally stopped out by putting down iron tubes to line the 
hole. The next stratum met with was a very solid Una 
clay slate, which was found to be 82ft. 9in. in thinlmiiB. 
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Diagram of Boring on Torquay Brewing Company's Premises^ 
34 Fleet Street^ commenced February Srd, 1875, 
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This passed into a bed of chocolate-coloured clay slate 
65 ft. Tin. thick, after which a bed of blue clay slate was 
again met with, which proved to he 98 ft. thick, TMs 
depth — 586 ft. from the surface— was attained on the 
7th of October. Here another and a startling chftngt 
was observed. The effluent water — water pumped in bj 
powerful machinery to bring up the detritus — was fonud 
to be blood-red, and when the machinery was withdram 
at night it was found that no "core" was brought Q 
thus showing that a softer material was being bare! 
but no clear idea could be formed of its nature. 
boring operations were continued up to November 5th, i 
a distance of 6a8ft. 7in., when the boring was abandona 
Some Bmall cores that were raised shewed that beloff ti 
second bed of blue clay slate the stratum was iudurstiJ' 
marl. This is believed by competent men to he one of the 
intermediate beds immediately overlajTng the old red sftDii- 
atone, and it ia much to be regretted that the boring ffMfl 
discontinued by the Brewing Company before this VM 
proved. The coloured marbles, similar to the Petita^ 
marbles, were all found in the first 93 feet bored, and were 
of many varieties, varying from three to six feet in Hit 
thickness of each bed, many of them almost entirely com- 
posed of minute zoophytes, wljile in others the 2 
were of large size. Beds of "Grey Harry" werefrequenS 
met with, and proved from their hardness tliat no procMSfl 
boring other than by diamonds could have penetrated then 
The limestone was broken and lammated to its lowi 
depth, and the largest core brought up was two foet. 
the cores from the second bore hole were j 
Torquay Natural History Society's Museimi, where theyn 
be seen. The joints of the limestone passed were £ 
with the fine red clay which is doubtless the sediment^ 
the perished old red sandstone which has washed ( 
from the Upton Valley, originaUy an elevated plateaa i 
old red sandstone. Similar clay is to be met with all dofii 
the valley — notably,- under the Brewing Company's malt- 
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boone in Temperance Street, at the comer of the steps 
ItwUitg from Fleet Street to Abbey Road, under tbe new 
baildin^ of the Brewing Company and Mr. Marler in 
Fleet Street, and under tbe London Hotel ; in each of 
these cases it forms a solid bed, of unknown depth, having 
the limestone on eitlier side. 

Since the failure of the above spirited attempt, the 
Company have not desisted from their efforts to obtain a 
first-rate brewing water. They have recently met with a 
Bprittg of exceptionally fine quality rising in the old red 
caodstone formation, where it is thro^^n up by the rock of 
lim«stone on which the Castle College stands. This water 
WW discovered at Ford Cottage, in the St. MaJ-y-Chureh 
BomI, by tbe Secretary of the Company, Mr. Perry, and the 
AttalyBis shows it to be scarcely if at all inferior to the waters 
of Barton for brewing purx)oecs. It h extracted by a tunnel 
of over 100 feet long, and is brought down to the Brewery 
in a two-inch pipe. The elevation of the source is suflicient 
to cause it to be delivered by gravitation in the highest 
tank at the top of the Brewery. 

Through the untiring efforts of Mr. Josiah Harris, who, 
mider the twm rfc plume of Lucretius, wrote letters in 
varioUB Devonshire newspapers, urging the necessity of an 
additional lifeboat in Torbay, the National Life-boat Insti- 
tation established a Ufe-boat in Torquay in 1876. It was 
considered that a lifu-buat was likely to be as useful here 
M at Brixltam. where one had already been placed; and 
that Torbay, which is sometimes a rendezvous for a large 
amount of shipping, and the shores of which are in 
•everal parts inaccessible to a life-boat on the land side, 
should be provided with such a boat on each side of its 
entrance. There was only one practicable spot whore a 
hoat-faouse could be built and tbe boat readily launched, 
id that was on the part of the beach culled the " Ladies' 
.thing Cove." The site was readily granted to the Insti- 
^tation by Sir Lawrence Palk, Bart., M.P., and accordingly 
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a handsome and commodious house was erected there. 
The boat is a 88-feet ten-oared one, and has been fur- 
nished with a transportmg carriage, so as to make it avail- 
able for Babbacombe Bay, on the east side of Torquay, as 
well as for Paignton on the west side. The cost of this 
new life-boat establishment was defrayed by Mrs. Brundret, 
of Manchester, through the Manchester Branch of the 
Institution. The inauguration of the Life-boat Station 
took place on the 24th of May, under the superintendence 
of the Chief Inspector of Life-boats, in the presence of 
many thousands of spectators. The boat- was drawn from 
the railway station to the harbour — a long procession, 
comprising members of the Odd Fellows, Good Templars, 
and other societies, coastguard-men, trades' representatives, 
and others, with several bands of music accompanying it. 
On arriving at the harbour, Mrs. Brimdret, the donor, 
formally handed over the life-boat to the Institution and 
the local committee, the gift being suitably acknowledged 
by Admiral Ward and Mr. L. B. Bowring. Archdeacon 
Earle then conducted a short religious service, in which 
those immediately present joined, and delivered a brief 
address to the boat's crew, after which the donor named tht- 
lifu-boat, in the customary manner, the Mary linindrrt, 
and it was launched into the harbour. Mr. K. G. Cove i^ 
the Secretar}' for the Torquay Branch. 

The authorities of Torquay acquired the Lincorabe Drive 
and made it a parish road in 1875. The Drive was 
originally cut about 184G, at the expense of the lord of the 
manor, the late Sir L. V. Palk, and was maintained by 
him, the public being permitted to use it. Its width, how- 
ever, would not permit of carriages passing, hence persons 
who desired to use it entered at the Meadfoot end and 
passed out near Wellswood. The present baronet offered 
the Drive to the parish on condition that the road was 
widened and fenced — terms which were willingly acceded 
to; the work cost over £1,500. In 1877, Sir L. Palk 
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farther conceded to the town, on nominal terms, the hill 
side between the Drive and Meadfoot beach for the purpose 
of making public walks, &c. 

The shipping trade of Torquay is much less now than 
in former years, and is confined chiefly to the importation 
of coal and building material. Formerly a flourishing 
trade was maintained with Newfoundland ; that, however, 
has been absorbed by Teignmouth and Dartmouth ; quan- 
tities of pipe and china clay from Aller were also shipped 
here, but are now sent off by way of Teignmouth ; within 
the last twenty years as many as foui* brigs and barques 
made two voyages yearly to Quebec for timber ; now all 
kinds of timber are obtained by rail from Plymouth, or 
brought round by vessels from adjacent ports ; and latterly, 
owing to the general introduction of machinery, cargoes 
of wood, already sawn, moulded, and prepared for use, 
are occasionally imported from the Baltic ports. There is 
even a less quantity of coal imported than in former years, 
for since the Gas Company constructed their works at Hol- 
lacombe, the coal they consume, instead of being landed at 
the Torquay harbour, is discharged at Dartmouth ami 
brought up by train to the Company's siding. 
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TOR CHURCH. 

^HE parish of Tormohun, ot Torquay, is 1,56( 
acres in extent, and, to meet the requirements a 
W^ the increasing populntion, has from time to t 
£, been divided into six eccIeBiastical districts, ea< 
ha^'iug its church and scltools. The pareati 
Churcli of Torre, dedicated to St. Saviour, is I 
Venerable fabric, supposed to have been erected at the com 
meneement of the 14th century. The modem appearance" 
\ of the exterior is due to the fact that in 1845t it underwent 
mplete renovation; the outer coating of plaster with 
which, in common with many other churches in Uevonshire, 
it was covered, was removed, and the stonework pointed 
A clock, the gift of an anonymous donor, was added i 
1852. Tlie dimenHJous of the interior, as given by Dr. Olivet 
are 70ft. by 42ft. The building may be described rb bavin 
north and south aisles which commimicate with the caiij 
by four arches. The tracery of the modern windows, on t 
north side, ia singularly destitute of symmetry and chart 
On the outer corbels of the east window are the arms 4 
[ Torre Abbey, Brewer, and Mohun ; and on the gable aboi 
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the window were, some years ago, vestiges of a mutilatefl 
ntone, fiupposed to have formed the base of a cross. The 
singing gallery was removed in 1830, to make room for r 
more modern one ; it bore the date of 1760, and the panela 
contained heraldic shields of the Eidgeway, Coplestone, 
Seymour, Denis, Southcote, and Gary families ; side galleries 
were nftei-wards added. The screen was destroyed about 
1825, probftbly at the same time that the pulpit and 
" misereres " were removed to Cockington. These latter 
Lave recently been referred to and described in a paper in 
the Art Journal; one of them bears the figure of Bt. 
Matthew, with his evangelistic symbol of the Angel, and 
the other has the figure of St. Luke, supported in like 
manner by the Bull. The font is polygonal, and ornamented 
with ftinged figures at the angles. Tlie tower is sixty feet 
in height, and forms the frustrum of a pyramid, inclining 
about one foot each side at the summit. Originally it had 
no cornice and was quite iJlain, except that it is crenelated 
at the top ; a cornice was added when the Church was 
restored. The Church will seat about 500 persons. The 
chancel was lengthened by lift, in 1874, and was opened 
on the 14tb of February, 1875, and a new vestry erected 
on the southern side, the old vestry being converted into an 
organ chamber. The oast window, which consists of beauti- 
fuliy-stftiued glass, has been retained ; but a new window 
with ordinary glass has been inserted in the north wall. 
The floor is laid with mosaic tiles, to corrL-spond with the 
former floor ; new mahogany seats with poppy heads have 
been provided for the choir; a new credence table has been 
introduced in the north wall, while the old piscina has been 
refixed in the southern. A brass, dated 1581, representing 
Mrs. Cary and her three children, which was formerly on 
the floor within the Communion rails, is now fixed in the 
wall under the new window. In the south aisle, within 
the Ridgeway chapel, is a monument to the liidgeway 
family. It bears the effigy of a knight in armour, sur- 
mounted bv his helmet and armorial bearings. It is formed 
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about 1825, and two lead coffins were ex^wsed. There were 
two breafitplates ; that on the north side hore the inscription, 
"The Eight Honra"' Lucy Countess of Donegall, of the 
Kingdom of Ireland, died July 17th, 1782. Aged 85 years." 
That on the south side of the vault had the words, " The 
Rt. Hon''* The Lady Lucy Ridgway Countess Dowager of 
Lond'Derry. Obijt Sept. 4th, 1794. Mi&tis ma 55." 
In consequence of the additiun of the chancel, in 187S, 
the monument was taken down and re-erected in a more 
(iecnre manner, as it was in a somewhat dangerous state. 
On the north side of the communion table is the vault of 
the Gary family, surmounted by an elaborately-wrought 
altar tomb in a niche of the chancel wall. There are also 
several brasses relating to members of the family. One of 
these, much broken, has the figure of a lady with her three 
daughters in antique costume and in an attitude of prayer. 
The figure represents Wilmota, daughter of John Gifforde, 
of Yeo, and wife of George Cary, of Cockington: in domino 
obdormitur xxi" die Junii anno dni. 1581. On the front of 
the family monument is the following, in Roman characters, 
to the memory of Thomas Cary, who bought Torru Abbey 
in 16ti2: " Here lyeth the Body of Sir George Carj', Knight, 
who dyed on the 27th of May, in the yeare of our Lord 
1678," Near the vestry door was a slab to the memory of 
William Ley, of Keim, who died at Torre Abbey, May 8, 
1634 : it hore the following lines : — 

A carcas hears lu tombe doth l^e 

WWch oni-e a Soule did butyfye, 

Fikl with diviue Rayes from above. 

Made happy with y* Great God's love, 

Peoue did attend in life aud death, 

So« lived and utie resygiie bin breath. 

If bleued bee [lence iiiackera. 

Bleat is hee 

Who with y' biased 

Blest for aye atiall bee. 

In a pew in the north aisle is the slab of Peter Ley, 1697; 
and in the nave that of the wife of Mr. Christopher Martin, 
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of Chilson, 1661. There are also memorials for Daniell 
Luscombe, Gent., of this parish, 1687 ; Mary his wife, 
1698; and their daughter Mary Smith, 1787; Greorge 
Baker, the East Indian benefactor, who was a native of 
Torquay, 1799 ; George Gary, 1752 ; and the Hon. Ann 
Cary, his wife.* The following sepulchral stones were 
noticed by Mr. Blewitt as existing in the churchyard in 
his time : Bonaventure and Elizabeth Cowell, 1689 ; Caleb 
Dyer, 1676 ; John Dyer, 1687 ; Elizabeth Manning, 1692 ; 
Gregory Adams, 1690 ; Elizabeth Baker of Taljton, 1725 ; 
and her son Josiah Baker, who rented the Barton of Tor- 
wood 45 years, 1758 ; Thomas Hydon, 1758 ; Kichard 
Bickford of Cockington, 1787; Elias his son, 1764; and 
Grace his daughter, 1781, ''the last of an honest giood 
family;*' Thomas Goad of Cockington, 1771; Burton of 
Cockington, 1725; Sibela Hackigs, 1710; and the following 
now obliterated inscription on a tomb near the tower : — 

BODY OF THOMAS WAYM*UTH 

H ^ 

g Tack notes you that parse heare by ta 

p And think vpon your mortalyty ^ 

H No freedom from the graue or turn S 

•^ Vntel from heuen Christ doth come od 

S Now hee is gone wee all must folio after ^ 

H His wife his sone and ecke his dafbers § 
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The following inscription on a small upright gravestone 
just outside the vestry door, is worthy of notice for its age 
and good preservation. Above the letters is chiselled the 
figure of a skull, with two cross bones over the face : — 

Here lyeth the Body 
oF peter ley Who 
departed this life 
September y* 20th 
1697. 

* Pano7*ama of Torquay, 
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s plate fixed in front 



Another close by is inscribed on a bi 
of an elm board in lieu of a stone :- 

In Memorj- of 

Mar; Otiiul, 

the wife of George Good 

of Cockington, who 

departed this life the 

18th of April, 1T83, agad 84 yeam. 

Beneath tbia atone [aioj was buried here 

A virtuoUB wife and uiotber dear. 

In the churchyard is a memorial to the late Mr. MeEnery, 
Roman Catholic priest at Torre Abbey, whose researches 
at Kent's Cavern first drew the attention of scientific men 
to the remarkable character of its contents. Beneath the 
tree on the north side of the chiirch is a stone to the 
memory of Mary Abbott, wife of Joseph Abbott ; she died 
on the 35th of June, 1777, aged 100 or 103 years. The 
Btone was reno,vated a few years ago by Mr. John Abbot, 
who believes that the real age of liis relative was 103, but 
the unit figure was partially obliterated.* 

Tlie rtctory of Tor Mohun, with the chapel of Cocking- 
ton, was leased for life to George Gary, Secretary of War, 
by Queen Elizabeth, in IGOl, and granted in 1607 in fee to 
Sir Oliver CromwelLf 

The Kev. J. James resigned the incumbency at the 
latter end of 1848, and the Rev. Joseph Harris, D,D., the 
present vicar, was appointed his suecesBor. 

Torre Church underwent a complete restoration in 
18i9-50, and was reopened Nov, '2Uh in the latter year. 

Four hundred and twenty children attend the schools 
which are situated in East Street, Torre. 



* A. cnrious circumitiKice U related in connection wiih tliia penan. The 
Nartarj garden belDoging to Mr. Phillip* it Tor Hill, wu orif^nally held b]r 
Ut. Abbott on leam, and wai known at "Abbott's Field." When the abore- 
nwnUoned old Udy, who lived nt Tor Coart, reached the age ot ninctj. the 
loaae expired, and she aarrendered it; hot the lord of tlie munor allowed her 
to ret«n poBoeaaioa of it until her death. 

t Lj'DOU, pp. 123-1. 
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Sleeted together every two or three years. During the 
UommonweaUh, there are the usual entries of marriageB 
tefore Justices of the Peace, who certified that the agree- 
ments to marrj- Lad heen delivered to them after having 
Iteen puhliflhed on "three Lord's dajes," as prescribed by 
IftTT. Arthur Upton and Thomas Eeynell, Esquires, were 
the magistrates moat frequently officiating, and in 1657 a 
tnarriage took place before Christopher Farwell, "Maiour 
jf Totness," whose name is often met with in connection 
Kith weddings in many of the parishes in the neighbotir- 
hood. At this period the " birth dales " are given instead 
Bf baptisms. Thus, in 1659, "Thomas, sonn of Lord 
Weston and [Ladyj Frances Londonderry's birth daie was 
bbe seventeenth daie of July." The following local sur- 
names are frequently found in the early entries : Bickford, 
1649; Butland. 1652; Cowell, 1656; Blachford, 1657; 
Weymouth. 1658; Abbott, 1650; Tapley and Stabb, 1688; 
Lsmler, 1691; Loseombe or Luscombe, 1692; Hanouer 
(Hannaford), 1716; Churchward, 1661. Isam, or Irom, once 
b common surname, is believed to be now extinct in the 
parish. The first entry of baptism is dated 18th of May; 
marriages, 4th June; and burials, 1st April, in the year 
1637. In the register of burials there is recorded an 
Instance of a corpse heing buried " in linnen." In order to 
^courage the manufacture of woollen stuffs, .\cts of Par- 
listnent were passed, enjoining that all corpses should be 
bnried m serge, exception being permitted only on tlie pay- 
Dient of a tax or fine. This explains the following entry : 
"The Right Hon. Lady Lucy, Countess of .Donegal, was 
buried July 30th, 1782, and an information was given j" 
pext day y' she was buried in Linnen." 



i-PTON. 
St. Mary Magdalene, Upton, was constituted n district 
Church in June, 1848. The London Gazette contained the 
following announcement, "That a new district ho formed 
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out of the pariBh of Tormohuu, to be called the diairi<)l 
Upton, and the patronage to be vested in Sir L. V. 
and Lawrence Palk, Esij., in consideration of an em 
ment provided by tbem of i'150 a year." The late I 
Dftwfion gave a large bequest. The Rev, R. R. 1 
Leeds, was presented to the living by the patrons in Ift 
The Church was built under what is known as Sir Rob< 
Peel's Act ; its opening was delayed for a long time, a 
waa only permitted at last on a certain number of s 
Bcribers raising the sum required for its completion on their 
personal security. A condition was annexed to the largest 
donation that the seats should be " free and imappropriatei— 
forever:" this readered a voluntary congregational fni 
necessary, but the amount thus raised has ne 
sufficient, without a special appeal, to provide for a curateli 
stipend. The Church was consecrated on the l'2th Apri 
1849. It is a handsome building by Salvin, in the Earfti 
English style, consisting of a nave, lean-to aisles, Hpsidnl 
chancel and detached tower, which is surmounted by > 
graceful spire. It has a peal of eight bells. The toverl 
and spire were erected several years after the Church ; com-^ 
menced in June, 1853. and completed September, 185J;I 
the former was built in commemoralion of the iJakeofl 
Wellington. The cost of the edifice was about £15,000, 1 
and the number of seats is one thousand. There ifl « I 
small burial ground attached to the Church. The first ^ 
interment took place February llth, 1S50, and crested 
much dissatisfaction in the town, as the yard abutted on 
the public road. This, together with the state of tbe 
churchyard at Torre, influenced the inhabitants to pro^^^ 
a cemetery. The eminent Arctic explorer and scientific 
philosopher, Er. Scoresby, lies buried in this place. H* 
resided in Torquay many years, and freely gave his serricea 
as a lecturer to the various literary and scientific instita- 
tions in the town. His researches respecting the effect oi I 
ships on the magnetic needle were of immense iinpo^ I 
tance to maritime enterprise ; and his works on the arctie 1 
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zsgions are full of interest. In December, 1857, a monu- 
ment, bearing the following inBcription, was erected in the 
church : " In memory of the Rev, William Scoresby, D.D., 
F.B.S.. Member of the Institute of France, and of various 
other scientific institutions in Europe and America, in early 
life a distinguished seaman, renoivned for his discoverieB in 
arctic regions, afterwards Vicar of Bradford, and latterly 
hDnorarj lecturer in this church ; pious, benevolent, devoted 
to Bcience, of surpassing energy, hie friends aud admirers, 
in grateful recollection of his public services, and as a testi- 
monial of their regard for his private worth, have erected 
this monument. Born at Crofton, near Whitby, A.D. 1789, 
Died at Torquay, March 21st, 1857." In 1856-7 as the 
vane did not act, and as there was a perceptible oscillation 
of the upper part of the spire, Messrs. Pinder and Halliwell 
of Halifax, who had earned the soubriquet of "Flying 
Jacks" by their ability to scale steeples and chimneys, were 
engaged to examine the vane. By flying a kite several 
times, ropes were ingeniously attached to the top of the 
spire ; one of the ropes was made to run on a pulley, with 
a weight at one end and a board on the other ; by this 
means the men were able to ascend the spiru, when they 
- found that the top stone had become loosened by the workiiLg 
of the vane-rod, which was too slender for the weather- 
cock. A few years later a similar defect rendered another 
ascent necessary, and this was performed satisfactorily by 
a mason and his son named Hutchings of Torquay; an 
operation which was again repeated in 18G9, 

Owing to the division of the parish into districts, the 
Torquay National Schools which belonged to Upton were 
assigned to St. Luke's, which necessitated new ones for 
Upton, A very handsome school-house, accommodating 
230 children, was, therefore, built in 1871 on the western 
side of the church. 

Boston Fields Schools were built in 1855, at a cost of 
£248, and accommodates 70 children. These have been 
transferred to the Ellacombe district. 
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At a meeting held in April, 1854, Mr. W. Kitson, 
behalf of Mr. Palk, submitted a scheme to the paxishionera 
for erecting two churcbeH for a new district, to be known 
Torwood, with a burial ground to be attached to one of 
them. An Act of Parliament to that effect, but with( 
the burial ground. waH parsed May the 22nd, 1855 
cording to this Act authority was given for the coat 
erection to be secured aa a loan on the Beat rents. Torwood 
has an endowment of i;i50 from the great tithes of the 
original parish, which are in the bauds of lay impropriatora 
The two churches cost £10.000, which was borrowed urn 
the powers of the Act, to be repaid in thirty years, 
January, 1856. the Kev. J. R. Hogg was appointed to 
charge of the newly-formed ecclesiastical district of Ti 
wood. A room in a house belonging to ilr. Peek, on tl 
Lincombe Eoad, was licensed by the Bishop of the diocaas 
for carrying on divine worship until the Church of St 
Mark's was erected. The foundation stone was laid liy 
Mrs. R. J. M. St. George on the 25th of April, 1856. Tbe 
work progreaaed well mitil December 13th, when the tower 
fell down. It appeared that the most strenuous eier- 
tions had been made to hasten on the work before tlie 
setting in of the wet weather, and the rapidity with wliioh 
it was advanced afforded much gratification. The masonry 
of the tower bad been raised to its intended height when 
early on the morning of the 13th the whole of the eii6tfni 
side fell, and the remainder was so weakened that it wis 
neeessary for it to be taken down. The church was con- 
secrated on the 15tb of October, 1857, by the Bishop irf 
Exeter, Dr. Phillpotts. The plan of the building is cruci- 
form, consisting of nave, arches, chancel, chancel ftisl*^ 
and transepts, with central tower ; the latter was restored 
to the roof of the building, but has never been comiilelei 
The Ulterior of St. Mark's has a very fine effect. Mr. 
Minton, the eminent tile manufacturer, largely contribntfli 
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adornment of the church. Seats are provided for 
850 persons. 

St. Matthias's Chnrch consists of nave, transepts, 
chancel, and gabled aisles, and will seat 500. The founda- 
tion stone was laid April 13th, 1857. 

Both churches are built of the local limestone, in deco- 
rated Gothic, by designa from Mr, Salvin, and one-third 
of the seats are free. 

Torwood was constituted a district by an Order in 
Council October lltb, 1861, St. Mark's Church has a fine 
organ, which cost j£450, and was given by the congregation. 
St. Matthias was provided with an organ in May, 1866. 

A very pretty school-house was erected close by St, 
Uatthias's Church in June, 1871, The first stone was laid 
by Lady Palk. At the time the proposal was made there 
was some doubt whether a school was necessary, the in- 
habitants being so few. The school was fairly occupied 
with children two years after its completion ; about eighty 
DOW attend. 



ST. JOHN'S. 

On the 22nd of November, 1861, by an Order iu Council, 
the district of 8t. John's was legally defined and constituted, 
St. John's Church, or at least the building which occupied 
the ground of the existing structure, was opened in 1816, 
as a chapel -of- ease to Torre. It was built, according to the 
Trust deed. " for the purpose of promoting the interests of 
religion and providing the inhabitants of Torquay with a 
convenient place of worship," The site was purchased by 
the Rev. Roger Mallock, the patron of Tormohuu, and the 
site, with the chapel, were conveyed to trustees, who bad 
power of levyuig pew rents to provide a stipend for the 
minister. There were 300 sittings in the chapel, of which 
120 were free. It was very plain and unpretentious in 
style ; it was almost square, with heavy over-hanging eaves, 
and a wooden turret at the north end for the bell : it had 
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galleries on three sides and a Bmall apsidal chancel. _ Tlio " 
Bishop of Eseter, whenever he was in residence at Bishop- 
atowe, always attended service at this church, aud frequently 
he officiated. There were occaaionally differences of opiniooj 
on mattfrs of doctrine hetween bim and the Rev. W. GJ 
Parks Smith, the perpetual curate of the church. On oni 
occasion, Easter Day, 1847, as his li^rdship sat within tlu 
communion rails, he noticed sundrj- vases of flowers and ■ 
huge cross ou the communion tahle. With a stroke of I 
hand he endeavoured to sweep off the vases, but did uol 
quite succeed, for as the vases were fastened with twine, them 
dangled over the table. Law proceedings were instituted 
and on the 28th of Jlay judgment was given against ths 
Rev. W. G. Parks Smith, " for placing or causing to 1 
placed and severally to remain, during divine service i 
Easter Day this year, in variona parts of the said Chapel 
of St. John's, Torquay, especially on the communion table, 
certain ornaments unlawful and contrary to the laws ecclCr^ 
siastical, namely, two glass vases containing dowers, and J 
cross nine feet high and decked with flowers." Mr. Smitll 
was sentenced to be admonished not to repeat the offence,"' 
and to pay the costs of the proceedings. As soon as the 
district was legally constituted, the Rev. W. G. Parks Smith, 
with the advice of bis friends, took measures for erecting a 
new church. The district of St. John's is the smallest in 
the parish, and includes some very poor localities, the 
number of inhabitants being estimated at 3,000. It wat j 
therefore found impossible to provide funds for e 
building as he contemplated, and liaving consulted ^r^ 
Street, architect, it "was resolved to erect it m sectionsKJ 
commencing with the chancel. By an arrangement witha 
the Local Board of Health, the road in front was widened 
to nearly double its original extent, which allowed thei 
architect to bring out the building to the line of palisndei 
which enclosed the original building. Two of the housei 
of the adjacent Montpellier Terrace were purchased, thof 
giving scope for extending the building in that direction, 
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It was npon the site of those houses that the chancel was 
commenced. No sooner, however, was the old fabric touched, 
than objections were raised by the trustees, who wished to 
see the whole of the money required for the buUding of the 
church guaranteed before the work was proceeded witb, 
One of their allegations was that the building committee 
were proceeding without a faculty. The work was stopped 
for several months, and it was only after protracted nego- 
oiations that it was resumed. The church was built in 
three aections — the chancel being the first. When the 
chancel was completed and ready for the cekbration of 
divine service Bishop Phillpotts raised an objection to the 
character of the reredos, but as his wishes in respect 
thereto were readily complied with, the use of the chancel 
was sanctioned, and it was consecrated on the 8th of 
November, 1864. By Hay, 1866, the n^ve had so far 
advanced as to allow of its being connected with the 
chancel, and in October, the next year, it was consecrated. 
Daring the progress of the building it was struck by 
lightning. This occurred on the 16th of July, 1867. Be- 
tween three and four o'clock in the afternoon there was a 
tremendous explosion, accompanied by a vivid Hash over 
the church. This was followed by a shower of stones, 
wbich were thrown to a distance of from two to three 
hundred yards. The roof of one of the houses in Lawrence 
Place was broken through, and several fragments struck 
the fronts of the houses. The electric ciu-reut had struck 
the cross on the summit of the chancel arch, made of Ham 
Hill oolite, and weighing two and a-hatf humlrod weight. 
Portions of the cross were found on each side of the church. 
The current then divided, passing down the copings of the 
gable, massive fragments of which were dispersed in every 
direction. On the- north it passed away into the adjoining 
cliff; on the south it leaped across to the flying buttress, 
where it diffused itself over the roofs of the houses below, 
the deluge of rain causing their wet surfaces to act as a 
conductor. The defects caused by this exceptional thunder- 
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SvT-i^t ik? r—^rrciTie thr nAtund difficulties of the 
tZS: izii .-.'ii5cnLTci k ziizTziL which is an ornament to the 
•Drxz. iZ'L —-ttvI fr:=ii xi-c s^a, forms a prominent object 
OL •±T .:Lr.£5<r4r«. rr.'r cJ:zi«h has a lofty clerestoried 
rA-T. tliT Iz'r -Iz-r^crry windows being quadruplets of 
-iZ'-'^c^. TZT'T-nil 'SL Zr:izL\. embraced under a common 
--:•:•:. iji'i ii— .It-I rj cc:rr\rsse5 : there is also a clerestoried 
:i:iz^:l. ntlrr l.-w^r ihsn the nave, the clerestoried 
Tii:i.T> l^r: '>:ir-: Icir*" co;iplrts of plain lancets with a 
::':i-~-::L::i:c-i .•:r:!: in ihe head. The ^outh chancel aisle 
Ljt> J. '-Tiz-:: rx: in :t< wcstem part, but more towards 
:h-: ri>: il-rr: :> jb :rur:>Ter?e gable, which marks the organ 
:I:in::^:r. a1>. :^:: >av:r:>:T. The south aisle has six traceried 

m 

li^iiTs t::!:;-.:: vuvilii:^ buttresses. The chancel is groined 
m :w: u-T-riAl lavs, the sanetuarv havini; a narrower 
^ui..ir:v;vr:::-, riul:. The sanctuary has a rich internal 
&rv'a*ic r:"::.: ::s three sides. The chancel aisles open into 
•lir /..Li:::-/- ' y tw:^ ::rjhis. IVojeoting to the uorth-east of 
:Lr o1:a:".:cI ir-. vv. v;u::i;u:ii< vestries, spacious and well- 
i.rr.i::.:-, :. ■'.: :;-.v.: <:;ii:vl< half cn^zaj^ed at tlu* south- 
V. r: : :l.t - i.:.. :;>^. ::> lowtr part strving as a porch. 
I'L- r-ii::i::..i-.r ^ : rl:. tow^r, which is vet to Ik- built, is a 
it-iui: oi i: ;:.:. «.: .: :.:.htv. The bdfrv wimlows arc deeplv 
ivotS'td ir. * aiuN I'oiiiud hv the huttrosses aiul the coruict, 
rhtv arc of two liizht^. with a trefoil above, the areh-heuJ 
btiiic eontaiiuvi within a triangular label. There are 
deeply projtcting loiivre-boanls. From a richly-moulded 
cornice rises a Kad-covered quadrangular pyramid, inter- 
cepted near the top by an open-arched stage, above which 
the pyramid is continued. Picturesque turrets, also covered 
with lead, spring up at the angles. 

In addition to the ordinary font which stands at the 
west end of the nave, there is a baptistery for adult inmier- 
sions in a projecting recess, in the middle of the west wall. 
This baptistery, which is sunk 8ft. 9in. below the pavement. 
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ifl reached by four descending steps, and is guarded hj a 
dwarf vail. This font is cut out of one solid block of 
marble. 

The groining in Tarious parts of the church is well 
treated, and the local marble is largely used. The 
vaulting shafts, the hoods of the clerestory window, and 
the chancel arch, are corbelled with marble shafts. The 
chancel aisle arches have Youssoirs of alternate colours, 
and their piers, clustered in plan, are also of coloured 
marble, banded horizontally. Externally the irregularity 
of the site and of the level is turned to excellent picturesque 
effect — the east end in particular, with the fine flying but- 
tresses supporting the chancel groining, and the vestries, 
roofed with gables transversely to the axis of the chiurcb at 
the north-east end, give variety of outline. 

St. John's is a very conspicuous object from the sea, 
and when the tower is completed its effect will be much 
increased. The church will accommodate 800, and the 
seats are all free. The cost of construction was £12,500, 
exclusive of those parts which come under the head of 
decorations, and which have been given by members of the 
congregation. 

The inlaid marbles in the quartrefoils in the sanctuary 
are separate gifts, and are tho work of Mr. Blackler of St. 
Mary-Cbureh. The carved bosses at the intersection of the 
ribs of the groined roof of the chancel represent, — the one 
our Lord sitting in the midst of seven lamps, holding & 
lK)ok with seven seals, — the other, St. John writing the 
Apocalypse, with the eagle by his side. The carved corbels 
at the chancel arch together represent the Annunciation. 
The handsome brass and wrought iron screen at the 
entrance to the chancel was presented as a memorial. The 
dimensions of the building are: Nace, length, 91 feet; 
width, 29 ; width, including aisles, 58 ; height to ceiling 
66 feet. Chancel, length, 37 feet; width 28j; height, 40ft. 
St. John's possesses a really good organ, built by Hill and 
Son, of London, at a cost of £1,400 ; the total number of 
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pipes is 2,000. It has four mtinuals, oompasn CC to G. 
64 notes ; pedal organ compass CCG to F, 80 notes. It is 
composed of great organ with nine stops ; choir organ with 
six stops; swell organ with eight stops; solo organ with 
five stops ; pedal organ with seven stops. The instrument 
has also five composition pedals and three swell pedals. 

The stained glass windows ah-eady in the church are 
as follows : — The east window is a memorial, having for 
its subject the entry into the Heavenly Jerusalem, li^ _ 
the upper part is a representation of our Lord in glory , 
sm-rounded by angels with musical instruments in thei^^ 
hands. The various figures below are representatiT-^w< 
characters of Patriarchs, Prophets, Apostles, Evangelists^, 
Martyrs, Arcbbisliops, Bishops, Virgins, and Children. Ir^i 
the chance] on the north side, the circular window in tl^«' 
clerestory over the sacrarium contains the figure of the Arcta- 
angel Gabriel. The window next to it has in it the figUTi 
of Saints Gregory and Augustine, two learned doctors 
theology. On the south side of the clerestory, the circulaf 
window 1ms a figure in it of St, Michael, and the windoir 
next to it the figures of Saiutn John and Lake. In tlic 
south chancel aisle the window at the east end represenfs 
the Resurrection and the Ascension. In the south aisle of 
nave the third window has for its subjects, " Christ walking 
on the Sea," and " The Raising of Jairus's Daughter. " 
In the last window the subjects are " The Nativity " and 
"The Annunciation." The window in the south olerestorv 
of the nave has in one centre light the Crucifis.iou and the 
Brazen Serpent; in the other the Piercing of our Lonl's 
Side and Water from the Rock. The ligures in the smaller 
lights are those of St. Thomas and Elijah. The winJfi* 
over the baptistery represents the Holy Spii'it. 

^lission Rooms are maintained in Swan Street and 
Braddons Street. There are also two schools ; one tins 
choir school, which supplies the choir with voices, coBtin{l| 
from ilOO to itl50 a-year, and the girls' and infuits' 
school in Braddons Street, which number about 120 children. 
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DISTRICT OF ST. LUKE'S. 

When the district of Upton was formed and the church 
built, it was thought that ample means had been taken tu 
meet the requirements of the pariah for many years to 
oomii. Tliis, however, soon proved erroneous. The ever- 
increasing population (which bad doubled itself from 1851 
to 1861) demanded further church accommodation. The 
Rev. Dr. Harris strove to meet the requu-ements of the 
poor districts of Torre, Melville Street, and neighbourhood, 
and with the assistance of friends, he obtained a site for what 

proposed to he a very unpretending building, as a chapel- 
of-ease to Torre, in the plantation of beeches on the nortli 
slope of Warren Hill, The cost of the church was esti- 
mated at ±'6,000, and the plans were prepared by Mr. 
A. W. Elomfield, Unfortunately for the promoters, the 
cost of the site, both in its purchase and excavation, proved 
to be unexpectedly large. The comer stone was laid by 
Mr, H. C. Mallock. Enclosed in the stone was a bottle 
containing a number of citrrunt com, and a parchment 
bearing the following inscription : — 

** In tbe name of the Fatber, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghosti 
a corner stone uf the Churuh of St. Luke the Evftngeliat, in the 
parish of Toruohun, in the county uf Devuu anit dioueae of Exotei' (to 
be built by voluntary contnbutions fur the iiicreoaed aocnmmoilatiou 
«f the pariabioners of tbe aaid pariah) was laid by Charles Herbert 
UoUocIe, Esq., of Cocldugtoii Court, Uevoii, putroii of the united living 
of Tomiohun and Oockington, on the Sth May, IStit, being Ascension 
Day, the Right Rev. Henry Phillpotta, D.D,, bfiiig Bishop of tbe 
'diooeae, the Rev. Joseph Remington Harris, D.D., beinj^ per[«tual 
Oirste of tbe united parishes ; Arthur \V. Blonifield, being the archi- 
Lo, I am with you alway, even uuto the end of the world. Amen. 
'—Malt, xn-iii., 30. Lord, remember Thy graciouB [■romise, and progress 
<tha vork of our hands. Amen." 

On the 4th of November, 18ij2, the church was consecrated 
by the Bishop of Jamaica. The building will seat a 
thousand persons, and half the church from east to west 
is entirely free and unappropriated. The design has been 
adapted to the peculiar site, and wliile the church ia by 
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no me&nB destitute of ornamental details, use and not 
show vas the main object aimed at. The substitution of^ 
for stone in the columnB between the nave and aiale^ 
very pleasing one, although there ie no precedent fbw 
he use of iron columns in cbm-cheB, The practical gal^ 
is, that the view of the officiating clergyman is not cut C::::^ 
'rom any one member of the congregation. The propc;:^ 
of the chancel arch are very good — springing fr^:}^ 
richly-carved caps, resting on columns of Devonsia 
marble, which again rest on finely-carved angt 

The chancel was enlarged and beautified in 1670. 
whole of the roof of the chancel is panelled, and i 
panel there is either an inscription or scriptural repreHenta- 
tion illustrative of the Benedicite and Te Deum. Beneatbaad 
in the centre are the Holy Trinity, and on either side Israel, 
Abraham, MoHes, and David, and the priefits of the Lord, 
Samuel, Melcheaideck, and Aaron. The next aeries ot five 
medallions below contain angeU with scrolls, and btaefttli 
each, taking them in order, are Cherubim and Serapliim, 
the Apostles SS. Peter, Paul, and Matthew ; the Prophets 
Hosea, Daniel, and Ezekiel; the Martyrs SS. .Vgn^s, 
Stephen, and Catherine ; the Holy Church, SS. Jtrome, 
Ambrose, Austin, and Gregory. The illustrations of the 
Te Deum are over the altar, and that of the BeO'edieite 
over the choir. Above the seats of the clergy is a frieze, 
with medallions of angels ; over the chancel arch tin; 
Annunciation ; and below these are the Ten Commiind- 
ments. The colours are altogether rich, and harmonize as 
far as possible with the natural hue of the siu-roimding 
sandstone and marbles. 

The schools for St. Luke's were commenced in 1 
Road in October, 1861, and were opened on the 22ud J 
April, 1862 ; two hundred children can be accommodated. 

In 1869 St, Luke's was created an ecclesiastical districl. 
taking the back lane of Fimlico and the Torquay National 
Schools from Upton pariah. 

The first vicar was the Rev. George Collyer Harris, i 
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"incumbent of Tor. He was a clergyman of great 
Jity, and soon made St. Luke's the most popular of the 
oburclits in Torquay. The church was crowded at every 
Bei^ce, and on many occasions admissiou could not be 
pained. Soon after the appointment of Bishop Temple, 
Hie Rev. G. C, Harris was made a prebendary of Exeter 
jCathedral. Unfortunately for hia congregation his health 
broke down, and after a Tisit to Italy he returned to Tor- 

iuay, and died on the 4th of May, 1874, aged forty years, 
'he Itev. \V. S. Boyle, who had officiated as curate for 
ame considerable time, was presented to the vacant living. 
The late vicar had long cherished a design for ustablishing 
Middle Class School, and his friends have since erected a 
building for this purpose, and have dedicated it to his 
■nemory. The school was formally opened on the 3rd of 
Way, 1877. Mr. Firth Garside, M.A., is the head master. 



THE MISSION CHAPEL OF ST. MICHAEL AND 
ALL ANGELS, PIMLICO. 

As scon as St. Luke's was created an ecclesiastical dia- 
, the late Rev, Preb. Harris, the vicar, resolved upon 
^omoting misfeion services in the poorest quarter of hie 
liBtrict. With this view he obtained possession of a roomy 
1 in Pimlico, formerly used as coal cellars, which he 
ed to be neatly fitted up as a placti of worship. The 
gamble mission room soon became insufficient to accom- 
Buodate the congregation, and hence the building of a new 
ihurch was resolved upon. A site in Pimlico, abutting on 
Market Street, was obtained, and the fouudation stone was 
laid by Sir L. Palk, M.P., on the 24th of July. 1875. The 
^one consisted of a square block of black marble, with one 
j^de polished, on which was cut the following inscription : 

" lu the name of thii Futhcr, aucl of the Son, aiiJ of the Holj Ghoat, 
e fouudation stone oF the Church of St. Michael and All Angels wu 
kid on the 24ih of July, 1B75, by Sir Lawi'eiice Palk, Bart, M.P., iu 
ihe epiwopate of Frederick Temple." 
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The church was opened by the Bishop of Exeter on the 
29th of April, 1877. It consists of a nave, with north and 
south lean-to aisles, a north porch, a chancel, with a south 
aisle screened off from the south aisle of the nave to act as 
a choristers* vestry, while the priests* sacristy is to the 
east of it, and corresponding with the south chancel aisle 
is a transeptal building on the north side, to contain a 
future orpm. This feature in the architect's original design 
represented a tower and spire of imposing dimensions, a 
project which, for various reasons, was abandoned, but 
which, if desired, may yet be engrafted on this transeptal 
erection. The internal dimensions from east to west are 
101ft. Gin. long, and 51ft. across, embracing the aisles; 
the nave is 62ft. Gin. long, and the chancel is 39ft. long by 
21ft. 9in. wide. The nave, which is fifty feet high to its 
apex, is di\'ided from its aisles by a graceful arcade of mas- 
sive proportions of four bays ; from the terminals of the 
labels of these arches centreing with the columns of the 
arcade rise boltels or shafts, embedded in a hollow, edged 
with beailiiii::, to carrv the curvilinear braces of the ])old 

*^ ft 

principals which sustain the roof. Over the arcades ar.- 
cKn story \vin«lo\vs, arran^^eil in couplets; tlie internal 
arche-^ ^pi'ii^o f^'^^i^ ^^ double-shaft im.1 pier, resting on th*- 
crown of tlie archt^s of the aisles, and on each side from a 
shafred pii-r which is divid^^d hy the boltcl previously men- 
tioned ; a sliafti'd corbel l)cneath tlKst* cierestorv arciie*^ 
also carries a roof principal. Centreing with each buy of 
the arcade, except where the porch occurs, are window> in 
coui)lets to light the ai>les ; these are divided t'xternally by 
broad piers, and internally by isolated shafts. The wvst 
end is lighted bv a fine rose vvindow. The nave roof con- 
sists of twelve bold, Ihielv-mouldcd, curvilinearlv-braced 
principals, which, springing from their shafts, tling them- 
selves across the spacious nave, and the lower portions are 
supported by foliated curvilinear braces between the prin- 
cipals, which are further stayed by a moulded continuous 
rib at the apex of the braces of the principals. The nave 
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divided from the ebftncel by a lofty archway, thus bringing 
'into view tht richly arcaded walls of the chancel. The side 
[Walls have five bays of upper arches, three of which on the 
sRouth side, and two on the north, are pierced with lancet 
>viridowB. The two weetemmost bays are blank panels, 
abbreviated by the intrusion of an arch similar to those 
of the arcade, dividing the chancel from its south aisle, and 
from the organ chamber to the north. On either side, 
underneath the windows and centreing with tbem though 
mibdi%'ided, is a sniaUer arcade of five bays, which, on one 
side, ingeniously embraces a credence-fihelf and neditia of 
sbree bays, while the last forms the entrance into the 
pleat's sacristy. The chancel being as lofty as the nave, 
fadmits of a grand triplet window, the centre light of which 
!j8 19 feet high, and on a line with its sill runs a continuous 
deep, well-moulded, alabaster cornice, having carved angeU 
'At intervals, holding a continuous riband, whereon are 
Sncised the words, " Holy, Holy, Holy." The building he- 
Songs to what is known as the "first pointed" style of 
larchitecture. The stone nsed is the red conglomerate of 
Paignton, the dressings consisting of a green stone from 
the Forest of Dean. Mr. Pritchard was the architect, and 
Mr. W. A. Gosfi the builder. The cost was £6,300. The 
BeT. H. M. Patch is the curate in charge. 



DISTRICT OF ELLACOMBB.— CHRIST CHURCH. 

This district was formed out of Upton, the order for its 
erection appearing in the London Gazette, August. 1868. 
Ah far back, however, as 1861, Sir L. Palk saw the necessity 
of providing for the spiritual needs of the increasing popu- 
lation, and when appealed to by the Rev. Preb. Wolfe, 
granted a site for a school -house, with a gift of £100 towards 
its erection. The remainder of the sum necessary waa 
raised by the rector of Upton. The school was built and 
used for the performance of divine worship up to the 
time the new church was opened. The late Mr. A. F. 
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Haliborton offered to bnfld the church, at a cost of £5,000, 
and Sir L. Palk, besides giving the site for the church, set 
apart a piece of land for the parsonage, and gave an 
annuity of £25, equivalent to the sum of £625 ; it was 
agreed that the patronage should be vested for forty years 
in the hands of Sir John Eennaway, the Bev. B. B. Wolfe, 
Mr. C. Pannel, and Mr. A. F. Haliburton. The comer 
stone was laid on the 9th of August, 1867, by the founder 
Olr. Haliburtoni, and on the 20th August, 1868, it was 
consecrated by Bishop Chapman, of Colombo, acting for the 
aged Bishop of Exeter. The edifice is in the early Grothic 
style of architecture, and is built of the local limestone, 
with Bath stone dressings. It consists of a nave, ending 
in an octagonal apse, and is 95 feet from east to west, and 
53 feet wide, including the south aisle, which is divided 
from the nave by Gothic arches, supported by iron columns 
with enriched capitals. At the south-west angle is a tower, 
which serves as an entrance lobby to the church, 
with an or«;an gallery above. The tower terminates in 
an octapjoiial bt-lfry and a Bath stone spire. The churcli 
internally is wry spaciou> and open. Accommodation is 
proviilfjil f(>r s^.vtii hundruil pt-rsons, and provision has been 
made for future enlargt/nient. 

Tlif tir>t vicar was the Rev. A. Baring-Gould, who was 
succeeded by tlu* Rev. C. Camp; and the present holder of 
the living is the Rev. J. A. Jamieson. 

In April, IJ^TT, the parishioners determined to provide 
their vicar with a parsonage, and at the preliminary meeting 
about i* 100 wa^ subscribed. Subsequently, the Committee 
to whom was confided the task of procuring a parsonage. 
purchas(»d Osborne Hall, the freehold of which has been 
^ven by Sir L. Palk and Mr. Palk. 



TRINITY CHURQH, 



Trinity Church is a proprietary place of worship in 
nection with the Establishment. It was originally btdlt 
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Independent Chapel, after designa by Mr. Fonlston. 
Fhe foundation stone was laid by Admiral Pearson on the 
of June, 1830, and was opened on the 2lBt of June, 
1881. The Rev. W. Greenwood was the minister; he, how- 
ever, joined the Church of England, and took the greater 
portion of his congregation with him, and ever since that 
the church has been connected with the Establishment. It 
■was afterwards purchased by the Rev. R. Fayle for £4,000, 
and in 1838 underwent considerable alterations. On the 
death of Mr. Fayle in 1874, the church passed intii 
the hands of the present minister, the Rev. F. Baines. 
Seating is provided for 1,000 persons. Trinity schools were 
opened on the Oth of January, 1847, and provides for 200 
-children. 

ALL SAINTS iTBMPORARYj CHURCH. 

As a new town, comparatively speaking, was soon built 
oyer the Torre Abbey meadows, the accommodation afforded 
by the parish church of Torre was inadequate, and a pro- 
losal was made to enlarge the building. This, however, 
being objected to on the ground that the graves in the yard 
would be interfered with, it was determined to bnild a tem- 
porary church to meet the immediate needs of the popula- 
tion, leaving the erection of a permanent edifice to a more 
oonvenient time. Accordingly a site was obtained in a field 
ftt the higher end of Mill Lane, and a temporary church 
Tras built, which was opened on the 31st of October, 1867. 
It has proved of great service to the neighbourhood. The 
Eev. "W. Arthur is the curate in charge, 

ST. ANDREW'S (PRESBYTERIAN , CHURCH. 

This church, situated in the Torwood Gardens, was 
opened on the 5th of April, 1863 ; the style is described as 
early Gothic, with Scottish' features. Accommodation is 
provided for five hundred persons. The minister is the 
Bev. A. N. Mackray. 
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THE CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTIOS. 

From the passing of the Toleration Act to 1854 \ 
Ttomaii Catholics of tho district worshipped in Torre Abb< 
where the refectory of the old monks was couverted intc— -^ 
chapel. A piece of ground, covered with a plantation , 
fine beech trees, situated in the Abbey Road, waa given^ t, 
Mr. Cary as a site for a new church ; and on the 24tfc» q/ 
.\pril, 1853, the foundation stone of the Church of (i^, 
Assumption was laid by the Bight Kev. Bishop Erring^oo, 
assieted by the Rev. Dr. Clifford, Among those -whn 
assisted at the ceremony were the Earl and Coimtfss o! 
Fingall, Lady Henrietta Pluukett. the Hon. E. Pluniett, 
Lord Stafford, and Sir H. and Lady Bejiington. The rain 
fell heavily ; the Bishop notwithstanding stood 'forwarJ aad 
delivered an appropriate address. He alluded to the fsri 
that the site of the new chapel was still on the groandfl of 
Torre Abbey, where fioman Catliolies Iiad for many cfn- 
turieB worshipped, and that the ground was the giftoftliH'' 
liberal patron, Mr. Cary. Early in 1854, the cburtb 
was consecrated by the Eight Rev. Dr. Errington, Bishop 
of PljTiiouth, assisted by the Hon. and A'ery Rev, Ciiniin 
Clifford, the Very Rev. Monseigneur England, the Very 
Rev. Canons Wollett, Brindle, Power, and Morris, and the 
Rev. Messrs. Lomax, Cass, Price, and Laffin, witii 11""^* 
twelve other priests. The huildmg was considered an eicd- 
lent example of Early English architecture, but the addilioH" 
on the north aide have not improved its appearance, boo 
the entire removal of the beech trees in front within the 
last few years has given it a naked appearance. The cbornh 
was built from the designs of Mr. Hansom, and holds abont 
four hundred ; it consists of nave, transepts, and chiini!*'' 
The handsome stained glass window in the chancel, repW^ 
Renting the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, was given l] 
Mr. Cary, and the rich marblfe altar was contributed \ 
several members of the congregation. A school haul' 
on the south side and a presbytery at the west end f>^ 
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built in 1857- Subsequently the presbytery was devoted to 
the purposea connected witli the school, and another was 
built to the east of the church. The foundation stone of 
the school bore the following inscription : — 

" ^ The foticdatinn atone of these achooln wus laid to the glory of 
God on Julj 16th, 1857, nbilRt Pius IX. was governing tbe Cbiircb, 
Queen Victoria happily reigning over the British Empire, the Bight 
Bev. Dr. Vaughaa presiding over the See of Plymouth, the Very Rev. 
M. J, CanoD Fuwei', incumbent ; C. H. Hansom, architect." 

In 1856 an organ was provided by the congregation, 
In April, 1863, the Rev. Canon Power, "priest of the 
Boman Catholic Mission to Torquay," was, on the occasion 
of his leaving tbe town, presented with a hundred guineas 
and a silver medal. 



THE IVESLEYAS'S. 



Wesleyanism may be said to have been planted in this 
district by the founder of the denomination himself. Al- 
though there is no passage in his Journals to indicate that 
he actually visited the epot, there is the oral testimony of 
inhabitants which it would be difficult to gainsay. St, Mary- 
Church was visited on different occasions by Wesley and 
WhitBeld, whose teachings took a firm hold on the minds 
of the people. Wesley held meetings at the bouse of one 
of the members at Barton, and there is a field pointed out 
as the place where he addressed the people in tbe open air. 
"Whitfield was a guest of the Shepherds who lived at 
Westhill. Wesleyanism was sedulously fo.stered at Barton, 
where the friends met together at each other's houses, and 
eventually set up a meeting room in 1806, mainly through 
the efforts of Mr. J. Henley. About the same time 
Methodism was introduced into Torquay by Mr. Edward 
Henley, the members meeting regularly for service in a 
room in George Street. A difliculty was experienced in 
obtaining ground on which to erect a obapel, for Noncon- 
formity was under a cloud. This, however, was at length 



(nranonia» for their firet chapel was opened in 1807,* on the 
gRmnd How occupied by Mr. CrockweU'8 Ebop iti Flvet 
SbMt. 'a Sunday school was established in 1814. Id 
'1W8 "the chapel in the Meadow," as it was termed, was 
II iqi for a tnoie commadious and bandeome baildmg, 
1 the liock Road, formiug at that time a very con- 
B tmd ornamental feature of the town. But when 
Fleet Street was built it was cumpletcly bidden from view. 
The ohspel, which was opened July 7th, 1853. was designed 
bj Mr. E. Appleton, It in Early English in style, and bae 
ft nave and two aisles. The chapel provides seats for oni- 
thooBaod persons. Several alterations and improvements 
have been made since its erection. The adjoining scboots 
mre t^wned on the Srd of April. 1859. The cost of the 
eliapel and sehooli was over £8.000. In isn wfMal of 
the members seceded and joined the Uethodist "Fne Chnroh, 
and tor some considerable time oondacted their worship in 
the Union Hall. Owing to the diffieolty of reaching the 
chapel, several members of the bod; determined to ptovide 
another, which shoold also meet the wants of the eastern 
portion of the town. Aceordingty they obtained an exoellant 
site on the Babbaeombe Road, and on tlie 8rd of Mareh, 
1873. the three memorial stones of Wesley Choreh wan 
laid by Sir Francis Lycett, Mr. T. F. G. May, and Mr. W. 
IWker. The Ber. Lake Wiseman, President of th« Can- 
fereace. was present at the ceremony. On the 7th of 
JauuaiT, 1874, the church was opQied, The bnildiaf; 
f^vms a pRtmiuent object on the Babbaeombe Boad, and 
it.< lofty spir« is an attractire feature in the landscape fnau 
vwittus fv>iuts of new. The dimensions of the church an 
7::^ ft!«t by 4$. The chancel is 10 feet deep and 36 m ' 
width : at|;oiiiin$ are Taiiooa class rooms, yesbriaa, ttai 
otWr v>£<,v». Like St. Luke's Church, iron colnaBB haem 
twa iumslwvd. and separate the naTs from the rida tHiik 
Th« iwf i» <>p«]i-timb>avd and match-boarded a fm 
t,\4t>«r. Km tlk* curMi, cape, spnngen, and datb am 
• at AM A» ft<M «MMMa w fa a*M flkwL 



I^erro-cotts from the Watcombe Potteries was employed, and 
(forms an efFective contrast to the mural Btuccoing and the 
"^^amisbed wood-work. The pulpit and reading desk arc 
<5onetructed of pitch pine. The floor of the chancel is laid 
-vrith ornamental tiles. The windows are fitted with tinted 
(^lass, those at the eastern and western ends being coloured. 
The seats are low and open. The architectural style may 
Toe described as early decorated Gothic. The facing is of 
! clreseed limestone from the Barton quarries, and the main 
c^Qoins are of dressed dark limestone from Chudleigh, other- 
^vrise the dressings are of boi-ground Bath stone. The 
"tower to the cornice rises 40 feet, with a stone spire, termi- 
nating in a cross, 131 feet above the level of the ground. 
The architect was Mr. Johnson, London, and the builder 
Mr. E. P. Bovey, Torquay. 

This beautiful church did not altogether meet the re- 
— quirements of ttie Wesleyans ; those who worshipped at 
the Bock Boad Chapel still desired a more accessible place. 
Accordingly it was determined to build another chapel, and 
a site was obtained in Lower Union Street. The six 
memorial stones of the new edifice were laid on Tuesday, 
the 6th of November, 1877 — the first by Miss Brock of 
Exeter, the second by Miss Bayliss, the third by Mr. Herbert 
Hart, the fourth by Mr. Rotestone, the fifth by Mr. H. 
Wills, and the sixth by Mr. G. W. Williams. The chapel 
and schools will have a frontage of 110 feet; the former 
will seat a thousand persons, and the latter will accoinmo* 
date three hundred children. The architect ia Mr. J. W. 
Bowell, and the builder Mr. E. P. Bovey. 



THE INDEPENDENTS. 



Although the cause of Independency in Torquay has 
nudergone some strange vicissitudes of fortune, it ia power- 
ful and progressive. In 1831 the body was fairly numerous, 
and Trinity Church was built by them. The pastor, Mr. 
W. Greenwood, as stated in a preceding page, joined the 
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Ghtirch of England, and took vHh him the greater f 
of the congregation. There were fifteen, however, who stii 
adhered to the old cause ; these procured a room in Swai 
Street, close by what is now the foundry, and th«re carriaj 
on their worship until they were in a position to erect f 
chapel. In a short time they obtained a piece of grom 
in Gary Street, as Lower Union Street was then known, 
and in April, 1833, erected a neat little chapel which was 
capable of seating 350 persons, afterwards adding a school 
room. In 1H45-6 a difference occurred between the pastor 
(the Rev. John Orange) and the members ; the bulk of the 
latter seceded, and carried on their services at the Union 
Hall, under the Kev. A. Pope of Leamington. On the 13th 
of Api-il, 1846, the foundation stone of the " liock Meeting 
House " (Abbey Eoad Independent Chapelj was laid by the 
late Sir Culling Eardley. On Thursday, tbe 23rd of 
September, 1847, the chapel was opened. The building ia 
Byzantine in style, and is not inelegant. It will seat about. 
800 persons. The Rev. A. Pope continued the pastors 
for a few months, but was compelled to retire in 1848 x 
consequence of ill health. In 1864 the chapel underwec 
considerable enlargement, a gallery was added, and soi 
of the heavy columns were removed. In 1867 a vestr 
hall, lecture room, minister's vestry, organ apse, and singi 
gallery, were added. The Britifih Schools adjoining ' 
opened April 39th, 1853. It was originally intended i 
400 children, but it has since been enlarged, and will noT™ 
accommodate 650. The coat of chapel and schools was 
not less than £10,000. Tbe chapel was seriously damaged 
by fire on Sunday the 8rd of January, 1874, which was^ 
caused by the over-heating of a gas stove. The fire was. 
discovered in the apse, behind the pulpit, soon after five 
o'clock in the evening ; the organ loft, the seats used by tbe 
choir, and a portion of the pulpit were destroyed. Th* 
- damage was estimated at £500, 

Some of tbe influential members of the chapel helieving 
that Congregationalism was capable of considerable develop- 




^ 
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ment in Torquay, took measures for erecting a new place of 
worship, but before commeiioiDg so great an undertaking 
contented tiiemBelves with raising a temporary chapel of 
wood on the western side of the north-east Avenue at its 
higher end, at a cost of £1,500.* This chapel was opened 
on the 23rd of April, 1867. The Rev. Dr. Vaughan was the 
first minister, but he was obliged to retire after a few 
months, the state of his health not permitting him to carry 
on public mimstrations. A site for the new church was 
selected in Morgan's Nursery, at the junction of Torre 
Church Eoad with Abbey Road, and on the 24th of 
February, 1870, Belgrave Church was opened. Its archi- 
tecture is Gothic, of the early decorated period. The 
building consists of a nave, with north and south aisles, 
transepts, and an apsidal projection at the end of the nave, 
with organ chambers on oue side and vestries on the other. 
At what may be termed the west end of the north aisle 
stands a massive tower, which serves as a porch on that 
side of the building, and from it across from the west end 
of the nave is the nai'thex or porch for access to the main 
. portion of the building. There are galleries over the aisle 
and west end of the nave, with light open fronts of a 
character which to a great extent diminishes the objection 
usually made to galleries. The nave is supported from the 
aisles and transept by an arcade, carried by ornamental 
iron columns of a size which does not in any way prevent 
the congregation from seeing or hearing the minister. The 
appearance of the exterior is very striking, with its broken 
outlines and lofty tower, crowned by a parapet of Bath 
stone of rich design, and pinnacles at the angles. The 
tower is nearly a hundred feet in height from the level of 
the road. The intermixture of the local grey limestone 
with Bath stone in the external walls have a very pleasing 
effect. The chapel was designed by Mr. J. W. Rowell. In 

• After BelgT>ve Chareh «»i opened the Temponrj Cli>pel wm pnr- 
chued Jiy the East Vitifer Mining Company, who remoreJ it to thdr work^ 
uiil there oliliied it m ■ dwetling huuie uid office). 
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1877 the wealthy eongregation of Belgraye Church pur- 
chased the chapel in Gary Street, and resold the property 
for business purposes ; the chapel is now converted into the 
St. George's Hall, and the school room has given place to 
shops. 

THB BAPTISTS. 

This denomination was founded during the early part of 
the present century at Barton ; a branch was established 
in Torquay in 1831, the members meeting together in a 
room in George Street. A Sunday school was established 
in 1838. In a few years they built a neat little chapel, to 
hold about two hundred persons, in Temperance Street. In 
later years, under the ministry of the Bev. James ELings, 
who was very popular, the Baptists largely increased in 
numbers. On three occasions, commencing in 1863, the 
chapel was enlarged, but it was still too small. Accordingly 
ground was obtained in the St. Mary-Church Boad, and 
the Upton Vale Chapel was built at a cost of £8,000. The 
foundation stone was laid March 25th, 1862, by Mr. J. L. 
Parry, of Delhi, and it was opened for divine service in 
March, 1863. The building is very plain and neat ; bands 
of brick relieving the limestone constitute almost the only 
ornamentation, and there is no attempt at architectural 
effect. There is a large school on the basement, which will 
accommodate 400 children, and there are vestries, a lecture 
hall, class room, and a chapel house. The chapel is the 
largest in the towni, and will seat 1,400 persons. On the 
3rd of March, 1864, the Rev. Mr. Spurgeon preached two 
sermons in the chapel. The Eev. J. Kings died in December* 
1867, and was succeeded by the Eev. Evan Edwards. 



BIBLE CHRISTIANS. 



This community was formed in Torquay about the year 
1837. The foundation stone of the chapel now used by 
them at Tor Hill wad laid on Whit-Monday, 1868, and it 
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WM opened on the 15th of May, 1864, It ia a prett; 

bailding, and will bold 600. The echoole and a honse for 
the miniBter were built in 1867, the cost of the whole being 
over £2,000. 



THE PRIMITIVE METHODISTS. 

The old Baptist Chapel in Temperance Street was par- 
chased by the Primitive Methodists for iE650, and was 
opened by them Jnly 26th, 1863. The building, which is 
semi-Gothic, will hold 700 persons. A new chapel and 
schools are now built for this denomination at EUacombe. 



THE FRIENDS. 

The Society of Friends establighed a meeting house in 
the Warren Koad in 1854 ; it will hold 200 persons. There 
is a library connected with the Society, consisting of 
denominational works. 



PLYMOUTH BRETHREN. 



The two sections of Plymouth Brethren are represented, 
namely, at the room in the Warren Boad, built in 1852, 
which wiU hold 500, and at the room at the head of Banner 
Cross Steps. The latter body have recently removed to a 
large room in Lower Union Street. 



ALL CHRISTIANS. 



There is a meeting room for All Christians at Torre, 
a denomination which has been established for about forty 
years. 

UNITARIANS, 

Twenty-seven years ago the Unitarians held their ser- 
vices in the upper room of what is now the Golden Lion 
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public house, Lower Union Street. Mr. Montgomery 
was the minister, and when he left the town the small 
congregation became dispersed. 



SALEM CHAPEL. 

This chapel, now used as the School of Science and Art, 
originated in a singular way, through the instrumentality 
of a gentleman whose memory is still revered by a large 
number of the inhabitants of Torquay. The late Mr. 
Robert Stark was born at Chelson April 17th, 1788, and was 
brought up in the doctrines of the Church of England. 
After his marriage in 1814 he joined a body of dissenters 
of the Calvinistic persuasion, and having a large know- 
ledge of the scriptures, for he was a very studious man, he 
was occasionally called upon to occupy the pulpit. In the 
course of his researches he found that he could not accept 
the orthodox method of interpretation. His original views 
led to an estrangement between himself and his co-workers, 
and the result ^vas that he left them. Mr. Stark, however, 
held meetings at his own house to search and discuss the 
scriptures; friends increased so much that a room used as 
a Freemasons' Hall was taken, and subsequently the chapel 
was built. In 1832 Mr. Stark was accidentally led to the 
acquaintance of Mr. Wilkinson (the first "taayor of Exeter 
after the passing of the Reform Bill, 1832), and much to 
their mutual surprise they found that they held similar 
views on religion. '* In 1836 Dr. Lee's Dissertation on 
Prophecy was lent to Mr. Wilkinson for his perusal. The 
plain statements there made of the fulfilment of all pro- 
phecy filled him with equal surprise and delight, and he 
immediately wrote to inform his friend of this fresh cor- 
roboration of the truthfulness of their views of scripture 
doctrines from the hands of the most learned man in ancient 
languages in the world. The work was forthwith procured 
by Mr. Stark, and eagerly perused, and although there were 
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points of difference in detail^ he found that the broad prin- 
ciple of the past Second Advent of Christ was therein clearly 
stated^ and both he and Mr. Wilkinson wrote to Dr. Lee, 
sending him some of the tracts they had published ; this 
led first to a correspondence by letter, and afterwards to a 
personal interview with the learned Professor, from which 
all three derived the pleasure which any would feel at 
meeting with those with whom they can perfectly accord."* 
Ifr. Stark died August 9th, 1854, and in a few years after- 
wards his chapel was dosed. 

•''A IXTinalj CommiMioned Miniitry,*' by Robert SUrk. Edited bj 
his dMghter, Mrs. R. C. Wilkinion. Published 1S58. 
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INSTITUTIONS. 




THE TORBAY INFIRMARY AND DISPENSARY. 

MONG the many charitable institutions for which 
Torquay is distinguished, the Torbay Infirmary 
and Dispensary takes the first place. A public 
Dispensary was commenced in 1848, at a house 
1^ in Lower Union Street. In 1847 it developed 
T into an Infirmary, accommodation bemg provided 
for a few inmates. The Governors were from the first 
anxious to provide a building to be wholly devoted to the 
objects of the institution, and in April, 1849, tenders were 
invited for a new building. Sir L. Palk granted a site on 
favourable terms, and at a subsequent period made a gift 
of the site. On the 24th of August, 1850, the foundation 
stono of the main building was laid by Prince Peter of 
Oldenburg, and in 1851 it was opened. The wing on the 
west side was added in 1862, mainly through the instru- 
mentality of the late Mr. N. B. Edmonstone, who was 
desirous of providing fever wards. This part of the building, 
however, not having been required for the reception of fever 
patients it was resolved at a meeting of the special sub- 
scribers to this wing, held on the 19th of November, 1864, 
** That this meeting, recognising the necessity of increased 
accommodation for in-patients in the Torbay Infirmarj^ and 
Dispensary, sanctions the appropriation of the wing built 
for the exclusive reception of fever patients to such pur- 
poses as the Weekly Board may deem expedient, provided 
that such arrangements are made as will allow of the 
admission of fever patients in some part of the building.'* 



THK HOBPITALS, &C. 



381 



1 187fi the east wing wns built as a hospital for children, 

at tlie solieitatiou of Mr. W. Layers, who generously gave 

s UjouBantI pounds towards the cost. The institution is 

supported by voluntary contributions. Its funded property 

ifi Tery Bmall, and bencs it depends on subscriptions and 

donations, which fluctuate very much, and frequently the 

J ftnancial year closes with a htavy deficit. Its affairs are 

I nuitiagod by a Weekly Board, and the Govcrnora meet every 

I half year. There is a house surgeon, dispenser, and 

matron, resident on tho premises, and also a very efficient 

(ttafT of honorary physicians and surgeons. Mr. W. H. 

EitKon is the honorary secretary. 

In the latter part of the year 1877 the institution was 
re-constructed ; the Dispensary was abolished and in its 
place was formed a Provident Dispensary, by means of 
vhtch the poor, on payment of a few shillings a-year, ari> 
j eaablod to secure professional advici> and medicine. The 
I name of the institution was altered to the Torbuy Hospital 
ftltd Provident Dispensary. 

Tho Torquay Medical Society holds its meetings at the 
mstitutioD, where there is s large collection of medical 
works. 



HOMtEOPATHIC DISPENSARY. 

The Homffiopathie Di--penftary was commenced in 18-18, 
and is conducted at the establishment of Mr. Rendall, in 
Fleat Street. 



WBSTBRS HOSPITAL FOR CONSUMPTION. 

In 1848 Miss Maria Gore, of Wilcot Manor, Marlborough, 

[ now the Hon. Mrs. Powys-Keck, founded the nucleus of 

what is known ns the Western Hospital for Consumption, of 

which she has ever since continued to he tho principal fiup- 

poFTt. It wft« placed upon a more permanent basis in 1850, 

8 the Wiltshire Institution for Consumption, at Vale Lodge, 

L Torre, and was reopened in 185'2 at Wycliffe House, since 
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named the Western Hospital, and is situated three parts 
up the Warberry Hill at Torquay. It is an admirable insti- 
tution, and provides a home for eight months in the year to 
fifty patients (twenty-five males and twenty-five females) of 
the humbler classes, who are furnished with every requisite 
and comfort, without any cost to themselves. The institu- 
tion is supported by voluntary contributions. The medical 
staff, as first appointed, consisted of Dr. Tetley, Dr. Bat- 
tersby, and Dr. Madden, as acting physicians. To them 
Dr. Badclyffe Hall was soon afterwards added. After serving 
for fifteen years they all agreed to resign together and make 
way for a fresh set of acting physicians, and were appointed 
consulting physicians. Mr. William Pollard has acted as 
honorary surgeon from the commencement. The mode in 
which the trustees were enabled to purchase the premises 
is interesting. Sir Hugh Hoare, of Wiltshire, sent in as a 
patient a female servant from his establishment. She was 
in an advanced stage of consumption, and, becoming worse, 
expressed a wish to return home. This Sir Hugh Hoare 
kindly permitted, and sent his housekeeper to fetch her back 
to his own house, where she shortly afterwards died. In- 
fluenced by what he heard as to the kindness shewn to her 
during the brief period of her stay. Sir Hugh Hoare sent a 
donation of £500 to the Western Hospital. This, aided by 
the returns obtained from a large bazaar held on two 
occasions at Torquay, enabled the trustees to purchase the 
building and add to it two large and commodious wings. 
The lord of the manor, Sir La^^Tence Palk, Bart., kindly 
gives up the ground rent of the land and garden on which 
the institution stands, which is tantamoimt to a liberal 
donation every year. 



ERITH HOUSE INSTITUTION FOR INVALID LADIES. 

This institution was founded for the benefit of a class of 
persons of a somewhat higher social standing than the 
Western Hospital. The late Sir Culling Eardley was its 
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it projector. It was established in 1854, and may be 
Said to have originated out of the Western Hospital. Two 
young l»dies were sent to Torquay under the impression 
that the Western Hospital was an institution adapted for 
their reception. Their painful situation was brought to 
the knowledge of Sir Culling Eardley, who at once made 
arrangtment for their reception in lodgings. At a meeting 
held on the 20th of February, 1854, Sir Culling Eardley 
consulted several of his friends in Torquay, and the result 
vr&a a resolution to provide a place where ladies of limited 
means suffering from chest complaints might be suitably 
accommodated. As an experiment. No. 10 Vaughan Parade 
■was taken in September, 1854. The next year this was 
improved upon by the promoters taking a much larger 
■bouse on the Warberry Hill, at a rent of £120 per annum. 
Bo well satisfied were the friends of the institution with the 
results that they felt themselves warranted in providing an 
. establishment especially adapted for its requirements. Ac- 
cordingly Erith House was built, a large and splendid 
structure, situated on the right of the Babbacombe Road. 
The objects of the institution are : 1. To provide a tem- 
porary residence, with board, medical care, and medicines, 
for ladies of limited means, chiefly those suffering from 
tthest diseases, viz., wives or daughters of clergymen, naval 
and military officers, and professional men, and governesses, 
to whom a mild climate during winter would be beneficial. 
a. To secure for the inmates the consolation of the Gospel 
of Christ in the time of their affliction ; and as the indi- 
Tiduals for whose benefit the institution is designed may 
belong to any of the various sections of the Protestant 
Church in the United Kingdom, the institution is based on 
a broad religious basis in regard to its management and 
membership, so as to embrace all who profess to hold 
cvangehcal doctrines. The weekly payment of a guinea 
oovera all expenses except the laundress. When two ladie»i 
occupy the same apartment the charge for each is 17s. 6d., 
and when two members of one family apply for admission 
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the charge may be reduced to 15f. each. There is a 
nnmerous committee of ladies and gentlemen, a chaplain, 
and a good staff of hon. physicians and surgeons. The 
hon. treasurer is \Gss Baldwin, and the hon. secretaries are 
Mr. C. Pannel and Mr. W. Layers. Dr. Badclyffe Hall has 
from the first been one of the trustees, and is an honorary 
consulting physician. Sir L. Palk gives the ground rent. 



PAROCHIAL CHARITIES 



•**• 



GIFTS OF BALL ASD OTHERS.* 

An entry in the book of the overseers of the poor, dated 
in 1761, and subscribed by two churchwardens, one overseer, 
and two others, states that there had been a hum of £2i 
given to be lent out at yearly interest for the benefit of the 
poor of this parish for ever, the donor and the time of the 
gift being uncertain, but that the interest had been distri- 
buted yearly to the poor, and that since the money was first 
lodgt'tl in the hands of the parishioners £12 of it was unfor- 
tunately phiced in hands insufficient for paying the principal, 
so that there remained £12 only, the sum of .to of which 
was in the hands of the Rev. James Salter of St. Marv- 
Church, and the remainder was in the parish chest useless, 
and that the persons whose hands were subscribed thereto 
agreed with the churchwardens and overseers that the said 
sum of £7 might be made use of by the overseers for the 
ensuing year, for the use of the poor and other necessaries, 
provided they would omit collecting any money from the 
parish till near to Easter then next, unless with the consent 
of the parishioners, and that the interest of the ,£7 should 
be given yearly at Easter to the poor out of the parish stock, 
and that the X'7 should remain whole and entire, and be left 

• Tlie Keport of the CommiRsioners Concerning Cbaritiefl, conUining tint 
Part which Relates to the County of Devon. Vol. 11. Pub. by T. BoiWr, 
Exeter, 1828. 



fit the discretion of the officers and parishioners for the time 
to come, fis they might think proper. 

It further appears from the overseer's book that in 1769 
the sum of 5s., as the interest of £5 in the hands of the 
Rey. James Salter, was distributed in bread ; that iu 1761 
5i., as the interest of £5, and 7s., as the interest of £7 in 
the parish chest, were distributed in bread. In 1762 the 
overseers gave credit for £7, money in the parish chest. In 
1766 Mr. Salter paid to the overseers the £5 which had been 
in his hands, and from that time the annual sum of 12g. 
appears to have been distributed among the poor in sums 
of It. 6d., Is., or &d., to each, and to have been entfred in 
the overseers' accounts as "poors' money," until 1807. 
During that interval the names of the poor to whom it was 
distributed are also mentioned. From 1807 to 1815 the 
-sum of 12s. is charged in the overseers' accounts as interest 
of the poor money, but the particulars of the distribution 
do not appear; no entry with respect to it appears after 
1815; no reason has been given for the discontinuance of 
this payment, hut the commissioners were informed that it 
would be resumed. 

The returns made to Parliament in 1786 state that 
Bobert Ball gave £5 to this piuish in 1731, which probably 
formed a part of the sum stated above to have been in the 
hands of the parish. 



BAKERS GIFT. 



George Baiter, by will dated the 10th of February, 1794, 
and proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury 22nd of 
Febmary, 1800, gave the sum of £500 for the benefit of the 
poor of this parish. That portion of the will which relates 
to the bequest is as follows : — 

I give and devise to tbe in in iHtera, churchwardens, and pariHhionerB 
(of which my oephew William Baker shall in this case be considtred 

V, and have a vuice, if he shall be ao tiicliiiwl, in common with the 
rwt) of my native i»riah of Tortnoham, bordering on the northern part 
of Torbay, on the south coast of the countj of Devon, Five Hundred 
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Pomiday in trwsA, to be dispoaed of mnd applied bj them to and lor the 
rali^ use, benefit^ or adTmntage, of aoch of the poor pariahionen of 
the aaid pariah, azui to soch particular poor penooay azid in aoch par- 
ticolar manner and portiona aa thej in their cooacientioaa diacretioo 
mar think will best answer the purpoae and intention of thia mj be- 
qoesty and which ia simply to relieve or aDeTiate, in as much as it 
may, the Tarioua miseries, di iiti c s n ca , or wants, of the sick, infirm, aged, 
indigent, or otherwise afiUcted or unhappy, of any age, aex, or religion, 
in proportion* or as near as may be, to their reapectiTe uncomfortable 
conditioQ, either by an immediate %nd total distribution and <<i*pn<ia l 
of the whole, or to reserve, lay out, or otherwise apply or employ for 
what time they may think proper, any part or the whole thereof in 
such manner as by the Act of Mortmain or otherwise they lawfully 
may, and as they in their consdencea may think best consistent with 
the Uws of the land, for the benefit of the present unhappy poor, or 
for the relief of those of this pariah whose unhappy situation may in 
future render them fit objecta to partake of it." 

The sum produced by the above legacy, after deducting 
the duty, was expended in the purchase of £468 89, 6d. 
stock in the Navy Five per Cents., in the names of trustees. 
At the time of the enquiry by the Commissioners this sum 

produced yearly rather more than £23 8«. 

The fund is at present invested in the Three-and-a- 
Quartcr per Ctnts., being £491 16s. IhL 

The donor of this gift. Gtorge Baker, was bom at Tor- 
moham in 1721. He entered the naval service of the East 
India Company, and eventually obtained command of one 
of their ships. After serving many years, he retired and 
settled at Madras. The water supply of that to\vn being 
very indifferent, Mr. Baker submitted a plan to the Com- 
pany by which it might be better provided. The scheme, 
however, was considered impracticable. Mr. Baker, unde- 
terred by the rejection of his plans, brought in the water 
at his own expense. The wells, for years afterwards, were 
known as Baker's Wells : they were subsequently sold to the 
East India Company. The following is the inscription on 
his monument in the parish church of Tor : — 

^ To the memory of George Baker, Esq., who, after a hfe deToied to 
the public service and to private acts of beueficeuce, died at l£adii%iB 
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the East tndiea, July 9th, 1799, aged 78 yearH. His benevolence and 
cb-irit}- ceoaed not with bis life ; araiilst various and liberal bequests to 
the indigent and distreased, he dJHtinRuished by a legacy of ;£,'i'Xl thia 
his nfttive pariah. His nephew, William Baker, caused this marble to 
be erected in tokea of bia veueratioD and afFeotiouate regard." 



' cni 



THOMAS KINGSLEY'S GIFT. 

TbomaB Kingsley, by will, dated in April, 1817, gave 
i'50 to the poor of thia parish, to be distributed at the dis- 
cretiou of the miniBter and churchwardens among such 
poor persons of the parish aa might be considered proper 
objects of charity. 

Upon the testator's death the legacy was paid into the 
hands of the vicar, and was afterwards applied by the 
parish towards the payment of ^£300 which had been bor- 
rowed for fitting up a work-house. An entry in the order 
book of the parish, which is dated "iBrd of December, 1819, 
and is signed Robert Abraham, for Sir Lawrence Falk, 
Bart., and John Prowse, and four others, states these facts; 
and that it was declared that the principal should be paid 
when demanded ; that in the meantime the interest at five 
per cent, should be distributed to the poor of the parish, 
according to the intention of the donor, and that the poor 
rates and all the property of the churchwardens and over- 
seers of Tormoham should be charged with the payment 
of the principal and interest. 

The sum of £50 has since been invested. 

At Cbri^mas, 1876, the proceeds from the above 
charities were as follows: Baker's ihterest, £14 8«. ; 
Kingsley's interest, £2 10s. ; total, £16 18s. 

The money was apportioned as follows : Tor parish, 
£3 Gs. ; St. Luke's, £3 12s. ; Upton, £3 10s. ; Ellacombe, 
£2 18«. 6<I. : St. John's, £2 10s. 6.;. ; Torwood, £1 Is. ; 
total, £16 18s. An account of the distribution, together 
with the names of the recipients, are kept by the 
churchwardens. 




By'Ut* irin of Oeoirge G^. ol Tom iJAtf, Mil 

]f«brnu7 Slst, 1746, the nub of ^00 Uma bBfOMlhea to 
thfl poor of Tomudiam, bat tlM jaaSak iMot^io not Aaw 
what hM betxnns of it. 

There an Hraral ohsritiM' oontteated 1^1 the dundui 
and diftpeb, iriiuh are managed Ij Qnbia 
Iqr disbiot Tinton and 



THB MBHDICirr SOCtMTT. 

The Torgoay Mmdieify Soeie^ was fonned in Beoembw, 
1873; itaolijeotiBthesapprewioiiof professioDal vagrimcj, 
and in this it is most Boooeeafbl. The Hon. Secretarj- is 
Ur. 0. N. Lozmoore. Tames Fiatt is the Mendicity OfGcer. 
All applioations for relief are pmnptlj enquired into, and 
zmI cases of distraBa are reUeved- Several attempts have 
been made to bring all the Taijoiu oharitaUa 
nnder one organization, bat every one has failed. 



THB MISSION HOUSE. 

The MisBion House in Market Street was founded by 
Mies H. V. Mansfield, by whom the foundation stone iras 
laid on the 4th of March, 1867 ; it was opened the year 
following. A variety of philanthrophie objects are here 
carried on, chiefly for the benefit of the inhabitants of the 
district of Ellacombe. The npper room is need for mis- 
sionary meetings, lectores, 3ui. The Mission Honse is also 
the h^-qoarterB of the Torquay Bible Women's 8oeieiy, 
Mothers' Meetings, and other parochial agencies. ~ 
lower rooms are fitted up as kitchens, where sonps, 1 
&e., are provided for the infirm and invalid porar. 



aracHUJics institute. 



LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC 
INSTITUTIONS. 



THE TORQUAY MECHANICS' INSTITUTE. 
Torquay has bad two Mechanics' Institutes. The first, 
eBtablished about 1828, was opened with a lecture by the 
late Sir L. V. Palk, Bart., M.P., in a large room long known 
as " The Billiard Koom," in Park Lane. At the com- 
mencement of the lecture session in the autumn of 1837 it 
was announced by the chairman that lecturt's would be dis- 
continued at the end of that year, but that the Institute 
would not be closed so long as 8u£Bcient subncriptions were 
received from members desirous of availing tbemBelves of 
the valuable library. In consequence of this announce- 
ment, Mr. Pengelly suggested to a few other members 
the formation of a "Torquay Young Men's Society" 
for reading and discussing essays on questions previously 
agreed on ; and on the 2'2nd November, 1837, such a Society 
was founded. Its meetings were held in Mr Pengelly's 
school room, adjacent to the Royal Hotel, until 'iOth July, 
1842, when they weru transferred to the new school room he 
had just had built in Braddons Hill Road West (now the 
offices of the Torquay Directory), and about the same time 
the Society took the name of "The Torquay Society for the 
Diffusion of Useful Knowledge," In 1839 the first Mechanics' 
' Institute was finally closed. Its library was divided amongst 
its proprietary members, some of whom gave, and others 
aold, their shares to the new body, which also purchased 
the book-case. In 1846, " The Torquay Society for the 
Diffusion of Useful linowledge " again changed its name, 
and became thenceforwaid " The Torquay Mechanics' 
Institnte."* In 1850, the Institute was remodelled, and on 

• In tha Dinetari/ of Dec. 6th, 1815, liut page, t1ier.> is an article on " The 
Torquay Sodety fur tlie Dlffaaion of Uwful Knowledge." wliicli clns«i with — 
" We wtrald rpcommpnd I tie Blteretion of tbe name to ' Jlecliunica' Inilitute,' 
uraqniringleuexiilnniition thin the preaent" It ii Unit entitled "Mechanic*' 
iDttitate " in tlie Virtctory of Octobm Dili, 1846. 
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the completion of the British Schools it was removed there, 
the lower room being better adapted for lecturing purposes. 
In its time the Institute did a good work, and many persons 
who have improved their condition in life have acknow- 
ledged their indebtedness to it ; but latterly the mechanic 
element among the members visibly diminished, owing in a 
great measiire to a depression in the building trade. Those 
who remained consisted mostly of young shop-people, by 
whom scientific subjects were voted very slow. Often a 
brilliant scientific lecture which cost the committee a con- 
siderable sum was attended by little over a dozen persons, 
while a humorous melange would draw a good audience. 
The committee did not feel warranted in encouraging this 
taste for the broad comic, considering it to be incompatible 
with the objects of the institution; and so matters went on 
from year to year, with a constantly increasing debt. The 
executive were always adverse to making a "poverty appeal" 
to the public, holding the opinion that if a Mechanics' 
Institute was worth maintaining, it ought to be self-sup- 
porting. But at length, as the committee were "ashamed 
to beg," they took the only course open to them — of con- 
vening a public meeting to ascertain whether the inhabitants 
were in favour of the Institute being continued. That meeting 
declared in favour of its being maintained. But, notwith- 
standing this, affairs grew worse, and the dissolution of the 
Institute was forced upon the executive, greatly against 
their inclination. The crash came at last. The Institute 
was wound up in 18G8, and the library was sold in order to 
meet the liabilities. The subscription was 10s. per annum, 
but, as a rule, the members took tickets for the two winter 
quarters only, practically reducing the membership to o«. 
a year. Mr. W. Pengelly was President almost from the 
commencement, and session after session delivered lectures 
on various branches of science, refusing to accept any 
acknowledgment for his invaluable services. On the 25th 
March, 1857, the members presented Mr. Pengelly with % 
set of the Britunnica Encyclopcedia. 



THB IMPROVEMENT SOCIETY. 

The Torquay Working Men's Improvement Society was 
establiHbed at a meeting presided over by Mr. E. Vivian in 
October, 1857. It was oponod on the 2nd of November, 
and had on its l>ook3 more than a hundred working men as 
members. The Bubscription was Is. per quarter. Mr. 
Palk, M.P., was the president, and the Rev. Dr. Harris 
and the Rev. R. R. Wolfe vice-presidents. The Tem- 
perance Hall, now used as a printing office by Mr. J. 
BLickmore, was fitted up as a reading-room, and was 
abundantly supplied with newspapers and periodicals. The 
Bishop of Exeter made a handsome addition to its small 
library. Arrangements were made by which thu members 
eould have tea and coffee in the room at a nominal price. 
In December, 1857, an appliotition was made by Mr. Vivian, 
Mr. W. Hearder, and others, for the use of a room in the 
Town Hall for tiie purposes of the Society, but it was 
refused. Mr, L. Palk, M.P., offered to assist the Society to 
a building, and gave the choice of two sites — one in Market 
Street and the other in Qaeen Street. By Mr. Palk's direc- 
tions, Mr. Dick, an architect, prepared plans for a building, 
the cost of which was estimated at £7U0, and the fittings 
at £D00. The members, however, speedily fell ofT, and in 
1861. the Society was dissolved. 



THE TOR IMPROVEMENT SOCIETY. 

The Tor Mutual Improvement Society was commenced 
on the 26th of May, 18lil, at the second house from the 
National Schools in East Street. The Society was mainly 
promoted by the clergy and the congregations of Tor and 
St, Luke's. Lectures were given in the school-room, and 
a well-ordered and abundantly supplied news-room table 
was maintained. In lBfi4 the promoters purchased the 
hoOBe between the Society's premises and the Scitoola, 
wbicb for years bad been carried on as a bwr-house (the 



842 THE HISTOBT OF TORQUAY. 

Queen's Arms), with a very dubious character. Improve- 
ments were made in the premises, and the Society's rooms 
were enlarged. After existing five years, the Society was 
wound up, and the premises have since been used as 
** Parish Rooms '* for carrying on parochial work. 



THE TORQUAY WORKING MEN'S ASSOCIATION. 

The Torquay Working Men's Association was formed in 
1860, and is actively supported by the liberality of Miss 
I. Cartwright and other friends of the working man. The 
meetings and business of the Society are carried on at the 
British Workman No. 3, in Market Street, where there is a 
good reading room for members at one penny per week, 
with a small miscellaneous library of about 280 books. 
The Rev. J. A. Jamieson is the President, Mr, T. D. Cross, 
Librarian, and Mr. W. Winget, Secretary. 



THE ATHENJEUM. 



The Athonseum was, perhaps, the most short-lived of the 
literary societies founded in Torquay. It was projected by 
Mr. A. J. Davy, and was opened on the 10th of January, 
1868, in the spacious room over the shop of Mr. Perry, fa 
Fleet Street. It was specially designed as a news-room, 
and for that purpose was fitted up in a most complete 
manner. It was open from nine in the morning to ten at 
night. The institution was well patronised at first, but 
when the novelty wore off the interest slackened, and it was 
closed on the 27th of October, 1870. 



THE TORQUAY NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY. 

This Society is the only one that has ever flourished in 
the town; and as it now possesses a permanent resting 
place and its affairs are conducted by gentlemen of cox^' 



NATURAL HISTOBT BOCIETT. 343 

siderable ability, a prosperoua career is still before it. The 
rise and progresB of the Society were fully described by Mr. 
Guyer in his introductory address, when installed as presi- 
dent in 1875. It was commenced in 1844. In the month 
of October of that year a meeting was held at the residence 
of Dr. Battersby; it was attended by sixteen persons, by 
whom it was agreed to form a Natural History Society, and 
on the 14th of the same month the rules and regulations 
were agreed upon. Of those who attended the meeting only 
three remain, Dr. Batteraby, Mr. Pengelly, and Mr. Vivian. 
In 1845 the meetings were held at No. 5 Higher Terrace, 
where a museum and lecture room were provided. In a few 
yeare it was removed to larger premises at the back of the 
Commercial Hotel, and subsequently to the Freemasons' Hall. 
The first lecture was delivered by Mr. Vivian on the 3rd of 
December, 1844, in the ball room of the Eoyal Hotel, the 
subject being " The Study of Natural History." A library, 
weekly lectures, a museum, and monthly evening meetings, 
were the agencies employed by the Society for promoting 
the study of Natural History. The late Mr. Stewart read 
the first evening paper in the year 1844, the subject being 
" Botany." The library of the Society was established at 
the Erst meeting, and consists chiefiy of standard works of 
literature and scientific subjects. It now contains over two 
thousand volumes, besides periodicals. Since the year 1853 
nearly six thousand visitors have paid entrance fees to the 
museum, the contents of which are entirely Devonian. In 
1871 measures were taken for erecting a more suitable 
building. The ground on which the new premises stand on 
the Babbacombe Road was given by Mr. Gary and the 
Messrs. J. T. and W. Harvey. The designs were furnished 
by Mr. W. Harvey, jun., architect, and the foundation stone 
was laid in 1874 by the Rev. T. R. R. Stebbing, the President. 
It may be premised that the structure which now meets the 
prospect of those who pass along the Babbacombe Road is 
only one portion of the original design, and hereafter, as the 
Society gathers to itself this world's riches, additions will be 
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made. The portion of building at present erected consists, I 
on the ground Soor, of a reading room, 34ft. by 28ft., a I 
library, 28ft by 16ft., and a committee room ; the entrance I 
hall, 10ft w-ide, paved with encaustic tiles, leads to the 
grand staircase, 24ft. by 21ft.; the steps are of Portland 
stone, the central flight being 7ft. in width, and the side 
flights 5ft. The first floor is entirely occupied by the 
museum, a room 68ft. long by 34ft. wide, having an open 
timbered roof and lantern light ; the height of this room 
from floor to ridge of lantern light is 42ft,, the wall space 
being 24ft. in height. This provides for a gallery, which it 
is intended eventually to carry round the four sides: this 
room is lighted by eighteen windows and lantern light in 
roof, the whole of the Ught thus obtained being vertical ; 
the warming and ventilation is provided for by hot water 
apparatus in the basement, and pipes are carried round be- 
hind an open ekirting. The style adopted for the design i» I 
early Gothic freely treated, and the ornamentation of the 
building will depend upon the insertion of terra-cotta panels 
over the windows on the first floor; three of these are 
already fixed, anci sketches for the remainder have been pre- 
pared by the late J. Birnie Philip, the sculptor, whose workJ 
in the base of the Albert Memorial, Hyde Park, has beeaJ 
much admired ; in these panels a new process has been 1 
used, namely, tha using two clays of a different colour. 
The iiortion of building to be erected, as funds permit, will 
consist of a large lecture tlieatre, having 200 scats, with 
professor's rooms, &c., a residence for a curator, and cloak 
rooms, &c. The first contract was taken by Mr. E. P. Bovey 
for the sum of £2,797, and about £2,500 more will be 
required to complete the original design. 

The members have on several occasions acknowledged 
the eminent services of their Honorary Secretary, Mr. W. 
PengeUy, P.E.8., F.G.S.. <S:c. 
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THE TORQUAY SCHOOLS OF SCIENCE AND ART. 

The proposal to establish a School of Art in Torquay 
■waa enunciated at a public tneetiug held on the Ist of 
November, 1364, and was more successful than the attempt 
made some years previouaty by Mr. Miuton and Mr. J. 
Bivewright. The school was opened in tlie building which 
had been occupied as a chapel by Mr. Stark and bis friends, 
and to the Art classes were aubsei^ueutly added Science 
classes. The pupils have made marked progress, and in- 
vai-iably stand high in the South Kensington examinations. 
Mr. E, Vivian is the President, Mr. Sydney Morrish and 
Mr. Bedford Art Masters, Mr. D. W. B. Buchanan, Hon. 
Secretary, and Mr. T. Viccars Science Master. 



NEWSPAPERS AND PUBLICATIONS. 



The Torquay Directory is the oldest newspaper in the 
town. It was commenced by the late Mr. Edward Cockrem, 
of the Strand, in 1840, and first appeared ai four pagea 
crown octavo ; it contained the names of visitors and resi- 
dents ; subsequently it contained a few advertisements, on 
each of which a Government tas of half-a-crown was paid; 
and the anivals and departures of the stage coaches. In 
1B46 it was enlarged to eight pages royal quarto size, and 
contained a plan of the town. It then gave news, besides 
a directory list. It thus came within the definition of a 
newspaper, and accordingly bore the fiscal impress, a red 
stamp on each sheet, which cost a penny. It has been 
enlarged from time to time, and is now the largest news- 
paper in the county. After the death of Mr. Cockrem, in 
1872, the buainesB was transferred to a Company. In 
politics, both imperial and local, the Directory is neutral, 
bnt the utmost latitude is permitted to correspondents. 
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The Vigilorx' Guidt, eight pages fcap, quitrto, was stai 
in 1849, by Mr. R. Wreford. of Torwood Street, who had 
Berved an appreuticeHhip with Mr. Cockrem. The Guide 
contained a list of visitors, a correspondence colamn, and 
advertisements. It had a run of about twelve months and 
then ceased. 

The Torquay Chronicle was established by Wjt. William 
Elliott, bookseller. No. 1 Vaughan Parade (now the Bank), 
in 1849. Like the former, the size was eight pages feap. 
(juarto. It at first contained a list of visitors and residents 
alphabetically arranged. The def-ct of this plan was that 
in the case of three or more persons of ditfurpnt names 
being in one house, each appeared in a different column. 
In 1850 the paper was enlarged to a crown folio, and 
the arrangement of the directory list was altered. In 
its enlarged form the Chronicle published local news. In 
1854 the paper was purchased by Mr. W. N. Peckins and 
Mr. R. C, Wilkinson, and the printing office was removed 
from George Street to premises next to Smale's Uortiool- 
tural depot. After Mr. Wilkinson's withdrawal from the 
undertaking, Mr. John Wakeham entered into partnersi 
with Mr. Peckins. On the bankruptcy of the latter, 
Wakeham purchased bis share, but in the course of 
years sold the newspaper and printing business to Mr- 
Henry Powlson, of Birmingham, who afterwards sold it to 
a Company. 

The Torquay Recorder, pubUshed by Mr. John Robinson, 
was commenced in 1861. In size it was crown, and con- 
tained lists of residents, &c. Its columns were liberally 
open to the ventilation of grievances, whether real or 
imaginary, by the Free Lances of Torquay. The lieconier 
anspended pubUcation several times, and its oareer ceased 
in 1867. 

The Torquay Times was established in 1865 by a Com- 
pany, who bought up the Torqtuiy Chronicle and printing 
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T>a8me6S. The Torquay Times -was brought out as a full- 
sized newspaper, giving a list of Tisitors and residents, and 
all the local news. The Company was subsequently dis- 
solved, and the business passed into the hands of Mr. 
Martin Fradd, under whose management it is now con- 
ducted. The Torquay Tunes ia Liberal in politics, and 
freely criticises whatever local matters of interest may be 
before the public. 

The Gridiron, a smartly -written satirical paper, demy 
quarto in size, printed and published by Mr. Jas. Matthews, 
was commenced June 7th, 1873, and the last number was 
dated " December 26th," the same year. Many of the 
articles were very racy, witty, and cleverly written. 

The Last Vials was a monthly tract, crown octavo, written 
by the late Kev. R. Pardon, who commenced its publication 
in 1848, and continued it to within a few months of bis 
death in 1874. The author was a beneficed clerpyman, and 
possessed great scholarly attainments. He differed from 
the views of Newton, Fleming, Elliot, and other modem 
interpreters of prophecy, and endeavoured to identify the 
great political changes which have occurred in Europe in 
recent times with the Scriptural forecast. In some of hie 
papers, especially where he endeavoured to show that 
Napoleon HI. was the Little Horn of the Beast, be trenched 
further into the domain of politics than was wise. These 
tracts were eagerly sought for in Paris during the Presidency 
and the first years of the reign of the Third Napoleon, but 
their admisKion was prohibited. They were, nevertheless, 
smuggled into France, and in a certain quarter of Paris 
nightly meetings were held, at which The Last Vials were 
read. It may here be added that The Last Vials were in 
great request among the people of the United States, where 
they were regularly reprinted. They were first printed and 
pnblished by Mr. W. Elliott, afterwards by Mr. L. Seeley» 
and lastly by Mr, J. Robinson. • 
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pRBAY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 
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: TORQUAY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

t Uedical Society has been in existence for 
B various forms, and mainly with the view of 
I members of the profession who are re- 
I neighbourhood, of promoting professional 
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SOCIETIES. 



TEMPERANCE SOCIETIES. 



The Temperance Society was establiahed in 1843, i 
total abstinence principles, having taken the place of 
society in which entire abstinence was not a necessary quali- 
fication for membership. Mr. E. Vivian acted as President 
up to within the last few years. The cause of temperance 
has been greatly advanced by the formation of Bands of 
Hope, Good Templar Lodges, Local Branches of the Church 
of England Temperance Societies, and Parochial Tei 
perance Guilds. 



BRITISH WORKMEN PUBLIC HOUSES. 



Mr. Fox, Colonel Bewea, Mr. E. Vivian, and other gen- 
tlemen, were the means of eatablishing British Workmen 
Public Houses, where refreshments of all kinds can be had, 
hut no intoxicating liquors. The first was opened at the 
head of Union Street, on November 11th, 1872, and in a 
few years after a second was opened at the end of Vanghan 
Parade, for the benefit of the fishermen and sailors; and a 
third has also been opened in Market Street, near the 
Sessions House. All three are very useful institntions, and 
pay their own expenses. 
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THE TORQUAY ERRAND BOYS' ASSOCIATION. 

This Association was established in 1870, for the pi 
of giving employment to lads who are out of a situation. 
During certain hours in the day they ore sent to the bouses 
of subscribers or others who require their services either Cor 
errands or domestic duties, while in the remainder they 
attend school. The payments for their aerviceB are 
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direct to the Superintendent, and the Committee pay the 
hoya weekly. There is a night school connected with the 
Association, and the experiment of a Home for boys in now 
being tried on a small scale. The premises are situated on 
the Warren Road. TLe Superintendent is Mr. Newton, and 
Mr P. Q. Karkeek, who acted as Hon. Secretary from the 
commencement, resigned in January, 1878. Owing to the 
repeated applications for admission made on behalf of 
orphaji boys, efforts were made early in 1878 to eetablish 
the Orphan Home upon a more extended scale, as the 
existing premises were insufficient to accommodate more 
than the seven already in the Home. 



THE TORBAY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

The Torhay Horticultural Society was formed in 1843 ; 
it had in the first year 89 members, and an income of 
£144 lis, 2d. The first public exhibition took place on 
the 21at of May, 1846. The exhibition was formerly held 
in a marquee in the Public Gardens ; for many years past, 
with one or two exceptions, tliey have been held at Hock 
End. The spring slows are held at the Bath Saloon. 
Mr. E. Vivian has been the President from the commence- 
ment. Capt. W. Faue Tucker is the Hon. Secretary. 



THE TORQUAY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

The Torquay Medical Society has been in existence for 
many years, in various forms, and mainly with the view of 
associating those members of the profession who are re- 
aiding in the neighbourhood, of promoting professional 
objects, and of establishing a large medical hbrary, which 
IB kept at the Infirmary, and belongs to the Society. The 
office of Hon. Secretary is held hy Mr. F. Q. Earkeek. 
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In 1832 the nearest approach to a club was " Cole* 
Beading Rooms, Billiard Room, and Circulating Library, 
which occupied the building next to Messrs. Kitsons' offices, 
Vaughan Parade. A guide book of the period says, " Pro- 
menades are held once a fortnight during the winter at 
these rooms, and are numerously attended." In 1846, 
No. 5 Higher Terrace was fitted up as a Club House, and 
during the work of preparation narrowly escaped deatmc- 
tion by fire, owing to the carelessness of a workman. It 
was opened in 1847. This Club House was soon closed 
after the removal of the Torquay Natiural History Society 
from it to other premises. 



THE TORBAY AND SOUTH DEVON CLUB. 



The Club House at the end of Beacon Terrace 
erected by Mr. W, Hearder, as a private speculation, on thfe 
site of the coach-bouse and stabling which belonged to 
No. 11. It was opened on the '25th of November, 1853. 
the event being celebrated by a dinner, which was attended 
by all the leading gentlemen of the place. On the 29th of 
January, 1863, Frederick Johnson, of London, broke into 
the building from the rear, and was about to make a survey 
of the premises, when he was seized by John Thorn, a clerk, 
who resided on the premises. With the assistance of the 
billiard marker, the burglar was conveyed to the pohce 
station, and was afterwards tried and sentenced to im- 
prisonment. The fellow had, it appeared, been practising 
his nefarious art in different parts of the country. In 
October, 1863, the premises were sold to a company of gen- 
tlemen, who formed themselves into a club, known as ths 
Tor bay and South Devon Club, Mr. Aspland ifi the 
manager, and Mr. R. Kitson the Hon, Secretary. 
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THE VICTORIA CLUB. 

The Yiotoria Club, a fine range of buildings on Yictoria 
Parade, was founded by Mr. W. Hearder, his object being 
to provide the trading and commercial classes with suitable 
rooms where they might meet together either for business 
or recreation. The Club was opened November 18th, 1859, 
and contains two large billiard rooms, a splendid racquet 
court, news rooms, and various other apartments. The 
regatta committee hold their meetings and transact business 
at this Club. Mr. Day is the manager. 



THE MANOR CLUB. 



This Club was opened in the early part of 1877, in 
rooms over the stores on the new quay. It was designed 
for the convenience of the trading classes, and has good 
reading and billiard rooms. Mr. Sydney Smith is the 
Hon. Secretary. 



THE TORQUAY CRICKET CLUB. 

For the formation of the Torquay Cricket Club, the 
providing of suitable grounds, and the erection of a pavilion, 
the inhabitants of the town are indebted to the exertions of 
Mr. W. H. Kitson and Mr. John Kitson, who in their time 
were enthusiastic cricketers. The first nucleus of a club 
was formed in 1848, when the matches were played on 
Windmill Hill. The Club was formally established and 
placed on a firm basis in 1851. By the kindness of Sir L. 
Palk, the ground now used by the Club was granted at a 
nominal rent, and on the 20th of May, 1852, the Bev. 
B. B. Wolfe cut the first sod as a preliminary to putting 
the ground in suitable order. On the L9th of July the 
grounds were opened. On the 22nd of August, 1858, a 
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grand match was played between an Eleven of All Englai 
and Twenty-two of Devon. The former won in one innini 
the score being 172. The Twenty-two made 106 in the £ 
innings, and 54 in the second. The Pavilion has beeE^ 



greatly enlarged i 



I it was first built, and contains • 



dancing room, an American bowling alley, and varioi 
rooms for the accommodation of the members. 
Torquay Week is a great event amongst Devonsl 
cricketers. The Athletic Sports were instituted Jannagrl 
15th, 1858. On the 5th of November, 186S, the memhrs 
presented their Hon, Sec, Mr. W. H. Kitson, with a bjmd- 
Bome silver claret cup. Mr. C. W. Kitson is the preaait 
Hon. Secretary, 



THE ROYAL TORQUAY YACHT CLUB. J 

This Club was established in 1875, by the efforts of Mr.l 
G. W. King and Mr. B. Engel, the former of whom is tb ' 
Hon. Sec. and the latter the Treasurer, The Club every 
year gives some handsome prizes for competition at the 
Torbay Koyal Itegatta. j 



ROIVING CLUBS. 

The Torquay Rowing Club was formed by Mr. C, N. 
Luxmoore on the 3rd of May, 1869. It has a fine stock lrf_ 
boats, with which prizes are taken at the various legattw 
in the neighbourhood. The Prince Imperial of France ■ 
Patron of the Club. Hon See. and Treasurer, Mr. 6 
Smith. 

A second rowing club was established in 1874 as t 
Torbay Amateur Boating Club, but as this name clash 
with the Torquay Rowing Club it was altered to the 
Leander Rowing Club in 1876. Hon. Sec, Mr. T. D. 
Simes. The Club possesses several good boats; I 
having rowing matches during the s 
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THE FREEMASONS. 

A body of FreemasonB esisted in Torquay in 1828, 
but later on it appears to have fiimk to a low ebb, for in 
184G it underwent a resuscitation, from which date the 
Lodge of St. John's began to flourish. On the 28th of 
May, 1857, the foundation stone of the Freemasons' Hall, 
in Park Street, was laid with great ceremony, and was 
attended by several hundred of the brethren from all parts 
of the county. The Lodge consists of two large rooms. On 
the ground floor is a committee room, large entrance hall, 
staircase, and offices ; and over these is the Lodge room. 
The peculiar shape of the site, being triangular, running 
off to a sharp point, gave rise to the apsidal form of the 
west end. The style adopted is the mediffival ; the front 
elevation presents a row of dormer windows of double 
lights, separated by columns. This is considered a very 
Bucceaaful attempt at introducing differently coloured stones 
in the construction. The building was formally opened on 
the 16th of February, 1858. Present W.M., Benjamin 
Fulwood. 

According to the documents in possession of the ofBoers, 
the Lodge now known as St. John's, No. 328, was founded 
in Torquay in 1810, the warrant for which is dated March 
6th, 1810. The original warrant. No. 616, was granted to 
a Lodge held in the " Sportsman," Carnarvon, dated Dec. 
25th, 1786. By the alteration of numbers in 1792, it 
became No. 494, At the Union, in 1813, the (St. John's) 
Lodge became No. 623 ; in 1832 the number was changed 
to 411, and at the closing up of numbers in 1868 it became 
828, as at present. Prior to 1819 the Lodge had no diatin- 
gnishing name, but about that time it took the name of 
Bt. John's Lodge. 
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The JoRDis Lodoe, No. 1,402 on the registry of tbe 
Grand Lodge of England, was consecrated at a meeting of 
the Provincial Grand Lodge of Devon in the Bath Saioon, 
August 22nd, 1872. when Bro. Thos. Perry, B.A., (now 
Provincial Grand Treasiirer,} was diJy installed as the first 
Master, Bro. J. Chapman and Bro, James Murray being 
the first Wardens. The Lodge meets at the Masonic Hall 
on the second Tuesday in each month, at seven p. 
Present W.M., Walter Bradnee, 

There is a Lodge of Instruction attached to the Jord&n, 
which meets at 86 Fleet Street, on the fourth Tuesday, at 
seven p.ta. The Worshipful Precentor is V.W. Bro. T. 
Perry, P.G.T. 
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The Kotal Arch Chapter, No. 828, is attached to tfaay 
Lodge of St. John. It was consecrated in May, 1872, Ex- 
Comp. the Eev. Robert Bowden being the first Principal, 
with Ex-Comp. Dr. Hopkins and Ex-Comp. T. Oliver iu 
the second and third chairs. The Chapter meets about tbe 
third Thursday in February, May, August, and November, 
at the Masonic Hall, at five p.m. Present Principals are 
Ex-Comp. J. Murray, Z., Ex-Comp. W. E. Warren, H. 
and Ex-Comp. Bro, J, Pascoe, J. 

The Manchester Rational Sick and BmiAL Associatioi 
established a branch in Torquay on the 2l6t of JauuaryJ 
1847, with twelve memberB, There are now five branches 
with an aggregate number of 990 members. 

The Loyal Caey Lodoe of Odd Fellows, Ma^'chestoS 
Unity, was estabhshed in 1856; there are now enrolled 2S8l 
members, with a capital of £2,582 lU. 2(f. ; and surplnal 
at valuation m 1875 of ^1,368 6g. 9d. Secretary, Mr. T. I 

Taylor, 

The Loyal Palk Lodge of Odd Fellows, Mani 
IJhity, was established in 1863 ; there are now enrolled 
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members, with a capital of £658 lis. lid. ; and surplus at 
valuation in 1875 of £520 4«. 3d. Secretary, Mr. T. D. 
Cross. 

The Coubt Pride of Devon (Foresters) was established 
in 1858, now numbers 180 members, with a capital of 
about a thousand pounds. 

The Court Sons of Freedom (Foresters) was formed in 
1866, and has 160 members and a capital of £750. 
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METEOROLOGY AND CLIMATE. 



^HK eorltfsi and most flathantia records of tbe 
climate of Toxqnay tom-j be foimd in the flora of 
(he diBtriat, and the exotio i^ants caltivated in 
its gardens. luBimAWsPtmoruma oj Torquay, 
publiabed a.d. 1882, there is a Itmg list of npecies 
wiiioh vere otdtiTated in tbose early days. Of 
these, the dtron* referred to was growiiig at ttie Grove, on 
Park Hill, until 1870 ; an olive tree was tmincd on the 
front of Tor Abbey; and some fine aloea' in lli<e grounds 
of Cove Honse, near the Imperial 'EaM, bloemeS after 
their removal to Uockwood, formerly Woodbine Cottage, a 
fetr years afterwards. At Torre a broad-leaved myrtle 
covered the front of the old Post Office, and as far inland 
as Edginswell several varieties vere growing in great 
luxuriance in the Vicarage garden, where the late Rev. 
A. Meek bad formed a large coUeotion of rare exotics. 
Amongst later introductions may be mentioned the Dracena 
Australia at Woodfield, now sixteen feet high, where a bine 
gum tree, Encatyptus globulus, attained the height of abont 
thirty feet, with olive, camellia, dec. Niuieroas collections 
of more recent growth, including the red gum. New Zealand 
flax, palm, bamboo, &e., &e., are growing freely at Wells- 
wood, Bishopstowe, Bock End, Duncan House, Bemerton, 
and numerous other gardens. 

■ Thii dtron wu ^rown for flft«en jwn at Hyitlc Cottage, Abbq F- 
the mldencfl of Min tioiithcot«. It prodnead nnit Mi Imium in ^ 
ference; nnd in 1824 two ipmrnaiu of it* fruit ban off tha pdi 
eiUUtion of the UorticDltnnl Bodttj ia B*fl;«it BtrMt 
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The firet meteorological observationB made in this dis- 
trict will be found in the same work, commencing a.d. 1 829, 
with quotatioua from Sir James Clark's work on Climate, 
first edition. Dr. Barry, a few years afterwards, published 
Bome more extended tables, and in the third edition of Sir 
James Clark's work Mr, E. Vivian's observ-ationa are given, 
which have appeared in extenso in the Tonjuny Directory 
from 1847 to the present date. These have formed the 
basis of papers by him in the Devonabire Transactions, and 
were published by the Registrar-General in his Reports for 
the decade 1851-60, in conjunction with those from Clifton, 
Ventnor, Penzance, and other health resorts. The general 
results are very favourable to Torquay, both in regard to 
temperature and humidity, great equability being the prin- 
cipal characteristic, owing mainly lo its peninsular position 
and local shelter from cold winds over a large area. The 
following general results are given in a paper by Mr. Vivian 
in the Transactions of the Devonshire Association, vol. 1 : — 

Mean summer temperature, and highest extreme, — 
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Annual amount of rain in inches, and the number of 
days on which it fell, — 



Torquay ,..2&-g 154 
Exeter -.-173 185 



Clifl 



147 



Actual and sensible humidity, or the number of grains 
of aqueous vapour in a cubic foot of air, and the amount 
required to produce saturation, — 



"3'4. 
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in. au: grng ur^iuL i£ ^ za X^ as iiwipriJ vitk tbe laow 
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Year. 



Highast Extreme. 



Lowest Extreme. 



Means. 



1851 
1852 

1853 

1854 

1855 
1856 

1857 
1858 

1859 
i860 

1861 

1862 

1863 

1864 

1865 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1873 
1874 
.1875 
1876 
1877 



o o 

75 32 

8i 32 

75 M 

75 20 

76 i8 

79 28 

78 26 

78 34 

82 21 

74 32 

74 28 

70 32 

75 32 

64 24 

75 26 

78 30 

76 22 

79 25 

77 33 

82 23 

78 27 

78 32 

75 32 

79 30 

78 28 

84 25 

74 32 



53*5 

565 

495 

475 

470 

53-5 

52*0 

56*0 

51-5 

53*0 

51*0 

5i'0 

535 

490 

50-5 

540 

490 

52*0 

55;o 

525 

550 

53*5 

54*5 

53*0 

545 

530 



The following Tables give for the two mid-winter and 
the two mid-summer months df the year 1876-7 the highest 
and lowest degrees of temperature at Torquay and the 
Observatory at Kew, near London : — 



1876. 

Dec I 

2 

3 

4 

5 
6 



Torquay. 
Max. Min. 

... 57* 53'' 
... 59 



Kbw. 
Max. Min. 

54'' 44" 



9 
10 

II 

12 

13 
14 

\l 



... 56 

... 55 48 

... 54 49 

... 54 

... 51 

... 53 42 

... 51 45 

... 52 47 

... 53 50 



55 
55 



51 
50 



52 48 

51 48 

52 44 
49 44 
49 41 
47 36 
46 42 
46 40 



... 54 


42 


46 


42 


... 52 


48 


43 


34 


... 57 


48 


44 


34 


... 54 


47 


44 


41 


... 54 


50 


44 


38 


... 53 


44 


5 


42 


... 55 


42 


40 



1877 

Jan. I 

2 

3 

4 

5 
6 

7 
8 

9 
10 

II 

12 

13 
14 
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45 
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4« 
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50 
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52 
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41 


47 


• 43 


38 


Si 


37 


. 44 


37 


30 


. 59 


47 


41 


36 


. 57 


40 


49 


39 


. 54 


40 


43 


39 


. 53 


46 


50 


39 


57 


43 


50 


^ 


. 55 


50 


50 
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1876 


TOSQUAY. 


Rsw. 


7877 


TOSQITAY. 


Kkv. 




Max. Mid. 


Max. Min. 




Max. 


Min. 


Max. 


Mia 


Dec 19 ... 
20 ... 


49* 43* 
53 39 


45* 40* 
46 41 


Jan. 19 . 
20 . 


... 56* 
.. 59 


4*' 

33 


II" 


4«- 
33 


21 ... 


47 38 


44 34 


21 . 


. 55 


42 


46 


*2 


22 ... 


49 35 


40 29 


22 . 


... 51 


47 


42 


28 


23 ... 


$ ^ 


38 27 


23 


• H 


42 


45 


27 


24 ... 


35 32 


24 


... 58 


45 


45 


34 


25 ... 


48 37 


36 33 


^1 


.. 53 


41 


50 


34 


26 ... 


54 41 


35 32 


26 


... 50 


43 


42 


34 


27 ... 


56 50 


54 35 


27 


... 54 


^ 


46 


30 


28 .. 
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54 50 


28 


.. 53 


50 


34 


29 ... 


56 50 


53 49 


29 


... 51 


36 


49 


s 


.30 ... 


56 52 


53 46 


30 


.. 49 


42 


49 


31 .. 
June I ... 


55 47 
Si 54 
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57 51 


31 
July I 


:: 15 


43 
53 


S 


35 
57 


2 ... 


^ 53 


57 52 


2 . 


..69 


53 


^ 


53 


3 .. 


68 56 


77 45 


3 . 


.. 70 


55 


67 


5P 


4 .. 


68 54 


80 52 


4 


.. 67 


51 


70 


54 


^ •• < 


65 53 


65 52 


5 


.. 66 


51 


64 


49 


w • • < 


60 55 


63 46 


6 . 


... 66 


51 


^3 


47 


7 ... 


61 54 


67 45 


7 . 


.65 


51 


64 


45 


8 .. 


.68 54 


72 47 


8 . 


...67 


51 


60 


» 


9 .. 


■ 64 53 


75 54 


9 


.. 66 


54 


68 


10 .. 


. 67 53 


74 54 
81 52 


10 . 


.. 68 


55 


75 


58 


II .. 


. 73 §7 
. 70 61 


II , 


... 70 


5? 


71 


53 


12 .. 


75 58 


12 


... 71 


1^ 


73 


50 


13 .. 


65 59 


63 55 


'3 


... 67 


61 


71 


5« 


14 .. 


. 69 60 


66 46 
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... 68 


56 


67 


60 


15 . 


. 72 58 


70 52 
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58 


66 


56 


16 .. 


. 74 58 
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74 51 
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59 


62 
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61 
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52 
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In the following works the climate of Torquay is folly 
dealt with: Dr. Shapter's Climate of South Devon; Dr. 
Radclyflfe Hallos Torquay in its Medical Aspect; and Is 
Torquay Relaxing ? Dr. Spencer Thompson's Torqiuiy Past 
and Present ; and Mr. Vivian's papers on The Meteorology 
of Torquay. 



CHAPTER THE TWENTY-NINTH. 



KENT'S CAVERN. 



; HE subject of Kent's Cavern lias been so exliaus- 
tively treated by Mr. MacEnerj, ProfesBor Owen, 
Mr. Pengelly, Mr. Vivian, and others, that it is 
. unnecessary to do more tliau give a brief sketch, 
referring those who desire fuller information to 
the Transactions of the Devonsliiri; Association, 
in which Mr. Pengelly, under the title of " The Literature 
of Kent's Cavern," has published every scrap relating to 
it that has been brought to light either in manuscript or 
print. 

The cavern is situated about a mile from Torquay, oil 
the road to llsham, in a hill of Devonian limestone, and 
about 200 feet above the level of the sea. The whole 
circuit of the cavern ia about 700 feet, varying in height 
and breadth from upwards of thirty feet to little more than 
three feet. 

When or how the cavern was first discovered, or to 
what circumstance it owes its name, there is no evidence 
whatever — even tradition is silent on these points. Mr. 
Pengelly says, " It would seem that the cavern was never 
discovered ; in other words, it has always been known. 
Judging from the objects which were found mixed up with 
earthy matter on the floor, the cavern was visited in 
medinval times, in Saxon times, in Romano-British times, 
and in pre-Roman times. Objects connected with all these 
periods have been met with, and therefore it is probable 
that the cavern has always been known by the dwellers in 
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the neighbourhood." There are noineronB mecriptionB in 
various parts of the cavern ; some of them have been 
partially obliterated by the formation of a film of stalag- 
mite. The earHest legible date is 1571. Among those 
most easily traced are the following ; " Wilham Petre, 
1571." "Peter Lemaire, Richard Colby of London, 1G15." 
" John Martj-n, 1617." In German characters : " Ambrose 
Lane Mildred Torkington," to which is added the device of 
a dome, surmounted by a cross. On a large boss of stalag- 
mite there appear the words: " Eobert Hedges, of Ireland, 
Feb. 20, 1668." The letters are slightly glazed over. The 
earliest known written evidence is contained in a lease of 
the field over the cavern, granted by the Earl of London- 
derry to John Black in 1659, in which it is descj'ibed as 
Kent's Hole Close. The nest is given by no less a writer 
than Richardson the novelist, who briefly notices it in 
Tour tbrougb the Islands of Great Britain, 1778." He says:' 
"In the parish of Tor is a very remarkable place, called 
Kent's Hole, not mentioned, as I can find, by the writers 
on that county, though, perhaps, the greatest curiosi^ 
therein," Subsequent writers incidentally referred to tha 
cavern, but it was not until 1824 that anything like 
vestigation for scientific purposes was made, and then it was i 
undertaken by Mr. C. Nortbmoore, not so much in tha 
interests of palteontology aa to establish a theory that it bad 
been used for Mithratie worship. Mr. Northmoore's exami- 
nation led to the discovery of a number of fossil bones. ■ 
In 1825 he again visited Kent's Hole, this time accompanied 
by the Rev. John MacEnery, the Roman Catholic priest 
Tor Abbey, whose subsequent investigations opened up 
new phase of geological enquiry. Deeply impressed by thl 
quantity of teeth and bones which he found, Mr, MacEnery' 
communicated the fact to I>r. Bucktand, by whom he was 
strongly urged to continue his researches. Acting upon his 
advice, Mr. MacEnery made a series of systematic obser- 
vations—systematic for that time, but not eufiiciently exact, 
perhaps, to be accepted as indisputable evidence by scientific 
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Tnen. Briefly stated, Mr. MacEnery found four diRtinct de- 
posits; first, huge blocks of limestone that had from time 
to time fallen from the roof, and were in moat cases cemented 
together by stalagmite; second, beneath and between these 
blocks a black mould, consisting mainly of vegetable matter, 
probably blown in through the entrance ; third, below this, 
a shetet of stalagmite, ranging from a mere film to five 
feet in thickness ; and fourth, still lower, a thick doposit of 
cave earth. In the uppermost deposit were found the upper 
jaw of a wild boar, the tusks indicating great magnitude ; 
and near by a barbed spear-head. These relics were in- 
vested with a slight crust of stalagmite. A quantity of 
teeth and bones of various animals was also exhumed. 
An examination of the black mould brought to light 
fragments of pottery, calcined bones, flint arrow-heads, 
and round pieces of slate an inch and a-half in diameter, 
On the 14th of August, 1829, in searching tho surface 
mould, Mr. MacEnery turned over a large stone, and 
discovered pieces of pottery, charcoal, human teeth, flint 
relics, copper ornaments, mountings of tin, two lumps 
of copper ore, two spear-heads, and the remains of two 
sepulchral urns — one of which was plain and the other 
rudely ornamented. Near the entrance to the cavern were 
found several human bones; the body had been laid nearly 
in the middle of the entrance lobby, with the head towards 
the east ; the jaws, part of the vertebrie and ribs were 
tolerably perfect, and appeared to have belonged to a robust 
adult. A few days later, near the same spot, the explorer 
was rewarded by finding a cranium and bones belonging to 
another body, younger tban the first. Further patient 
investigation yielded remains of the mammoth, rhinoceros, 
horse, ox, gigantic Irish deer, red deer, reindeer, hyssna, 
wolf, fox, and various species of rodentia. What was 
esteemed the greatest find of all, however, were teeth of 
what Mr, MacEnery described as Ursus cultrldens, but 
which has smee been proved to be the Machaiwdus latideng, 
belonging to a sub-genus of Felia. In 1640 Mr. Godwin 
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Austin read a paper on " The Bone Cares of DeTonsi 

before the Geological Society in London, when he desc 
the results of an investigation he bad made of K _ 
Hole. The conclusion he arrived at was that flint imple- 
ments "occur in all parts of the cavern and throughout 
the entire thickness of the clay ; aud no distiuctian, 
founded on the distribution or relative position, can be 
observed whereby the human can be separated from the 
other reliqaia." 

In 1B46 the Torquay Natural History Society appointed 
a sub-committee for the purpose of making an exploratioo 
in a small portion of the eavera, aud a paper embodying the , 
results of that enquiry, which confirmed all that had beea-J 
advanced by previous examiners, was drawn up by Mr,l 
Vivian, a member of the committee, and read in 1847 ' 
before the Geological Society in London. The scientific 
world, however, scouted these discoveries, and declared that 
such statomtints were impossible. 

In 1858 the results of a systematic and CEirefu] explora- 
tion of the Brixham Cavern, on the opposite shore of 
Torbay, induced scientific men to suspect that the allegf 
discoveries which from time to time during the preriot 
quarter of a century had been reported from Kent's Hold 
might, after all, be entitled to a place among the ventia 
of science ; and, from that time, various proposals foci 
further investigation were made." In 1864 the Briti^' 
Association granted a sum of money and appointed a com- 
mittee for the purpose of exploring Kent's Cavern, and 
the lord of the manor. Sir L. Palk, gave them every facihty 
by placing the cavern at their entii'e disposal. The com- 
mittee consisted of Sir Charles Lyell, Professor Phillipe, 
Sir John Lubbock, Bart., Mr. John Evans, Mr. E. Vivian, 
and Mr. W. Pengelly, This grant has been renewed eveij J 
year since ; and as the two last-named members of t" 
committee resided in Torquay, the examination of tlu|.| 
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oaTem was carried on by careful and experienced -workmen 
under their personal Buperintendence. It has already been 
stated that Mr, MacEnery found four distinct deposits: 
first, blocks of limestone; second, black mould; third, 
granular stalagmite, five feet thick in places ; aud fourth, 
cave-earth. The workmen employed on the new exploration 
not only confirmed this, but proved much more. Beneath 
Mr. MacEnery'a cave-earth they came upon a fifth deposit 
— crystalline stalagmite, twelve feet in thickness in one 
place; below this was a sixth deposit, a bed of cave-eatb, 
with which was incorporated rounded fragments of dark red 
grit, or sandy paste ; this the explorers termed Breccia ; the 
depth of this last deposit has not been ascertained. The ob- 
jects found in the various deposits were, black mould, stones 
of various kinds, shells of hazel nuts, shells of anaiU, 
limpets, whelks, oysters, cockles, mussels, pectens, solena, 
and cuttlefish ; bones of fish, birds, seal, water rat, rabbit, 
hare, goat, sheep, red deer, long-fronted ox, brown bear, 
badger, fox, dog, pig, and man ; whetstones ; angular and 
curvilinear pieces of slate ; pieces of smelted copper ; bronze 
articles, including rings, a fibula, a spoon, a spear-head, 
socketed celt, and a pin; a flint "strike-light." numerous 
potsherds, including a piece of Samian ware; spindle whorls, 
madeof stone of various kinds, and some of themornamented; 
a bone awl, a bone chisel, bone combs of the size and some- 
what of the shape of shoe-lifters or shoe-horns, with the 
teeth at the broad end; amber beads; charred wood. In 
the next deposit of granular stalagmite were found shells of 
cockles and cuttlefish ; remains of bear, hyjena, rhinoceros, 
horse, fox, and man ; charred wood, flint tools, flakes, and 
" cores " — the latter being the remnants of flint nodules, 
from which flakes have been detached ; and a human jaw, 
with four teeth in it. Below the stalagmite, and resting on 
the cave-earth, was a black patch or band, consisting almost 
exclusively of charcoal. It was without doubt the hearth of 
the old cave men. In that patch were found the remains of 
ox, deer, horse, badger, bear, fox, hjiena, and rhinoceros ; 
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S66 Sint implements, flakes, and chips ; a bone awl ; a 
Imne needlu or bodkin, with a well-formed eye in it ; a bono 
harpoon ; burnt bones and burnt wood. In the cave-eartli 
were found teeth and bones of eave lion, wild cat, cave 
liyeena, wolf, fox, glutton, badger, cave bear, grizzly bear, 
brown bear, niammoth, rhinoceros Hchurinwi, horse, wild 
bull, bison, gigantic Irish deer, red deer, reindeer, hare, and 
mac}uiir(>du« Lttidena ; whetstones, a hammer stone, lanceo- 
late and ovate flint tools, Sint flakes and cores, a bone piOf 
two bone harpoons, charred wood, and charred bones. In 
the next depo^tit, the crystalline stalagmite, there wor 
nothing found but the bones of bears. The lowest deposit, 
the Breccia, yielded remains of bear, parts of two jaws, 
containing teeth of Hon; three teeth iu part of a jaw of 
fo3 ; and here in this deposit, older, vastly older, than the 
eave-earth or the stalagmite with which it was sealed up, 
were found evidence of man in rude massive flint tools. 
The conclusion which geologists derive from the foregoing 
facts is, that man existed in Devonshire (which was probably 
far away from the cradle of the human race) at a time so 
remote as to be beyond the power of calculation. For 
example, the black mould, the upper or more recent of the 
deposits, represents at least two thousand years— everything 
below it is still older; the granular stalagmite was of 
very slow growth ; it required 250 years to produce a mere 
film over the letters which Eobert Hedges cut in the face 
of the boss in 1688. Beneath this is the cave-earth, which 
must coimt for something ; then there is the floor of 
crystalline stalagmite, and lastly there is the Breccia, of 
unknown depth.* 

No one should visit the cavern without a guide ; several 
persons have had the temerity to do so, and have invariably 
lost their way. The earliest known incident of this kind 
is described by Mr. W. Hyett in his " Ride from Torquay 
to Newton Bushel," published about the year 1803. He 
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says, "Taking the road opposite the quay, we were brought 
amid undulating hilla to Torwood, a fine old building be- 
longing to Sir Lawrence Palk, and standing in a very 
pleasant situation; about half-a-mile beyond this, a gate, 
&cing the road, opens into a spacious field, the lower part 
of which (a coppice) contains the celebrated cavern Kent's 
Hole, the aperture of which is not of any great magni- 
tude, and almost shrouded in brakes. As I was, a few 
months since, procuring a guide to explore the gloomy recess 
(I mention the fact as a caution to the unwary) a young 
naval officer, attended by a labourer with a lantern, tinder 
box, &e., overtook me, who, accosting me, observed, if I 
would accompany him, he hoped to skoic me a resurrection. 
At my entreaty he esplained himself by saying that five of 
his brother ofiicers, belonging to a ship in the hay, had 
that morning entered the cave without the precaution of 
taking a guide, and had carried with lliem a quantity of port 
fires, the voluminous smoke of which hud extinguished the 
only candle they had ; and when the momentary glare was 
extinguished, they were left almost suffocated with smoke, 
in total darkness. Having exhausted their strength and 
patience in fruitless efforts to find the way out of its dreary 
intricacies, they gave themselves up to despair, when he, 
having parted from the rest, guided by his good genius, at 
length emerged into the cheering light of day. Havuag 
augmented our guides, we entered the chasm, each with a 
candle, and cautiously proceeded, as it was remarkably 
rough, and wonld scarcely allow sufficient height to stand 
erect ; after a short descent it opens into a sort of hall, 
more spacious and lofty, the blaze of our lights dissipating 
enough of the gloom to explore the ponderous jaws of many 
a horrid orifice on either side ; our path now became some- 
what smoother, and permitted us to examine the many 
I whimsical petrefactions and incrustations nature had 
L secreted in these Cimmerian shades; on the approach of the 
I lights to the roof, innumerable gems sparkled, as it passed 
k with beautiful radiance. After some time, the unfortunate 
I objects of our search answered our repeated shouts, and, 
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directed by tbe eoimd, we fotind the diecoDsolates seati 
round tbe margin of a limpid pool (whose waters forbad 
further diaclosure of its secret recesses) almost exhausti 
with fatigue; but the happy prospect of a release from 
they had almost concluded would have been their graTe, 
gave them new animation, and I soon had tbe pleasure of 
congratulating them on their return to the world from 
which they had been more than six hours secluded 

A few years later occurred a similar incident, which wa»' 
invested with a little of the romantic element. A young 
naval officer, whose vessel was at anchor in the bay, visited 
tlie cavern alone. As several hours elapsed without his 
return, some alarm was manifested for his safety. The 
young daughter of a neighbouring farmer hearing of the 
occurrence took a candle and proceeded in search of the 
lost officer. Happily she discovered him, and the stoi^ 
goes that he was so grateful to the young lady for rescuing, 
him that he at once offered her his hand and heart. How- 
ever that may be, a very cordial friendship existed between i 
them, and when serving abroad he regularly corresponded. 
But suddenly the letter writing on his part ceased, and he' 
was never afterwards heard of in this neighljoiirbood. fti 
was presumed that he was either billed in battle or drowned. 

This brief record of the history of Kent's Cavern woalfiij 
not be complete without stating that in 1857 Mr. J. E. 
and the late Professor Phillips felt that there should 
some public recognition of Mr, Pengelly's services as Hotu' 
Secretary of the Committee, appointed at his suggestion,! 
by the British Association, to explore the cavern. Thi 
idea was cordially supported by the Duke of Argyll, the 
Duke of Somerset, the Duke of Devonshire, the Baroness 
Burdett Coutts, Sir C. Lyell, Sir W. Tite, and many othera, 
including numerous members of various learned bodies 
throughout the kingdom ; and on the 17th of March, 1871, 
a very handsome testimonial was presented to Mr. Pengelly, 
meeting in the Freemasons' Hall, Torquay, hy Pro- 
feseor Phillips, who came from Oxford for tbe express 
jpnrpose. 
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STATISTICS 



Year 

1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 
183I 
1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 
1836 

1837 
1838 

1839 
1840 

184I 

1842 

1843 
1844 



THE RATES OF MORTALITY. 



No. 



of Deathk 


Year 


15 


1845 


24 


1846 


21 


1847 


28 


1848 


19 


1849 


17 


1850 


28 


1851 


28 


1852 


40 


1853 


40 


1854 


31 


1855 


52 


1856 


30 


1857 


34 


1858 


35 


1859 


39 


i860 


46 


1861 


53 


1862 


70 


1863 


100 


1864 


86 


1865 


69 


1866 


51 


1867 


88* 


1868 


105 


1869 


99 


1870 


96 


187I 


129 


1872 


121 


1873 


119 


1874 


139 


1875 


145 


1876 



No. of Deaths 
182 
•192 
200 
264 
272 
222 
242 
225 
228 



237 
288 

236 

258 

271 

276 

289 

281 

310 

355 
329 
403 
383 
430 

345 
419 

473 
340 

383 
356 
360 

414 
429 



These figures, it should be understood, refer only to the 
parish of Torquay, and must not be confounded with the 



• Seven of these were drowned from the Dtike of Marlborough. 
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Registrar-General's returns for the "sub-district of Tor- 
quay." There is a great difference between the two, inas- 
much as the returns of the Begistrar-General refer to six 
parishes, having an area of 10,382 acres, with a population 
of 28,305. This sub-district consists of — 

Acres Popolatioii 

Torquay 1,465 211657 

St. Mary-Church 2,590 4,626 

Cockington 1*207 188 

Kingskerswell 1*744 960 

Coffinswell 1,126 193 

Stoke-in-Teignhead ... 2,230 681 



10,382 28,303 



Of the 1,465 acres which comprise Torquay, 1,150 belong 
to Sir L. Palk, and the remainder to Mr. Gary, of Torre 
Abbey. 



POPULATION.-^THE CENSUS RETURNS. 

Year. Population. Inhabited Homes. 

1801 838 143 

181I 1,350 253 

182I 1,925 308 

183I 3,582 551 

184I 5,982 926 

1851 11,474 1,624 

1861 16,419 2,183 

1871 21,657 3,071 

The return for 1871 exhibits a very marked disparity 

between the sexes; there were 8,886 males, and 12,772 
females. 
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RATEABLE VALUE. 

The annual rateable value of property in Torquay, 
according to the Poor Bate valuation lists, and other sources 
when the lists have not been attainable, up to 1854, is as 
follows : * 



Year 
1815 

1823 

1839 
1842 



£ 


Year 


3»5i6 


1844 


4,426 


1847 


16,710 


1851 


25,OOQ 


1854 



* The rateable value for later years is given in another table. 



£ 

27,600 

32,055 
32,264 

37*504 



PA UPERISM. 



Total number of persons (with their families) relieved 
in and from Torquay, excluding lunatics in asylums, not 
separately charged, in the half-years ended — 



Lady-Day, 1867 
1868 

„ 1869 

„ 1870 

1871 

„ 1872 

1873 

t» 1874 

1875 
1876 

1877 



In-door Oat-door 

no 785 

125 772 

154 924 

135 892 

147 802 

X46 846 

134 • 831 

95 771 

no 655 

128 653 

123 571 



WATER RATE. 



In the 
Year. Pound. 

1858 td. 

1859 Sd, 

x86o yd. 

1861 i/i 



In the 
Year. Pound. 

1862 gd. 

1863 3</. 

1864 Zd. 

1865 lid. 
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THE POOR RATE, 
From 1857 to 1877 inclusive. 



Date of Rate. 


For what Period. 


Rateable 
Value. 


In the 
Poand. 


Amount of 
Rate. 








£ 


d. 


£ 


1857. Oct. 


10 


Sep. 29, '57, to Mar. 25, '58 


39»i82 


8 


1,307 


1858. Apr. 


16 


Mar. 25, '58, to Sep. 29, '58 


3^,262 


6 


981 


„ Oct. 


14 


Sep. 29, '58, to Mar. 25, '59 


39,765 


5 


828 


1859. Apr. 


10 


Mar. 25, '59, to Sep. 29, '59 


40,903 


8 


1,363 


„ Oct. 


10 


Sep. 29, *59, to Mar. 25, *6o 


42,564 


6 


1,064 


i860. Apr. 


10 


Mar. 25, '60, to Sep. 29, '60 


43*291 


6 


1,082 


„ Oct. 


10 


Sep. 29, '60, to Mar. 25, '61 


43*838 


8 


1.459 


1861. Apr. 


2 


Mar. 25, *6i, to Sep. 29, *6i 


45,535 


8 


1,517 


» Oct. 


8 


Sep. 29, *6i, to Mar. 25, *62 


47,698 


8 


1,589 


1862. Apr. 


8 


Mar. 25, *62, to Sep. 27, *62 


48,454 


9 


1,816 


„ Oct. 


8 


Sep. 29, '62, to Mar. 25, '63 


51,H6 


10 


2,130 


1863. Apr. 


8 


Mar. 25, '63, to Sep. 29, '63 


51,530 


10 


2.145 


„ Oct. 


8 


Sep. 29, '63, to Mar. 29, '64 


52,798 


8 


1,754 


1864. Apr. 


8 


Mar. 25, '64, to Sep. 29, '64 


70,329 


8 


2,343 


„ Oct. 


8 


Sep. 29, '64, to Mar. 25, '65 


72,537 


8 


2,417 


1865. Apr. 


8 


Mar. 25, '65, to Sep. 29, '65 


79,574 


7 


2,319 


„ Oct. 


8 


Sep. 29, *65, to Mar. 25, '66 


82,954 


7 


2,419 


1866. Apr. 


7 


Mar. 25, '66, to Sep. 29. '66 


84,737 


8 


2,825 


M Oct. 


8 


Sep. 29, '66, to Mar. 25, '67 


88,320 


10 


3,679 


1867. Apr. 


8 


Mar. 25, '67, to Sep. 29, '67 


90,164 


8 


3,012 


,, Oct. 


8 


Sep. 29, '67, to Mar. 25, '68 


92,158 


10 


3,839 


1868. Apr. 


8 


Mar. 25, '68, to Sep. 29, '68 


94,853 


10 


3,952 


„ Oct. 


8 


Sep. 29, '68, to Mar. 25, '69 


97,061 


10 


4,044 


1869. Apr. 


8 


Mar. 25, '69, to Sep. 29, '69 


97,526 


10 


4,063 


M • Oct. 


8 


Sep. 29, '69, to Mar. 25, '70 


98,288 


10 


4,095 


1870. Apr. 


23 


Mar. 25, '70, to Sep. 29, '70 


100,860 


10 


4,202 


M Oct. 


17 


Sep. 29, '70, to Mar. 25, '71 


102,065 


10 


4,252 


1871. Apr. 


29 


Mar. 25, '71, to Sep. 29, '71 


102,873 


8 


3,429 


Dec. 


9 


Sep. 29, '71, to Mar. 25, '72 


103,547 


8 


3,452 


1872. May 


13 


Mar. 25, '72, to Sep. 29, '72 


103,742 


9 


3,890 


M Oct. 


13 


Sep. 29, '72, to Mar. 25, '73 


104,553 


10 


4,356 


1873. May 


14 


Mar. 25, '73. to Sep. 29, '73 


104,222 


9 


3,908 


Oct. 


31 


Sep. 29, '73, to Mar. 25, '74 


104,397 


10 


4*349 


1874. Apr. 


25 


Mar. 25, '74, to Sep. 29, '74 


105,441 


9 


3,954 


„ Oct. 


23 


Sep. 29, '74, to Mar. 25, '75 


106,049 


10 


4,418 


1875. Apr. 


17 


Mar. 25, '75, to Sep. 29, '75 


106,293 


9 


3,986 


„ Oct. 


23 


Sep. 29, '75, to Mar. 25, '76 


107,514 


9 


4,031 


1876. Apr. 


21 


Mar. 25, '76, to Sep. 29, '76 


108,210 


8 


3,607 


„ Oct. 


14 


Sep. 29, '76, to Mar. 25, '77 


109,277 


8 


3,642 


1877. Apr. 


14 


Mar. 25, '77, to Sep. 29, '77 


110,498 


8 


3,683 


„ Oct. 


31 


Sep. 29, '76, to Mar. 25, '78 


111,279 


7 


3,245 



Up to the year 1858 the poUce were under the control 
of the local governing hody, by whom the cost of their 
maintenance was defrayed out of the district rates. In 
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that year the County Constabulary Act came into opera- 
tion, when the control of the police was transferred to the 
county, .and the cost charged to the Poor Bate. 

Prior to 1864 the method pursued for determining the 
rateable value of property was as follows : From the gross 
assessment was deducted first one-third, then one-fifth, and 
the remainder was declared to be the rateable value. For 
example : — a house of the gross value of £100 per annum 
was rated at £59 68. 8d. In 1864 a new method of assess- 
ment was introduced, by which a house of the gross value 
of 4100 is rated at £70 ; this was equivalent to raising the 
rateable value 81^ per cent. 



THE PUBLIC DEBT UNDER THE LOCAL AND 

SANITARY ACTS, 

Arranged up to September, 1877, 



•J-3 



1835 
1851 

*i 

t* 
1868 

1869 
1870 

tt 
1873 

1874* 
1866 

X856 
i860 
1866 
1871 
1874 



J" 



1,000 

a,ooo 

3o,ooo 
910 
3»<»o 
2,700 
570 
a. 345 
4>i4> 

1.350 
48,650 

4.090 

50,000 
5.000 

10,000 
3,48a 
6,000 



£«74,«38 



no limit 
ditto 

50 
50 
50 
50 
30 
50 
50 
50 
30 

20 

50 
30 
50 
50 
30 



Object of Loan. 



Old Watch House 
New Town Hall 

Fleet St. Improvement^ 
i Drainage 
Street improvements 
Ditto and Drainage 
Ditto Ditto 
Drainage 

Street Improvements 
Main Drainage 
Ditto 

Kerbing and Channelling 

Water Works 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 






1,000! 
3,000 



92.258 



4,100 



73.090 






£ '-d. 



3.000 O O 



3.681 X 3 



M 

O 

O 



XfOOO O o 



88,576 x8 9 



x,x8o o o 



6*395 o o 



;^I73,448';^I3,356 i 3 



•,930 o o 



66,694 13 I 



J^>59>i9i " xo 



* In October, X877, the Board obtained power to bcrrow an additional ;^3o,ooo» to be 
repaid in thirty vearx, to comulete the main drainage scheme, and are applying (Feb. 1878) 
Cor an additional j£3i,ooo for WaterworIcK purposes, including the cost of duplicate main from 
Tottiford to Torquay. 
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TORQUAY GENERAL DISTRICT RATE, 
From 1857 to 1877, inclutive. 



DiMofttu 




T..^^o^ 


RucU. 


Intlic 


.™.- 


i8s7. Dec. 




Sep. ag, '57, to Mar. ^5, '58 


£ 
38,43a 


8rf. 


.X 


•es« 


te 




Mar. 25. '58, to Sep. 29, '58 


38.018 


6d. 


951 






Sep. 39, 'sS. to Mar. ^5, "59 


39.238 


I/- 


1,961 


■8h 


te 




Mftr.25. '59, toScp. ig, '59 


39.838 


9d. 


M95 






Sep. 29, '59. to Mar. 25, '60 


41.333 


•/- 


2,066 


1660 


fc 




Mar. zs, '60, to Sep. jg. '60 


42,201 




a,i09 






Sep. 29, "60, to Mar. 25, '61 


43.850 




3,191 


186 1 


M.y 


31 


Mar. 25, '61, to Sep. 29, '61 


44.4a* 




3,221 




Dec. 




Sep. ag, '61, to Mar. 25, "62 


46394 




».342 


1861 


te! 




Mar. 25, '62, to Sep. 29, '63 


47.568 




2^77 






Sep. 2g, '62, to Mar. 25, '63 


49.950 




2.496 


1863 


te 




Mar. 25, '63, to Sep. 29, '63 


50.610 




2.529 






Sep. 29, '63, to Mar. 25, '64 


52-328 




2.615 


.864 


tr 




Mar. 25, '64, to Sep. 19, '64 


69,99s 


qd. 


2,625 






Sep. 29. "64, to Mar. 25, '65 


71.360 


gd. 


2.676 


1865 


June 




Mar. 25. '65, to Sep. 29, "65 


77.'"8 


lOd. 


3,212 




Dec. 




Sep. 29, '65, to Mar. 25, '65 


80,870 


'/" 


4.378 


1866 


E. 




Mar. 25, "66, to Sep. 29/66 


83,069 


lOd. 


3.459 






Sep. 29, -ee, to Mar. 25, '67 


86,067 


t/i 


4,662 


1867 


Jane 




Mar. J5. '67, to Sep. ag, '67 


88,170 


1/- 


4.405 




Dec. 




Sep, 29, '67, to Mar. 25, '68 


90.079 


1/2 


S.2S3 


1868 


t"e" 




Mar. 25, '68, to Sep. 29, '68 


92.443 


i/- 


4.620 






Sep. 29, '68, to Mar. 25, '69 




i/i 


5.S09 


.869 


°ec! 




Mar. 25, '69, to Sep, 29, '69 


95.230 


'- 


4.760 






Sep. 29. '69. to Mar. 35, "70 


96,220 


1/2 


5.6.2 


.8^0 


Jane 




Mar, 25. '70, to Sep. ag, '70 


95.918 


IO<i. 


3.996 




Dec. 




Sep. 29, '70. to Mar. 25, '71 


98.337 


l/- 


4i9"5 


isii 


te 




Mar.25, "71, to Sep. ag, '71 


99,129 


loJ. 


4.130 






Sep. 29, '71, to Mar.25, '7* 


99,710 


l/- 


4.985 


ti^t 


June 




Mar. 25, "72, to Sep. 29. '72 


99.798 


.- 


4.989 




Dec. 




Sep. ag, '72, to Mar.25, '73 


100,468 


12 


5,862 


.873 


May 




Mar, 25, -73, to Sep. 29, '73 


100.106 


I /a 


5.84> 




Nov. 




Sep. 29. 73, to Mar.25, '74 


101.433 


1/2 


5.9'7 


.8m 


May 




Mar. 25, '74, to Sep. 29, '74 


101,367 


i/i 


5,491 




Nov. 




Sep. 29, '74. '"Mar. 25, '75 




1/2 


5.952 


1875 


May 




Mar.25, -75, to Sep. 29. '75 


102,924 


1/2 


6,003 




Nov. 




Sep. 29, '75, to Mar.25, '76 


103.91 1 


1/4 


6.927 


1876 


May 




Mar. 25, '76, to Sep. zg, '76 


106,101 


1/2+ 


6,410 




Nov. 


3 


Sep. 29, '76, to Mar. as. '77 


107,001 


1/4 


7.13* 


18*77 


May 




Mar. a5, '77, to Sep. 29, '77 


108.239 


1/4 


7.216 


■• 


Nov. 


^ 


Sep. 29, '77, to Mar. 25. '78 


108,923 


1/6 


8,169 



The discrepancy between ihe rateable value to the Poor Rate and 
the General District Kates for the period given is accounted for by 
the fact that the deductions from the grass as to land snd other 
matters is less for District Rate purposes than that under the PcMir 
Rate a 
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REVENUE DERIVED FROM THE WATER WORKS. 



•s 

5 


Rental 
Torquay. 


Rental 
St.Mary-Ch. 


Rental 
Newton. 


Total. 


IncreaM. 




£ 


s, d. 


£ 


t. 


d. 


I 


*. d. 


£ 


*. 


d. 


I s. d. 


1861-2 


1,863 


12 3 


155 





9 


398 


12 8 


2,417 


5 


8 




1862-3 


2,089 


II 10 


208 


18 


I 


436 


4 I 


2,734 


14 





317 8 4 


1863-4 


2,380 


15 9 


273 


12 


I 


544 


17 I 


3,199 


4 


II 


464 10 II 


1864-5 


2,712 


6 3 


220 


15 


8 


632 


17 I 


3,665 


19 





466 14 I 


1865-6 


3,062 


14 


377 


19 


10 


758 


6 9 


4,199 





7 


533 I 7 


1866-7 


3»I34 


12 6 


453 





4 


802 


8 9 


4,390 


I 


7 


191 I 


1867-8 


3,314 


8 I 


458 


II 





857 


14 10 


4,630 


13 


II 


240 12 4 


1868-9 


3»523 


I 7 


525 


13 


3 


895 


4 10 


4,943 


19 


8 


313 5 9 


1869-0 


3,654 


8 I 


546 


12 


10 


764 


2 3 


4,965 


3 


2 


31 3 6 


1870-1 


'3,792 


19 9 


591 


16 


8 


861 


2 7 


5,245 


19 





280 15 10 


1871-2 


3,862 


3 II 


592 


17 


2 


883 


10 


5,338 


I 


II 


92 2 II 


1872-3 


3,914 


3 10 


605 


5 


3 


961 


14 


5,482 


3 


I 


144 I 2 


1873-4 


4,067 


10 II 


630 


6 


6 


1,033 


14 4 


5,731 


II 


9 


249 8 8 


X874-5 


4,285 


7 9 


684 


18 


6 


1,093 


5 7 


6,063 


II 


10 


332 I 


1875-6 


4,395 


3 3 


693 


4 


II 


1,137 


12 


6,226 





2 


164 8 4 



THE PARISHES, POPULATION, ACREAGE, AND EXPEN- 
DITURE, OF THE VARIOUS POOR LAW UNIONS IN 
THE COUNTY, ACCORDING TO THE CENSUS OF 1871. 



Parish. 

Newton Abbot ... 

Holsworthy 

East Stonehouse... 

Tomngton 

South Molton 

Okehampton 

Bideford 

Kingsbridge 

Crediton 

Axminster 

Honiton 

Plympton S. Mary 

Tiverton 

Totnes 

Tavistock 

Barnstaple 

«Exeter (City) 

St. Thomas 

♦Stoke Damerel, ) 
(Devonport) ) 
♦Plymouth 



Population 
1871. 



Area in 
Acres. 



68,210 117,991 

9,426 82,519 

14,586 385 



tExpenditure 
year ended 
Lady-day, '69. 

. 17,780 . 

2,814 . 

. 4,168 . 



No. of 
Parishes. 



16,333 



81,472 7,007 



39 
20 

I 

23 
30 
28 

17 
26 

30 



18,975 142,503 7,342 

19,248 126,797 8,306 

19,562 62,944 7,018 

19,744 72,918 7,491 

19,406 91,866 8,900 

2,0056 61,738 9,252 18 

2,2266 80,867 11,673 28 

22,187 75,569 8,845 21 

29,733 103,212 14,046 27 

35,170 98,342 10,509 28 

31,127 158,567 11,155 25 

37,358 149,729 12,691 39 



34,648 
49,307 
50,094 

68,080 



1,800 11,086 22 

130,141 18,671 50 

2,380 13,706 I 

1,635 24,246 2 



* Under Local Acts, 
t This includes only relief to the Poor and purposes connected therewith. 
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NEWTON ABBOT UNION. 

The following table sets forth the number of parishes 
which constitute the Union of Newton Abbot, and other 
particulars : — 



Parishes. 



Ash hurt on 

AbJwtskerswell 

Bickington 

Bishopsteignton 

Bovey Tracey 

Buckland-in-Moor 

Broadhempstone . 

Cockington 

Combeintcignhead 

Coffinswell 

Chudleigh 

Den bury 

Dawlish .... 

East Ogwell 

East Teignmouth ... 

Highweek 

Hen nock 

Ilsington 

Ideford ... 

Ipplepen 

Kingskei*s\vell 

Kingsteignton 

Lustleigli 

Morctonhampstead 

Mannton 

North Bovey 
St. Mary-Church 
St. Nicholas 
Stokcintei«;nhead 

Torbrian 

Tormoham 

Trusham 

Teigngrace 

WootUand 

Widecombe in-Moor 
West Teignn*auth... 

Wolborough 

West Ogwell 

Haccombe 



Value of Rateable Property, 
Valuation Lbu 35th March, 1876. 



Assess- 
ment to 
County 



b 



Totals 




117,436168,203445,603 6 10 



342,579 H 53.60348 



APPENDIX. 



The Saxon Fiinl at SI. Mary-Church. Page S. 

The history of this font is somewhat remarkable. Prior to the year 

1814 the end of the font now resting on the floor was uppermost, and 

the present upper end was buried in the floor of the church. When 

the floor was repaired In 1824 



the fii;m 
discovered, 



theb 



led to Ihe 
font being restored to its 
original position. The figures 
are sculptured within a 
guilloche, as represented in 
the illustration, and arc ol 
very rude workmanship, as 
all such kind of carving wae 
prior to the Conquest. The 
additions which have since 
been made to the font, al- 
though, no doubt, orna- 
mental, detract much from 
its simple character in an an- 
tiquarian point of view. The 
illustrations here given are 

I reproduced from BIcwitt's 
Panorama of Torquay. Mr. 
U. Brown, an architect, who 

I (;ave a description of the font 
1832, says, "Now, as it 
> the practice with our 

I Catholic forefathers, when- 
r they rebuilt a church 
which had been erected either 
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invented Gothic architecture, it was by them 
ivfrlcd. Many of the fonts in Dur churches 
therefore belong to the primitii'c church, and 
to the present structures, which may be 
n the third on the same foundations. It 
1 a custom with the early Saxons first to set 
up their fonts in different parts of the country, 
to enclose them within a wooden house, 
merely for baptismal purposes, where afterwards 
they buill a church of wood, and in a few in- 
iccs of stone; whereas the Norman churches 
e. always constructed with stone." The 
fij^ures within the guilloche are; i — A Rtan on 
scback, blowing a bugle which he holds iti 
his left hand, in his rJKht is an ancient knife. 
—A dog, wiih his head turned back, looking at 
flower. 3 — A cock, pecking at a bunch of 
grapes. 4 — A wild boar, baited by a dog. 5 — 
man with a bugle in his right hand, a spear 
his left, and a dog by his side. 6 — A nondc 
:ript bird, resembling a vulture, pecking at a 
jman figure. 7 — A nondescript figure, ap- 
proaching to the monkey tribe, sitting in ■ 
ir and playing on a harp. The lllustrallons 
w the font as it appeared when it was re- 
I placed In its original position. 

Made of Life among Ihe Monh. Page IT. 

The object of the Order was a pure and 

nnlemplative life, and one of the rules was 

I thai the brethren were " to labour for the cotn- 

iiin good." The summer regulations were at 

1 follows : To meet daily in Chapter and twice 

:ctions, from Easter to Holyruod (ten days 

I before Whitsuntide), with a few exceptions. 

'icr Prime (service at six a.m. I the monks 

assemble in Chapter, and then to work 

itil Tierce (nine B.m.J, when Great Mass was 

Itbrated. Sexl (service at twelve) was lol- 

ivL'd by reading and refection. The time from 

ftclion to Nones (service at two or three 

m.l was devoted to sleep. After Nones to 

I Vespers (four p.m.) drinking; and after Vespers 

reading till Collation, On Sundays the same 

regulations were observed, except that work 
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was substituted by reading. In Fasts, Mass came after Sext; reading 
till Nones ; after Nones refectian and sleep. In harvest time Mass 
was celebrated early in the morning. At this period of the year 
the monks worked from Prime to Sext, and dined out of the house 
if needful; they also slept out if some distance from the Abbey. 
" If afar off" they worked till Vespers, and after singing them in the 
fields, returned home. The winter regulations were : From Septem- 
ber 14th to Easter, continual fast and dining after Nones, except 
Sundays and Christmas; Tierce after Chapter, without an interval; 
after Tierce, nii.i/«i for the hoys and infirm, and work IJU Sext. Mass 
followed, and the remainder of the time to Nones was taken up with 
reading. Refection succeeded to Nones, and work or reading occu- 
pied their time to Vespers, with reading again from Vespers to Colla- 
tion. Sundays were observed the same as in summer, except that 
Nones was said after refection, because there was no sleep before it. 
On all festivals, when there was no work, the monks read during the 
working hours. In Lent, the seven Penitential Psatms were said by 
the convent prostrate ; Tierce followed without interval ; Mass after 
Nones; refection after Vespers ; after refection reading;, and in case 
of any necessity, work. "After Prime," says an old monk, "we are 
sent to work in a. garden, to work and delve for near two hours more." 
Mr. Fosbrooke, from whose British Monuchhm theae particulars are 
derived, adds, "I find orders 'that the brethren do work in the 
gardens from morning till vespers.' " In a note the author adds that 
this refers to the house styled St. Radgunde, of Przmonstratensians, 
perhaps. According to the Statutes adds the Visitation. 

Tht List of Abbots. A Dispult with the Burgissts of Nevton. 
Old Leasts. Page 30. 

The list of abbots, as given on page 30, is as complete as diligent 
research can make it, but it Is believed that it does not contain the 
whole of the abbots, of whom there are believed to have been twenty. 

A singular case was referred to the Judge of Assize at Exeter on 
the ind of March, 1411, in which William Michel or Mychcll, the 
abbot of Torre, and the convent, were plaintiffs, and the burgesses 
of Newton Abbot the defendants. The abbot and convent, as lords 
of the manor of Wolborough, of which the town of Newton Abbot is 
parcel, and as impropriate rectors of Wolborough Church, within 
which parish St. Leonard's Chapel is situated, complained of divers 
trespasses committed by the said burgesses by having disseized them 
of one messuage and hnlf-an-acre of land in Newton Abbot ; by their 
having broken down certain fences and a gate in Wolborough ; by 
having prevented the bailiflTs of the abbey from levying the tolls, cus- 
toms, and other profits qf the fairs and market of Newton Abbot; 
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by having turned cattle into the pastures of Wolborough ; by having 
introduced priests into St. Leonard's Chapel, to the prejudice of the 
mother church ; and by having holden courts without the authority 
of the abbot, and in defiance of his orders. In reply, the burgesses 
alleged that the messuage complained of was St. Leonard's Chapel, 
which had been used by the burgesses and inhabitants from time im* 
memorial ; that the land said to be disseized was situate in the middle 
of the High Street, at the west end of the said chapel ; that on the 
said land were fixed shambles and stands, where tradesmen laid out 
their goods on fairs and market days ; that at other times, according 
to established custom, the burgesses and inhabitants there exposed 
fish, wood, clothes, &c. ; that the burgesses yearly elected from 
among themselves a head bailiff and other officers ; that they rented 
the tolls of the fairs and market from the abbot and convent, and had 
regularly paid the stipulated rent. As to the fences and gate, that a 
wood belonging to the abbot and convent lay between the town and 
the parish church, through which there was an ancient church path. 
This path had been blocked up by the abbot's ser\'ants, and they 
submitted that they had only exercised a just right in breaking down 
the fences and removing the gate. With respect to the pasturage, it 
had been enjoyed by the tenants of the abbey from time immemorial. 
The Judge decided on the 4th of March that the free tenure of St. 
Leonard's Chapel, as well as the land occupied by the shambles, 
were clearly vested in the abbot and convent, but that the public was 
entitled to the free use of the chapel — all offerings, oblations, and 
profits, however, belonged to the abbot and convent ; the absolute 
right of the latter to the stalls and shambles was also fully admitted, 
but accompanied with a recommendation of farming them to the 
head bailiff at a fixed annual rent.* 

Among the leases granted by Simon Rede, the last abbot of Torre, 
are the following places: ^^ Infra manorium nostrum de VVoolborough 
— Strayer Park, Hokelonde, Rowse's Hill, Rowse's Garden, Hethe- 
field, Henborough, Gaulemore, Bromehill, Midell Parke, Lang Parke, 
Samforde Mede, and VVoolborough Mede. 

The following entries occur in the Ecclesiastical Survey which 
took place in the 32 Hen. VI IL, of the possessions of the Abbey of 
Torre : — 

£ S' d. 

Newton Abbott redd' lib' ten* 6 15 a)< 

Newton Abbott peruuU' cur' o 18 3 

Woolborough redd' lib' ten 1x48 

Wool borough redd' cust' et con V. ten' .. .. 4a 15 3 

Woolborough firma rector* .. ., • .. .. 17 14 x 

Woolborough perquis' cur* 2 06 

Lord William Brewer in 1196 granted the manor and town of 

" Ecclesiofttical Antiquities, by Oliver and Jones. 
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Wolborough. uJ'.h ihe advowaon of its church, to his foundation of 
Torre Abbty, and it continued to form a part of its possessions until 
its final disEolulion. 

FaignloK Parish Church. Pag* 70. 
This church, to which an incidental reference has been made, 
is at least the second on the same foundation. When the restoration 
of the church was commenced several years ago, portions of ihe 
sedilia of the former edifice were brought to light, the artificial 
colouring of which was as brilliant as when first laid on. The west 
door is a fine cuample of Norman architecture, and it is believed 





belonged to the church of which the sedilia formed a part. The 
pulpit is an excellent piece nf antique carved work; both are worthy 
of notice. The late Sir William Tite contributed a valuable paper 
to the proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries on the Kirkham 
Chantry, which, mutilated as it is, is still a noble piece of sculpture. 
In the main wall of the south aisle is a very old sculptured skeleton, 
recumbent. 

I!(sam Grange, Pagt 87. 

The following note on Ilesam Grange has been communicated to 
the writer by Mr. Morion Latham, since the passage relating to the 
subject at page 87 was printed ; — 

At Ilesam Grange we can picture to ourselves the life in a farm 
of the middle ages which was the property of a monastery. The 
labourers on Ihe farm were ascripti gUha, and their social position is 
best described by the word icrfi. They slept together in a dormitory, 
and were only a degree better off than the cattle in the stable below. 
The work was carried on under the supervision ot a monk, who lived 
in a separate building; and the remains of his residence are thi 
most interesting portion of the grange. The oldest buildings of thi 
farm are on the north side of the farm yard, with a fine round-arch 
doorway, on the visitor's left hand after he has passed the gat< 
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That these were not always used only as bims is proved 1 
remains of a fireplace and doorway on Ihe upper floor, while the 
small windows should make us thankful that glass enables the 
humblest cottager lo have more light nou' than, some seven hundred 
years ago, was deemed sufficient lor the whole body of farm labourers 
who probably lived together on that upper floor. The ground floor 
was doubtless used as stables, and the barn was probably in the 
eastern portion of this building. The wing which runs down towards 
the gateway is. of course, modern. The careful use of a durable red 
sandstone for the large doorway and the west window and the 
Kpringers of the roof at the west end of this building is interesting. 
The monk's house, built in the fifteenth century, apart from the then 
existing farm buildings, may have been erected when the farm first 
became attached to the Abbey property, for the use of the monk 
appointed to superintend the farm. On the ground floor was hia 
Rtorc-room, and, perhaps, his office for secular afiairs; on the first 
floor, approached by an external flight of stairs, the chapel; and 
above this the priest's sleeping room, the floor of which has now' 
fallen in. The existence of the chapel is a happy proof that, if 
temporal comforts were wanting to the tenants of the church, their 
spiritual welfare at least was cared for by their landlords. The attar 
Blood a! the north end of the chapel. The building does not stand 
due north and south, but it will be convenient to call the end nearest 
to the farm yard the north end. On the right of the window at that 
end of the chapel may be traced the remains of a stone credence 
table. The length of Ihe chapel internally from north to south is 
II feet 8 inches; Ihe breadth at Ihe south end is g feel 8 inches; at 
the north, or altar end, g feet 2 mches. This diminution of breadth from 
Ihe door to the altar may have been accidental, but it has, by aug- 
menting the perspective, the effect of increasing the apparent length 
of the chapel, and we know that such an artifice was in fact practiced 
at this lime with this object. The interna! height of the chapel was 
about 8 feet 8 inches. The thickness of the south wall is 15 inches, 
of the north wall 17 inches, and of the east and west walls 21 inches. 
The real object for which a monk resided at the Grange was, doubt- 
less, to superintend the work of the farm, and not the least interesting 
objects in his residence are the little windows, or spy-hoUi, which 
were made to iacililale this duly. In the room on Ihe ground floor 
is one such spy-hole, commanding the farm yard. In the chapel, on 
the left of the window over the altar, which was filled with stained 
glass and therefore could not be seen through, is another such spy- 
hole, also commanding Ihe farm yard. The inference is that the 
chapel was used by the monk as a sitting room. In the r 
the chapel are several spy-holes in various directions. For a descrip* J 
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of windows of this kind the reader is referred to the account of 
Wanswell Court, at page 268 of " Domestic Archilcclure of the 
Middle Ages," part z. The volume iian be seen in the library of the 
Natural History Museum. Above Ihc monit's house is an old belfry, 
and the bell perhaps served to summon the labourers for other pur- 
poses than prayer. The cross is, of course, new, as is the roof 
which has been placed on the building to preserve it. Beyond (his 
interesting building is an old cider cellar, which is stiil used lor the 
same purpose. Farther on is an old stone drinking trough for cattle. 
In a roofless building in the farm yard is an ancient apple "cracker," 
which has been superseded by a more elaborate machine which has 
introduced itself into a building some seven hundred years its senior. 
Lovers of the revival of gothic forms in house furniture will be 
interested to And the originals of some of their door fastenings about 
the farm buildings. 

Th( Vcistl ill which the Prince of Orange came Ic England.' Page 00. 
The after history of the vessel in which William the Third made 
his adventurous invasion of England is very remarkable. She was in 
existence for over 130 years after she brought the Prince of Orange 
to Brixham, and from the enormous strength of her construclion 
would no doubl have lasted much longer had not her career been cut 
short by the storm of February i8th, 1837, when she was driven 
ashore near Tynemouth and totally wrecked. The vessel was built 
in the Thames in the early part of the seventeenth century, and was 
afterwards purchased for the Prince of Orange by hii adherents, aa 
an addition to the fleet which was destined to effect the revolution of 
1688. The Prince expressly selected this vessel to convey himself 
and suite to England, and he bestowed upon her the name of the 
Princas Mary, in honour of his illustrious consort, (he daughter of 
James II, With the success of the Prince of Orange, the fame of 
the Princess Mary correspondingly rose. During the whole of 
William's reign she held a place ol honour as one of the royal yachts, 
and was afterwards regularly used as the pleasure yacht of Queen 
Anne. By this time, however, her original build was much interfered 
with, from the numerous and extensive repairs she had from time to 
time undergone. On the death of the Queen, she came into the pos- 
session of his Majesty King George I,, by whose order she ceased to 
form part of the royal establishment, and was used by the noblemen 
connected with the Court. The vessel was afterwards sold by the 
Government to Messrs. Wallers of London, by whom she was named 
the Bttsy Cairm, in honour of some lady connected with the West 
Indies, to which the now venerable craft traded. She was next sold 
to Messrs. Carclew of London, and was employed by them as a 
collier, and in this capacity conveyed many cargoes from the Tyne to 
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London. Notwithstanding the grimy appearance which the aged 
ship had assumed, she was looked upon with veneration by the 
sailors, who had a superstitious feeling that while the Betsy Cairns 
kept afloat, Protestantism would remain in the ascendency. The 
ship seems to have been again restored, and was purchased by Mr. 
G. W. Wilson of South Shields, and, under the charge of Mr. Henry 
Wilson, traded as a merchantman to various ports ; at last, while on 
a voyage from Shields to Hamburg, the brave old ship, which had 
rode triumphantly through so many gales, was caught in a storm too 
strong for h^r weather-beaten ribs to withstand. A heavy snow was 
falling, and the wind, blowing a perfect hurricane, lastied the ocean 
to a pitch of fury. In this fearful state of things the old ship became 
quite unmanagable, and was drawn unto a dangerous reef of rocks 
near Tynemouth Castle, called the Black Middens. The crew were 
saved by the lifeboat which put off to^ their assistance. In length 
the Betsy Cairns was Soft. 3in. by 23ft. broad. She had two decks, 
the height between which was 6ft. 6in. She was car\'el-built, and 
without galleries, square-sterned, and devoid of figure-head. She 
had two masts, and was square-rigged, with standing bowsprit. The 
remnant of her original timbering, though but scanty, was extremely 
fine. There was a profusion of rich and elaborate oak carvings, the 
colour of the wood, from age and exposure, resembling that of ebony. 
As soon as the news of her wreck became known throughout the 
country, the people of Shields were inundated with applications for 
portions of her remains. On the part of the Orange Lodges these 
applications were especially importunate. Snuff boxes and souvenirs 
of various kinds were made in large numbers, and brought exorbi- 
tant prices. Each of the members of the Corporation of Newcastle 
were presented with one of these boxes, which exhibit in a marked 
degree the durability and inimitable qualities of the British oak. 
Two carved figures, part of the knight-heads, are now in the posses- 
sion of the Brethren of the Trinity House at Newcastle; and a beam, 
with mouldings covered with gilding, and forming part of the prin- 
cipal cabin, became the property of Mr. Rippon Waterville, North 
Shields. 

The Ridgeway Family. Page 108, 

The existing representative of this family is Colonel Ridgeway ot 
Sheplegh, who has in his possession a number of family portraits 
and other memorials. The owner of Sheplegh has a fine collection 
of curiosities ; among them are the table and floor of the old India 
House, the dining table of the old Gridiron Club, portraits of the Kit 
Cat Club, and many pictures by Sir Joshua ReynoUs, Lawrence, and 
other eminent painters. 
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Lighting Torquay with Gas. Page 167, 

late Mr. Joseph Garrow, 



■ Too high 10 



.\ndh< 



QinK. qoick. Jiminia, ftish voui i] 
Come, COOK, «ul inlic my hand. 

Jd» lighbd on the Sinind. 
Oh I ys, Pupa,— Oh I whiu 1 IRBI 

The Snanil Inoki all in flamei i 
1 ImDw ihe ihopii, ao lei me, pny, 

Jul uU you all ihe uuaei. 
The Bal, Ihey say. ne'er quiti hii h 

Votil ihe iludiy nighl, 
Bat heie'i a Bal'i mng Ulning roiii 

Marc than the nHn day bncht. 
And Rati, uT're lold, love ilariiiMiu 

Within their liille ceU : 
Bdi here leo gat lighu bigie away 

At Bau't well known Hoiel.o 
Whal havg vre nun, 'midil silver hi 

Had ^cob'k father bomed gas lish 
He uw (Eiau) had ne'er mocked 

Ribhoni and late, and dresses gay, 
tBe;erhaicMen,sa»e]1. 

Wiu'^ Reoitenfwe"" 
Hen's old esiahlkhed grocery, 

Or physic as fou will. 
Who biiyi ii hen can see » daat 

They Mvtr can Hav-lll,i 



OK la. Pa(» I Oh, pray look beie t 

Jtlit look ai Cockrem's, ooe would think 

The Son was «adonary. ( 
And here's a fiery draeon, too. 

Jut taiacd by Mr, Hurt, 
Siting, he breathes six 5ery Hamcs. 

Oh I what a [uvelv nair I see. 
Shewn b>- this light in frau. 

Tu Hero and Leandcr. ,ure. 
AcrmlhefWrpont, li 

Htre'i (told and silver, JcweU brighi. 
SoM^byaSuoDf Jab, 

He ^i^Sisi li'^t'oie globt ' 
Oh I what a llamo, and white and blue, 

I pray thee do ^ 
Sm'e lo this worli 



■ TheRoyaL l> Jacob., Silvenmith. =RendelI,Une 
• Holmwood, Grocer. 'C«kiem, Printer, ftc, the inn : 
Maker. >>E1tL>. Hair-diuser. < Knham. Jeweller. 
Chemist, I Dashper, Linen-draper. » Slark, Ironmong 
u Lander, Shosmalitr. P Page. Chemiil. 1 Bockinghnr 
with candles, r piio. Baker, ' Gidley & Whileway 1 



l^v tell me. Jenny, where's Ihe nun, 

Whereiihel »>.d»heme.k 
Now hen's tha lau along the Straiui, 

It cuts a Diighiy splaifi, tir. 
And I believe, don't yoa. Papa, 

Twill help to make a Dashper, I 
There's Kniiinehani and Sheffield wan. 

Which used to look so ud : 
Here, Eo [he rijrhl, the people sure, 

As IT it wen Stark mad, m 



Or Ughu a Billiard Rnun. 
Heie learning of all kinds il found. 

For head, or heart, or soul ; 
Good people, do not bum yonrtelvcs. 

They say you're nude of Cflt. ■ 
ilh ! here's a Hame three feet in bdahl. 

Brighi OJ- ''-' '-- 

High Limtter. ■> 



11k owner looluiaiBge, 
A* pills or potions he compovnds, 

Or reads the ch/Diic Paga. p 
But what a dingy lighl a Men, 
From Buckey's five-monld ttingy ny 
One light, indeed, begiiila the way, 

11 lights Ihe shop and pathway too, 
Wtve Doughi 10 Itar fnHn Pilli. , 
To looli at Cidley'a Birthing mih 
And that ihen then does look to black. 





IB< aJi h^^. I i^ be ftondi 
r Tom AiAer 

■■. In i:S«i be wbr of to cbe Fm 




S. Harfey, P. H>iwari. 

a fle t watja Cd<A off t&e crcv of a French ^tnp. T^a was a rc- 
BuriuMe zct laf bra very, and waa witnesaed by haadr c tfa of penons. 
It iraa £br tins act tliat Loois Philip, ktog of the F rc ucfc , lem sdver 
mrdatt to GiQcr and his collagacs. and tbe Boysl HmmBe Socitfy 
confecTcd a liiver medal aa Mr. Gflley. Gffley wa 
triecbaiiic. and Bcady bttyyean ago, long before a 

overhaiigiag stem, fike tbc wEftkmwB jacbt JaOmmmr, Hb ob)ect 



or a ihaHaiv t a iw l mg TYfa^^, 10 that the senie ttets iwiy h * be ^*^**4t^ Id 
and out with greater bciCty. For the puipuse of oaiag tfen boat far 
y^^ fisheTT* be f ■t«*^ a lemc net to be m&fie more than h ilf ■ ai ib 
in length; it extended frooi the ptO" head ueailj ores to the CAbom 
Head. One or two trials, huaciu, pftncd that it was too a nakM ly 
to be [Kanagcahlc. Mr. GSer ificd March Eith. 18$!. 

While aa the I abject oi fe a afda fiv bcxoeff. k to^ be weali^MiM 
that Mr.W. A.Gos»,b«3der,wheaaat]rt««lic]r«nnafagc,« 
■anted with /$ aad the Ronl HaavM Snckt;^ aedri far 
bnwfy* Tbt cnsBitfnKca vac ncmi aaa ■■fg Mnif 
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of July, 1S43. a little boy, escaping from his nursemaid, fell into tlic 
harbour. Mr. Goss, who was on the quay, being an excellent awimmBr, 
plunged into the water and succeeded in rescuing the child, who 
was in an unconscious state. The intrepidity and extreme youth 
of Mr. G033 induced the Humane Society to vote its medal, which 
was presented to him in the Assembly Room of the Royal Hotel by 
the late Sir Warwick Hele Tonkin, the French Consul at Teignmouth, 
and the Rev. Mr. Blackraore, at that time the incumbent of Tor 
Church ; and the medals to Mc. Gilley and the fishermen were pre- 
sented at the same time. The child thus rescued by Mr. W. A. Goss 
was William Jeffery Prowse, son of Mr. Isaac Prowse, wine merchant, 
of Palk Street, and nephew of Mr. W. Prowse. Mr. W. J. Prowse 
in ^ubiiequent years attained considerable reputation as a man of 
letters, and was connected with Fun and the Daily Telegraph. Some 
of his earliest productions appeared in the Torquay Directory. His 
biography was written by his friend Tom Hood. Mr, W. J. Prowse's 
mother was a highly gifted woman, and was the authoress of a book 
of poems. 

Tht Sewerage. Page S8G. 
The new main sewer commencei, at a point a few yards in front 
of the Spanish Bam, whence it passes across the meadows and 
-through the grounds of the Belgrave Hotel, skirting the back of 
Abbey Crescent, where it joins the first tunnel under Waldon Hill. 
From this tunnel the sewage passes to the pumping station in Swan 
Street, where it is raised to the higher level sewer, and proceeds 
through a tunnel from Fleet Street under Higher Terrace, Apsley 
House, and Meadfoot Hill, to the sea road, along which it is car lied by 
a barrel sewer, and enters the third tunnel under Kilmorie, being finally 
discharged into the sea at Hope's Nose, a distance of three miles 
from Torre Abbey. This undertaking was commenced in May, 1875, 
by Messrs. Bell, on a contract for ^38,446, but they tailed in January-, 
1876, after executing work to the extent of between ^6,000 and 
^9,000, owing to the extreme hardness of the rock they encountered, 
and the large quantity of water which entered the shafts. When 
the Local Board invited fresh tenders, only three were sent in, and 
the lowest of these was £tz,ooo to complete Messrs, Bell's contract, 
and exclusi%'e of extras, estimated at several thousand pounds, to 
complete the whole. Accordingly, on the advice of Sir Joseph 
Bazalgette, the Board determined upon completing the sewerage 
themselves; work was resumed at the end of March, 1876, and by 
November the same year, the tunnel through Waldon Hill, 1,150 feet 
in length and 5fl. 6in. by 4ft. in diameter, was finished. The tunnel 
from Fleet Street to Meadfoot, 4.570 feet in length by 7 feet in 
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diameter, was completed in September, 1877, and the hill from 
Kilmorie to Hope's Nose, 4,560 feet by 7 feet in diameter, was 
finally perforated on Tuesday, the i6th of October, the same year. 
This last place was the most difficult of the entire undertaking, owing 
to the extreme hardness of the rock and the depth of working from the 
surface, and the large quantity of water which flowed in from the 
springs. So great were the difficulties encountered, that the driving 
of the tunnel was stopped in June, when an Alternative plan was 
entertained of placing the outfall at a point considerably to the west 
of Hope's Nose; as, however, this would not be so effectual, the 
Board adhered to the original scheme, and in August the work was 
continued by hand labour as before. As it was found that the rock 
increased in hardness, and the average length driven each week having 
dropped from fourteen feet to eight feet, the authorities determined 
upon employing rock-boring machinery. Three of Sturgeon's patent 
high-speed air compressors were placed at the mouth of the Kilmorie 
tunnel, and the compressed air for driving the rock-drills was con- 
veyed by pipes over the hill and down a shaft 210 feet deep, and 
thence along the tunnel* to the drilling machines, a total distance, 
when the miners met, of about 5,200 feet, and for the west face about 
2,300 feet. The boring was carried on at both ends, and also from 
two intermediate shafts; the boring was so true, that when the 
miners met on the i6th of October, there was scarcely any preceptible 
difference in the cutting. Six of Ingersoll's patent self-feeding 22in. 
cylinder rock-boring machines were provided, but never more than 
four were used at a time, and two of the air compressors were suffi- 
cient to supply the drills. The miners worked eight-hour shifts, or 
three shifts in the twenty-four hours, so that, excepting the spare air 
compressors and two drilling machines, the machinery was kept in 
motion from seven o'clock on Monday to nine at night on Saturday. 
The average weekly distance driven by the boring machinery was 29 
feet on the Kilmorie side, and 19 on the other. Some idea of the nature 
of the rock may be formed from the fact that over 21,000 pounds of 
dynamite and 70,000 treble-force detonators, besides other explosives, 
were used in blasting it. The works were conducted under the 
supervision of Mr. G. E, Phillips. 
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THE GOVERNING BODIES OF TORQUAY. 

The following is a list of the persons who have served as members 
of the Select Vestries, Town Commissioners, and Local Boards of 
Health, from April, 1825, to 1877: — 

T//E SELECT VESTRY, 



Sir L. V. Palk, Bart. 
Henry George Gary 
Robert Abraham 
Tames N. P. Cosserat 
John Mudge 
William Da we 
William Gale 



Sir L. V. Palk 
Henry George Gary 
John Mudge 
William Kitson, jun. 
Thomas Stabb 
William Dawe 
William Gale 



Sir L. V. Palk, Bart, 
Henry George Gary 
Thomas Mudge, jun. 
William Kitson, jun. 
William WUh 
William Dawe 
William Tapley 



Sir L. V. Palk, Bart. 
Henry George Gary 
John Mudge 
William Kitson 
William Tapley 
William B4stick 
Edward Bedlake 



IS25.— April. 

William Bastick 
Edward Bedlake 
John Abbott 
Henry Dash per 
William Rossiter 
John Tapley 
John Cowell 

IS^e.—ApriL 

Robert Stark 
William Bastick 
Edward Bedlake 
Edward Henley 
Thomas Luscombe 
Jacob Harvey 
John Stabb 

1837. 

William Gale 
William Bastick 
Edward Bedlake 
Edward Henley 
Thomas Luscombe 
Jacob Harvey 
John Stabb 

1828. 

Thomas Luscombe 
Jacob Harvey 
John Cowell, sen. 
John Cowell, jun. 
John Tapley 
Matthew Mudge 
Robert Abraham 



John Rossiter 
John Stabb 
Thomas Rossiter 
Jacob Harvey 
Thomas Luscombe 
Etlward Henley 



John Cowell 
John Tapley 
Thomas Rossiter 
John Rossiter 
Matthew Mudge 
John Prowsc 
Robert Abraham * 



John Cowell, sen. 
John Tapley, jun. 
John Prowse 
Matthew Mudge 
Robert Abraham 
Thomas Rossiter 
John Sharland 



Thomas Rossiter 
John Sharland 
Robert Stark 
Joseph Turner 
James Perryman 
Joseph Ablx)tt 
Thomas Mudge 



Sir L. V. Palk, Bart. 
Henry George Gary 
Robert Abraham 
William Kitson 
John Cowell, sen. 
William Tapley 
Robert Stark 



1829. 

John Stabb 
Jacob Harvey 
John Tapley 
James Perriman 
John Sharland 
Thomas Rossiter 
Thomas Mudge 



Joseph Turner 
William Dawe 
William Bastick 
John Abbott 
Etlward Henley 
Edward Bedlake 



* This is one over and above the orthodox number of twenty — no explanation is offered in 
the minutes. The same excess occurs in two subsequent years. 
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Sir L. V. Palk, Bart. 
Henry George Gary 
Robert Abraham 
William Kin»on 
John Gowell, sen. 
William Tapley 
John Stabb 



Sir L. V. Palk, Bart. 
Henry George Gary 
William Kitson 
WilKam Tapley 
William Luscombe 
Jacob Harvey 
Samuel Gockings 



Sir L. V. Palk, Bart. 
Robert Shedden 
Henry George Gary 
Robert Abraham 
William Kitson 
John Gowell, jun. 
John Mudge 



1830. 

Jacob Harvey 
Robert Stark 
W^Uliam Wish 
Thomas Gale 
John Mudge 
John Rossiter 
Mark Whiteway 

1831. 

Joseph Turner 
ohn Rossiter 
John Gowell, jun. 
Rev. W. Gee 
Thomas Rossiter 
Mark Whiteway 
William Wish 

1832. 

Jacob Harvey 
William Wish 
John Tapley, jun. 
Robert Stark 
Mark Whiteway 
William Tapley 
Matthew Mudge 



AVilliam Luscombe 
John Sharland 
Thomas Godfrey 
Thomas Mudge 
Matthew Mudge 
Nicholas Mudge 



Joseph Garrow 
William Gale 
Robert Stark 
Edward Henley 
John Mudge 
William Peek 



William Wakeham 
Thomas Rossiter 
William Gale 
Edward Henley 
Samuel Gockings 
John Sharland 



Sir L. V. Palk, Bart. 
Henry George Gary 
William Kitson 
William Wish 
John AblK)tt 
Mark Whiteway 
Thomas Luscombe 



1833. 

John Gowell, jun. 
Jacob Harvey 
William Tapley 
William Wakeham 
John Mudge 
Matthew Mudge 
John Sharland 



John Tapley 
Thomas Mudge 
James Pope 
Robert Stark 
Samuel Gockings 
John Hammick 



Sir L. V. Palk, Bart. 
Henry George Gary 
Joseph Garrow 
Samuel Gockings 
George Yeo 
Robert Stark 
Thomas Rossiter 



Sir L. V. Palk, Bart. 
Henry George Gary 
Robert Stark 
Samuel Gockings 
John Rossiter 
William Luscombe 
udge, sen. 



1834- 

John Gowell 
William Watson 
Jacob Harvey 
William Ikanscombe 
John Mare 
Matthew Mudge 
Joseph Raby 

1835. 

John Tapley, jun. 
John Matthews 

{ames Batt 
ohn Abbott, sen. 
Jabez Sims 
Thomas Godfrey 
William Peek, sen. 



Thomas Nickols 
Joseph Reed 
William Tapley 
William Turner 
William Kitson 
William Luscombe 



[oseph Reed 
[ohn Bridgman, sen. 
[oseph Raby 
[ohn Sharland 
Robert Slade 
Joseph Morgan 
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Sir L. V. Palk. Bart. 
Henry George Gary 
William Kitson 
Nicholas Mudge, sen. 
William Bastick 
John Mudge, sen. 
John Stabb, sen. 
Edward Bedlake 



1836. 

William Peek 
Mark Whitewray 
Thomas Staddon 
Benjamin Ambrose Hall 
Samuel Rowe , 

Robert Stark 
William Stark 



Thomas Beazley 
John Gowell 
Thomas Godfrey 
Joseph Turner, sen. 
William Tamlin 
William Tapley 
John Gallard 



T/TE IMPROVEMENT COMMISSIONERS, 

The Improvement Act was adopted in 1835, but it appears that for the 
first two years, while it was being brought into working order, the Select Vestry 
continued to be elected, notwithstanding that the new governing body of Gom- 
missioners was in existence. The first Board of Gommissioners, elected 3rd 
of August, was as follows : — 



William Kitson 
Henry George Gary 
John Lear 
William Tapley 
William Luscombe 
William Pollard 



ISSS. 

Richard Jope Slade 
Garter Godfrey 
John Bowes Brown 
William Wish 
John Rossiter 
Robert Stark 



Henry Parkin 
Samuel Gockings 
Jacob Harvey 
Garr Ellison Lucas 
Richard Tucker Wyatt 
Henry Gartwright 



1S86. 

At a meeting of the Gommissioners on the i6th of June, there were eight 
vacancies to provide for, three caused by* Messrs. Lucas, Wyatt, and Gartwright 
declining to act ; and five owing to the retirement of Messrs. R. Stark, \V. 
Wish, W, Luscombe, W. Tapley, and Henry Parkin. The places of the three 
former were supplied by Giovanni Aubrey Bezzi, Benjamin Ambrose Hall, and 
James Pope ; and the other five were Robert Stark, W. Wish, W. Tapley, 
John Mare, and Joseph Gowell Raby. The constitution of the Board was 
accordingly thus : — 



Elected in 1835. 



H. G. Gary 
W. Pollard 
Garter Godfrey 
John Lear 
J. B. Brown 
J. Rossiter 
S. Gockings 
Jacob Harvey 
R. J. Slade 
W. Kitson 



Eltcted injune^ 1836, in 

lieu of Commissioners 

retiring by rotation. 

R. Stark 
W. Wish 
W. Tapley 
John Mare 
J. G. Raby 



Elected in 1836, in lieu 
of Vacancies, 

G. A. Bez^i 
B. A. Hall 
James Pope 



Mr. Bezzi withdrew, and of the twelve above who were elected in 1 83?, six 
retired on the 24th of June, namely, H. G. Gary, W. Pollard, G. Godfrey, 
J. B. Brown, J. Rossiter, and Jacob Harvey ; and there were elected, John 
Matthews, B. Hamilton, R. Stark, W. Wish, W. Tapley, and J. G. Raby, 
After the election the Board consisted of the following : — 
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EUcUd m 1835. 

W. Kitson 
J. Lear 
R. Slade 
S. Coddngs 



EUcUd 1835. 



W. Tapley 
W. Ki^a 
G. A. Bern 
W. Wish 
ILPvkin 
H.G. Caiy 



Elided m room 
oj FacoMdc 

a A. HaU 
G. A. Bezzi 
Jama Pope 



Eledkd im iS^ Jbr 
tkouwAa rettrwd 



W.TapIcy 
J. M^lre 
W. Wish 
R. Sterk 
J. C. Raby 



EUcted 1855. 

John Matthews 
B. Hamilton 
R. Stark 
W. Wish 
W. Tapley 
J. C Raby 



J. Matthews 
B. Haniiltop 
R.Sta^ 
W. Wish 
W. Tapley 
J. C Raby 



EUctei 1S37. 

W. Whiteway 
H. Cartwnght 
W. La:«conibe 
Jacob Harvey 
John Abbott 
PaalHaTiU 



ISSS.—July 13th. 



Elected 1836. 



J. Matthews 
B. Hamilton 
R. Stark 
\V. WL^h 
W. Tipey 
T. C Rai V 



EUcUJ 1837. 

W. Whiteway 
H. Cartwnght 
W. LiLscorabe 

Ticti^ Harvev 
[ocn Ab'.3«:c. jun. 



EUctsl 183S. 

R. J. Slade 
W. Prowse 
W. Kit<*Dn 

N:ch/i« Miliar 
r:r:n Mire 
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Ukl.-'July. 




Elected 1839. 


Elected 184a 


ElecUd 1841. 


H. G. Gary 
J. T. Harvey 
R. Stark 
W. WUh 
J. Matthews 
H. C. M. PhiUipps 
And J. M. 


H. Parkin W. Prowse 
A. W. Field S. Cockings 
Jacob Harvey J. Mare 
Edwaid Vivian W. Kitson ' 
Sir L. Palk J. Lear 
John Rossiter P. L. PhUlips 
Smart, in the place of H. G. Gary, deceased. 




ISJfi.—July. 




Elected 1840. 


Elected 1841. 


ElecUa 1842. 


H. Parkin 
A. W. Field 
Jacob Harvey 
£dward Vivian 
Sir L. V. Palk 
J. Rossiter 


W. Prowse 
S. Cockings 
J. Mare 
W. Kitson 
J. Lear 
P. L. PhUUps 

ISkS.'-July. 


H. C. M. PhiUipps 
R. Stark 
W. Wish 
J. Matthews 
W. R. Jolley 
R. J. Slade 


ElecUd 1841. 


ElecUd 1842. 


Elected 1843. 


W. Prowse 
S. Cockings 
J. Mare 
W. Kitson 
J. l-rcar 
P. L. Phillips 


H. C. M. PhUlipps 
R. Stark 
W. Wish 
J. Matthews 
W. R. Jolley 
R. J. Slade 

lBJtk.—July. 


J. T. Harvey 
W. Wakeham 
John Rossiter 
A. W. Field 
H. Parkin 
James Hack 


Electeii 1842. 


ElecUil 1843. 


Elected 1844. 


H. C. M. PhiUipps 
R. Stark 
W. Wish 
J. Matthews 
W. R. Jolley 
R. J. Slade 


J. T. Harvey 
W. Wakeham 
John Rossiter 
A. W. Field 
H. Parkin 
James Hack 

ISi^.-'July. 


W. Kitson 
S. Cockings 
W. Prowse 
R. H. Taylor 
J. Radford 
P. L. Phillips 


ElecUd 1843. 


Elected iHii4. 


Elected 1845. 


J. T. Harvey 
W. Wakeham 
John Rossiter 
A. W. Field 
H. Parkin 
James Hack 


W. Kitson 
S. Cockings 
W. Prowse 
R. H. Taylor 
J. Radford 
P. L. PhilUps 


W. Wish 
R. Stark 
R. J. Slade 
C. Kirson 
Jacob Harvey 
John Matthews 



894 



THE HISTORY OF TORQUAY. 



Elected 1844. 



W. Kitson 
S. Cockings 
W. Prowse 
R. H. Taylor 
J. Radford 
P. L. PhUlips 



Elected 1845. 

W. Wish 
R. Stark 
R. T. Slade 
C. Kitson 
Jacob Harvey 
John Matthews 



Elected 1846. 

Capt. T. H. Lee 
J. T. Harvey 
E. Vivian 
J. Hack 
Col. Me)nrick 
R. M. St. George 



Elected 1845. 

VV. Wish 
R. Stark 
R. J. Slade 
C. Kitson 
Jacob Harvey 
John Matthews 



1847.— July. 
Elected 1846. 

Capt. T. H. Lee 
J. T. Harvey 
E. Vivian 
J. Hack 
Col. Meyrick 
R. M. St. George 



Elected 1847. 

S. Bridgman 
W. N. Peckins 
W. Kitson 
R. H. Taylor 
W. Harvey 
W. Wakeham 



Elected 1846. 

Capt. J. H. Lee 
J. T. Harvey 
E. Vivian 
J. Ha.k 
Col. Meyrick 
R. M. St George 



IS^S.—Juru. 

Elccte,l 1847. 

S. Bridgman 
W. N. Peckins 
W. Kitson 
R. H. Taylor 
W. Harvey 
W. Wakeham 



Elected 1848. 

C. Kitson 
W. Wish 
R. Stark 
R. Slade 
J. Rossiter 
George Fisher 



Elected 1847. 

S. Bridgman 
W. N. Peckins 
W. Kitson 
R. H. Taylor 
W. Harvey 
W. Wakeham 



li^kd.—July. 

Elected 1848. 

C. Kitson 
W. Wish 
R. Stark 
R. Slade 
J. Rossiter 
George Fisher 



Elected 1849. 

Capt. J. H. Lee 
J. T. Harvey 
C. Dash wood 
W. R. JoUey 
John Mare 
Colonel Meyrick 



Elected 1848. 



C. Kitson 
W. Wish 
R. Stark 
R. Slade 
John Rossiter 
George Fisher 



Elected 1849. 

Capt. T. H. Lee 
J. T. Harvey 
C. Dashwood 
W. R. JoUey 
John Mare 
Colonel Meyrick 



Elected 1850. 

W. Harvey 
W. Kitson 
R. H. Taylor 
George Dreaton 
S. Bridgman 
Geoi^e H. Harris 
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THE LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH. 



[Tlie names in small capitals indicate the Chairman of the Board for the 
year.] 

The Public Health Act having been adopted in 1850, an election of twelve 
members to constitute the new L^cal Board took place on the 26th of Sept., 
the following being the result : — 



W. KiTSON 
R. Stark 
J. T. Harvey 
W. N. Peckins 



E. Vivian 
J. Mare 
S. Bridgman 
G. H. Harris 



W. Wish 

R. S. S. Gary 

J. Rossiter 

C. R. Dashwood 



185L 

The election of four members took place on the 1st of March, in the place 
of S. Bridgman, deceased, R. S. S. Carv, who had not attended any of the 
meetings, J. Rossiter, who resigned, and Mr. R. Stark, who retired by ballot. 



£/^lAi 1850. 

W. KiTSON 

J. T. Harvey 
W. N. Peckins 
E. Vivian 



El^cUd 185a 

J. Mare 
G. H. Harris 
W. Wish 
C. Dashwood 



£/ec/£d 1851. 

R. S. S. Tary 
R. Stark 
W. Harvey 
J. H. Lee 



£/tciAi 1850. 
W. KiTSON 

W. N. Peckins t 
E. Vivian 
J. Mare* 



ISSS.'-March. 
EUcUd 1850. Elected 1851. 



G. H. Harris 
W. Wish t 
C. Dashwood 
J. T. Harvey + 



R. S. S. S. Caiy 
R. Stark 
W. Harvey 
J. H. Lee 



Elected 1852. 

W. N. Peckins 
J. T. Harvey 
R. H. Taylor 
W. WUh 



Withdrawn, t Retired by boIloL 



• ElecUd 1851. 

R. S. S. Gary 
R. Stark 
W. Harvey 
J. H. Lee 



185S,-"March. 
Elected 1852. 

W. N. Peckins 
J. T. Harvey 
R. H. Taylor 
W. Wish 



Elected 1853. 

W. KiTSON 
E. Vivian 
G. H. Harris 
T. Henderson 



Elected 1852. 

W. N. Peckins 
J. T. Harvey 
R. H. Taylor 
W. Wish 



1854.-— March. 
Elected 1853. 

W. KiTSON 

E. Vivian 
G. H. Harris 
T. Henderson 



Elected 1854. 

C. Kitson 
John Harvey 
W. Harvey 
W. Farrant 
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Electfii 1853. 



W. KiTSON 

E. Vivian 
G. H. Harris 
T. Henderson 



1855.^March. 

Elected 1854. 

C. Kitson 
John Harvey 
W. Harvey 
W. Famint 



Elected 1855. 

W. N. Peckins 
Randolph Robinson 
J. T. Harvey 
W. Wakeham 



EUeted 1854. 



C. Kitson 
John Harvey 
W, Harvey 
W. Farrant 



ISSG.'-March. 

Elected 1855. 

W. N. Peckins 
Randolph Robinson 
J. T. Harvey 
W. Wakeham 



Elected 1856. 

W. Kitson 
G. H. Harris 
Dr. C. P. Blake 
E. Vivian 



Elected 1855. 

W. N. Peckins 
R. Robinson 
J. T. Harvey 
W. Wakeham 



1857,^March. 
EUeted 1856. 

W. Kitson 
G. H. Harris 
Dr. C. P. Blake 
E. Vivian 



ElecUd 1857. 

C. Kitson 
W. Harvey 
John Harvey 
J. C. Stark 



Elected 1856. 

W. Kitson 
G. H. Harris 
Dr. C. Paget Blake 
E. Vivian 



Elected 1857. 

C. Kitson 
W. Harvey 
John Harvey 
J. C. Stark 



Elected 1858. 

W. Wakeham 
R. H. Taylor 
J. T. Harvey 
Randolph Robinson 



Elected 1857. 



C. Kitson 
W. Harvey 
John Harvey 
J. C. Stark 



1850,— March, 

Elected 1858. 

W. Wakeham 
R. II. Taylor 
J. T. Harvey 
Randolph Robinson 



Elected 1859. 

W. Kitson 
A. B. Sheppard 
John Thomhill Fisher 
Dr. C. Paget Blake 



Elected 1858. 

W. Wakeham 
R. H. Taylor 
J. T. Harvey 
Randolph Robinson 



1860,-'March, 

Elected 1859. 

W. Kitson 
A. B. Sheppard 
John Thomhill Fisher 
Dr. C. Paget Blake 



Elected i860. 

W. Harvey 
C. Kitson 
Courtenay Clarke 
W. A. Goss 
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EUcted 1859. 

W. Kitson 
A. B. Sheppard 
J. T. Fisher 
C Paget Blake 



1861.— March, 

Elected i860. 

W. Harvey 
C. Kitson 
Courtenay Clarke 
W. A. Goss 



Elected 1861. 

Randolph Robinson* 
Arthur Tower 
N. B. Edmonstone 
J. T. Harvey 
W. Wakeham 



* Arthur Tower was elected in November in the place of Mr. Robinson, who resigned. 
Mr. Sheppard vras appointed Chairman of the Board. 



Elected i86a 

W. Harvey 
C. Kitson 
Courtenay Clarke 
W. A. Goss 



1862.--March. 

Elected 1861. 

N. B. Edmonstone 
Arthur Tower 
J. T. Harvey 
W. Wakeham 



Elected 1862. 

W. Kitson 

A. B. Sheppard 

Thomas Short 

Dr. C. B. Nankivell 



Elcctetl i86i. 

Arthur Tower 
N. B. Edmonstone 
J. T. Harvey 
W. Wakeham 



1863.—March, 

Elected 1862. 

W. Kitson 

A. B. Sheppard 

T. Short 

Dr. C. B. Nankivell 



Elected 1863. 

C. Kitson 
W. Harvey 
W. A. Goss 
G. Dreaton 



Elected 1862. 

W, Kitson 

A. B. Sheppard 

T. Short 

Dr. C. B. Nankivell 



I864.— March. 

Electeti 1263. 

C Kit.son 
W. Harvey 
W. A. Goss 
G. Dreaton 



Elected 1864. 

John Harvey 
N. B. Edmonstone 
W. Wakeham 
J. T. Harvey 



Elected 1863. 



C. Kitson 
W. Harvey 
W. A. Goss 
G. Dreaton 



1865,— March. 

Elected 1864. 

John Harvey 
N. B. Edmonstone 
W. Wakeham 
J. T. Harvey 



Elected 1865. 

W. Kitson 
A. B. Sheppard 
T. J. Shapley 
C. B. Nankivell 



Elected 1864. 

John Harvey 
N. B. Edmonstone 
W. Wakeham 
J. T. Harvey 



1866.— Mai ch. 

Elected 1865. 

W. Kitson 
A. B. Sheppard 
T. J. Shapley 
C B. Nankivell 



Elected 1866. 

W. Harvey 
C. Kitson 
R. C. Wilkinson 
T. B. Home 
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Lafi»» 



EUcted i365. 

W. KitBOii 

A- B. Sa»??-ULD 

T. J. Shaciev 

Dr. C B-XinkCTeJI 



El^ctdd 1366. 

W. Harrey 
C. iCtscn 
R- C. Wakascn 
T. B. Harac 



EUcUJ 1667. 

J. T. Rirrcy 

Jam Hjttct 



L^i.'-Msrzi. 



EUcUd 1366. 



EUzud r3€r. 



EUztid z365. 



C. KksAn 

R. C Wilidnsna 

T. B. Honie 



y. B. Eimnostcne 
J. T. Hjrjcy 
John Hjrrev 
S. Cash 



W. Ki£3cc 
G. kicsarisaii 
Janus Mzrray 
A. B. Sh£?f'vai> 



i.?€r*. — ^J/jrr.1. 



EUzUd 1367. 



EUcUd iSoe. 



EldJirJ 1569. 



X. B. Eiacnstone 
J. T. Karrey 
Jofcn HarxcT 



-•_ ♦ 



G. Rirhariion 

Times MXTTTLT 

A- F. -^^: \t: 
C, I.. Nir. v-vt.l* 



R. C. 
W. H. Ccsvuj 
W. Harrrr 
C. Ki:>:-' 



:. ; ;ci.«:.l 1. 






- » . v^ i_ i:7; ; ; ". • 



1 r .,. 



t.,i::ci 



tL.i:':i 



c.i:i:i :?"? 



• • . "» ~ . . 


1 c "."•■- 


J J -:- "... r^ • 

A . 1. r* r-r .-. r '. ^. i 




Dr. Nir.iii.. .tl^ 





X. 



u. r. : — 



i. ^.— . •?« 



-. O. r'.ir.ev 



Mic::^:: 



jTC 



ivi.— V--r.- 






^^ « « • # » .« 






\V. H. C: -.VAY 
\V. Harvev 
C. Kit'ion 



J. T. Harvey 
J- G. Barley 
I*. Michclmorc 



\V. Kit-or. 
G. Ricinriion 
J. Murray 
\V. T. Bridges 



LOCAL BOARD. 
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Elected 1870. 

N. B. Edmonstone 

. T. Harvey 

. G. Barley 
P. Michelmore 



{ 



1872.-~March. 
Elected 1871. 

W. Kitson 
G. Richardson 
J. Murray 
W. T. Bridges 



Elected 1872. 
R. C. Wilkinson 

W. H. COSWAY 

W. Harvey 

C. Kitson 

L. B. Bowring* 



*Mr. L. B. BowrinE was elected on the 6th of July, 1872, to fill the vacancy caused by 
the death of Mr. N. B. Edmonstone, for the remainder of that gentleman's term. 



1873,^March. 



Elected 1871. 



W. Kitson 
G. Richardson 
J. Murray 
W. T. Bridges 



Elected 1872. 

R. C. Wilkinson 
W. H. Cos WAY (now 

Halliday) 
W. Harvey 
C. Kitson 



Elected 1873. 

L. B. Bowring 
Dr. C. P. Blake 
Major Sole 
J. G. Barley 



Elected 1872. 

R. C. Wilkinson 
W. H. Halliday 
W. Harvey 
C. Kitson 



1874.'-March. 
Elected 1873. 

L. B. Bowring 
Dr. C. P. Blake 
Major Sole 
J. G. Barley 



Elected 1874. 

W. Kitson 
W. T. Bridges 
J. Murray 
G. Richardson 
Dr. Nankivell * 
J. Jefferies f 



* Dr. Nankivell was elected on the 7th of April for one year, to fill the vacancy occasioned 
b\* the retirement of Mr. Wilkinson. t Mr. JeflTeries was elected in the place of Mr. 
Halliday, who retiied and of June, 1874. 



Elected 1873. 

L. B. Bowring 
C. Paget Blake 
H. W. Sole 
J. G. Barley 



ISrS.—April. 

Elected 1874. 

W. Kitson 
W. T. Bridges 
James Murray 
G. Richardson 
J. Jefferies 



Elected 1875. 

James Jefferies 

C. Kitson 
W. Harvey 

D. Allams 

C. N. Cooke* 
G. S. Bridgmanf 



* Mr. C. N. Cooke was elected a member on the ijth of April, 1875, to fill the vacancy 
caused by the resignation of Mr. Murray, t Mr. G. S Bridgman was elected Dec., 1875, 
in the place of Dr. lUake retired. Mr. W. Harvey died Dec., 1875 ; his seat was left for the 
ratepayers to fill up at the next election. 
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Elected 1874. 



W. Kitson 
W. T. Bridges 
J. Murray 
G. Richardson 



isre.—ApriL 

Elected 1875. 

James Jefferies 

C. Kitson 
\V. Harvey 

D. Allams 



Elected 1876. 

J. A. Balsom 
£. Smith 

L. B. BOWRING 

T. J. Shapley 
J. Murray * 
J. G. Barley t 



* Mr. Murray was elected for two years in the place of Mr. Bridges resigned, t Mr. J, G. 
Barley was elected for one year in the place of Mr. W. Harvey deceased. 



ElecUd 1875. 



C. Kitson 
J. Jefferies 

D. Allams 



1877. 

Elected 1876. 

J. A. Balsom 
E. Smith 

L. B. BoWRING 
T. J. Shapley 
J. Murray 



Elected 1877. 

W. Kitson 
Geo. Richardson 
W. Gillow 
C. N. Cooke ♦ 
Mr. P. Michelmore 



* Mr. Cooke retired immediately after the election, and the place was taken by Mr. P. 
Michelmore. 



Officers: — Briscoe Hooper, Clerk; John Little, Sur\'eyor; W. Gardner, 
Assistant Surveyor ; John Daw, Treasurer ; Peter Perring, Accountant ; 
George J. Pepprell, Rate Collector and Assistant Overseer ; Thomas Weeks, 
Superintendent of the Water Works ; Samuel Rhind, Medical Officer. 



SU BSCRIBERS. 



AasoTT, Miss, Terrt Smart .. i 

Appleton, Mr. E., Aiit^iwear S 

Atktkson Bros., Hfrnmd ... i 
Aston, Mis* M., 6j Vktoria St., 

Smalt Hialh, Birmingham ... 1 

AvERST, Dr., Bdgravt Ttrraci 1 

Ball, Mr.W., Monlfellier ffaiue i 
Bedford, Mr. Ceo., Sl Mary- 

Church 1 

Barnett, Mr. Gbo., Bintal ... i 
Beer, Mr. H. M., .*j- ffigAer 

l/ttifM Street ) 

Bishop, Mr. E., Msnlrea ... i 

Blackler, Mr. A., SI. Af. C*. : 

Bolt, Mr., Quan'tHotd. ! 

Bolton, Mrs., The Pina ... i 

BOVBY, Mr., LTOer Union St.. 1 

Bumr.KS, Mr. W. T., Totwoik/ i 

BftlDSON, Major, ftfioa/ .. I 
Bkidguan, Mr. G. Soudon ... ! 
Bridgman, Mr. M., Paignlon 
UovLE, Rev. W. S„ GUufriarj : 

Brown, Mrs., Neriait ; 

Bradnee, Mr., mta Slrrtl ... 
Brock, Mr., JUruKaa Lod^e, 

St. MaryCiurck 

Broomhead. Mr. K. M., Sir- 

Brownlow, ftsv. W. R., jilt 

Preitylery, Sl. Mary-Church . 

Butland, Mr. R., Rxk Htad . 

CARROLt, Mr. J. K., Tor^uai. 
Cary, Mr. R. S. S., Torr AUty 
Cary, Mrs. Stanley, Clatailji 
Cask, Dr. Midclev, Craisfidd ; 
Cash, Mr. S„ ^^leteria Gi-AlbeH 

MMd 

Cawdle, Mr., LmitT Union Sl. 
Chapman, Rev. C, SMun/eU ; 
Chenowetk, Mr., Cory Place 
ChENOWETH, Mr., junr. , 
ChaTTO, Mr.W, P., TkiDaium 
CHt;BB, Mr. J., Ebtirai Jrrraee 
Clayton, Mr. B., Glenfinnan 
Clark, Mr. Audus, Wentwortk 
Cou-ETTK, Mr. C, Higkclitt... 



Cooper, Mr. (yui\k(it.,Exeur... i 
Coombs, Miss, Northcimrt ... i 
Crockwbll, Mr. T. R,, Verti^ 

Crockwell, Mr. H., Fleet St. i 

Copping, Mr. H., Maritt Stmt : 

CtlRTlB, Mr. H., Rattry Home I 
CUSKWAV, Mrs, J. C, Olitaay, 

Paignton- i 

D'Almaise, Mr. Geo,, Balli- 

motet U.S.A 1 

Davey, Mr. W.. 4 Hatfield Ter. l 

Davis, V.et.V^.K,ApiieyI/ouit i 
Davis, Sir J. F., Bart., K.C.B., 

HoUywaxl, Brislel 1 

Davy, Mr. A. J., FUHSlriet... i 

'DKV,'^r.%.l.,mghtliff ... 1 

Dodge, Mr. J., Madrepore Place i 
Drinkwatek, Mr. P. B., Lvn- 

DeVank, Mr,, 6 Meliara CoOi, : 

Earle, Mr. R., Brm/ilont Road 
EcCLES, Mr. T., Darwen Bank ' 
Edwards, Mr, T., Union Street ; 
EastleY, Mr. VaRDe, Paignton . 
Evans, Mr., Bilgrave Road ... 

FtsHSK,Mt.V,'.T. J., P7eet Street 

Fisher, Mrs., ^Am/f}- 

Fowler, Mr. C, I'illa Mtnlont ' 
Freeman, Mr., Fleet Street ... 

Gabriel, Mrs. E, M., lUlming- 
ioH, Cleveland Roa-i 

Gardner, Mr. W., fi^toriaCot. 

Gaston, Mrs., Reddyffe 

Glassy, Mrs., 14 ScarborJ Ter. 

Os.v.s,tifit.'LD,Mt.]., Hollacomit 

Goss, Mr. W. A., Ell-uomte ... 

GossE, Mr, P, H., Sandhttni, 
SI. Mary-Church 

GuVEB, Mr, Strand 
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No. 
Hamlyn, Mr. J., IVoodUijk^ 

St. MarV'ChMrch 3 

Hanbury, Mr. Sampson, 

Biskopstcwe 3 

Haliburton, Mrs., Grafton... 3 
Hall, Dr. C. Radclyffe, 

Derwent House 4 

Hannaford, Mr. Theo., Totnes 
Harland, Mr. C. J., CastU 

vCp#*jE|P ■•• ••• ••• «•• ••• 

Haselgrove, Mr. J. M., Torre 

Unii/m$r9w ••• «•• •■• ••« •■• 

Hearder, Mr. C, Torwood Si, 
Hearder, Mr. W., Rocombe ... 
Haywood, Mr. John, Higher 

Union Street 

Hem MANS, Capt., Paignton Rd, ' 
Hicks. Mr.JoHNSON.i^rKMXtMr/^ 

HOLLINS, Mr. C, Clinton ... 
Hodge, Mr. G., Strand 

Jeffery, Miss Lizzie, Askted 
Row, BirmingAam 

JEWKF.S, Mr. Joseph, IVoher- 
hawpton 

Karkeek, Mr. P. Q., Matlock 

M CwwTM^C ••• ••• «•• ••• ••• 

Kino & Whitaker, London ... 
KiTSON, Mr. W., Hem^rave ... 
KiTSON, Mr. C, Collaton 
KiTSON, Mr. W.H., Hemsworth 
KiTSON, Mr. J., Fairfield 
KiTSON, Mr. C. W., g Wells- 
wood Park 

KiTSON, Rev. T., Shiphay ... 

Lane, Mr. J., Bannercross ... 
Layers, Mr. \V., Upton Leigh., 

Lee, Mrs., Balsdon 

l^MBE, Dr., Bemerton 

Lu SCO M n F., M r. J . , ^ Scarbro^ Ter. 
LuscoMBE, Miss, Vaughan 
Parade . . . 



t m • 4 



Maconchy, Mr., Corrina^h ... 
Maclean, Mr., Compton 
Mac Dougali^ Miss, Belgrave 

^ t / / »*C t ••» ■•• ••• ••■ ••• 

Macreight, Dr., Tulchan ... 
Macgregor, Major-General Sir 
Geo., K.C.B., Gltnearnock ... 
Man LEY, Mr. H., Victoria Par. 
Masters, Mr., Hurst Bank ... 
Mklth'Ish, Mr., Abbey Road ... 
:M emery, Mr. T., Churston Cot. 2 



No. 

MiCHSLMORE, Mr.. ClaremoHt i 
MoRRiSH, Mr. Sydney, St, 

AlbaWs Terrace I 

Murray, Mr. J., Victoria Parade i 
Minifie, Mr. W., Baltimore^ 

\^ %*^%m% • ••• ••• ••• ••• ••« A 

Nankivell, Dr., Layton ... I 

Nankivell, Dr. C, Park Place i 

Oliver, Mr. T., Lower Union 

•J^r ^Cv ••• ••■ ••• ••• ••• m 



Palk, Sir L., Bart., M.P., ' 

Haldon 6 

Parks, Mr., Knoekfieid i 

Pepprell, Mr. J. G., 16 Abbey 

MWU€m ••• ••• «•• •*• ••• \ 

Pengelly, Mr. W., Lamorna i 

Petherick, Mr. J., Ordsail ... I 
Pershouse, Mr., Tormohun 

JTmVw^w^ «•• •«• ••• ••• «■• m 

Pershouse, Mr. jun., Tomuh 

nun MtOuse ... ... ... ... I 

Phii.lipps, Mr. H. C, March, 

Wdlswood I 

PITCAIRN, Mrs., Erinville ... i 

PlNKSTONE,Mr. R. St, Winifred's I 

Piller, Mr. H. Curtis, Chdmer i 
PooK, Mr. R. G., Coombeintei^n- 

/Vw 9%m •«• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• * 

Prowse, Mr. W., NuUey ... 2 
Pope, Mr. John H., 9 Elstow 

I errace i 

Powell, Dr. Hi Garden ... i 

Pollard, Mr. W., Southlands i 

Pratt, Mr., Fleet Stred 3 

Raby, Mr. S., s Sydenham 

Terrace f Babbacombe ... 2 

Ramsay, Dr., Duman House i 

Reynolds, Mr. W., Linwood 2 

Reynolds, Miss, Hareston ... i 

Remfry, Mr. G. T., Firsleigh i 
Randell, Miss Susan, Veltwell 

House, Rattery I 

Richardson, Mr.G. , TheCorbyn i 
Richardson, Mr. Charles, 

Cary Castle 2 

Rix, Mr., Nepaul, Croft Road i 

Ridgeway, Col., Sheplegh ... 2 

ROBSON, Mr. R., Glmhcdme ... I 

RoWELL, Mr. W. J., A^ewton... i 

RODW ay. Major, Vale Lodge ... 2 
RoYLE, Mr. S., RusholmCjMan' 

Chester I 



Savile, Rev. F. A. Stewart i 



6UB8CRIBEBS« 



408 



Saunders, Mr. A. T., Ftui 

OvTcW ••> ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Seymour, Mr. G. S., Warbtrry 

Hill, WestoH'SMper-Mare 
Shapley, Mr. T.^Hagley House 
Shapley, Mr. E. S., Rokeby ... 
Shinner, Mr. James, Hele ... 
Sheppard, Mrs.A.B.,7)i///2t/tf 

Smith, Mr. E., Strand 

Smale, Mr. W. B., Union Street 
Sole, Major, Hareston 

Sole, Mrs., Hareston 

Stedham, Mr. T., Union Street 
Storey, Mr. W., Overton 
Spragge, Mr. F. H., Paignton 

Stark & Co. , Strand 

.Stark, Mrs. Annie, The 
Engadine 



Na 



• • • a • • 



Taylor, Mr. T., Union Street ... 

Thomas, Mr. F., Strand. 

Thomson, Dr. ^vz^CEK^Ashton 
Tripe, Mr. G. M., Hauldean., 
Tucker, Mr., Custom House ,„ 



2 
2 
2 



No. 
ViccARs, Mr. T., Newkolnu ... i 
Vinning, Mr. W., Walsingham i 
Vivian, Mr. E,, Woodjidd ... 2 

Walton, Mr. J., Enntrdale i 
Watherston, Mr., Waicombe 3 

Waymouth, Mr. I 

Way, Mr. C, Victoria Parade 2 
Watson, Mr. J., Winterboume 3 
Weeks, Mr. C., Union Street 
Weeks, Mr. T., Oaklands ... 

Westley & Co., Strand 

White, Mr. G. H., GUnthome, 

St, Mary'Church 

WiNGET, Mr. W., Pembroke Villa 
Webb, Miss, 2g Chesham Place, 

M^^^imQww •■■ ••• ■•« ••• ••• 

Winsborrow, Mr. J. T. 
WiDGER, Mr. W., Union Street 
Wilkinson, Mr. W. P. VicPar, 
Wolfe, Rev. Vxt\i,,Arthington 
WoLLEN, Mr. G., Glengariffe 
Wright, Lieut.-Col. Ichabod, 
IVatcontbe Park 



I 
I 

6 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



• • • • • 






TORQUAY AS A PLACE OF EDUCATION 
FOR DELICATE BOYS. 

*ORQUAY being eminently suited for Boys who are 

more or less Delicate, many parents will find it 

answer well to send such Boys there, instead of taking 

or sending them at great expense and inconvenience to 

foreign health resorts, or allowing them to struggle against 

climates where they do not thrive. 

The Rev. W. Brocklesby Davis, M.A., has invested 
a large capital in obtaining one of the best houses, ex- 
cellently suited, standing in nearly Five Acres of Pleasure 
Grounds, loo feet above the sea; and his experience of 
more than twenty years enables him to offer sound pre- 
paration for the public Schools and the Universities, &c.» 
at the same time that he can guarantee judicious treatment 
of special cases for health and education. 

The numbers are limited. Boys are received from 
eight years of age ; the elder boys are separate from the 
younger ones; the rooms are very large and airy. 

Terms from ;fioo. The highest references are given. 
Address, Apsley House, Torquay. 



We feel sure that many parents would do vrell to con»der it (Torquay^ for 
boys who are not strong enough for Public School life, but who in adl prolADiIity 
may become fairly stron|[ men by judicioiis treatment in such a climate. We 
know that many have derived substantial advantages from a residence there for a 
few years, and we are happy to be able to point out a school where we know 
boys can be placed with confidence, that they will be judiciously treated in mind 
and body, on the principles of mente sana in cor^rt sane. The Rev. W. B. 
Davis has had long experience in utilising the climate for the benefit of su<^ 
boys, having estabVi^ed a place of education in one of the best houses in the 
place. exceUentlv situated at a good elevation above the sea, affording very 
ample accommodation for health and recreation. ** Apsley House," well known 
ms a fashionable hotel, where the French Royal Family resided for some years, 
and also where the Grand Duchess Marie of Russia stayed on two occasions, has 
been procured at considerable outlay for this purpose. We^ have omfidence in 
speaking well of this establishment, having seen the very high testimony borne 
by parents of boys who have for many years benefited by the care and kind 
influence of the Principal. Nothing can be higher than the terms in which they 
mention their appreciation of the physical and mental benefits which their sons 
have received ; while the success of many pupils at the Public Schools and the 
Universities, &c., proves that mental training has not been lost sight of in the 
care of the body. — Land and Water » 




^ r^<GL«> HATTER •e«'S)te-' ^ 

HOSIER, GLOVER, SHIRT-MAKER, 

Mh ^cntkmatt'0 Outfitter, 

3 STRAND, TORQUAY, 

Rcsputfully invites attention to his Choice assortment of Goods, 

HOTSLTISS m SYSRT DSPARTMSHT 

CONSTANTLY SHOWINO. 

Specialities \a !|ats, ^carfs, dollars, !|osiery, tt iloies. 



SHIRTS MADE TO ORDER, AND GUARANTEED TO FIT. 

45/- 5^/- Ai^d 57/- the Half-doxen. 
IfuiructioHS /or sel/'Huasurtnunt /ree by Post, 



A LARGE STOCK OP THE BEST QUALITY 

i¥Uritt0, lCambj5to00l, ®au£e, anb Silk %QBm^, 

For Ladie^^ Gentlemen^s, and Children's wear. 



TRUNKS, PORTMANTEAUS, HAT CASES, BAGS, 

And every description of Travelling Equipage. 



Five per cent, discount allowed for aU ready-money purchases. 



PHB&BHI9K Thomas, s Stuajto. 



ESTABLISHED NEARLY HALF A CENTURY. 

PROPRIETORS: ■ 

W. MBMom « T. HieKBs, 

opposite the Royal Hotel. TORQUHY, 



RHp«tfitl[y loUciI jroar | 



Branch Estabrtshmeitt—Medical Hall. St. Mary-Church. 



€^i .T»afe«m6e . t^vta-Cotia . Co. 

ST. MARY-CHURCH, TORQUAY. 

'T'HE Company ninnufaclure Art Pottety o( very high clnss, in greit 
-'' variely, both glazed snd uDglaicd. Amongst the former are Mime 



*;^^jO¥1;LTIES^ ^ 



of the Public 



just brought out, well deserving the 
The Work^ at Watcombe may be seeii by Visitors on application to 
Mr. Chas. Brock, the Manager. 

N.B.~7':lu CimpBKf kai had inwtngW U Otm iy tlu Rayel CurmmU Palflidnae 
Sctilly, FalmnOi, Itodfinl-clav MriUU (air lihtr and mi trviuei; tiij 
aliu kiUt Mtdal/nm Ikr /-/trTWdrnw/ Crmmiinmrrl, Snli Anuimgtm, 
nW Antv irrt atvntJtd t-u 1^ lla Cintt^mai Cirmmiaii'^n, ruia^^lam, 
U.S.A. 
It is necessary to CAUTION the Public that Che manuTactures of tMl 
Company are only to be obtained in Torquay at Mr. Bovett's, The 
Rotunda, Torwood Street, and at MessR. Westlev S: Co.'s, io Slrand. 
The Show-room Bl Ihi Works la optn every day (Sundiiys elcepled). 
CHARLES BROCK, Afana,^: 



HH 



TORQUAY. 




THIS HOTEL, OPEN FOR FAMILIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

AFFORDS 

Accommodation nneqaalled in the West of En^and. 






SOUTH ASPBCTi SEA YIEW. 



J^ear the BatJis, Beacon Hill, and tlie Club. 



OHHHBUSSS MO FLTS HSST THS TMIHS, 



TABLE D'h6tE AT SEVEN O'CLOCK. 




MANAGER, 



ESTABLISHED 1840. 



UNION STREET AND WELLS^OOD DAIRY, 

BQYBY & to., PnOPHIBTQns. 



23 LOWER UNION St, 




A 3 WELL8WOOD PLACE 



TORQUAY. 

Families Supplied with New Milk, Butter, Eggs, Raw and Scald 

Cream, Junkets, &c. 

Cream packed and sent by Rail to any part of the 

United Kingdom. 



i 



THE TORQUAT 



§REWING AND f RADING )l(S.OMPANY 



LIMITED. 



Brewery & Wine & Spirit Stores, 34 Fleet Street, Torquay. 



Dinner Ale and Porter. 
Strong & Pale Ales & Stont. 
Torquay Half-Guinea Ale. 
Burton Flavoured Ale. 
Wines, in every variety. 
Brandy and other Spirits. 
Liqueurs and Cordials. 



Soda Water, Lemonade, &c. 
Wines and Spirits in Bond. 
Bass & Allsopp's Mild Ales. 

East India Ale. 

In Bottle. 
Quinness's Stout, Cask & Bottle. 
Champagne Cider. 



If 



II 



II 



I » JV"^» 'iH' »— JL^ S > M » --tt- ^ M_jS^^a-^ 8e M »» IH =>Se 



D. COOMB 



J 



BREAD AND BISCUIT BAKER, 
flastrg dook anb Coufertioncr, 

12 LOWER UNION STREET, 

TORQUAY. 

Wedding and School Cakes made to order. 



=; r~^ v; " ^ v v-^ 



=J5=»9c 



A Discount of 2d. in //- off for Cash. 



IN CONNECTION WITH MUDIE'S, 

OPPOSITE THE TREE, TORQUAY. 



An entirely NEW SERIES, superior to anything taken before, of 

TOEQXJJL7 PHOTOS, 

MOUNTED OR UNMOUNTKD, 

Also in Books, ft?om B/- to £2 2s. 
PLAYING CARDS. 

A VARIETY OF ELEGANTLY-BOUND BOOKS 

IN MOROCCO AND TRBB-CALP. 
■ ! ■ 



VALENTINE'S 

PHOTOS O? SCOTCH 8CE2!r££T, 

IN HANDSOME MOROCCO BINDING, 

Suitable for Presentation, from 21/- to £6 6s. 



E. L. S. begs to call attention to his extensive Assortment of 

STATXONSEir. 



BSTABLISHBD itij. 



WII^KIMSOH & Co,j 
T^"mf ana )SranOo ^Eicrdjaiite, 



■6, ) 



%* VICTORIA P-ARADE, 

J"OR9yAY. 

As nearly the whole of our Wines tre specially selected 
and shipped direct to our Bonded Stores, whence they are 
battled here (Sparkling excepted) by most experienced cellar- 
men, under our personal supervision, we are enabled to give 
the best possible value, 

PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION. 

ALB, STOUT, AND CIDER BOTTLERS. 



E. P. BOVEY, 

3UTlDER~ &~CONTR"ACtOR3Jl 



^iiiiina , 



Paper Hanging, Whiting & Colouring. 



Office and Works near the Museum, TORWOOD. 

ais. A 



^f; THOMAS OLIVER 



ii.).. 
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37 LOWER UNION STREET & 37 TORWOOQ STREET. TORQUAY, 

@faiimtt 0^anufarturrr, 

UPHOI^STERER W DECORATOR, 

CABPET. FlOOB-CUITH. a BEODINQ W*HEHO08eM*H. 

ItNVITES inspection of bis new Show Rooms recently erected with 
eveiy facility for conducting the Business and the belter display 
of bis large and varied Stock, consulting of Modem, Decorative, 
Antique, and other Fnmiture of novel and artistic design and superior 
manufacture. ^ 

BEOSIUDS IN BRASS, IRON, ItND WOOD, IN GREAT VARIETY 

SKii A[tiilM Ih' SitniLtry 6lfir„t S/.riHg M^llrrH &• ».n»> plhrr SfrcMitiis. 

Importer of Foreign Carpets, Silks. Utrecht VclvelB, Tapestries, 

Cretonnes, and al! leading Novelties in Upholstery 

Fabrics and Trimmings. 

FLOOR-CLOTHS, CORTICINE, LINOLEUM, AND OTHER FLOOR COVERINGS, 

In all widths up to 3 yard-, kept in Stock. 
HATa AND UATTIH08. 

(^hoice USeeigns in ^fill i^apers, ]i)a4os, and !Qoi;dei;s. 
THE BEPAIRS, PAINTING & DECOflATION OF HOUSES UNDERTAKEN. 



HOUSE AGENT, AUCTIONEER, & VALUER. 

UN DERT AK ER. 

Junirals conGuclcD unDtr Ijje pctsonal tatE of llic Utoprictoi. 



Mtdence-37 



iTREET. 



ikes 



THE STOCK OF CARPETS, which includes all ihe best 
and moat exclusive designs, ii kept at 37 TORWOOD STREET. 

Cabinet and Upholstery Factories ( Temperance Street 

Depot for Warehousing Furniture fi Goods) Factory Eow. 









HAVE ALWAYS IN STOCK 



©era Cfeob ©lb f oris an!r Sfetrrits, 

?BraGH & GSBHM WIHSS, ETC., 



ALSO, 



BEST OLD QUALITY SPIRITS. 



<•• 



Agents for Allsopp's 8f Bass's Iiulia Pale and Mild 
Burton Ales, and Ouinness's Dublin Extra Stout, 

ill Cask or Bottle, 



»•» 



S£0T SFABKtlTlQ Ci^A1ffr^QN£ CfSEH. 



-N.-^«w ^-■•'^-V- **/Ni'^-»^*<i^^- 
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Sole appointed Aqents in Torquay for 

l^aggett'0 Cdebrateb jlouridhing l^cnbon Sitoui, 
anb thje (goUien ^x^ |)ale <^Le, 

IN CASK OR BOTTLE. 




r 



-# 



^f. Mhifrrb's, Wbti j^ai. 



-•♦■ 



DiLT SCHOOL 

CONDUCTED BY 



J 



Terms, aad ftirther particulars, on application. 



^HE Course of Study embraces Religious Instruction, 
Reading, Writing, English Grammar and History, 
Mathematics, Book-keeping, French, Latin, German, Italian, 
Political and Physical Geography, the Natural Sciences, 
Drawing, &c. 

(Sbtning C^bbcb 

Are also held for Arithmetic, Grammar, Geography, Writing, ( 
French, Science, History, Singing, and Bible Instruction. 



-•♦■ 



Containing over 3,000 Volumes, and to which additions are 

constantly being made. 

7/6 per annum, one vol. per week ; za/- for two or more. 



BOOKS BY THE VOLUME. 



#^- 
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^h, §$er, »nd ffarhii jgr^wer. 



FLEET STREET, TORQUAY. 



'>^^>««^XSA/^^^S/>^^N^^kA^^«^I^A/S<^M^ 



The Oldest Brewery in the JfeighbourJtood, 



, v^X -*»•.*» • » t. *^,•(.'■^r'^^"V'V^Vv**■^^N'^ 



AGENT FOR IND, COOPE, A CO.'S BURTON AND MU ALES. 



•G. TAVERNfiR & SON, 

GENERAL^ FORiiGS DBiil^SRS 
1 Sr 2 Rock Road, Torquay. 



I 



Horses supplied with Hay, Com, Bran, Beans, Chaff, &c., or 

by Contract if required. 



STORES: I 1^ 



Opposite the Church. West Teiqnmouth. 
EW Exeter Street, Chudleiqh. 



.<*^il~.-N. ^ «*-' -< 
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I ESTABLISHED liyi. \ 

J. FOURAKER & SON, 

Smiths, Plnmbers, Gas Fitters, Bell Hangers, 

I ZINC, COPPER, IRON, & TIN-PLATE WORKERS, 

i GUNSMITHS, &c., 

j KOT WATER ENGIHESRSj 

I CRATE & KITCHEN STOVE MANUFACTURERS, 
29 Vicloria Parade, Torquay. 



Dealers in Table and Pocket Cutlery, Taa Urns, 

Electro-plated Goods, Lamps and Lamp Oils, Gas Fittings, 

Baths. Travelling Trunks, Ggal Vases. Ac. 



Manufacturkrs of and Dealkhs in every 
description of 

FISHING TACKLE. 



BATHS, LAMPS. GUNS, &.C., ON HIRE. 

1^^ ^% 




PRINTING OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 

WITH TASTE, ACCURACY, Sf DESPATCH, 



AT THE OrnCBS OP 





I P08TCR8, Hand Bills. Cheques. Ac. 



Orders addressed to WM. WINQET will receive prompt attention. 



A. J. DAVY, 
23 FLEET STREET, TORQUAY. 




IS THE PRINCIPAL PAPER BETWEEN EXETER AND PLYMOUTH, AND CONTAINS 

A c<nnpleU Directory of the Toion and Neighbourhood ; 

The latest Arrivals, /Removals, and Departures ; 

Local Objects of Interest, with means of access and distances by Road or Rail; 

Full Reports of Local A^ews ; Items of General Netus ; 

Railway Time Tables ; Carriage Fares ; 

Local Offices and Officials ; and everything of Central Interest, 

TO BE HAD OF ALL NEWSAGENTS. 

The ** Torquay Directory" has the largest local circulation, and is the best 

medium for Advertisers. 




HIGHER FLEET STREET. \ 

Menu$i Ball l^ogiiammea, Yisiting and Jtt J^ome 9ai[d$. 

CIRCULARS, NOTE HEADS, IN MEMORIAM CARDS, j 

SERMONS, PAMPHLETS. REPORTS, RULES, LEAFLETS, 



s 



A Printed Register of Houses and Estates to be Let or Sold, 
Furnished or Unfurnished, issued Monthly, and sent Free to any 
address. 



^"^HE fORQOAY- f IRECTORY f EWSPAPER, 

Published every TUESDAY AFTERNOON. Price 2d.. X 



S 
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ESTABUSMMEHT, 

40 & 41 FLEET STREET, TORQUAY. 

PETER THOMAS 

B^s respectfully to invite the patronage of Residents and Visitors to the 

various Departments of his Stock of 

GENERAL DRAPERY, 

Which are now replete with the choicest Novelties of the Season. 

MILLINERY, MANTLE, & COSTUME SHOW ROOMS. 

FlowcrSy Feathers^ Ribbons, Trimmings^ Lous, & Fancy Goods, 

Drkssks in all the Ne^u'est Materials. 
BLACK AND COLOURED SILKS. 

The most reputed makes. Wear guaranteed. 



FLANNELS, CALICOES, LONGCVOTHS, SHEETINGS. 

j HOSIERY, GLOVES, TIES, UMBRELLAS. 

} 

\ 

\ IRISH AND SCOTCH LINENS, COUNTERPANES, BLANKETS, AND TOILEHES. 



JFamtlg i^unung. JFuturato compIeUIg JFumusIjeli. 



A liberal Discount given to Charities, 

DRESSMAKIMG AMD MiKTLE-IAKIMG, IH THE UTEST STYLE. ! 

VICTORIA HOUSE, TORQUAY. 






SHAPLEY & AUSTIN'S 

CLalt Carrolt &' Shapley's) 

STRAND 

TEA, COFFEE, PROVISION, & GENERAL GROCERY 

WAREHOUSE. 

Importers of French, American, and Continental Produce. 

Coffee Roasted several times Weekly. 

pepOt for 

BRAND & Co.'b Concentrated Beef Tea, Chicken Broth, Tunic 

Soup, and other Specialities for Invalids. 
Preserved Provisions for Yachls or Family use. 
Farinaceous and Nutritious Articles for the Nureery. Invalids, 4c. 
Fruits for Dessert and Culinary Purposes. 
French Confectionery, Bonbons, Cosaques, Ac. 
Scotch Oat Cakes and Shortbread. 



Patee 



md Ter 



Foreign and English Cheese. 

French and EngUsh Chocolate and Cocoa. 

Jams, Jellies, and Marmalade. 

W. & A. GILBEY'S Wines and Spirits. 
BASS'S Ales in Cask and Bottle. 
GUINNESS'S Stout do. do. 
DEVENISH'S Ales do. do, 
Champagne Cider do. do. 

AERATED WATER MANUFACTURERS. 

PROPRIETORS or THE TORQUAY GINGER ALE. 

2 THE STRAND, TORQUAY. 

Wareh^mes, SWAX STBMF.T. 
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TORQUAY, ^* 

if, 6'. BOLT. I'roprUtoi 



Witi find every comfoH and HCcommodation al IhU Halel, 

WHICH IS THB NEAREST TO THE NEW HARBOUi 

WlMBa. SFIRm. AHD ALES, DP THS BEST QIIALIT7. 
Supplied al Wholesale Prices. 

PUBLIC LUNCHEON DAILY, FROM 12 TO 4. 
TABLE D'HOtE, 8.30. 



LONBON BOOT AND SHOE DEPOI 

LOWER TERRACE, TORQUAY. 



TNVITE altentioii lo (heir large and varied STOCK of LAUi; 

■*■ GENTLEMEN'S, YOUTHS', and CHILDREN'S WALKINi 

HOUSE, and EVENING BOOTS, SHOES, and SLIPPER! 
wiEabte for ihe present season. 

A well-assorted STOCK of FRENCH BOOTS and SHOES, 
PiNKT, GSBVAis, and other noted tnakera. 



LOWES TEBSiCK, TORQUAY. 

ESTABLISHEt) 1B48. 
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Established 1^4^. 



-00^ 






, ^LE MEBCHAJrrS, 



MINERAL WATER MANUFACTURERS, 



Also Growers and Bottlers of 



DEVONSHIRE CHAMPAGNE CIDER, 



TORQUA.Y9 



♦ »•■» 



Offices, Cellars, aii^ Miiieral Water Manufaetory , 
Adjoining the Victoria Club, TORQUAY, 

BomUd Stores, D^iRTMOUTH. 



c8ole 3^0rnt0 for inb, Coopt, ^ Co.'s ^lomforb ^U^, 
nnb for the Jlangariun Wixnt 6rol9rr<}. 
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DA 690 .169 -WS 
The niWOfT 0' Torquay, 

Sianlord Unlvw«WY yK»iiw__ 



3 6105 036 708 969 



DA ■ 



STANFORD UNIVERSITY UBRARIES 

STANFORD, CAUFORNIA 

94305 
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